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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambam guides us through the painful but necessary halachos of an Ir HaNidachas—a Jewish city that
has been led astray to worship avodah zarah. We will learn about the severe punishments involved, including the stoning of
the beguilers who instigated the rebellion, and the decapitation of the city's inhabitants who fell into this terrible sin. The
Rambam outlines the strict scriptural requirements that must be met before a city can be given this status, emphasizing that this
is not a matter fora local court, but a national tragedy that can only be judged by the supreme Sanhedrin of seventy-one

sages.

We will also explore the specific conditions regarding who must lead the city astray, the required size of the population, and
which cities are excluded from these laws, such as Yerushalayimand border towns. The chapter details the exact process of
investigation, the call to teshuvah, and the ultimate destruction of the city's property and inhabitants if they refuse to repent,
showing us the extreme measures the Torah takes to eradicate the poison of idolatry from the midst of Klal Yisrael.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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worship  that they did not though - even arestoned these behold  fromIsrael acity Those who lead astray
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it that they worshiped until their city the inhabitants of —  they led astray but stars worship of
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worship of  on condition that they ~and thatis by sword are executed that wasled astray the city and the people of

worshiped
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for the one who leads  and a warning asa god upon themselves that they accepted it or stars
astray
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your mouth upon shallbe heard not  asitissaid fromwhere is it derived

This balacha details the capital punishments for those who lead a Jewish city astray into idolatry and for the inhabitantswho followthem.
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Halacha 2 - The Conditions for a Condemned City and the Law When They Are Not Met
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and fromthat fromits midst itsenticers that there willbe until condemned a city is made the city  Not
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theircity  the inhabitantsof —  and theyled astray 14 13  Devarim fromyour midst asitissaid  the tribe
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14 13 Devarim  asitissaid two than  more or two itsenticers  that there will be and until
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of  the majority and upto fromone hundred the enticed ones and there will be its majority that they lead astray
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asitissaid  asindividuals them  wejudge a tribe of  the majority wasenticed i but a tribe
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and any large a metropolis and not small avillage not the city  the inhabitantsof 16 13  Devarim
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if andso large is a metropolis  a tribe of  and the majority ~ small isa village than one hundred less
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or itsminority thatwasenticed or anindividual thatenticedit or minors or  women enticed it
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the law of init wejudge not ofit fromoutside itsenticers thatwere or on theirown thatthey were enticed

b3 PoRio) 223912 NTIRY TAYY DOTMD 11 M7 NPN NOTIT Y

every and we stone stars worship of  whoserved asindividuals they are behold  but  condemned a city
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This halacha outlinesthe specific demographic and geographic criteria required to classify a city asan Ir HalNidachas, and the consequences if these

conditionsare not fulfilled.
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asitissaid  and seventy one of  judgment ina house of except ledastray acity judge We donot
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did who that the woman — or that the man — "And you shall bring S 17 Devarim
out
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every of  judgment in the house of are executed individuals your gates" to this evil  the thing —
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the great  judgment in the house of except are executed the many butnot and gate  gate

This halacha establishes that while individuals who commit idolatry are judged by local courts, an entirve city led astray must be judged by the

Sanbedrin of seventy-one.
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inone of 2 17 Deuteronony asitissaid  led astray  a city is made refuge  of the cities of  one Not
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thatnot because led astray  a city is made Yerushalayim  and not your cities in one of  your gates

10127 NPY 7D TB92 NATIT VY PRIy PR .Dowaw? aptnn:

will enter thatnot inorder on the border led astray acity dothey make andnot  to the tribes it was divided
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one  judgment a house of and not Yisrael the Land of — and destroy stars worshipers of
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it makes distant they were  if but this beside this led astray cities three makes

This halacha details which cities are excluded from being condemned as an Ir HaNidachas, such as cities of refuge, Yerushalayim, and border towns.
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and they say ~ many  in the language of its proselytizers they proselytize it until condemned a city make We do not
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letusgo or andbumincense letusgo or andsacrifice letusgo or and worship letusgo tothem
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listen and they asagod andaccept letusgo or andbowdown letusgo or and pour libations
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that they accepted it or worships of the four ~ withone  or its worship  the way of it and worship
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these  the conditions all of and in its proselytizers init getfulfilled thatdid not condemned A city asa god
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who worshiped  of them and one one  againsteach and testify we warn  tothem  dowe do how
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goes to their heirs  and their property who worshiped  as individuals them  and we stone stars worship of

