yTnn 90 - MISHNEH TORAH

27° P12 - 22293 NT7iaY N‘l:’?ﬂ

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambam takes us into the holy boundaries of our physical appearance, showing how a Yid must carry
himself with yiras Shamayim even in how he cuts his hair and trims his beard. Hashem separated us from the ways of the goyim
and their idolatrous priests, commanding us not to destroy the corers of our heads or our beards. We will learn the exact
definitions of these prohibitions, who is obligated in them, and how they apply to men, women, and those of doubtful gender

status.

We will also learn about other prohibitions that set us apart from the surrounding nations, such as the prohibition against
tattooing our skin, making gashes in our flesh as a sign of mourning, or shaving our heads in grief. Through these halachos,
the Torah teaches us to treat our bodies with holiness and dignity, keeping us far removed from the dark practices of avodah
zarah.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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as it is said stars worshipers of  doing that they were  like the head  the corners of shave We do not
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DO0Y Y7 NON TNINT NON D232 19DX 1YY W nPaen 19°R7
twice is lashed one and warning one atonce  even temples  his two one who shaves  therefore
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allof whoshaves andone the head allof the hairof andleaves alone the corners  who shaves one
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regarding the man are said words In what the corners he shaved since islashed  asone the head
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the one who shaves he assisted - . unless  lashed isnot whoisshaven the man  but who shaves
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islashed the minor —  and one who shaves

Thishalacha detailsthe probibition of rounding the corners of the head, the liability for cach temple, and the status of the person being shaven.
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Halacha 2 - Exemption of Women and Obligation of Slaves in Shaving the Corners of the Head
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Leviticus  asitissaid isexempt whowasshaven or the man the head of the cornerof whoshaved A woman
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the corner of destroy and donot 27 19 Leviticus your head the cornerof round Donot 27 19
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the slaves therefore round  indonot sheisnot abeard toher thatthereisnot because destroy in do not
NPT PMON 1P a7 W PN
in rounding are forbidden a beard tothem and there is since

This balacha explains that women are exempt from the probibition of rounding the head because they lack beards, while slaves are obligated.
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are obligated women or whether men whether thatare in the Torah do not commandmentsof All
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on the nights of matzah and eating of the day fromsanctification of except are exempt  women constant
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are obligated which women and rejoicing and Hakhel and its slaughtering the Pesach offering and eating of the Pesach

This balacha delineates which Torah probibitions and positive time-bound commandments apply to women.
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the man the stringencies of upon them we place are doubtful they behold andanandrogynous A tumtum
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they transgressed and if in everything and they are obligated  place  inevery the woman and the stringencies of
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lashed they are not

This halacha establishesthat due to their doubtful gender status, a tumtum and an androgynous must observe the stringencies of both men and women.
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toshave isforbidden she  behold herhead the cornerof toshave ispermitted thata woman though - Even
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acorner forhim toshave forher isforbidden a child andeven a man the head of the corner of

This halacha discusses the probibition for a woman to shave the cornersof a man'sor a male child'’s head, despite being permitted to shave her own.
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fromourelders and we heard a measure the Sages init did give not atthe temples thatwe leave this And corner
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the corners  toremove and it is permitted hairs than forty less leave  that he does not
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witha razor destruction  except was forbidden not with scissors

This balacha discusses the minimum amount of bair that must be left on the temples and clarifiesthat the probibition of shaving the cornersof the bead

appliesonly to a razor.
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the Torah forbade therefore  their beard to destroy was stars worshipers of  priests of The way of
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he removed them andif and comer corner every for and heislashed the beard and the pitof fromthe left and so
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asitissaid witha razor  he shavesit  until liable and he is not five he is lashed  asone all of them
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she is exempt  the man  the beard of she destroyed




This halacha detailsthe probibition against shaving the five cornersof the beard with a razor, the exemption of scissors, and the status of women

regarding thislaw.
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the lip  topof thatison the hair and thatis witharazor toshave ispermitted The mustache

upper
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is permitted  thatit  though - and even lower the lip  from  that hangs the hair  and likewise
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it will interfere with thatnot until itsends he may shave rather to destroy it Israel did practice not
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and drinking eating

The Rambam explains that while shaving the mustache with a razor is technically permitted, the customisonly to trim the parts that interfere with

eating and drinking.
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isnot the genitalia and the house of the armpit the house of suchas the body fromthe restof the hair ~ Removal of
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stripes of ~ him they strike and one who removes it Sages from the words of ~ but the Torah from forbidden
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women  except it remove where donot in a place are said words In what rebelliousness
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This balacha detailsthe Rabbinic probibition against a man removing hair from hisarmpitsor genitalia, which is based on the probibition of

adopting feminine practices.
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Halacha 10 - The Probibition of Wearing Garments of the Opposite Gender and Removing White Hair
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or aturban  onherhead thatshe places suchas aman  withthe adornment of a woman shall adorn herself  not
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and not like a man  herhead thatshe cuts or ofit and the like armor she wears  or a hat
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and jewelry of colors garments of thathe wears suchas a woman with the adornmentof a man shall adorn himself
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the adornment of ~ who adorned himself  a man  the province is according to the everything women  except
with custom of
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with
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his hair ~ he dyed  if  and likewise a woman the adornmentof  he adorned himself ~ because receives lashes
with
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shallnot and anandrogynus  a tumtum receiveslashes single white hair  from when he dyes  black
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receive lashes he doesnot so  he did andif likea man his head cut and not like a woman  wrap

