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Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we begin to learn the practical halachos of how a person becomes liable for the terrible sin of avodah zarah,
false worship. The Rambam teaches us the basic parameters of the prohibition, distinguishing between one who acts willingly,
who is liable to kares or stoning, and one who acts inadvertently, who must bring a fixed sin offering. We will see how the
Torah views the bizarre and repulsive ways the non-Jews devised to worship their idols, and how these specific practices define

the legal liability of one who mimics them.

We will also learn a major principle in these halachos: the difference between the unique, bizarre service of a specific idol and
the four universal services of the Beis HaMikdash. While a person is generally only liable for serving an idol in its own
customary manner, there are four specific acts of worship—bowing, slaughtering, burning an offering, and pouring a libation
—that make a person liable regardless of which idol he is serving, even if that is not its normal way of worship.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- The Punishment for Serving False Gods Intentionally and Inadvertently
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Anyone who serves stars and constellations
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willingly and inte ntio nally
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is liable for kares (spiritual excision)
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and if there were there witnesses and a forewarning
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he is stoned by the Beis Din.
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And if he served theminadvertently
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he brings a sacrifice of a fixed sin-offering.




Halacha 2 Liability for Idolatry Only Through Its Specific Mode of Worship
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Many different types of services and rituals were established by the worshipers of stars
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for each and every image, and for each and every form of idol,

M N7I2Y2 RPN M NTIaY

and the service of this particularidolis not like the service of that other one.
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For example, the idol of Peor, whose specific service is that a person uncovers himself to it in an indecent manner;
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and Marculis, whose service is that he throws stones to it, or he clears stones frombefore it to add to the heap;
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and many services like these they instituted for the rest of the images.
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Therefore, one who uncovers himself to Marculis, or who threw a stone to Peor, is exempt from the death penalty,
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until he serves it in the way of its specific service,

/38 D312 MPN DIPTPN NN MPRT 07930 1737 MUK RN

as it is said, "How did these nations serve their gods? And I will do so also, I."
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And because of this matter, the Beis Din are required to know the ways of the services of the various idols,
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for we do not stone a worshiper of stars until they know that this is indeed the way of its service.

Halacha 3 - Liability for the Four Services Unigue to Hashem Even When Not the Customary Worship
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And the warning in the Torah of performing these services and the like of them to an idol
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is what is written in the verse: "and do not serve them.”
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In what case are these words said, that one is only liable if he serves the idol in its normal manner?
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Regarding other services, except for bowing, and slaughtering, and burning incense, and pouring libations.
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But one who serves with one of these fourservices to one of all types of worship of stars is liable to the death penalty,
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and even though that is not the way of its service to worship it in this manner.
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Howso?

220 0°7Ap R AW IN 1Y N9 vn

Behold, one who poured libations to the idol Peor, or who slaughtered an animal to Markulis, is liable,
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as it is said: "He who slaughters to the gods shall be destroyed, except to Hashem alone.”
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Now, slaughtering was already included in the general category of service which is forbidden,
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and why did it go out from the general rule to be mentioned explicitly?
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To say to you: Just as slaughtering is unique in that they serve with it to the Name of Hashemin the Beis HaMikdash,
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and the one who slaughters to another god is liable to stoning for it,
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whether it was the way of its service with slaughtering, or whether it is not the way ofits service with slaughtering;
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s0 too, every service that is unique to the Name of Hashem,
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if he served with it to another god,
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whether that it was the way of its service in this manner, or whether that it is not in this manner, he is liable for it.
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For this reason it is said: "do not bow down to another god,”
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to obligate for the bowing, evenif it is not the way of its service in this manner.
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And it is the same law for one who burns incense and pours libations.
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And sprinkling blood and pouring libations, they are considered one category of service.

Halacha 4 - Worshiping an Idol Through Disgraceful Acts and Accepting an Idol as a Deity

If one smeared to it, to an idol, feces asan act of degradation,
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or who poured alibation to it of a chamber pot of water of feet, meaning urine,

If one slaughtered to it alocust,
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he is exempt from the death penalty,
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unless indeed was its worship with this specific act.




And likewise if one slaughtered to it an animal lacking a limb,

he is exempt,

unless indeed was the way of its worship with this kind of worship.

