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LJ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we learn the halachos of how a Yid must distance himself from the avodah zarah of the non-Jews around him,
specifically regarding business dealings and social interactions during their holidays. Hashem wants us to be a holy nation, so
the Chachamim put safeguards in place to ensure we do not assist themin their idol worship or cause them to offer thanks to

their false deities.

We will also learn about the prohibitions against selling items that could be used directly for avodah zarah, as well as
dangerous items like weapons that could bring harmto the public. The Rambam guides us in how to navigate these halachos
in Eretz Yisrael versus Chutz la'Aretz, and how to handle situations where we must maintain peaceful relations with the local

gove rnment.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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and tosell fromthem tobuy itisforbidden stars worshipers of ~ of  their festival  before days Three
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and topay fromthem tocollect payment and tolend tothem fromthem toborrow  thatendures a thing tothem
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fromthem we collect mouth by a loan but acollateral upon or witha document aloan  tothem
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enduring  thatisnot athing tothem  tosell  and itis permitted from theirhand like saving thatitis because
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in the Land of are said words In what their festival the day of until and a cooked dish vegetables suchas
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alone their festival the day of except forbidden itis not lands in the rest of  but Yisrael
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this behold  days three during those with them and gave and conducted If he transgressed
business
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is forbidden this behold with them their festival on the day of and gives and one who conducts  for benefit  is permitted
business
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for benefit

The Sages probibited business dealings with idolaters before their festivalsto prevent them from thanking their idols, distinguishing between Eretz

Yisrael and other lands.
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Halacha 2 - Probibition of Sending and Receiving Gifts from a Non-Jew on His Holiday
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to him itisknown - . unless  his holiday on the day of toa non-Jew  a gift tosend  And itis forbidden
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anon-Jew And similarly  worshipit  and he does not stars the worship of acknowledge that he does not
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he feared Andif fromhim  acceptit  he should not his festival on the day of toa Jew a gift who sent
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that this to him it becomesknown until fromit benefit and he may not in his presence he may take it for ill-feeling
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it acknowledge and doesnot stars worship doesnot non-Jew

The Rambam rulesthat one may not exchange giftswith anidolater on his holiday to avoid enconraging or participating in his celebration, unless

refusing wonld cause dangerous ill-feeling.
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Halacha 3 - The Probibition of Business Transactions During Multi-Day Festivals of Idolaters
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all ten or four or three many days idolaters those of  the festival Ifwas
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before them days  three with are forbidden andallof them theyare one  like day days those

This halacha teaches that if anidolatrous festival spans multiple days, the entire period is treated as a single continunous festival, and the probibition of

business transactions extendsto all of those days aswell as the three days preceding them.
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their festival day of  itis first and day they are and constellations stars worshipers of Canaanites
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and day fifth day Yisrael in the Land of withthem and totake togive itisforbidden therefore
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which it itself’ first day to say need andthereisno and week week thatisinevery  sixth
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their festivals on all of with them we conduct and so place in every is forbidden

Thishalacha detailsthe restrictions on conducting business with idolaters in the days leading up to their weekly and annual festivals.
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and they sacrifice a king for themselves  to establish stars worshipers of on it that gather A day
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but  their festivals is like the rest of it and behold it their festival the day of  to their gods and praise
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and praises it his the star  and thanks for himself a festival  he who makes stars a worshiper of
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that he wentup and the day  his hair-lock or hisbeard shaving of and the day of onit thatwasborn on the day

TAvne 12 nYY 0% D°MI0RT ntan N¥YY D07 1m 32

afeast  onit thathe made and the day the prisoners  from the house of and that he wentout the sea from onit
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alone man and that day that except forbidden isnot  ofthese and the like for his son
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who make those a festival and they make it a dead person onit forthem thatdies aday and likewise
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incense and burn vessels atit thatthey burn death  andany day that  are forbidden
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to its worshipers except forbidden the festival the day of is not stars worship of  init thatthere is it is known
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are permitted  these  behold it thank  donot they  but the king  the honor of because of or  custom
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with them and to take to give