This halacha outlinesthe specific plural phrasing required by the instigators to classify a town as a condemned city, and explains that if any conditions

are missing, the idolaters are judged only asindividuals.
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led astray a city to be made fitting that it is atthe time  led astray acity isthe judgmentof And how
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clear with proof  they know until and probe  and investigate send Great the Court

nTiagy MM AR N TYR bR nmTY s

stars to the worship of and they turned  its majority or the city all of that was led astray
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and to return them to warn them Sages disciples of  two to them they send  that after
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the Court  in their folly they stand  and if itiswell ~ repentance and perform they return if
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and wage them besiege andthey forthe army againstthem  togoup Israel all of . command
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they setupmany  immediately ~ when itis breached the city is breached until war with them
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witnesses  two  againsthim whocame one every them and they judge law  courtsof for them
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if they are found him they separate him that they warned after stars that he worshiped
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if they are found issaved  the city and the rest of them they stone its minority  the worshipers all
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and they execute their judgment there and they conclude  Great  to the Court them they bring up  its majority

DTN W3 DD NN PIM O3 MY WX 23 Pavim opT

init  whichis man soulof every — and they strike by the sword who worshiped these all of
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the worshipers were found  and if  allofit wasled astray  if  and women children the sword by the mouth of
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the sword by the mouth of the worshipers of and women the children  all of — they strike its majority
PPRID M ANTIY T2 AP AnTQY AT A °R?
its instigators — they stone  its majority that wasled astray — or whether allofit that wasled astray and whether
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itenters untl  fromit  outside awall they build of it outside itsstreet if was a street for it
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init  whichis living soul every and they kill itsstreet the midst of into asitissaid into its midst
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action isa commandment of and its burning infire  the city = with its spoil all of — and they burn
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allof  and  the city — in fire and you shall burn 17 13 Deuteronony  as it is said
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— —  its spoil

This balacha details the step-by-step procedure for investigating, warning, conquering, and executing the judgment of an Ir HaNidachas.
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goastray whodid not the city the inhabitants of are the rest of and they thatis withinit the righteous The property of
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islost  their money there they dwelt since itsspoil  within the category of are burned  its majority with
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13 Devarim  asitissaid once receiveslashes thatitis inanyamount fromit who derivesbenefit and anyone
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This halacha teaches that the property of the righteous minority who did not worship idolsis also destroyed along with the rest of the condemned city.
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Halacha 8 - An Ir HaNidachas Whose Witnesses Were Proven Zomemim and the Prohibition of Rebuilding It
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it did he acquire And why they were proven since fromit tobenefit and itis permitted hasacquired it
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his judgment that was finalized from the time his property declared ownerless already and one one  because each
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13 Deuteronony asitissaid receives lashes it who rebuilds and anyone forever rebuilt  And itis not
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not asitissaid  and orchards gardens to make it And itis permitted anymore  shall it be rebuilt ~ not 17
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it was like asacity shallitbe rebuilt not anymore shallitbe rebuilt




This halacha discusses the status of property in an Ir HaNidachas if the witnesses are proven to be zomemim, and the probibition against rebuilding the

city.
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and was led astray that wasled astray through the city it passed if to place from place that passes A caravan
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and if is destroyed and their property by sword they are executed days thirty there  itstayed if with it
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is to their heirs  and their property are by stoning they  not

This halacha detailsthe legal status and punishment of a traveling caravan that isled astray while passing through an apostate city.
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Halacha 10 - The Status of Outside Property and the Wicked Inbabitants' Property in an Er Nidachat
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though - even  within it deposited  that were  another a city the people of The property of
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to their owners they shall return  but rather burned are not responsibility upon themselves that they accepted
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Thishalacha clarifiesthat property belonging to outsiders kept in an apostate city is spared, while the wicked inbabitants property kept elsewhere isonly

burned if gathered into the city.
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that was other acity belongsto and half of which thatisled astray acity belongsto half of which An animal
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todivide it thatitis possible because is permitted so thatis  butdough isforbidden this behold — within it