Regarding an idol that they worship it with a staff:

if one broke a staff before it,

he is liable, as breaking is akin to slaughtering,

and it, the staff, is forbidden for any use as an offering to an idol.

If one threw a staff before it,

he is liable for performing its service,

but the staff is not forbidden.
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The reason is because not throwing of the staff is like sprinkling of the blood on the Mizbe'ach;

for behold the staff remains as it is when thrown,

and the blood scatters when sprinkled.
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One who accepts upon himself one fromall types of idols as a god,
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is liable to stoning.
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And evenif he lifted a brick
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and said to it, "my god you are,"
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and likewise any similar to speech this,

he is liable.
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And even if he retracted - within the time of speech, which is the time it takes a disciple to greet his teacher,
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and said, "is not this my god,"
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is not his retraction anything of substance to save him,
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but instead he is stoned.

Halacha S - Serving an Idol in a Derisive Manner When That is Its Way of Worship
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One who serves anidol according to its established way of worship,
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and even if he did so in a way of disgrace and contempt,

he is still liable for serving avodah zarah.
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Howso?

it *70 2iyo’h ngy yisn

One who exposes himself to the idol of Peorin order to disgrace it,
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or one who threw a stone to the idol of Marculis in order to disgrace it,
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since its worship is performed with this very act,

he is liable for worshiping it.
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And if he did so without realizing it was forbidden, he brings a sacrifice for his inadvertent transgression.

Halacha 6 - Serving an Idol Out of Love or Fear and Acts of Deference to an Idol
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One who serves worship of stars out of love for the idol itself,
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for example, that he desired this image because of its craftsmanship, that was beautiful exceedingly,
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or that he served it out of his fear of it, lest it do harm to him,
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just as its worshipers imagine, that it does good and does harm;

Moo 22 miPR2 1Y nap ox

if he accepted it upon himself as a god, he is liable to stoning,
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but if he served it only in the way of its service, or in one of four primary services, out of love or out of fear without

accepting itasa god, he is exempt from the death penalty.
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One who embraces worship of stars, and one who kisses it,
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and one who sweeps, and one who sprinkles water before it to lay the dust,

and one who washes it, and one who anoints it, and one who dresses it, and one who puts shoes onit,
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and all similar to these matters of honor,
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transgresses a negative commandment, as it is said: "And do not serve them,”
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and these matters are in the category of service.
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And even though thisisso, he does not receive lashes for one of them, because they are not explicitly written in the
Torah.
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And if the way of its service was with one of all these things, and he did it to serve it, he is liable to the full penalty.

Halacha 7 - Probibition of Bending Down Before an Idol Due to Appearances
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Ifa splinter sat, meaning it became stuck, for him in his foot while he was standing before an idol of worship of stars,
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he shall not bend down and remove it while standing there,
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because to onlookers it appears like he is one bowing to it.
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Similarly, if money scattered for him in front of it,
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he shall not bend down and take them froma standing position,
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because it appears like he is one bowing to it;
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rather, he shall sit down completely, and after so, from his seated position, he shall take them, as this does not look like bowing.

Halacha 8 - Probibition of Drinking from Statues Spouting Water Before an Idol
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Regarding statues that spout water
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before an idol of worship of stars,
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a person should not place his mouth upon their mouth and drink,
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because it appears like he is kissing the idol of worship of stars.

Halacha 9- The Probibition of Making an Idol for Oneself or for Others

inRYH 092090 NTiay nwiyn

One who makes an idol of worship of stars for himself,
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even though he did not make it with his own hand but rather had someone else make it for him,
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and even if not yet he worshiped it,
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he is lashed,
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as it is said in the Torah in Shemos 20:4, "Do not make for yourself a carved image or any likeness."
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And likewise, one who makes an object of worship of stars with his own hand for others,
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even if he made it for a non-Jewish worshiper of stars,
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he is lashed,
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as it is said in Vayikra 19:4, "and gods of molten metal do not make for yourselves” which the Sages expound to mean you

shall not make them for others to worship.
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Therefore, one who makes an object of worship of stars with his own hand for himself
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is lashed twice, once for making it for himself and once for physically making it.

