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LJ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we begin learning the practical halachos of how a Yid must distance himself from any connection to avodah
zarah. The Rambam opens by teaching us the positive mitzvah to completely destroy and eradicate false deities, their
accessories, and anything made for their service. We will learn the distinction between Eretz Yisrael, where we are

commanded to actively hunt down and destroy these abominations, and the diaspora, where the obligation is limited to places

we COl’lunI'.

We will also learn the severe prohibitions against deriving any benefit whatsoever fromavodah zarah, its accessories, and its
offerings. The Torah warns us, "Do not bring an abomination to your home," and "Let nothing which is condemned cling to
your hand.” The chapter goes into detail regarding what is forbidden, including animals sacrificed to idols, where even the

bones, horns, and hides are completely prohibited from use.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Halacha 1- The Mitzvah to Destroy Idol Worship in Eretz Yisrael and the Diaspora
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thatis made and everything and its accessories stars worship of  todestroy  itis  action A commandment of
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and it is said the places” all — youshall destroy "destroy 2 12 Devarim  asitissaid for its sake
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it is a mitzvah Yisrael And in the Land of  etc. to them" you shalldo thus . "rather S 7 Devarim
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are we not tothe Land outside but ourland  fromall it that we destroy until afterit to pursue
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worshipof  all ~ we destroy it that we conquer  place any  rather afterit to pursue  commanded
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the place  from theirname —  "andyoushalldestroy 3 12  Devarim  asitissaid thatisin it stars
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you andnot afterthem topursue are commanded  you Yisrael in the Land of that"
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to the Land  outside after them  to pursue are commanded




This halacha outlinesthe positive commandment to eradicate idol worship, its accessories, and its places of worship, distinguishing between the

obligation to actively pursue it in Eretz Yisrael versus destroying it upon conquest in the diaspora.
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foritssake  thatismade and everything  ofit  andan offering and its accessories . An idol
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your house” into anabomination  bring "Anddonot 26 7 Devarim asitissaid  inbenefit isforbidden
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and donot because of  one twice receives lashes  these ofall  fromone who benefits and anyone
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the condemned thing of  anything toyourhand cling andletnot because of and one bring

This halacha establishes that it isstrictly forbidden to derive any benefit fromidols, their accessories, or offerings made to them, and that violating this

carriesa dounble penalty of lashes.
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Halacha 3 - The Probibition of Benefiting from Idolatrous Offerings and Pierced Hides
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its dung even for benefit is forbidden stars to worship of  entirely that they sacrificed An animal
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if ~ Therefore forbenefit isforbidden everything and itshide and itshooves anditshorns  and its bones
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it is stars worship of isan offering of ~ hide that this by it thatone knows asign in the hide there was

277 PRI 2P0 TMD DAy yIR Doynipw oody w10

the heart and they extract the heart opposite round a tear to tear accustomed that they were for example
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to this similar all andso forbenefit are forbidden so thatare hides those  all of behold

This halacha teaches that an animal sacrificed to idolsis completely forbidden for any benefit, including its hide, bones, and waste, and explains howto

identify such forbidden bides.
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of stars to worship of stars a worshiper of  of stars worship of between What
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immediately for benefit is forbidden stars a worshiper of  of stars worship of  an Israelite
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fromwhen he sculpted ~ withfire" youshallburn  theirgods ~ "The sculpturesof 25 7 Devarim  asitissaid
it
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asitissaid itis worshiped until forbenefit forbidden  isnot  anIsraelite and of a god to him it becomes
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whichare thatare in secret things for it he does untl insecret” "and places 15 27  Devarim
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or whether stars a worshiperof ~ of  whether stars worship of  And the accessories of  its worship
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stars for worship of with them  they are used until forbidden are not an Israelite of

| This balacha explains when an idol and its accessories become forbidden for benefit, distinguishing between those of a non-few and those of a Jew.

