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Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambam takes us into the severe halachos of a mesit—one who tries to entice a fellow Jew to serve
avodah zarah—and a madiach, who leads an entire city astray. We will learn the strict procedures the Torah demands to bring
such a person to justice, including the unique allowance to set a trap for him, and the absolute prohibition to show himany

mercy or defend himin court.

We will also learn the halachos of a navi sheker, a false prophet who claims to speak in the name of an avodah zarah. The
Rambam explains the severe prohibition against even listening to his arguments or contemplating the signs and wonders he
might perform to prove his words, showing us how we must guard our emunah with absolute purity.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- The Law of One Who Incites an Individual to Worship Idols
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One who incites one of Israel to worship idols,
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whether the incited person is a man or whe ther she is a woman,
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behold, this inciter is stoned by Beis Din,
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even though the inciter did not himself worship
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and even though the incited person did not actually performworship of stars and idols,
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but rather, he is liable to the death penalty because he instructed him to worship idols.
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Whe ther the inciter was an ordinary person,
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or whether he was a false prophet,
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and whether the incited party was an individual,
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cithera man or a woman, or a small group of individuals,
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the inciter's death is by stoning.

Halacha 2 - The Distinction Between a Mesit and a Madiach and the Law of a Prophet Who Misleads
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One who incites — the majority of the people of the city, behold this is a madiach (a subverter) and is not called a mesit

(an inciter, who has a different halachic status).
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If he was, this person who led astray the majority of the city, a prophet, his death is by stoning
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and those led astray, behold they are like individuals who worshiped idols and they are not like the people of acityled
astray (which requires a different form of execution and destruction of property) until there will be the madiach-inciters at

least two in number.
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And both one who says, "She said to me, the worship of stars, 'worship her,”
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or who said, "Said to me the Holy One, blessed is He, 'worship the worship of stars,” behold this is a prophet who
led astray.
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And if they were led astray after him, the majority of the city, he is stoned.
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The mesit who incited, whe ther in the language of many (speaking to multiple people) whe ther in the language of an

individual, behold this one is stoned.
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One who says to his fellow, "I will worship stars,” "I will go and I will worship,”"let us go and let us worship with the

worship such and such, that is the way of that worship of stars to be worshiped with it."
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Or if he said, "I will slaughter,” "I will go and I will slaughter,” "let us go and let us slaughter.”
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Or if he said, "I will burn incense,” "I will go and I will burn incense,” "let us go and let us burn incense."
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Orif he said, "I will pour a libation,” "I will go and I will pour a libation,” "let us go and let us pour a libation."
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Or if he said, "I will bow down,” "I will go and I will bow down,” "let us go and let us bow down,” behold this is a

mesit.
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Ifhe incited two, behold they are his witnesses, and they bring him to the house of law, and they testify against him

that thus he said to them, and they stone him.

Halacha 3 - The Law of Setting a Trap to Convict an Enticer to Idolatry
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And the enticer does not need a formal warning before he can be punished.
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Ifhe spoke to one person alone, trying to entice him,
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the listener says to him, "I have friends who desire this as well,"
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and he schemes against him until he entices in the presence of two people,
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inorder to have the necessary witnesses to execute him in court.
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If the enticer did not want to entice to two people, but only to this individual,
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itisa mitzvah to set a trap for him by hiding witnesses.
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Forall those liable to deaths that are in the Torah, we do notset a trap for them, except for this case of the enticer.
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How do we set a trap for him?
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The enticed person brings two witnesses and places themin a dark place,
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in order that they will see the enticer and they will hear his words, and he will not see them.
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And he says to the enticer, "Say what you said to me in private,”
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and he says it again to him.
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And the enticed person answers him, "How can we leave our God Who is in heaven
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and go and serve the wood and the stones?"
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If the enticer then retracted his words or remained silent, he is exempt.
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But if he said to him, "Thus is our obligation, and thus is good for us,"
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those standing there at a distance in hiding bring him to the house of law, and they stone him.




