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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambamteaches us the crucial halachos of how we must distance ourselves fromidolaters and avoid
showing themfavor, so that we do not, chas v'shalom, learn from their ways or give thema permanent foothold in Eretz
Yisrael. We will learn the strict prohibitions against making covenants with them, showing themunearned mercy, or praising

them, alongside the severe prohibition of selling or renting themland in Eretz Yisrael.

At the same time, the Rambam guides us in the ways of peace, showing where the Chachamim permitted certain interactions
—like supporting their poor or greeting them—for the sake of darkei shalom. We will also learn the definition of a ger toshav
and how these halachos apply depending on whether Klal Yisrael is in exile or has sovereignty over the land.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Halacha 1 - The Probibition of Making Covenants with Idolaters and the Law of Jewish Traitors

™ DI TRy NRYIYW TP TERY MYawWh A2 i N

and we leave  peace  withthem that we make inorder nations  withthe seven a covenant make We do not
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a covenant” withthem  make "Donot 2 7 Devarim  asitissaid foreign  worship  toworship  them

MWW DPTY DM MON) AT N DOTIYR MM PN

asitissaid  upon them tohave mercy anditisforbidden  be slain or from their worship they must turn back  rather
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in the river drowning or perishing of them one saw  if therefore  show themfavor" "and donot 2 7 Devarim
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with his hand  to destroy him  but save him  he shallnot  todie  tending ifhe saw him bring himup he shall not
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war with us make  that he does not because isforbidden of this and the like into the pit to pushhim or
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and the apikorsim the informants but nations  regarding the seven are these said words In what
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because destruction the pit of until and to cast themdown by hand to destroy them the law it was of Israel
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Hashem fromafter the people —  and turning away to Israel distressing  that they were




Thishalacha outlinesthe probibition of establishing peace treaties that permit idolatry, the restriction against saving non-belligerent idolaters, and

the severe measures once taken against Jewish heretics and informants.
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Halacha 2 - The Probibition of Healing Idolaters and the Permission to Heal a Ger Toshav
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he was andif fora wage even an idolater to heal that it is forbidden  learn you  Fromhere
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for free but  fora wage he may heal ill feeling because of concerned thathe was or of them afraid
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him we heal to sustain him are commanded and you since convert and a resident it is forbidden
;0303
for free

This halacha outlinesthe restrictions on providing medical treatment to idolatersversus the obligation to heal a resident convert.
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Halacha 3 - Probibition of Selling and Renting Houses and Fields to Idolaters in Eretz Yisrael
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to them we sell and in Syria Yisrael in the Land of and fields  houses  to them sell We do not
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thatnot  provided Yisrael in the Land of houses tothem  and we rent fields not but houses
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rent and we do not than three less neighborhood and there is no a neighborhood they will make
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did they make stringent what and because of fields to them we rent and in Syria fields to them
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to them and it gives the tithes from itexemptsit two things init thereis because regardinga field
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because of the Land  outside and fields  houses tothem  tosell  anditispermitted in the land  a resting place
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our land it is not

This halacha details the restrictions on selling or renting real estate to idolatersin Eretz Yisrael, Syria, and the Diaspora.
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Halacha 4 - Probibition of Renting Dwellings to Idolaters and Giving Them a Resting Place in the Land

NITW C1mm 1°RT T nCaY KT abnR  vnny nipna aN

thathe because did they permit dwelling fora house of not to rent that they permitted ina place  Even
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an abomination bring "Donot 26 7 Devarim and itissaid stars worship of into it brings
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sell and we donot a storehouse tomake them  houses  tothem one mayrent  but your house”  into
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he may sell but  to the ground in that which is tothem andsimilar  and grain fruits  to them

attached
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dowe not what and because of and he cuts tocut condition on tohim he maysell or fromwhen itiscut
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them give donot show themfavor” "anddonot 2 7 Devarim because itissaid tothem sell
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temporary a dwelling of their dwelling land tothem there willbe not forif  intheland anencampment
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stars worshiper of beautifulis  how to say and even in their praise  tospeak itisforbidden and so it is
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amatter  that he should hold or  hisdeeds in praise of thathe should speak and heavy light  in hisform  this
dear
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because inyoureyes favor tothem shall there be not show themfavor and donot asitissaid from their words
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agiftof tothem togive and itisforbidden the bad fromhis deeds and tolearn withhim  tocling  thatitcauses
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whois "tothe stranger 21 14 Devarim  asitissaid alien toa resident he may  give but free
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by giving and not by sale toa non-Jew"  sell or and he shall eatit you shall give it in your gates