9 J n W -\ ’ n ]?b f_-l 1 I-ljrl I-l-!_ i s_’ ﬂfw y 9 ; W Halacha S - Wages for Making an Idol and Dividing an Inberitance with a Non-Jew
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his wage receiveslashes thathe  though - even for others stars worship of  One who makes
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thatitisnot because immediately forbidden — whichis stars for a worshiper of he made it and even is permitted
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a perutah  the value of init there isnot thatcompletes it final and the stroke it is completed until forbidden
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stars worship of  in them and found stars the worshiper of from  scrapmetal ~ One who purchases
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he pulled if andso stars to the worshiper of he should return them  pulled butnot money he gave  if
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acquires stars regarding a worshiper that pulling ~ though - even money gave butnot

of
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And so Sale to the Sea of he must cast them and pulled money  Ifhe gave it is error  like a purchase of
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is able stars a worshiper of their father —  who inherited and a convert stars a worshiper of
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take money and I stars worshipof  you take stars to the worshiper of  tosay  the convert
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itis forbidden the convert into the possession of after they came butif  produce andI libation wine of  you

This balacha discusses the permissibility of wages for crafting an idol, the laws of purchasing scrap metal containing idols, and how a convert may

divide an inberitance of forbidden items with bis non-Jewish brother.
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that made them and images for benefit are permitted for beauty stars worshipers of that made them  Images
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are forbidden in the villages thatare found  the images  All  Howso are forbidden stars for worship of
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in the city  and those found are made  they stars is that for worship of  their presumption because for benefit
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the formof  the image in the hand of and there was the city the entrance of  at standing  they were  if
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isthatit its presumption andaring acrown or asword or aglobe or a bird or astaff
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is in the presumption of it behold not andif forbenefit and isforbidden stars is for worship of
N b

and is permitted for beauty

This balacha distinguishes between images made for aestbetic purposes and those made for idolatrous worship based on their location and features.
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Halacha 7 - The Status of Discarded Idols and Severed Limbs of Worshiped Images
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the scrap metal inside or in the marketplaces castaway that are found stars worship of  Statues of
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one who finds  but their statues  fragmentsof  tosay need  and there isno are permitted these  behold
MW YR TIPRR PR R AP R M X 32D nnEn T
behold castaway  fromits limbs a limb or its foot or aconstellation or astar  fromthe formof a hand
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worship of  the formof  is from limb that this with certainty he knew since in benefit  is forbidden this
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that the worshipers of to him it becomes known until remains in its it behold  that is worshiped stars
prohibition
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nullified it its worshipers stars

This halacha clarifies when discarded statues or fragmentsof idols are permitted for benefit and when a severed limb remains forbidden until

nullification isverified.
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silver  vessels of they were  if oradragon orthe moon the sun the formof and uponthem vessels One who finds
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behold the rings and upon the nose-rings upon  engraved  thatthey were or scarlet garmentsof or and gold
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and so for ornament their presumption is because they are permitted  the vessels the rest of butupon are forbidden these
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and they are permitted for ornament their presumption is  the vessels  all  upon  thatare found the forms  the rest of

This halacha details which found vessels with celestial or dragon images are forbidden as suspected objects of idolatry and which are permitted as mere

Ornaments.
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Howso amount inany forbid of it the offering  and all and its accessories stars Worship of
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thousands inseveral  one even  beauty of  withimages  that was mixed stars Worship of
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stars worshipof ~ of  acup was mixed if  Andso Salt to the Sea of the whole he must bring
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he must bring pieces with several that was mixed  the meat  of a piece or cups with several
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the whole hides with several that was mixed pierced at the heart a hide And so Salt to the Sea of the whole
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or  ofitsaccessories one or stars worship of  and sold Ifhe transgressed  for benefit s forbidden
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like worship of amount inany and they forbid for benefit isforbidden the money behold  ofiit an offering
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bring whichyou that  all like it banned andyoushallbe 26 7 Deuteronony as it is said stars
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is like it it behold and its offering  itsaccessories and fromall stars from worship of

This halacha teaches that idolatry, its accessories, and itsofferings are never nullified in a mixture, and that any money received from selling them

carries the same strict probibition.
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Halacha 10 Probibition of Benefiting from Idol Ashes and the Nullification of Forbidden Mixtures
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of andacoal forbenefit areforbidden itsashes thatwasburned anasherah or stars Worship of
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A doubt of substance init thatthereisnot because ispermitted  butthe flame  is forbidden stars worship of
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stars worshipof ~ of Acup Howso ispermitted itsdoubt a doubtof isforbidden stars worship of
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and all stars that worship of because are forbidden all of them cups full of intoa storehouse  that fell
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and fell  the mixture  from  one cup Ifseparated amount that they are inany forbid its accessories
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that became mixed stars worship of  of Aring  are permitted these  behold two into cups
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say for I all of them are permitted  the great into the sea of them two and fell rings with many
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and they were divided with one hundred Ifit became mixed the two among was the ring that
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into rings all of them the forty and fell another toa place and sixty one toa place forty
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itis  in the majority the forbidden  the ring that say for I are permitted  all of them other
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are forbidden all of them other into rings the sixty If fell