Halacha 4 - The Obligation to Execute an Enticer and the Probibition of Showing Him Mercy
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Itis a mitzvah in the hand of the enticed one to kill him, the enticer, once he is condemned in court,
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as it is said in the Torah regarding the enticer, "your hand shall be against him first to kill him" etc.
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And it is forbidden for the enticed one to love — the enticer,
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as it is said, "do not be attracted to him"—meaning, do not develop a fondness for him.
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And since it is said regarding an enemy, "surely you shall help with him" to unload his animal,
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one might think you must help this one as well if he is in distress;
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therefore the teaching says, "and do not listen to him"—do not show himmercy or assist him.
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And since it is said generally, "and do not stand by the blood of your fellow” when his life is in danger,
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one might think you may not stand by the blood of this one and must rescue him fromdeath;
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therefore the teaching says, "and do not pity your eye"—you must not spare him.
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And it is forbidden for the enticed one to argue on his behalf merit during his trial,
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as it is said, "and do not compassionate”"—do not seek ways to acquit him.
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And if he knew against him guilt, he is not permitted to remain silent fromit,
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as it is said, "and do not cover up for him."
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And the warning —the negative commandment—for an ordinary person who entices, from where is it derived?
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Itis as it is said, "And all Yisrael shall hear and fear"—which serves as a warning to others not to commit this sin.

Halacha 5 - One Who Entices to Worship Himself Versus One Who Entices to Another Deity
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One who entices others to worship himself,
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and said to them, "Worship me,"
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if they worshiped him, he is stoned by the Beis Din;
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and if they did not worship him,
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even though they accepted his words from him and said, "Yes,"
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he is not stoned.
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But if he enticed themto the worship of another man,
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or to other kinds of idol worship,
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if the enticed person accepted from him and said, "Yes,
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we will go and we will worship,"
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even though he has still not actually worshiped,
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both of them are stoned, the enticer and the enticed person,
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as it is said, "You shall not desire him and you shall not listen to him."

Halacha 6 - The Punishment of a Prophet Who Prophesies in the Name of Idols
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A prophet who prophesies in the name of worship of stars, how so?
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This is referring to one who says, "Said to me the worship of stars of such and such a place, or the star of such and such,
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that it is a mitzvah to do so and so,ornot to do so and so."
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Evenif he directed his words to align with the halacha, such as to declare impure that which is truly impure, and to declare

pure that which is truly pure,
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if they warned him in the presence of two witnesses, behold, this one is strangled by the Beis Din,

LRI RS20 NP1 0NN E"fﬁg{ QW2 9377 WN1" D M7 0737 NNIY

as it is said in Devarim 18:20, "And who shall speak in the name of gods other, and shall die the prophet that.”
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And the warning of it is from the general rule, as it is said in Shemos 23:13, "And the name of gods other not shall you

mention.”




Halacha 7 - Probibition of Debating a False Prophet and His Punishment of Strangulation
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And it is forbidden to arrange argument and response with one who prophesies in the name of worship of stars,

JN2iR1 NIN 3nn 1"?§TW XY

and we do not ask from him a sign and wonder to verify his words.
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And if he performed a sign on his own, we do not pay attention to himand we do not contemplate onit.

And anyone who thinks about the signs of his, wondering perhaps truth they are, transgresses a negative

commandment,
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as it is said, "Do not listen to the words of that prophet.”
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And likewise, a prophet of falsehood, his death is by strangulation,
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even though he prophesied in the name of Hashem, and did not add and did not diminish from the Torah's mitzvos, but

merely claimed that Hashemsent him with a message that Hashem did not actually say,
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as it is said, "But the prophet who will dare to speak a matter in My name which I did not command him to speak,”
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"and that prophet shall die."

Halacha 8 - The Definition and Punishment of a False Prophet
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It is the same for one who prophesies what he did not hear in a vision of prophecy,
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or one who heard the words of his fellow prophet
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and said that this matter was said to him directly by Hashem,
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and he prophesied with it as if he received it himself—
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behold, this is a prophet of falsehood,
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and his death penalty is by strangulation.