This halacha discusses whether jointly owned property, where one partner is from the condemned city and the other is from a different city, must be

destroyed.
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thatis stoned like an ox  for benefit is forbidden which was slaughtered thatisled astray acity — of  Ananimal
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is permitted  thatisinit women of  whether men of  whether of'the head The hair which was slaughtered
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and is forbidden  itsspoil s from the category of it behold  foreign a wig of but for benefit

This halacha details which items from a condemned city (Ir HaNidachas) are forbidden for benefit and which remain permitted.
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Halacha 13 - The Status of Connected Produce and Consecrated Property in a Condemned City
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Devarim  "you shall gather” 17 13  Devarim  asitissaid is permitted within it thatis connected Produce
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produce excluding and burning gathering except lacking whichisnot that "and you shallbum” 17 13
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the head  forhairof isthe law and this and burning and gathering detaching lacks which thatis connected
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the sacrifice of asitissaid  shalldie the Altar consecrated items of within it Consecrated property their heirs
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that and after shall be redeemed the Temple the maintenance of consecrated items of isan abomination wicked people
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This halacha details which itemsin a condemned city are excluded from the destruction, such asconnected produce and Temple-treasury property.
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and they must die  the altar are holy things of they behold unblemished thatare withinit and the tithe The firstborn
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that are within it ~ The terumos and are slain itsanimal  are in the category of they behold blemishes and those with
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they sl and if his property that they are because they mustrot a Kohen the hand of they reached  if
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that they are because  another aprovince of toaKohen they shallbe given —an Yisrael are in the hand of
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This balacha detailsthe status of boly animals and priestly tithes found within a condemned city, distinguishing between personal property and the

property of Heaven.
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these behold thatare inside it the holiness and writings of second tithe and money of second Tithe
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must be entombed

| This halacha discusses the status of holy items and tithes found within an apostate city, which must be entombed rather than destroyed.
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a burnt offering  is like one who offers this behold thatisled astray ona city judgment who performs Anyone
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but only Andnot  your God" to Hashem "entirely 17 13  Devarim  asitissaid entirely consumed
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The Rambam explains that executing judgment upon a city led astray isspiritually equivalent to offering a burnt offering and brings Divine mercy

upon Israel.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter details the complete halachic process and execution of an Ir HaNidachas. A city can only be condemned if it is
led astray by two or more men fromits own tribe and city who use plural language to entice the residents, and if those led
astray number between one hundred people and a majority of the tribe. If these conditions are met, the Sanhedrin sends
Torah sages to call themto teshuvah; if they refuse, the nation wages war against the city. Those who worshiped are tried,
and if they constitute the majority, they are executed by decapitation, while the beguilers are stoned, and all the city's
property—including the property of the righteous residents who lived there—is gathered into the public square and burned

completely as a mitzvah.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The laws of the Ir HaNiddachas (the city led astray) teach us a profound lesson about the power of our environment and the
company we keep. The Torah reveals a striking halachah: if a righteous person lives in such a city, even though he never
served the avodah zarah and remained completely faithful to Hashem, his property is still destroyed along with the spoils of
the wicked. The Rambam explains the reason: "Since they lived there, their property is lost.”

This is not a mere technicality; it is a fundamental principle of spiritual reality. The atmosphere we choose to immerse ourselves
in, the neighborhood we live in, and the friends we surround ourselves with inevitably leave an imprint on us. We cannot
remain completely unaffected by a toxic environment, even if we believe our personal faith is ironclad. By choosing to remain

in a place of spiritual decay, a person binds their destiny to it.

Conversely, the Torah goes to extraordinary lengths to prevent this tragedy. Before any action is taken, the Sanhedrin sends
two Torah sages to warn the people and motivate themto do teshuvah. Hashemdoes not desire destruction; He desires
return. We must learn from this to actively seek out environments of Torah and yiras Shamayim that lift us up, and to always

leave a door open for others to make teshuvah and return to the right path.

Today, take a look at your daily environment, whether it is your physical surroundings, your social circle, or the digital spaces
you occupy. Identify one negative influence or environment that you can distance yourself from, and replace it with a

positive, Torah-filled connection.
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