This balacha distinguishes between public idolatrous festivals and private celebrations of individual idolaters, defining who is forbidden to do business

with on those days.
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itis forbidden  place thatis in that worship idol of types of fora type designated thatare Ttems
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and items forever place that is in that worship idol that to worshipers of  to sell
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worshiper the idol  specified andif without specifying them we sell forit designated thatare not
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. unless tohim  tosell itisforbidden worship for idol them  isbuying thathe
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worship to idol

Thishalacha detailsthe restrictions on selling items that are uniquely used for idolatrousworship to those who practiceit.
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frankincense suchas designated thatare not  articles with thatare designated  articles mixed If they were
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suspect and we donot without specifying the whole one may sell black frankincense  within pure
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to this similar all  and so stars for worship of  alone the pure  he will gather lest

1t is permitted to sell a mixture of designated and non-designated items without fearing that the buyer will separate them for idolatrous use.
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Halacha 8 - Probibition of Selling Weapons and Harmful Items to Idolaters and Suspects
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their hands with them that strengthen things stars to a worshiper of ~ we sell thatnot  Justas
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for them do we sharpen and not and chains and fetters armaments and weaponsof  and lions bears
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tosellit s forbidden stars toa worshiper of  tosellit  thatis forbidden and everything the weapons —
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tosell  itisforbidden and likewise stars to a worshiper of  tosell  who is suspected toaJew
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bandit toaJewish  damage weapons of




This halacha detailsthe probibition of selling weapons, dangerous animals, or restraints to idolatersor to Jews who might sell them to idolaters.
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Halacha 9 - Selling Weapons to Idolaters and Walking Near a City of Idolatry
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a covenant withthem and they made stars the worshippers of among  dwelling Yisrael Were
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with them that they make because and hislegions the king  to the servants of armour weaponsof  tosell it is permitted
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we since us protecting and they are found to save it the province the enemies of with war
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ofit  outside towalk itis permitted stars worshipof init thatthereis Acity in theirmidst are dwelling
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towalk  itis permitted stars worship of  of it outside Ifthere was intoitsmidst toenter and itisforbidden
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in its midst

This balacha outlinesthe permission to sell weaponsto the ruling authorities for mutual defense and the boundaries of walking near a city containing

idolatry.
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worshipof init thathas throughacity topass forhim itisforbidden toaplace froma place One who goes
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if but place tothat  isdesignated that the road ata time are said words In what stars
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itis permitted on thisone and he went and ithappened another aroad there there is

This balacha discusses the probibition of traveling through a city where idolatry is practiced when an alternative route is available.
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Halacha 11 - Probibition of Building an Idolatrons Dome and the Permissibility of the Wages
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worshipof  init  thattheysetup a dome stars the worshippers of with  tobuild  Itisforbidden

mPANDY X1 M2 Pax .ann oY M3y "2y oNy .o2oid

ab initio he builds but  is permitted his wage and built he transgressed and if stars
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dome that init thatthereis the courtyard or the palace

This halacha discusses the probibition of building a dome specifically designated for housing an idol, while permitting the wages post facto and allowing

the construction of the surrounding palace or courtyard.
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Halacha 12 - Shops Adorned for Idol Worship and Renting from Idolatrons Temples
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and that are not adorned shops init and there were stars worship of init thathas A city
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because isinside them what withall fromthem tobenefit itisforbidden the adorned ones adorned
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This balacha detailsthe probibitions regarding shopsin a city with an idol, distinguishing between those decorated for idolatrous festivals and those

that are not, aswell as renting directly from an idolatrous temple.
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to the Sea of and he must take them in benefit  is forbidden its money stars toservice of a house One who sells
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init andsetup  hishouse and robbed ajJew who coerced stars servantsof  but the Salt
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This balacha detailsthe probibition of benefiting from money received when selling a house for idolatrous purposes, contrasted with receiving

compensation for a house taken by force.
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Halacha 14 - Purchasing Property and Livestock from Idolaters at a Pagan Fair
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of toa fair  One may go withthem toeulogize itis forbidden stars worshipers of  of And flutes
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and houses in their gentility and maidservants  servants  livestock fromthem and purchase worship idol
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like one who rescues thathe is because of theirs in courts and register and write and vineyards and fields
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and utensils of money Ifhe purchased they mustrot he purchased and utensils clothing andif and below
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and not do we raise him not aservant Ifhe purchased Sale to the Sea of he must bring them metals
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do we cast down