Halacha 9 - Probibition of Fe g a False Prophet and the Requirement o

IRWT N33 NI ingY yaing 02

Anyone who refrains himself from executing or bringing about the killing of a prophet of falsehood

because of his high spiritual le vel, thinking that behold, he walks in the ways of prophecy and we must show him respect,
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behold, this person transgresses a negative commandment,
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as it is said in Devarim, "Do not fear him."”
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And likewise, one who refrains himself from teaching guilt against him in court, by holding back arguments for his

conviction,
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orone who is frightened and fears his words and curses,
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behold, he is included in the prohibition of "Do not fear him."
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And we do notjudge a prophet of falsehood except ina Beis Din of seventy-one judges, which is the Sanhedrin
Hagadol.




Halacha 10 - The Probibition of Swearing by or Mentioning the Name of an Idol
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One who vows in the name of an idol
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and one who swears by it
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receives lashes mid'Oraisa,
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as itis said in the Torah, "And the name of other gods you shall not mention."
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This applies whe ther it is one who swears by it for himself
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and whe ther it is one who swears by it for an idolater who demands the oath.
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And it is also forbidden to cause the idolater to swear by his object of fear, meaning his idol.
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Even to mention the name of an idol not by way of an oath is forbidden,
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as it is said, "you shall not mention."

Halacha 11 - Probibition of Mentioning the Name of a False Deity and Caunsing Others to Vow in Its Name
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A personshall not say to his fellow Jew,
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"Wait for me by the side of such-and-such idol worship,”
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and similar to it, because one may not mention the name of an idol.
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And any idol worship that is written in the Holy Scriptures,
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itis permitted to mention its name,
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such as Peor, and Bel, and Nevo, and Gad,
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and similar to them.
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And it is forbidden to cause others, even non-Jews,
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that they vow or that they swear in the name of idol worship.
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And he does not receive lashes mid'Oraisa for this prohibition,
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except the one who himself vows in its name,
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and he is the one who takes an oath inits name.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter details that a mesit is executed by stoning even if no actual worship took place, whereas a madiach is one who
entices the majority of a city. To convict a mesit, the Torah uniquely permits setting a hidden trap with witnesses, and the
musat (the enticed individual) is commanded to lead the execution, forbidden fromloving, pitying, or defending the mesit in
any way. Additionally, if someone entices others to worship him, he is only liable if they actually worship him, but if he entices
them to worship another deity, both are liable as soon as they agree. Finally, the Rambamrules that a prophet who prophesies
in the name of false gods is executed by strangulation, and it is strictly forbidden to debate him, ask for a sign, or pay any

attention to his wonders.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah goes to unprecedented lengths to stop the mesit, the one who tries to persuade another Jew to turn away from
Hashem. We are commanded not to love him, not to protect him, and even to set a hidden trap to expose his words. Why is
the Torah so uniquely severe here, even if no actual worship ever took place? Because the greatest danger to a Yid is nota

physical threat, but the subtle, persuasive voice that tries to quietly pull our hearts away from Hashem.

In our own lives, the most dangerous "mesit" we encounter is often the quiet, inner voice of the yetzer hara, or the negative
influences around us that whisper, "Just this once, let's do what everyone else is doing; it's beneficial for us.” These thoughts
don't always come with a loud roar; they come as a gentle, logical suggestion to compromise on our emunah or our standards
of yiras Shamayim. The lesson of the sugya is that we cannot play nice with these negative influences. We cannot try to find

excuses for them or show them compassion. We have to expose them for what they are and shut them down immediately.

Today, when a whispering thought or an outside influence tries to persuade you to compromise on a mitzvah or slide away
fromyour closeness to Hashem, do not argue with it or try to accommodate it. Recognize it as a spiritual threat, stand strong

in your emunah, and firmly say, "How can I forsake ny Father in Heaven?"

RN P12 - D213 NTI2Y NiaR 7171 790 - Navy & Gold - From the Hebrew Source Text HILCHOS AVODAS KOCHAVIM - CHAPTER FIVE - 11 HALACHAS




