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Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we begin to learn the practical halachos of how a person becomes liable for the terrible sin of avodah zarah,
false worship. The Rambam teaches us the basic parameters of the prohibition, distinguishing between one who acts willingly,
who is liable to kares or stoning, and one who acts inadvertently, who must bring a fixed sin offering. We will see how the
Torah views the bizarre and repulsive ways the non-Jews devised to worship their idols, and how these specific practices define

the legal liability of one who mimics them.

We will also learn a major principle in these halachos: the difference between the unique, bizarre service of a specific idol and
the four universal services of the Beis HaMikdash. While a person is generally only liable for serving an idol in its own
customary manner, there are four specific acts of worship—bowing, slaughtering, burning an offering, and pouring a libation
—that make a person liable regardless of which idol he is serving, even if that is not its normal way of worship.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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| This balacha outlinesthe different punishments for serving idols depending on whether the act was done willingly, with warning, or inadvertently.
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whose service is Peor  forexample thisone like the service of isnot  thisone and the service of and form
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This balacha establishesthat one isonly liable for capital punishment if they worship an idol in its specific, customary manner, requiring the Beis Din

to be knowledgeable in various pagan rites.
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Halacha 3 - Liability for the Four Services Unique to Hashem Even When Not the Customary Worship
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the way of thatitwas whether other toagod withit heserved if  tothe Name unique that is

7o mmw MR 37 PRY 1M MR APNY P30 T2 inTiay

34 Shemos  itissaid for this for it he is liable in this manner thatitisnot whether in this manner its service
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vy Rnlokfabl "YPnD TN NIM 922 1NTIa
and sprinkling and pours libations for one who burns isthe law and it in this manner itsservice
incense

NI TN TRam
it is one  and pouring libations

This balacha teaches that performing any of the four primary Temple services—bowing, slaughtering, burning incense, or pouring libations—ro an
idol makes one liable, cven if that isnot the standard way that specific idol is worshipped.

Halacha 4 - Worshiping an Idol Through Disgraceful Acts and Accepting an Idol as a Deity
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This balacha teaches that performing actsof disgrace to an idol can still incur liability, and that accepting any object asa god is a capital offense that
cannot beimmediately retracted.
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This halacha teaches that even if one intends to disgrace an idol, if that act of disgrace isits prescribed formof worship, be isliable.
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Halacha 6 - Serving an Idol Out of Love or Fear and Acts of Deference to an Idol
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This halacha delineates the liability for serving an idol out of personal affection or fear, and the status of non-sacrificial actsof honor toward anidol.
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One may not bend down to remove a splinter or collect scattered money in front of an idol becanse it createsthe appearance of bowing to it.
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This halacha probibits drinking directly from the mouth of a water-spouting statue in front of an idol because it creates the appearance of kissing the

idol.
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This halacha detailsthe separate probibitions and lashes incurred for commissioning an idol, making anidol for others, and making an idolwith one's

own hands for oneself.

% J’? n U'? 2 ﬂ'! 25:! nﬂ_ﬂ X .ﬂ:’W s_’ k| GN Halacha 10 - The Probibition of Making a Protruding Human Image for Decoration

0°2212 N7y AN cB Py ANy v nimE iy owoN

stars worship of  thatitis not though - and even fordecoration  images to make It is forbidden




2T ME2 DY niME it "nR nvyn K9 D 5 nnw nRIv

and gold  silver of images  meaning tosay with Me" make "Donot 20 20 Shemos  asitissaid

oY T oopivd 102 wwe NBY 7D % NHN DINY

that they are and imagine those who err withthem willerr thatnot inorder fordecoration except whichare not

DINT NPE NPX N7 MMED MEX PRY 092290 nTiayd

the human the formof except fordecoration toform prohibition and there is no stars for worship of
NL 1aN2 NP1 T°02 NP pya NP DTSR PN 92°D%7 L1292
the formof instone andnot in plaster and not in wood not form we donot  therefore alone

PRRILIY IM WET 193 nuPia mMIBD MY Nam .oNT

thatare in the hall and the carving the drawing forexample protruding  the image iswhenitis and this the human

IN NypWn MDA ON PAX LIRIP % ON) 172 NEiD)

or sunken the image was if but  he receives lashes one formed andif tothem and similar
NIME AN NIPP2UM Nimbo o3 PYY niMED 1aD  1amd by oM
images or  and the boards the tablets  topof thatare on  the images forexample  colors of  animage

Jahintile 1PN M0 N2 PRI

are permitted  these  behold in the weaving that they embroider

The Rambam explains that the Torah forbids making three-dimensional human forms even for decorative purposes, while flat or sunken images remain

permitted.
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This halacha delineates which forms and images are forbidden to be fashioned or worn, distinguishing between protruding and sunken seals, and

between buman or celestial forms and other living creatures.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by establishing the punishments for serving false gods, whether done willingly or inadvertently. The
Rambam explains that because gentiles established unique and often bizarre services for each idol—such as defecating before
Pe'or or throwing stones at Marculis—a person is generally only liable if he worships the idol in its traditionally accepted
manner, which requires the Beis Din to be knowledgeable in these pagan practices. However, the Torah singles out four
specific services that are modeled after the avodah in the Beis HaMikdash—slaughtering, bowing, burning an offering, and
pouring a libation (including sprinkling blood) —ruling that performing any of these four acts to any idol brings immediate

liability, even if it is not the customary mode of worship for that particular deity.

7 WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

My dear talmid, look at the incredible depth of what the Rambamis teaching us here. The Torah tells us that if a person
worships an idol in its specific way, even if that way is completely bizarre, like throwing stones or doing something dirty and
degrading, he is fully liable. Why? Because that is how that specific thing is served. But then the Torah adds that there are
four special services, like bowing down or bringing an offering, that make a person liable no matter what, because these are

the ultimate expressions of surrender and devotion that belong only to Hashem.

What is the deep avodah for us here? The yetzer hara is very clever. He doesn't come to a frum Yid and say, "Go worship an
idol." Instead, he tries to get us to bow down and surrender our minds, our hearts, and our precious time to the modern
"idols" of our generation, our phones, our careers, or the pursuit of honor. We might think, "I'mnot really bound to these
things, I'mjust using them!" But the sugya teaches us that surrender is surrender. When you bow your head and give your

entire focus to something other than Hashem, you are giving away a piece of your neshama's devotion to a foreign power.

We also see how careful we must be with our actions. The halachah says that if a coin falls in front of an idol, you cannot
bend down to pick it up because it looks like you are bowing to it. A Yid must live with such a high level of yiras Shamayim
that even the appearance of compromise is completely unacceptable. We must be pure, inside and out, ensuring that every

single bend of our knee and every thought of our heart is directed "I'Hashemlevado”, to Hashemalone.

Today, notice where you direct your focus and devotion. When you feel the urge to immediately bow your head and
surrender your attention to a distraction or a screen, pause for ten seconds, lift your eyes upward, and consciously declare

that your mind and heart belong only to Hashem.

PP P79 - 0221 NTI2Y Nidvn 7171 790 - Navy & Gold - From the Hebrew Source Text HILCHOS AVODAS KOCHAVIM - CHAPTER THREE - 11 HALACHAS