Thisbhalacha detailsthe Torah probibition against cross-dressing and adopting the grooming habits of the opposite gender, including a man plucking

white hairs from bis beard.
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the place of  and fills his flesh  upon is that he scratches it in the Torah which is spoken of tattooing The writing of
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the customof was and this thatleave a mark dyes other or ink or witheye-paint the scratch
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to it sold aservant thatheis asiftosay idols for the service of themselves who would mark the idolaters
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after  thatleave a mark ofthe things  withone thathe marks and from the time for its service and marked
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until he isexempt witha scratch  write  and did not withdye ifhe marked or withdye mark and did not
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words In what tattoo and a writing of 28 19 Vayikra asitissaid  and tattoos he writes
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receive lashes

This balacha definesthe biblical probibition of tattooing, which requires both scratching the skin and filling it with dye, and explains who is liable for

lashes.

nna b ) mg’ﬁ W mklohy Halacha 12 - The Probibition of Gouging the Flesh for the Dead

VI MO UP NIPM MNIW MR nnd By NN Mool wlitn

and a gouge 28 19  Leviticus asitissaid islashed the dead for  single a gouge One who gouges
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agouge  Ifhe gouged anIsraelite orwhether a Kohen Whether in your flesh place  donot fora soul
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five he islashed  one  dead person  for gouges five or dead people five for  single

NARY NOR DD Py 92 ¢anmw XM

and one one each for him thatthey warned and thisis

This halacha detailsthe probibition against gouging one’s flesh in gricf for the deceased and the liability for multiple lashes based on the number of

dead or the number of gouges.
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over in their flesh gouging the idolaters that were and justas they are one and gouging  Gashing
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as it is said stars for worship of  themselves wound they would so  the grief because of their dead

MY MR MION T D3 L'DwRwRD  ATTADNY" Mo o K Doobn

asitissaid the Torah forbade this also according to their "and they gashed 28 18 I Melachim
custom” themselves
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with his hand  he gouged whether a dead person thatover except gashyourselves” "donot 1 14  Devarim
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he is liable for with an instrument stars for worship of  he receives lashes with an instrument he gouged or whether
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he is exempt with his hand lashes

This halacha explains that gashing and gouging are a single probibition, forbidden both as a monrning practice and as anidolatrousrite, with

differing liabilities depending on whether an instrument was used.
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thisone  one inacity oflaw courts two there shallbe isthatnot this of prohibition And in the category
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this  for thing  of another according to the behaving and this one of this one according to the behaving
custom custom
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become donot gashyourselves’” "Donot 1 14  Devarim  asitissaid great to disputes causes
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groups groups

The Rambam explainsthat the probibition of gashing oneself also includes a probibition against dividing into separate halachic factions withina

single city.
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shallyou place "andnot 1 14  Devarim  asitissaid islashed the dead for abald spot One who makesa bald

spot
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for who made a bald spot a priest or an Israelite  whether for the dead” youreyes between a bald spot
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ifhe dipped or witha potion or withhishand one who makesa bald Itisthe same and bald spot bald spot

spot
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five he islashed  one warning it is though - even bald spots five he made a bald spot
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the eyes  justasbetween the head allof for And he isliable as one come all of them for behold
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And how much  on their head”  a bald spot shall they make bald ~ "not 5 21 Vayikra as it is said
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hair without  clear  like a gris fromhis head that there will be seen enough the bald spot is the measure of

This halacha definesthe probibition against tearing out hair to create a bald spot in mourning for the deceased, detailing the lashes incurred for
multiple spots and the minimum size of the baldness.
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his ship orover thatfell hishouse over inhisflesh one whogashes or onhishead One who makesa bald

spot
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This balacha details the exemptions for self-inflicted wounds not done for the dead or idolatry, and the liability when rwo people participate in these
forbidden acts.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by defining the prohibition of shaving the corners of the head (pe'os ha-rosh), explaining that there are
two corners and that both the one who shaves and, under certain conditions, the one who is shaven can be liable. The
Rambam clarifies that women are exempt from this prohibition because they do not have beards, while slaves, who do have
beards, remain obligated. This leads into a broader discussion of the mitzvos from which women are exempt, including time-
bound positive commandments, and the status of a tumtumand an androgynous who must follow the stringencies of both
men and women. Finally, the halachos address the prohibition of destroying the comners of the beard (pe'os ha-zakan) with a

razor, the prohibition against tattooing (kesoves ka'aka), and the prohibitions against making gashes in one's flesh or tearing

out hair in grief over the deceased.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah warns us against shaving the corners of our head and beard, or tattooing our skin, because these were the ways of
the idolaters who marked their bodies to show they were 'sold" as servants to their false gods. Hashem wants us to know thata
Yid's body is not a blank canvas for the trends of the world; it is a holy vessel, a sanctuary for the neshama. When we guard

the boundaries of our appearance, we are declaring that we belong to Hashemalone.

This is also why the Torah commands 'lo tisgodedu’, not to cut ourselves in grief, which Chazal teach also means we must not
split into opposing factions, 'agudos agudos.' Just as we must not damage the physical vessel of our own body, we must not
tear apart the collective body of the Jewish people through division and machlokes. Our external boundaries and our internal

unity both stem from the same truth: we are one holy nation, dedicated to one Creator.

Today, pay attention to how you carry yourself in the physical world. Before you adopt a style, a look, ora harsh way of
speaking to another Yid, remember who you belong to. Take one small, conscious action to show respect for your body or to

bring peace between people, showing that you are a proud servant of the King.
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