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Learned like the daf; the literal words in bold, flowing with the elucidation

L CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambam guides us through the painful but necessary halachos of an Ir HaNidachas—a Jewish city that
has been led astray to worship avodah zarah. We will learn about the severe punishments involved, including the stoning of
the beguilers who instigated the rebellion, and the decapitation of the city's inhabitants who fell into this terrible sin. The
Rambam outlines the strict scriptural requirements that must be met before a city can be given this status, emphasizing that this
is not a matter fora local court, but a national tragedy that can only be judged by the supreme Sanhedrin of seventy-one

sages.

We will also explore the specific conditions regarding who must lead the city astray, the required size of the population, and
which cities are excluded from these laws, such as Yerushalayimand border towns. The chapter details the exact process of
investigation, the call to teshuvah, and the ultimate destruction of the city's property and inhabitants if they refuse to repent,
showing us the extreme measures the Torah takes to eradicate the poison of idolatry from the midst of Klal Yisrael.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1 - The Laws of Those Who Mislead a City and Its Inbabitants
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Those who lead astray a city from Israel
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behold, these are stoned by the Beis Din,
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even though they did not themselves worship worship of stars,
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but rather they led astray the inhabitants of their city
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until they worshiped it.

PRI Y W

And the people of the city that was led astray
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are executed by sword,
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and that is on condition that they actually worshiped worship of stars
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or that they accepted it upon themselves as a god.
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And the Torah's warning for the one who leads astray, from where is it derived? It is
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as it is said, "not shall it be heard upon your mouth.”

Halacha 2- The Conditions for a Condemned City and the Law When They Are Not Met
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The city is not made a city condemned to be destroyed with all its property
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until its enticers will be from its midst and from that same tribe in whose territory the city lies,
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as it is said, "There went out men, sons of worthlessness, from your midst, and they led astray the inhabitants of their city."
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And the law of a city condemned does not apply until its enticers will be two or more than two people,
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as it is said, "There went out men — in the plural, meaning at least two — sons of worthlessness, and they led astray the

inhabitants of their city."
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And it is not condemned until they lead astray its majority of residents.
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And the enticed ones must be from one hundred residents and up to the majority of a tribe.

VY P 937 N7 AN DaN

But if the majority of a tribe was enticed,
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we judge themas individuals who served avodah zarah, and not under the laws of a city condemned,
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as it is said, "the inhabitants of the city” — which teaches that it must be a standard city, not a small village and not a large

metropolis.
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And any settlement with less than one hundred residents is considered a small village.
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And a population that is the majority of a tribe is considered a large metropolis.
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And so, if women or minors enticed it,
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or if an individual enticed it,
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or if its minority was enticed,
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or if they were enticed on their own without any outside enticers,
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or if its enticers were from outside of it,
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we do notjudge in it the law of a city condemned;
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but behold, they are judged as individuals who served worship of stars,
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and we stone every one who served the avodah zarah,
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and their money goes to their heirs, like the rest of those executed by the house of law (Beis Din), rather than being

burnt.




Halacha 3 - A City Led Astray is Judged Only by the Supreme Court
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We do notjudge acity led astray

S EARBO A BUEER D

exceptinahouse of judgment of seventy-one judges, which is the Sanhedrin Hagadol,
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as it is said in the Torah in Devarim 17:5, "And you shall bring out — the man that or — the woman that who did — the
thing evil this to your gates”;
"WYY 1Y P2 PY 10T M3z oo BT

fromhere we learn that individuals are executed in the house of judgment of every gate and gate, meaning the local Bais

Din of twenty-three in each city,
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but the many are not executed except in the Great House of Judgment of seventy-one in Yerushalayim.

