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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambam takes us into the holy boundaries of our physical appearance, showing how a Yid must carry
himself with yiras Shamayim even in how he cuts his hair and trims his beard. Hashemseparated us from the ways of the goyim
and their idolatrous priests, commanding us not to destroy the corers of our heads or our beards. We will learn the exact
definitions of these prohibitions, who is obligated in them, and how they apply to men, women, and those of doubtful gender

status.

We will also learn about other prohibitions that set us apart from the surrounding nations, such as the prohibition against
tattooing our skin, making gashes in our flesh as a sign of mourning, or shaving our heads in grief. Through these halachos,
the Torah teaches us to treat our bodies with holiness and dignity, keeping us far removed from the dark practices of avodah
zarah.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- The Probibition of Shaving the Corners of the Head
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We do not shave the corners of the head
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like that which the star-worshipers would do,
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as it is said in the Torah (Vayikra 19:27), "Do not round the corner of your head.”
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And a person is liable for each and every corner that he shaves.
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Therefore, one who shaves his two temples,
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evenat one time and under one warning,
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is lashed twice.
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It is the same law for one who shaves the corners alone and leaves the hair of the rest of the head,
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and the same law for one who shaves the entire head at once; in both cases he is lashed,
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since he shaved the corners as part of the shaving.
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In what case are these words said? Regarding the man who shaves another person,
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but the man who is shavenis not lashed,
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unless he assisted the one who shaves him.
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And one who shaves the corners of a minor is lashed.

Halacha 2 - Exemption of Women and Obligation of Slaves in Shaving the Corners of the Head
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A woman who shaved the corner of the head of a man,
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or who was shaven by someone else,
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is exempt from the Torah prohibition,
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as it is said in the pasuk, "Do not round the corner of your head,"
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and immediately following, "and do not destroy the corner of your beard."
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The Sages derived from this juxtaposition: everyone who is included in the prohibition of "do not destroy” a beard, is included

in the prohibition of "do not round” the head;
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and a woman, who is not included in the prohibition of "do not destroy"
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because there is not to her a beard naturally,
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she is not included in the prohibition of "do not round.”
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Therefore, Canaanite slaves,
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since there is to thema beard and they are obligated in this mitzvah,

MRRI2 7197ON

are forbidden in rounding the corners of their heads.

Halacha 3 - The Obligation of Women in Positive and Negative Commandments
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All negative commandments that are in the Torah,
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both men and women are obligated to observe them,
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except for the prohibition of "do not destroy” the comners of the beard and "do not round” the corners of the head,

LUR RO MIwn RN 1D Npwe oM

and "do not become impure, a Kohen, to the dead,” as taught in Mishnah Kiddushin 1:7.
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And every positive commandment that is from time to time and is not constant, meaning it is a time-bound positive

mitzvah,
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women are exempt fromi,
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except for sanctification of the day, the Friday night Kiddush on Shabbos,

noRn 2 %2 TEn NPIONY

and eating of matzah on the nights of Pesach,
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and eating of the Pesach offering and its slaughtering,
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and Hakhel, the gathering in the Beis HaMikdash once in seven years, and rejoicing on the festivals,
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all of which women are obligated to perform.

Halacha 4 - The Legal Status of a Tumtum and an Androgynous Regarding Mitzvos
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A tumtum whose gender is hidden and an androgynous who possesses both male and female physical characteristics, behold

they are considered a halachic doubt as to whether they are male or female,
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therefore we place upon them the stringencies of the man and the stringencies of the woman in every place and in

regard to all mitzvos,
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and thus they are obligated in everything —including all time-bound positive mitzvos from which women are exempt.
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And if they transgressed a prohibition that only applies to one gender, they are not lashed because of the doubt.

Halacha 5 - A Woman Shaving the Corners of a Man's Head
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Even though a woman is permitted to shave the corner of her head, since the Torah only prohibited this to those who are

commanded in the prohibition of rounding the head, and women are exempt,
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behold she is forbidden to shave the corner of the head of a man, because a man is subject to the prohibition, and she may

not assist himin transgressing.
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And even fora child, it is forbidden for her to shave for him a corner of his head, as we do not feed or cause a child to do a

prohibition directly.

Halacha 6 - The Measure of the Corners of the Head and the Permission of Scissors
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And regarding this corner of the head that we leave at the temples,
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the Sages did not give a specific minimum measure for it in the Torah's law;
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and we heard fromour elders that one should notleave less than forty hairs for each corner.
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And it is permitted to remove the corners with scissors,
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as it was not forbidden by the Torah except for destruction of the hair with a razor.

