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LJ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambam takes us deeper into the specific, dark practices of the ov and yid'oni, showing us the exact
nature of these forbidden sorceries and the severe punishments they carry. We will learn how the ov involves whispering
incantations over wands or skulls, while the yid'oni uses a bird's bone to fall into a trance, both being forms of avodah zarah

that the Torah strictly forbids us to turn after.

We then move on to the terrible practice of Molech, where a father hands over some of his children to pagan priests to be
passed through fire. The Rambam defines the precise halachic boundaries of this sin, explaining that it only applies to one's
own descendants and requires both giving over and passing through the flames. Finally, the chapter addresses the prohibitions
against erecting a monument (matzevah) for gathering and bowing down on a kneeling stone (even to Hashem) outside of

the Beis HaMikdash.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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there there were andif karet isliable for intentionally — willingly yid'oni or ov  One who performs
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is How fixed asin offering  he brings unintentionally  he is stoned and warning  witnesses

5!27 w:w T?'HN1 YT J'I"\UP °0PR iy wa m .:ﬁNi:l HW??_:
of awand  and holds known incense and burns stands thathe this  theov  the practice of
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that hears until  tothem known with words softly speaks  and he and wavesit inhishand mnyrtle
0°9272 PRIY NI M DY WMy ny 937n TIN 1PND DRIUD
with words asks thathe what on andanswering him withhim is speaking someone asif  the inquirer
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but  tothe ear discernible itisnot and asif very  until low in a voice the earth fromunder
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and divines toit and burnsincense the dead askullof one whotakes And likewise it he senses in thought
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and answers him  very  until low his armpit fromunder comesout a voice asif there is heard until withit
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isstoned ofthem one  and one who performs theyare  ov  practicesof these  all




This halacha defines the specific sorcery practicesof ov and yidoni and details the judicial punishments for performing them.

1n1:” 81 ’Jy-f”'lj nw y?_: Halacha 2 - The Practice of the Yid oni and Its Probibition
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and offersincense in his mouth Yadua whose name is a bird a bone of He places the yid'oni is the deed of  How
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words with his mouth and speaks like an epileptic that he falls until other deeds and does
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of them and the warning are stars worship of  typesof these andall to be that are destined
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etc. the ovos to turn Donot 31 19 Vayikra asitissaid from where

The Rambam defines the specific occult practice of the yid'oni and cites the Torah’sprobibition against it.
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No2m ANWA N0 2'm 1ITIDY 919NM2 9w iyt inian

he brings inadvertenty  karet  isliable and withintent  willingly ~ to Molech of his progeny One who gives
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2 20 Vayikra asitissaid he isstoned and warning with witnesses he did so and if fixed a sin offering
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fromwhere  forit and the warning etc.  shall be putto death death toMolech ofhis progeny gives whoever
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and furtheron to Molech to pass shall you give not and of your progeny 21 18 Vayikra as it is said
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his progeny  some of  and takes great afire  he kindles do did they how through the fire
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to his father the son give priests and those  the fire  the worshippers of  to their priests and delivers him
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the son and the father of with his permission  through the fire topasshim  into theirhand that he was delivered  after
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on his feet  and he passeshim  the priests ~ with permission of the fire over hisson is the one who passes  he

7D 9nR DI NI KD .namhwn 7in2 anx Teb moTEn

like the manner toMolech burnshim  thathe not the flame in the midst of other toside this fromside




7272 M2YI2 RPN NION D°201D NTIAY?  OPnuRY PR rEnivy

for the worship of and their daughters  theirsons  that they burn

alone by passing rather other stars
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for the worship of this ~ worship ~ one who performs  therefore ~ Molech whose name is this  worship was
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isexempt from Molech aside other stars

This halacha defines the specific ritual of Molech, which involves passing one’s child through fire, and clarifies that thisliability applies uniquely to
Molech worship.
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with his feet and passes him to Molech hisson that he gives over untl  stoning or karet  liable He isnot
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by way of through the fire

or give over and did not if he passed pass and did not Ifhe gave over passing
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that he gives over until liable And he isnot he is exempt passing by way of not and passed  that he gave over
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as it is said some and leaves his progeny  some of
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all of it and not  some of it

to Molech  he gave fromhis progeny  for 3 20 Leviticus

This balacha defines the specific actions of giving over and passing through fire required to incur liability for the worship of Molech.
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their children and his daughters his sons whether illegitimate offspring or whether legitimate offspring Whether
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his offspring  that they are because is liable he hisloin descendantsof  all for their children and the children of
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he is exempt  himself  if he passed or  his fathers or his sisters or his brothers  he passed if but
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he isexempt  blind