Halacha 4 - Exclusions from the Laws of a City Led Astray
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Not one of the cities of refuge is made a city led astray,
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as it is said in the Torah, "in one of your gates," which means in one of your ordinary cities, excluding the cities of refuge

which belong to the Levi'im.
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And not even Yerushalayim is made a city led astray,
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because that it not was divided to the tribes as an inheritance, and the Torah refers to "your gates” which belong to your

specific tribes.
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And not do they make a city led astray on the border of the Land of Yisrael,
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in order that not will enter worshipers of stars through the ruined border city and destroy — the Land of Yisrael.
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And not does one house of judgment, the Great Sanhedrin, make three cities led astray if they are this beside this,

adjacent to one another, so as not to desolate the land.
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But if they were distant fromone another, the Sanhedrin makes them cities led astray.

Halacha 5 - The Conditions for a Condemned City and the Law When They Are Not Fulfilled
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We do not make a city have the status of a condemned city
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until its proselytizers proselytize it in the language of many, meaning they address the community in the plural,
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and they say to them:
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"Let us go and worship” avodah zarah,
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or"let us go and sacrifice,"
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or"letus go and burn incense,"
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or"let us go and pour libations,"
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or"letus go and bow down,"
7782 2P0 773 X
or"letus go and acceptitas a god,”
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and they listen to them
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and they worshiped it in the way of its customary worship,
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or with one of the four primary worships even if it is not its customary way,
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or that they accepted it as a god.
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A condemned city that did not get fulfilled init and in its proselytizers all of these conditions,
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how do we do to them in terms of judgment?
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We warn and testify against each and every one of them who worshiped worship of stars,
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and we stone them as individuals who worshiped avodah zarah, rather than executing themby the sword as a city,
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and their property goes to their heirs, instead of being burnt.

Halacha 6 - The Judicial Process and Punishment of a City Led Astray into Idolatry
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And how is the judgment of a city led astray carried out?

L0730 9%y mwynb TN TN Tar2

At the time that it is fitting to be made a city led astray,
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the Great Court sends messengers and they investigate and probe
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until they know with clear proof that all of the city or its majority was led astray
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and they turned to the worship of stars.
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After that, they send to them two disciples of Sages to warn them and to return them to the proper path.
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If they return and perform repentance, it is well;
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and if they stand in their folly,
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the Court commands all of Israel to go up against them for the army,
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and they besiege them and wage war with them until the city is breached.
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When it is breached, immediately they set up many courts of law for them and they judge them.
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Every one against whom came two witnesses that he worshiped stars after they warned him, they separate him from the

others.
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If all the worshipers are found to be its minority, they stone them, and the rest of the city is saved.
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If they are found to be its majority, they bring them up to the Great Court and they conclude their judgment there,
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and they execute all of these who worshiped, by the sword.
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And they strike every soul of man which is in it by the mouth of the sword, children and women, if all of it was led

as tray.
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And if the worshipers were found to be its majority, they strike all of the children and women of the worshipers by

the mouth of the sword.
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And whether all of it was led astray, or whe ther its majority was led astray, they stone its instigators,
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and they gather all of its spoil into the midst of its street.
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If there is no street to it, they make a street for it.
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If its street was outside of it, they build a wall outside of it until it enters into its midst,
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as it is said, "into the midst of its street.”
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And they kill every living soul which is in it,
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and they burn all of its spoil with the city in fire.
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And its burning is a positive commandment,
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as it is said in Devarim 13:17, "and you shall burn in fire the city and all of its spoil.”

Halacha 7 - The Status of the Property of Righteons Inhabitants in a Condemned City

M2IN3Y D3R T8N 031

The property of the righteous people who are within it—
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and they are the rest of the inhabitants of the city who did not go astray with its majority—
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are burned within the category of'its spoil,
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since they dwelt there, their money is lost as a punishment for staying in such a wicked place.
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And anyone who derives benefit from it in any amount
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receives lashes once,
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as it is said in the Torah (Devarim 13:18):
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"And not shall cling to your hand anything from the banned property.”

