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Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambam takes us into the severe halachos of a mesit—one who tries to entice a fellow Jew to serve
avodah zarah—and a madiach, who leads an entire city astray. We will learn the strict procedures the Torah demands to bring
such a person to justice, including the unique allowance to set a trap for him, and the absolute prohibition to show himany

mercy or defend himin court.

We will also learn the halachos of a navi sheker, a false prophet who claims to speak in the name of an avodah zarah. The
Rambam explains the severe prohibition against even listening to his arguments or contemplating the signs and wonders he
might perform to prove his words, showing us how we must guard our emunah with absolute purity.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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even isstoned thisone behold a woman whether aman whether of Israel one  One who incites
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because but stars worship of  the incited and not the inciter worshiped that not though
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whether a prophet thatwas whether an ordinary person the inciter ~ that was whether to worship that he instructed him
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is by stoning hisdeath  individuals or awoman or aman anindividual the incited thatwas

This balacha establishes that the punishment of stoning applies to anyone who incites a fellow Jew ro worship idols, regardless of whether the inciter or the

incited actually performed the worship.
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Halacha 2 - The Distinction Between a Mesit and a Madiach and the Law of a Prophet Who Misleads
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a mesit called andisnot isa madiach this behold the city the people of the majority of —  One who incites
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behold and those led astray is by stoning  his death  a prophet the city the majority of wholed astray this Ifhe was
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the madiach-inciters there willbe until led astray  acity like the people of and they are not are like individuals they
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said whosaid ~ or  worship her stars the worshipof tome  she said one whosays And both two
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who led astray isa prophet this behold stars the worship of worship is He  blessed the Holy One to me

1°2 NO9IY noonn .’729; YT 2™ 1NN N axy

whether whoincited The mesit he is stoned  the city the majority of afterhim they were led astray and if
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One whosays Howso oneisstoned this behold an individual in the language of whether ~ many  in the language of
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with the worship and let us worship letusgo and I will worship I will go stars I will worship to his fellow
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Iwillgo Iwillslaughter withit tobe worshiped stars worship of that that is the way of suchand such
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letusgo and I will burnincense Iwillgo I will burnincense andletusslaughter letusgo and I will slaughter
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and let us pour a let us go and I will pour a Iwillgo I will poura libation and let us burn incense
libation libation
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Ifhe incited isa mesit this behold and letusbow down letusgo andIwillbow down Iwillgo I willbow down
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and they testify law  to the house of ~ him bring and they are his witnesses they behold two
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him and they stone tothem he said that thus against him

This halacha defines the legal differences between one who incites an individual (mesit) and one who misleads an entire city (madiach), detailing the

specific expressions of incitement and the rules of testimony.
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friends  tome There are says he toone  He said warning needs the mesit  And not
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the mesit  that they will see in order  dark ina place and places them two brings ~ The musat
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thatyousaid what  Say  to the mesit says and he them he willsee and not his words and they will hear
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This halacha detailsthe unique legal procedure of setting a hidden trap with witnessesto convict a mesit, an exception to the standard rules of warning

and testimony.
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Halacha 4 - The Obligation to Execute an Enticer and the Probibition of Showing Him Mercy
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againsthim shallbe yourhand 10 13 Devarim  asitissaid tokillhim the enticed one isin the hand of A mitzvah
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asitissaid  the enticer — tolove  forthe enticed one And it is forbidden  etc. to kill him first
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S 23 Shemos  regarding an enemy it is said And since tohim be attracted donot 9 13  Devarim
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9 13  Devarim says the teaching thisone musthelp you  one might think withhim you shallhelp  surely
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Andall 12 13 Devarim  asitissaid fromwhere isit derived who entices foran ordinary person And the warning
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and fear shall hear Yisrael

This halacha detailsthe unique stringencies applied to a mesit (one who entices others to worship idols), including the probibition of defending himor

saving hislife.
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Halacha 5 - One Who Entices to Worship Himself Versus One Who Entices to Another Deity
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and if he isstoned they worshiped him  if  worshipme tothem and said to worship him others One who entices
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but stoned  heisnot yes andsaid fromhim thattheyaccepted though even they worshiped him  not
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he accepted  if stars worship of  kinds of  to other or another aman tothe worshipof he enticed  if
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even and we will worship we willgo yes andsaid fromhim

both of them he worshiped  not thatstill  though

N?1 1% MOND ND" L 20 DON2T WY NDIMM NooRd 1PPpos

and not him you shall desire  not 9 13 Devarim  asitissaid and the enticed the enticer are stoned