Halacha 10 - The Probibition of Making a Protruding Human Image for Decoration
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It is forbidden to make images for decoration
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and even though that it is not for the purpose of worship of stars,
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as it is said in Shemos 20:20, "Do not make with Me,"
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meaning to say, images of silver and gold which are not made except for decoration,
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in order that not will err with them those who err and imagine that they are for worship of stars.
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And there is no prohibition to form for decoration except the form of the human alone.
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Therefore, we do not form, not in wood, and not in plaster, and not in stone, the form of the human.
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And this is when it is the image protruding,
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for example, the drawing and the carving that are in the hall and similar to them,
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and if one formed such a protruding image, he receives lashes.
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But if was the image sunken,
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oranimage of colors,

for example, the images that are on top of the tablets and the boards,
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or images that they embroider in the weaving,
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behold, these are permitted.

Halacha 11 - The Probibition of Fashioning Images of Man and Heavenly Bodies

DTN NS NIMY ANin Yy WUw nysy

Regarding a ring that has upon it a seal which is the form of a man:
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if the form was protruding, it is forbidden to wear it, because it looks like he is wearing an idol,
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but it is permitted to seal with it, since the seal it leaves in the wax or clay will be sunken.
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And if the form was sunken, it is permitted to wear it,
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and it is forbidden to seal with it,
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because their impression will make in it, meaning in the wax, the form protruding, and one is forbidden to make a

protruding formof a human.
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And likewise, it is forbidden to fashion the likeness of the sun and the moon, stars, constellations, and angels,
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as it is said in the Torah in Shemos 20:20, "Do not make with Me,"
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which the Gemara in Rosh Hashanah 24b expounds to mean: "Do not make like the likeness of My servants who serve
before Me on high,”
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and this prohibition applies even to drawing themflat on the tablet.
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However, the forms of beasts and other living creatures, except for man,
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and the forms of trees and grasses and similar to them—
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itis permitted to fashion them,
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and even if the form was protruding.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by establishing the punishments for serving false gods, whether done willingly or inadvertently. The
Rambam explains that because gentiles established unique and often bizarre services for each idol—such as defecating before
Pe'or or throwing stones at Marculis—a person is generally only liable if he worships the idol in its traditionally accepted
manner, which requires the Beis Din to be knowledgeable in these pagan practices. However, the Torah singles out four

specific services that are modeled after the avodah in the Beis HaMikdash—slaughtering, bowing, burning an offering, and




pouring a libation (including sprinkling blood) —ruling that performing any of these four acts to any idol brings immediate

liability, even if it is not the customary mode of worship for that particular deity.
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My dear talmid, look at the incredible depth of what the Rambamis teaching us here. The Torah tells us that if a person
worships an idol in its specific way, even if that way is completely bizarre, like throwing stones or doing something dirty and
degrading, he is fully liable. Why? Because that is how that specific thing is served. But then the Torah adds that there are
four special services, like bowing down or bringing an offering, that make a person liable no matter what, because these are

the ultimate expressions of surrender and devotion that belong only to Hashem.

What is the deep avodah for us here? The yetzer hara is very clever. He doesn't come to a frum Yid and say, "Go worship an
idol." Instead, he tries to get us to bow down and surrender our minds, our hearts, and our precious time to the modern
"idols" of our generation, our phones, our careers, or the pursuit of honor. We might think, "I'mnot really bound to these
things, I'mjust using them!" But the sugya teaches us that surrender is surrender. When you bow your head and give your

entire focus to something other than Hashem, you are giving away a piece of your neshama’s devotion to a foreign power.

We also see how careful we must be with our actions. The halachah says thatif a coin falls in front of an idol, you cannot
bend down to pick it up because it looks like you are bowing to it. A Yid must live with such a high level of yiras Shamayim
that even the appearance of compromise is completely unacceptable. We must be pure, inside and out, ensuring that every

single bend of our knee and every thought of our heart is directed "I'Hashemlevado”, to Hashemalone.

Today, notice where you direct your focus and devotion. When you feel the urge to immediately bow your head and
surrender your attention to a distraction or a screen, pause for ten seconds, lift your eyes upward, and consciously declare

that your mind and heart belong only to Hashem.
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