Halacha 8 - An Ir HaNidachas Whose Witnesses Were Proven Zomemim and the Probibition of Rebuilding It
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And regarding a city that was led astray whose witnesses were proven to be zome mim (conspiring liars),
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anyone who takes possession of its property has acquired it,

And why did the one who took possession acquire it?
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Because each and every one of the residents already declared ownerless his property from the time that his judg ment
was finalized, thinking he would be executed and his property destroyed, so it became ownerless property available for anyone to

acquire.
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And a city that was actually condemned and destroyed is not rebuilt forever,
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and anyone who rebuilds it receives lashes,
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as it is said, "It shall not be rebuilt anymore."
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And it is permitted to make it into gardens and orchards,
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as it is said, "It shall not be rebuilt anymore"—meaning,
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it shall not be rebuilt as a city like it was originally.

Halacha 9- The Law of 714 e n an Apostate City

2ipn’ Dipnn NNV RPY

Regarding a caravan that passes from place to place,
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if it passed through the city that was led astray and was led astray with it, meaning the members of the caravan also served

the idols of that city,
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if it stayed there for thirty days, they are considered residents of the city, and therefore
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they are executed by the sword and their property is destroyed just like the rest of the city's inhabitants,
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and if not, meaning they stayed there for less than thirty days, they are not treated as residents of the condemned city; rather, they

are judged as individual idolaters, and thus
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they are executed by stoning and their property is not destroyed, but rather goes to their heirs.

Halacha 10 - The Status of Outside Property and the Wicked Inbabitants’ Property in an Er Nidachat
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The property of the people of another city that were deposited within it, meaning within the condemned city,
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even though the residents of the condemned city accepted upon themselves responsibility for those items,
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they are not burned along with the rest of the city’s spoil,
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but rather they shall re turn to their owners,
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as it is said in the Torah regarding the condemned city, "its spoil”—and not the spoil of its neighbor.
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Conversely, the property of the wicked residents of the condemned city who were led astray, that were deposited in

another city,
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if they were gathered with it, meaning if they had already been brought back and collected inside the condemned city before it

was destroyed, they are burned inits generality as part of its spoil;
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and if not, meaning they were not gathered into the condemned city but remained deposited elsewhere, we do not destroy

them,
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but rather they shall be given to their heirs who did not stray after avodah zarah.

Halacha 11 - The Status of Jointly Owned Property in a Condemned City
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Regarding an animal, half of which belongs to the residents of a city that is led astray
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and half of which belongs to a resident of ano ther city, which was physically located within it
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behold, this animal is forbidden to benefit from, because a living animal cannot be divided without killing it, and the forbidden

half sanctifies the whole.
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But dough that is so—half belonging to the city led astray and half to another—is permitted to the owner of the permitted
half,
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because it is possible to divide it, and he can simply take his permitted portion.

Halacha 12 - The Probibition of Benefiting from Animals and Spoil of a Condemned City
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An animal of a city that is led astray which was slaughtered
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is forbidden for benefit like an ox that is stoned which was slaughtered.
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The hair of the head, whe ther of men or whe ther of women, that is in it, meaning in the city,
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is permitted for benefit,
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but the hair of a wig
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behold it is from the category of its spoil and is forbidden.

Halacha 13 - The Status of Connected Produce and Consecrated Property in a Condemned City
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Produce that is connected to the ground within it, meaning within the condemned city, is permitted and not destroyed,
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as it is said in the Torah regarding the condemned city, "you shall gather” and "you shall burn”,
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which implies that the Torah only forbade that which is not lacking any action except gathering and burning,
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excluding produce that is connected to the ground, which lacks de taching from the soil, and then gathering and burning.
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And this is also the law for hair of the head of the inhabitants, which is considered connected and is permitted,
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and there is no need to say that the trees themselves are not destroyed, that they are permitted,
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and behold they belong to their heirs who did not sin.
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Regarding consecrated property within it:
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consecrated items of the Altar, such as animals designated for sacrifices, cannot be offered or redeemed, but rather they shall

die,
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as it is said in Mishlei, "The sacrifice of wicked people is an abomination."
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However, consecrated items of the maintenance of the Temple shall be redeemed so that they lose their sanctity,
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and after that we burn them as part of the city's property,
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as it is said, you shall burn "its spoil”, which teaches: you must burn its own spoil, and not the spoil of Heaven, meaning

consecrated property which must first be redeemed.