Halacha 7 - The Probibition of Shaving the Corners of the Beard with a Razor
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The way of the priests of idolaters was to destroy their beard as part of their pagan worship.
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Therefore, the Torah forbade destroying the beard entirely.
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And there are five corners in it, in the beard, which are forbidden to destroy.
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These are: the upper cheek and the lower cheek on the right, and like wise on the left, and the pit of the beard where

the chin meets the neck.
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And a person is lashed for each and every corner that he shaves off individually.
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And if he removed all of them as one, in a single shaving session, he is lashed five times, once for each corner.
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And he is not liable to be lashed until he shaves it with a razor,
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as it is said in the Torah, "And you shall not destroy the corner of your beard,” which refers to a manner of
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shaving that has destruction in it, meaning the hairis cut off completely at the roots.
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Therefore, if he shaved his beard with scissors, he is exempt fromlashes, even if he cut it very close to the skin.
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And the one being shaved by another person is not lashed unless he assists the barber in some active way.
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And a woman is permitted to destroy her beard if she has hair in the beard area, as the prohibition only applies to men.
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And if she destroyed the beard of a man by shaving him with a razor, she is exempt fromlashes, though it is forbidden for her

to do so.

Halacha 8 - Shaving the Mustache and the Hanging Hair of the Lip
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The mustache is permitted to shave with a razor,
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and that is the hair that is on top of the upper lip,
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and likewise the hair that hangs from the lower lip.
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And even though it is permitted to shave it completely,
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Israel did not practice to destroy it entirely with a razor;

ngp 07X KPR

rather, he may shave its ends
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until the point that it will not interfere with eating and drinking.

Halacha 9- The Probibition of Removing Armpit and Pubic Hair for Men
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Removal of the hair from the rest of the body
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such as the house of the armpit and the house of the genitalia

09990 7277 RPN 17507 1 MON 410N

is not forbidden from the Torah, but from the words of the Sages mid'Rabbanan,
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and one who removes it, they strike himstripes of rebelliousness as a Rabbinic disciplinary measure.
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In what circumstances are these words said?
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Ina place where they do not remove it except for women,
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in order that he will not adorn himself with the adornment of women, which is a Torah prohibition.
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But in a place where they remove the hair, both the women and the men,
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if he removed it, they do not strike him at all.
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And it is permitted to remove the hair of the rest of the limbs with scissors in every place, as this is not the typical way of

women's grooming.

Halacha 10 The Probibition of Wearing Garments of the Opposite Gender and Removing White Hair
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A woman shall not adorn herself with the adornment of a man,
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such as that she places on her head a turban or a hat that is uniquely worn by men,
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or she wears armor and the like of it,
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or that she cuts her head short like a man.
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And a man shall not adorn himself with the adornment of a woman,
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such as that he wears garments of colors and jewelry of gold
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ina place where they do not wear those garments
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and they do not place that jewelry except women;
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everything is according to the custom of the province.
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A man who adorned himself with the adornment of a woman,
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and a woman who adorned herself with the adornment of a man,
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receive lashes.
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One who plucks white hairs from among the black ones
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from his head or from his beard,
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from when he plucks a single hair, receives lashes,

YR 2T ATYW 2290

because he adorned himself with the adornment of a woman who is accustomed to remove gray hairs.
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And likewise, if he dyed his hair black,
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from when he dyes a single white hair, he receives lashes.
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A tumtum whose gender is hidden and an androgynus who has both male and female characteristics
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shall not wrap his head like a woman,
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and not cut his head like a man, so as to avoid any doubt;
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and if he did so, he does not receive lashes because of the doubt.

Halacha 11 - The Probibition of Tattooing and Its Specific Requirements
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The writing of tattooing which is spoken of in the Torah
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it is that he scratches upon his flesh
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and fills the place of the scratch with eye-paint or ink
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orother dyes that leave a mark.
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And this was the custom of the idolaters
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who would mark themselves for the service of idols
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as if to say that he is a servant sold to it
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and marked for its service.
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And from the time that he marks with one of the things that leave a mark
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after he scratches in any place of the body,
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whether a man or a woman, he receives lashes.
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Ifhe wrote and did not mark with dye,
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or if he marked with dye and did not write with a scratch,
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he is exempt until he writes and tattoos,

S'YRYR NANY" MmN

as it is said, "and a writing of tattoo."
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In what words are said? Regarding the writer.
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But this one whom they wrote in his flesh and tattooed on him
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is not liable unless he assisted,
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so that he did an action.
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But if he did not do anything, he does not receive lashes.

Halacha 12 - The Probibition of Gonging the Flesh for the Dead
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One who gouges asingle gouge for the dead
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is lashed,
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as it is said in the Torah in Vayikra 19:28, "and a gouge for a soul do not place in your flesh.”
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This prohibition applies equally, whether to a Kohen or whether to an Israelite.
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Ifhe gouged asingle gouge for five dead people,
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orif he gouged five gouges for one dead person,
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he is lashed five times.
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And this is provided that they warned him for each one and every one of the violations.