This balacha detailsthe probibition of benefiting from the ashes and coals of an idol, and outlines the rules of double-donbt (safek sefeka) regarding

mixtures of forbidden cups or rings.

CI’J'I mj 9 23@1 H'lWB ‘7 xn ﬂ?f;fl mElchs Halacha 11 - The Probibition of Benefiting from the Shade of an Asherah and Passing Under It
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under it placed stars worshipof  thatitwas whether worshiped — thatitwas whether The asherah
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the branches  in the shade of  tosit and it is permitted its trunk in the shade of  tosit it is forbidden
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and if under it topass forhim itisforbidden another apath tohim thereis andif of it and the leaves
¥ NIAWD PDAN 23 DOAN 977 Qv PN
runs while he underit  he passes another apath there there isnot

This balacha detailsthe restrictions on sitting in the shade of an idolatrous tree (asherah) and the conditions under which one may walk beneath it.
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and the eggs but the chicks are permitted  their mother need and donot init thatnested Chicks
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itself  and the nest forthem abase islike the asherah because are forbidden their mother that need
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other  froma place itswood  brings the bird ~ because is permitted thatis at its top

This balacha clarifies which items found in an idolatrous tree are permitted and which are forbidden based on their dependence on the tree.
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and after it must be cooled the oven —  withthem he heated in benefit forbidden wood fromit  He took
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the bread — init he baked init and he shall bake permission  of other with wood he shall heat that
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the value of he shall bring ~ with others it became mixed  in benefit  isforbidden the bread he cooled it and not
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the loaves  and the rest of fromit he will benefit thatnot inorder the Salt tothe Sea of bread that
™
are permitted

This balacha detailsthe laws of an oven heated with forbidden wood of an asherab, and the status of bread baked in it.
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Halacha 14 - A Garment Woven with Asherab Wood and the Principle of Two Contributing Factors
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Ifit became mixed for benefit itisforbidden the garment —  withit and wove ashuttle  fromit If one took
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all  and the rest of Salt to the Sea of garment that the value of he must bring other with garments
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the sun  in the daysof whether vegetables underit toplant And itis permitted are permitted the garments
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whichis  the asherah the shade of because the rains in the days of whether  shade need when they
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and anything togrow  these vegetables cause forbidden  whichisnot the ground with forbidden
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place inevery ispermitted this behold it cause thing and a permitted  thing  thata forbidden
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it tosow it is permitted worship idol with fertilizer of that one fertilized a field Therefore
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to this similar all  andso may be eaten worship idol with vetches of that one fattened and a cow

This balacha teaches that a garment woven with a shuttle from an asherab is forbidden, but if mixed with others, itsvalue is cast into the Dead Sea; it

also establishesthat when a forbidden and a permitted factor combine to produce a result, the product is permitted.
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Halacha 15 - The Probibition of Offerings to Idols and Anything Found in an Idolatrous Temple
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not stars to service of to offer them that they prepared fruits or wine or Meat
them
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until stars service of  to the house of  that they brought them though - even inbenefit are forbidden
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though - andeven anoffering theybecame before it once they offered them  before it that they offer them
NE2I7 P21 .DDIYT PTION APR N0 DINCRIM N
thatis found and everything forever are forbidden  these behold and took them out that they returned
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the Torah  from in benefit isforbidden andsalt water even stars service of  in the house of
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This halacha defines when items prepared for idolatry become forbidden as offerings and rules that everything inside an idolatrous temple is strictly

probibited.
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by way of he found them if stars worship of on the head of ormoney orutensils garments One who finds
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how are forbidden these behold  honor by way of he found them andif are permitted these behold derision
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overturned a utensil  its head on and placed folded agarment onitsneck  hanging a purse he found
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to this similar all  andso derision by wayof thatitis because ispermitted this behold itshead — on
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in what is forbidden this behold  the altar upon isoffered toit thatsimilar athing onitshead he found
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he found it if but its worship  to the place of outside that he found them at the time are said words
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whether for the altar  thatisfit a thing whether derision by way of whether honor by way of whether  inside
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and Peor  andsalt  water even  is forbidden inside thatis found all fit thatisnot a thing
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and so forbenefit isforbidden outside whether  inside whether with them thatisfound all and Marculis
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for benefit  is forbidden withit thatitis thatappears a stone Marculis the stones of