0 I YR DX KT TR ynun

he is liable and desired he listened  if  behold  tohim  you shall listen

This balacha distinguishes between a mesit who entices others to worship himself and one who enticesthem to worship another person or deity.
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worship of  in the name of who prophesies A prophet

to me said one whosays thisis  how so stars
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asitissaid isstrangled this one behold two in the presence of him they warned  if the pure —
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that the prophet and shall die other gods in the name of shall speak and who 20 18 Devarim
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gods and the name of 13 23 Shemos asitissaid isfromthe generalrule  ofit  and the warning

shall you mention  not other




This halacha definesthe transgression and capital punishment of one who falsely claimsthat an idol commanded a specific law or practice.
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stars worship of  in the name of one who prophesies with and response argument toarrange And itis forbidden
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pay attention we donot on hisown he performed andif and wonder asign from him ask and we do not
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they are  truth  perhaps his about the signs  who thinks and anyone onit contemplate and we donot tohim
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the words of  to listen Donot 4 13 Devarim  asitissaid commandment a negative transgresses
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though - even isby strangulation hisdeath  falsehood a prophetof And likewise that the prophet
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20 18 Devarim  asitissaid diminish and did not add and did not Hashem in the name of he prophesied
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Devarim I commanded not  which — inMyname amatter tospeak willdare  who  the prophet  But
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This balacha forbids engaging in debate with a false prophet or requesting signs from him, and establishesthat a false prophet is executed by

strangulation even if e prophesiesin the name of Hashem.
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a prophet the words of whoheard one or prophecy  ina vision of he heard thatnot what who prophesies One
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falsehood isa prophetof this behold withit prophesied andhe wassaid tohim this thatmatter andsaid his fellow
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is by strangulation and his death

This balacha defines the two categories of a false prophet and establishes their punishment of strangulation.
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he walks forbehold  hislevel — because of the falsehood a prophetof fromkilling  himself who refrains Any
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22 18 Devarim  asitissaid commandment a negative transgresses thisone behold the prophecy in the ways of
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or guilt  againsthim fromteaching himself one who refrains And likewise him" fear "Do not
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And we do not him fear domnot isincludedin  he  behold from his words and fears one whois afraid
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and one seventy of  judgment ina house of except the falsehood a prophetof judge

This halacha teachesthat one must not hesitate to prosecute or execute a false prophet due to his spiritual stature, and that a false prophet can only be

tried by the High Court of seventy-one judges.
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you shall mention not  asitissaid is forbidden an oath

This balacha detailsthe probibition against swearing by or even mentioning the name of a false deity, whether for oneself or a non-Jew.
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Halacha 11 - Prohibition of Mentioning the Name of a False Deity and Causing Others to Vow in Its Name
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to mention  itis permitted the Holiness in the Writings of that is written stars worship of  And any toit
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except  lashed  and he is not stars worship of  in the name of and that they swear that they vow
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This balacha detailsthe probibition of mentioning the namesof false deities, except those written in the Torah, and the probibition of causing othersto

swear by them.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter details that a mesit is executed by stoning even if no actual worship took place, whereas a madiach is one who
entices the majority of a city. To convict a mesit, the Torah uniquely permits setting a hidden trap with witnesses, and the
musat (the enticed individual) is commanded to lead the execution, forbidden fromloving, pitying, or defending the mesit in
any way. Additionally, if someone entices others to worship him, he is only liable if they actually worship him, but if he entices
them to worship another deity, both are liable as soon as they agree. Finally, the Rambam rules that a prophet who prophesies
in the name of false gods is executed by strangulation, and it is strictly forbidden to debate him, ask fora sign, or pay any

attention to his wonders.

? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah goes to unprecedented lengths to stop the mesit, the one who tries to persuade another Jew to turn away from
Hashem. We are commanded not to love him, not to protect him, and even to set a hidden trap to expose his words. Why is
the Torah so uniquely severe here, even if no actual worship ever took place? Because the greatest danger to a Yid is nota

physical threat, but the subtle, persuasive voice that tries to quietly pull our hearts away from Hashem.

In our own lives, the most dangerous "mesit" we encounter is often the quiet, inner voice of the yetzer hara, or the negative
influences around us that whisper, "Just this once, let's do what everyone else is doing; it's beneficial for us.” These thoughts
don't always come with a loud roar; they come as a gentle, logical suggestion to compromise on our emunah or our standards
of yiras Shamayim. The lesson of the sugya is that we cannot play nice with these negative influences. We cannot try to find

excuses for them or show them compassion. We have to expose them for what they are and shut them down immediately.

Today, when a whispering thought or an outside influence tries to persuade you to compromise on a mitzvah or slide away
fromyour closeness to Hashem, do not argue with it or try to accommodate it. Recognize it as a spiritual threat, stand strong

in your emunah, and firmly say, "How can I forsake ny Father in Heaven?"
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