Halacha 13 - The Probibition of Gashing and Gouging for the Dead and for Idolatry
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Gashing and gouging are one and the same prohibition.
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And just as the idolaters would gouge in their flesh over their dead because of the grief,
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so they would wound themselves for the sake of worship of stars,
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as it is said regarding the prophets of Baal, "and they gashed themselves according to their custom.”
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Also this act of gashing foridolatry the Torah forbade, as it is said, "do not gash yourselves."
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Except that regarding gashing over a dead person, whether he gouged with his hand or whe ther he gouged with an

instrument, he receives lashes.
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But if he did so for worship of stars, if he did it with an instrument he is liable for lashes, but if he did it with his hand he is

exempt fromlashes, though it is still forbidden.

Halacha 14 - The Probibition Against Forming Separate Factions and Courts in One City
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And in the category of this prohibition of "do not gash yourselves” is a Rabbinic warning
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that there shall not be two courts of law in one city where
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this court behaves according to the custom of this authority and this other court behaves according to the custom of

ano ther authority,
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for this thing causes great disputes and division among the Jewish people,
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as it is said in the Torah in Devarim 14:1, "Do not gash yourselves,"
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which the Sages expounded homiletically to mean: do not become groups groups, meaning do not split into opposing factions.

10 ﬂ;’? lj Halacha 15 - The Probibition of Making a Bald Spot for the Dead and Its Measure

MR npn Y ImaR NP

One who makes a bald spot for the dead is lashed mid'Oraisa,
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as it is said in the Torah, "And you shall not place a bald spot between your eyes for the dead.”
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Whether an Israelite or a priest who made a bald spot for the dead, he does notreceive lashes except once fora single

act of balding.
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One who makes four or five bald spots for one dead person is lashed according to the number of the bald spots he

made,
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and this is provided they warned him for every bald spot and bald spot before he made it.
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Itis the same whether one makes a bald spot with his hand by pulling out the hair, or with a potion that destroys the hair,
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orif he dipped his fingers ina potion and placed them on five places on his head at one time;
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since he made five bald spots, even though it is only one warning, he is lashed five times,

for behold, all of them come as one and are created simultaneously.
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And he is liable for making a bald spot on all of the head just as he is for making one between the eyes,
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as it is said, "They shall not make a bald spot on their head.”
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And how much is the measure of the bald spot to make himliable?
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It must be enough that there will be seen from his head an area like a gris bean, clear without hair.

Halacha 16 - Laws of Bald Spots Gashes and Tattoos with a Colleague’s Assistance
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One who makes a bald spot on his head or one who gashes in his flesh
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grieving over his house that fell or over his ship that sank in the sea
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is exempt from the Torah prohibition and is not lashed
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except when doing so over the deceased only
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orif he is one who gashes asa ritual for worship of stars.
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Regarding one who makes a bald spot on the head of his colleague
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and one who gashes a gashin the flesh of his colleague
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and one who writes a tattooed writing in the flesh of his colleague
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and his colleague was assisting in the act
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at a time that both of them are intentional, both of them are lashed.
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If one was unintentional and one was intentional
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the intentional one of both of them s lashed and the unintentional one is exempt.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by defining the prohibition of shaving the corners of the head (pe'os ha-rosh), explaining that there are
two corners and that both the one who shaves and, under certain conditions, the one who is shaven can be liable. The
Rambam clarifies that women are exempt from this prohibition because they do not have beards, while slaves, who do have
beards, remain obligated. This leads into a broader discussion of the mitzvos from which women are exempt, including time-
bound positive commandments, and the status of a tumtumand an androgynous who must follow the stringencies of both
men and women. Finally, the halachos address the prohibition of destroying the comners of the beard (pe'os ha-zakan) with a
razor, the prohibition against tattooing (kesoves ka'aka), and the prohibitions against making gashes in one's flesh or tearing

out hair in grief over the deceased.

TWYNR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah warns us against shaving the corners of our head and beard, or tattooing our skin, because these were the ways of
the idolaters who marked their bodies to show they were 'sold" as servants to their false gods. Hashem wants us to know thata
Yid's body is not a blank canvas for the trends of the world; it is a holy vessel, a sanctuary for the neshama. When we guard

the boundaries of our appearance, we are declaring that we belong to Hashemalone.

This is also why the Torah commands 'lo tisgodedu’, not to cut ourselves in grief, which Chazal teach also means we must not
split into opposing factions, 'agudos agudos.’ Just as we must not damage the physical vessel of our own body, we must not
tear apart the collective body of the Jewish people through division and machlokes. Our external boundaries and our internal

unity both stem from the same truth: we are one holy nation, dedicated to one Creator.

Today, pay attention to how you carry yourself in the physical world. Before you adopt a style, a look, ora harsh way of
speaking to another Yid, remember who you belong to. Take one small, conscious action to show respect for your body or to

bring peace between people, showing that you are a proud servant of the King.
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