This halacha detailswhat items may be purchased from idolaters at their commercial fairs and the restrictions regarding buying from merchants who

pay taxes to the idol.
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Halacha 15 - The Probibition of Benefiting and Eating at an Idolater’s Wedding Feast
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to benefit itis forbidden  afeast  for hisdaughter or forhisson who made stars A worshiper of
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toyou andhe willcall 15 34 Shemos  asitissaid it is stars of worship  because of
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Shemos  from his slaughtering and you will eat
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etc and they will stray

for your sons from his daughters and you will take 16 34

This balacha detailsthe strict distancing required from an idolater'swedding celebration to prevent intermarriage and idolatrous influence.
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—  shall nurse not Yisrael A daughter of

that she raises  because stars a worshiperof ~ of  the son
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delivers but idolater  the non-Jewish woman ~ —  shall she deliver and not stars for worship of a son
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the daughter of — delivers idolater and the non-Jewish hostility ~ because of fora fee she
woman
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she will kill him thatnot  so in herdomain  herson — and nurses Yisrael

This balacha detailsthe restrictions on Jewish women nursing or delivering the babiesof idolaters, and the safety precautions required when receiving

these services from them.
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Halacha 17 - The Probibition of Trading with Idolaters and Apostates Traveling to Idolatrons Worship
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are permitted  but those returning with them and to sell to buy itis forbidden idol worship  toa place of ~ Those going
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they were  forif  tothatone thisone bound are not is when they and this

their mind is  perhaps bound
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and tosell  tobuy  itispermitted on the journey there idol worship  toa place of  who goes AJew to return
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itis forbidden but on the return fromit he will turn back perhaps with him
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itis forbidden on the return  or whether on the journey there

whether who is an apostate AJew

This halacha details the restrictions on business dealings with non-Jews, Jews, and apostates when they are traveling to or from places of idolatrous

worship.
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withhim and todeal totrade itisforbidden upon returning idol worshipers — of toa fair  who went AlJew
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is forbidden aJew in the hand of  anidol  and the money of there tothem hesold  anidol lest
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with and we deal ~ we trade  this and because of inbenefit  itis permitted anidolater butin the hand of in benefit
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aJew with  and deal trade but we do not idol worship  of the festival ~ from who comes anidolater
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and nor  on hisgoing  neither apostate aJew with and not  that the festival ~ from who comes
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on his returning

It is forbidden to trade with a Jew returning from an idolatrous fair because he may have sold an idol and the money received is forbidden for benefit.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by forbidding business transactions, loans, and gifts with idolaters within three days of their festivals in
Eretz Yisrael, or on the day of the festival itself in Chutz la'Aretz, though certain non-durable goods and verbal loans are
permitted to prevent financial loss. It distinguishes between communal festivals and private celebrations of an individual, and
details the strict prohibition against selling items specifically used for avodah zarah or dangerous items like weapons and wild
animals. Finally, the Rambam outlines the guidelines for traveling near cities containing avodah zarah and the halachos of

building structures, such as domes or courtyards, that might be used for pagan worship.




TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

My dear talmid, when you look at the detailed halachos of how we must distance ourselves from the festivals and practices of
avodah zarah, a profound truth of the neshamah emerges. The Torah is teaching us about the incredible power of association
and influence. We are forbidden to do business with thembefore their holidays because we do not want our actions, our

livelihood, or our energy to even indirectly fuel or validate something that stands against the oneness of Hashem.

This is not just about ancient temples and statues; it is about the spiritual environment we build around ourselves every single
day. The people we connect with, the places we walk, and the transactions we make all leave an imprint on our hearts. If we
allow ourselves to get too close to influences that do not align with Torah and yiras Shamayim, those influences slowly seep

into our thoughts and weaken our connection to Hashem.

Just as the halacha wams us not to sell weapons or dangerous things that can cause harm, we must protect our own spiritual
safety. We have to be mindful of what we bring into our homes and what we allow to occupy our minds. Our avodah is to
keep our hearts pure and dedicated solely to Hashem, ensuring that everything we touch and do brings us closer to

Kedushah.

Today, take a moment to look at your daily routine and identify one environment, media source, or social circle that does not

elevate your yiras Shamayim, and make a conscious decision to step back fromit to keep your neshamah pure.
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