Halacha 14 - The Status of Consecrated Animals and Ternmah in a Condemned City
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The firstborn and the tithe that are within it, the condemned city, which are unble mished,
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behold they are holy things of the altar, and since they cannot be offered as a korban nor redeemed, and they must die by

being locked away.
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And those with blemishes, which are not fit for the Mizbe'ach, behold they are in the category of its animal and are slain

along with the rest of the city's livestock.
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The terumos that are within it, if they reached the hand of a Kohen who lived in the city, they must rot and cannot be

used,
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because that they are his property, and the property of the city's residents must be destroyed.
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And if still they are in the hand of an Yisrael who lives in the city,
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they shall be given to a Kohen of another province,
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because that they are the property of Heaven and their holiness is holiness of the body, meaning they do not belong to

the Yisrael, so they are not part of the city’s condemned property.

Halacha 15 - The Law of Second Tithe and Sacred Writings in an Apostate City
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Second tithe produce that was brought into the condemned city,
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and money of second tithe that was not yet redeemed,
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and holy writings such as Sifrei Torah, Tefillin, and Mezuzos
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that are inside it,
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behold, these must be entombed and hidden away, rather than being burned with the rest of the city's spoils.

1R%) H;’? | Halacha 16 - The Judgment of an Ir HaNidachas and Its Spiritual Blessings
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Anyone who executes judgment on a city that is led astray by destroying it and carrying out the Torah's law,
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behold, this is like one who offers a burnt offering that is entirely consumed on the Mizbe'ach,
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as it is said in the Torah regarding the city's spoils: "entirely to Hashem, your God."
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And not only that, but doing so removes the fierce anger of Hashemfrom Israel,
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as it is said: "so that Hashe m will turn back from the fierceness of His anger."
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And it brings upon them blessing and mercy,
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as it is said: "and He will grant you mercy, and He will have mercy on you, and He will multiply you."

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter details the complete halachic process and execution of an Ir HaNidachas. A city can only be condemned if it is
led astray by two or more men fromits own tribe and city who use plural language to entice the residents, and if those led
astray number between one hundred people and a majority of the tribe. If these conditions are met, the Sanhedrin sends
Torah sages to call themto teshuvah; if they refuse, the nation wages war against the city. Those who worshiped are tried,
and if they constitute the majority, they are executed by decapitation, while the beguilers are stoned, and all the city's
property—including the property of the righteous residents who lived there—is gathered into the public square and burned

completely as a mitzvah.
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The laws of the Ir HaNiddachas (the city led astray) teach us a profound lesson about the power of our environment and the
company we keep. The Torah reveals a striking halachah: if a righteous person lives in such a city, even though he never
served the avodah zarah and remained completely faithful to Hashem, his property is still destroyed along with the spoils of
the wicked. The Rambam explains the reason: "Since they lived there, their property is lost.”

This is not a mere technicality; it is a fundamental principle of spiritual reality. The atmosphere we choose to immerse ourselves
in, the neighborhood we live in, and the friends we surround ourselves with inevitably leave an imprint on us. We cannot
remain completely unaffected by a toxic environment, even if we believe our personal faith is ironclad. By choosing to remain

in a place of spiritual decay, a person binds their destiny to it.

Conversely, the Torah goes to extraordinary lengths to prevent this tragedy. Before any action is taken, the Sanhedrin sends
two Torah sages to warn the people and motivate themto do teshuvah. Hashemdoes not desire destruction; He desires
return. We must learn from this to actively seek out environments of Torah and yiras Shamayim that lift us up, and to always

leave a door open for others to make teshuvah and return to the right path.

Today, take a look at your daily environment, whether it is your physical surroundings, your social circle, or the digital spaces
you occupy. Identify one negative influence or environment that you can distance yourself from, and replace it with a

positive, Torah-filled connection.

"I P12 - 212 NTI3Y N3 U711 790 - Navy & Gold - From the Hebrew Source Text HILCHOS AVODAS KOCHAVIM - CHAPTER FOUR - 16 HALACHAS