This balacha defines which descendants are included in the probibition of Molech and who is exempt from liability.
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Halacha 6 - The Probibition of Erecting a Monument and Prostrating on a Kneeling Stone
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to worship  and even near it gathers thateveryone astructure itis  the Torah thatforbade A monument
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andnot 22 16 Devarim  asitissaid stars worshipers of the way of was because so Hashem —
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a stone of and likewise receiveslashes a monument whoerects andanyone a monument for yourself shall you erect
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tothe Name upon it prostrates himself he though - even in the Torah thatis mentioned  kneeling
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in yourland  shall you place not kneeling andastoneof 1 26  Vayikra asitissaid receives lashes
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before it a stone  to place stars worshipers of the way of  itwas  because  uponit  to prostrate yourselves
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until receive lashes and he does not to Hashem so do we donot  therefore upon it to prostrate themselves
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in the Torah that is mentioned prostration

This balacha defines the forbidden monument and kneeling stone, explaining that even when dedicated to Hashem, they are probibited because they

mimic pagan practices.
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Halacha 7 - Prostration on Stone Qutside the Beis HaMikdash and the Custom of Spreading Mats
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itis permitted in the Beis HaMikdash ~ but the lands in the rest of are said words In what
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you not inyourland "in your land” 1 26 Vayikra as it is said the stones on to prostrate
nibsena D3N YY DIINYR ONX P3N DIINT By onnwn
the hewn the stones on prostrate you but the stones on prostrate
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in houses of mats to spread Yisrael allof customarily did this and because of in the Beis HaMikdash
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and between theirfaces between toseparate and hay straw typesof or  withstones thatare paved assembly
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toaplace  he goes the stone and between between him separating a thing he found not andif the stones
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to the stone his face he will press thatnot in order and inclines hisside on bends or  and prostrates other

This halacha explains that while prostrating on stone is permitted in the Beis HaMikdash, it is forbidden elsewhere, requiring a separation like matsin
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and feet hands spreading of without paved the stones  upon to Hashem  who prostrates  Any
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from the moment  and feet hands spreading of without or and feet hands  with spreading of prostration
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he is stoned into the ground his face that he presses

This balacha distinguishes between the Rabbinic probibition of prostrating to Hashem on paved stones without spreading limbs, and the capital offense
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P10 TR T2 MYT P22 N mamd PIN 1N yuiam

barrenness a tree of whether the Temple courtyard inany partof or the altar near atree  One who plants
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tree any anasherah foryourself plant Donot 21 16 Deuteronony asitissaid receiveslashes this one
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to plant stars worshipers of the way of this  itwas  because your God Hashem the altar of  near
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the people there that they would gather in order of theirs  altars  beside trees

This halacha probibits planting any tree in the Beis HaMikdash, even for aesthetic purposes, because it mimics pagan practices.
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in courtyards  that they make like the way in the Temple wood  of porches to make It is forbidden
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as it is said itis extra  adistancing planted atree anditisnot ina building thatitis though - even
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from that protrude  and the lattices the porches all  rather tree” "any 21 16  Devarim
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wood of not they were stone of  in the Temple thatwere the walls

The Rambam explainsthat the probibition against planting an Asherah tree next to the Altar extends to a Rabbinic ban on any wooden structuresin

the Temple.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

This chapter outlines the severe prohibitions of ov, yid'oni, and Molech, detailing their specific rituals and the liabilities of
kares, stoning, or a sin offering depending on whether the act was intentional or inadvertent. The Rambam clarifies that the
worship of Molech requires passing some, but not all, of one's descendants through fire with the priests’ permission, and does
not apply to other relatives or to oneself. Lastly, the Rambam explains the prohibitions against erecting a matzevah and
prostrating oneself on a kneeling stone outside the Beis HaMikdash, noting that while bowing on hewn stone was permitted
in the Temple, we must use mats or lie on our sides to create a separation when davening on stone floors in our synagogues

today.

NWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

My dear talmid, look at what the Rambam s teaching us here. The Torah forbids us fromerecting a monument (matzeivah)
or bowing on a stone floor, even if our entire intention is to serve Hashem! Why? Because this was the way of the pagans.
The Torah is telling us something profound: when it comes to serving Hashem, the end does not justify the means. We
cannot use the methods of the street, the styles of the secular world, or the gimmicks of the outside culture, even if we think

it will bring us closer to Shamayim or help us gather people for a holy cause.

True avodah requires us to be pure not only in our hearts, but in our vessels. If we try to inspire ourselves using the loud,
superficial, and self-centered ways of the world around us, we profane the very connection we are trying to build. Hashem

wants us to serve Himin the way He commanded, with the quiet, modest, and holy pathways of the mesorah.

Today, take a look at how you perform your mitzvos and run your Jewish home. Make sure you are not bringing the
'monuments’ of the outside world into your sacred space. Choose one small area of your daily life, whether it is how you
dress, how you speak, or how you celebrate a simcha, and ensure it is done with pure, authentic Jewish warmth, completely

untouched by the trends of the street.
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