This balacha distinguishes between objects left on an idolin a respectful versus a derisive manner, and details the strict probibitions regarding items

found inside an idolatroustemple or near Peor and Marculis.
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favor without fromthem we may benefit a garden or abathhouse toit thathad . An idol
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even  fromthem we maybenefit andtoothers toit Ifitbelonged withfavor fromthem benefit  butwe donot
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payment one gives thatnot provided  its priests with favor to

This balacha discusses the conditions under which one may benefit from a bathhouse or garden owned by an idol or jointly owned with others.

% :b ﬂ’: ; i3 .'n"_l' | 3}7 i3 W"W ? Uﬂ ?:: Hg’ﬂﬂ Halacha 18 - Bathing in a Bathhouse Containing an Idol Placed for Aesthetic Purposes
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is made thatit  because init tobathe itis permitted stars worshipof  init thathas A bathhouse
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the customof withit that they behave ata time their gods asitissaid  toworshipit andnot forbeauty there
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the sewer pipe  over stands which  this suchas them thatthey degrade atatime andnot godliness
TION 92 PNTI2Y 97T NS XY LPaD2 v nvn B9
T T 3 T T H o T: T * 2 T T . - -2
itis forbidden in this manner its worship  the way of  was and if  before it urinates and everyone
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This halacha discusses the permissibility of using a bathhouse that contains anidol, provided the idol istreated as a mere decoration rather thana

deity.
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thathe is because ispermitted this behold withit thatone slaughtered worship idol of A knife
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and behold improving thatheis because isforbidden this behold indanger ananimal itwas andif  damaging
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withit  tocut itisforbidden and likewise worship idol accessories of is from benefit of improvement this
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itis permitted and destruction loss by way of he cut andif improving thatheis because meat

This halacha discusses when using a knife associated with idol worship is permitted based on whether the act improves or damages the item.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter outlines the dual obligations of destroying avodah zarah and avoiding any benefit fromit. We learn that in Eretz
Yisrael, there is an active mitzvah to seek out and eradicate idol worship, whereas in the diaspora, the obligation applies to
conquered areas. Furthermore, the Rambam establishes that deriving any benefit froman idol, its accessories, or its offerings is
strictly forbidden, carrying a double measure of lashes. This prohibition is so absolute that it extends to every part of an animal

sacrificed to an idol, including its hide, bones, and hooves, all of which are completely forbidden for use.

.'IWJ?:? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah is teaching us a profound lesson about the nature of spiritual poison. When it comes to avodah zarah, the Torah
does not just tell us to avoid worshiping it; we are commanded to destroy it, to hunt it down in Eretz Yisrael, and we are
strictly forbidden from deriving even the slightest benefit fromit. Even the ashes of a burned idol remain forbidden. Why such
extreme measures? Because some things are so spiritually toxic that they cannot be managed, compromised with, or safely kept

in our lives. If we leave even a small trace of them, they will eventually pull us down.

In our personal avodah, we all have our own 'avodah zarah', those negative habits, toxic environments, or improper
influences that pull us away from Hashemand damage our yiras Shamayim. Sometimes we try to compromise. We think, 'T
won't let it control me, I'll just keepa little piece of it around,’ or 'I can handle being in this environment without it affecting
me.' The halachah of eradicating avodah zarah teaches us that this is a dangerous mistake. True spiritual safety requires a

complete break. We must eradicate the negative influence entirely from our lives and our homes, leaving no residue behind.

Identify one negative influence, improper media, or toxic habit in your life today that you have been trying to ‘'manage’

rather than eliminate, and make a firmdecision to completely remove it from your home and your life.
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