This halacha details the restrictions on renting homes, selling land-attached produce, praising idolaters, and giving them free gifts.
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peace the ways of because of Yisrael the poor of with stars worshipers of  the poor of ~ We support
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because of and pe'ah shich'chah fromleket stars worshipers of the poor of the handsof  prevent and we do not
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the ways of because of their festival on the day of and even of their welfare and we inquire peace the ways of
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of  into the house shall he enter and not ever peace  tothem double but we do not peace
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in the marketplace if he found him peace tohim togive hisfestival on the day of stars a worshiper of
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head and with heaviness of weak  witha lip peace to him he gives

| This balacha outlinesthe Rabbinic enactments established for the sake of peace, allowing support for poor idolaters and greeting them respectfully.
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Halacha 6 - The Probibition of Allowing Idolaters to Dwell in Eretz Yisrael and the Laws of a Ger Toshav
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among Yisrael thatare exiled inatime except are said these the matters all  Not
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inatime  but Yisrael over ispowerful idolaters that the hand of or stars the worshippers of
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stars worshippers of  toallow  forus itisforbidden overthem is powerful Yisrael that the hand of
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to place fromplace one who passes or temporary a dwelling of one whodwells andeven  among us
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mitzvot  seven upon himself thathe accepts until except inourland shallhe pass not with merchandise
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inyourland = shall they dwell  not 33 23  Shemos asitissaid Noach the children of that were commanded
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toshav isager this behold mitzvot seven upon himself he accepted andif an hour for even
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not but  ispracticed thatthe Jubilee inatime except  toshav  ager accept and we do not
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alone tzedek ager except accept we donot the Jubilee in the time of

This balacha outlinesthe strict probibition against allowing unrepentant idolaters to reside in or even pass through Eretz Yisrael when Jewish

authority is established, unless they accept the seven Noabide laws.

CHAPTER SUMMARY
The chapter begins by forbidding covenants with idolaters or showing themmercy, which includes saving them from danger,
though we do not actively harm them; conversely, we are commanded to eradicate Jewish traitors and apikorsim who lead

others astray. The Rambam details the prohibitions against providing free medical care to idolaters, selling or renting them




homes or fields in Eretz Yisrael, and selling them unharvested produce, all derived from the prohibition of giving thema
resting place in the land or praising them. Finally, the Rambam explains that while we support their poor and greet them for
the sake of peace, when Klal Yisrael is in power, we may not allow any idolater to dwell in our land unless they accept the

seven mitzvos of Bnei Noach and become a ger toshav, which is only accepted when the Jubilee Year is observed.

.'IW;??:? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah is teaching us a profound lesson about the sanctity of our spiritual environment. The prohibition of "lo
techaneim”, not giving idolaters a resting place in the land, and not praising their ways, is not just a physical boundary; itis a
spiritual shield. The Rambam explains that when we praise their deeds or hold their words dear, it causes us to draw close to
themand learn from their ways. What we allow to take root in our surroundings, and what we allow ourselves to admire,

ultimately shapes who we are.

In our daily lives, we are constantly exposed to values, lifestyles, and philosophies that run completely contrary to Torah and
yiras Shamayim. It is so easy to slip into admiring the secular world's achievements, their culture, or their outlook on life. But
the Torah wamns us: do not give these foreign ideas a "resting place” in your mind. Do not let thembecome beautiful in your

eyes, because what you admire, you will eventually imitate.

We must guard our homes and our minds as sacred spaces. Just as we are careful not to bring an abomination into our physical
homes, we must be equally vigilant about what we bring into our hearts. Our admiration and our praise must be reserved for

holiness, for Torah, and for those who dedicate their lives to serving Hashem.

Today, make a conscious effort to guard your speech and your thoughts from praising secular values or lifestyles. Instead,
loudly and warmly praise a mitzvah, a good middah, ora Torah concept in front of your family, ensuring that only holiness

has a permanent resting place in your home.
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