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LJ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we learn how a Yid must guard his environment and his heart to stay close to Hashem. The Rambam teaches
us that a person is naturally influenced by his friends and neighbors, making it a vital necessity—and indeed a positive mitzvah
—to cleave to talmidei chachamim, marry into their families, and do business with them to learn from their holy ways. If, chas

v'shalom, one's surroundings are wicked, he must flee to the deserts rather than be swept up in their bad middos.

We also delve into the beautiful mitzvos of ahavas Yisrael and loving a ger. The Rambam guides us on how to truly love every
single Jew as ourselves, to protect their dignity and their money, and to avoid the terrible sin of gaining honor through a
friend's degradation.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Halacha 1 - The Social Influence on Man and the Obligation to Distance Oneself from the Wicked

LYY TRIRR PRYIR UM NPT om Y inme T

his friends  after and in his actions in his character traits ~ drawn is to be man of  ofcreation The way
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TR 7D TRR DRI PN WPy DURUTR? N2nnT?
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that not in order in the darkness who walk the wicked  from and he should distance  from their deeds
himself
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all  were andif goodones inthe pathof andbehave are righteous whose people  toa place  he should go
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our times like good not inapath behaving theirreport  and hears knows them  that he the countries
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or  the troops because of are good whose customs to a country to go able  thathe isnot or
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"Lethimsit 28 3  Eichah  thatissaid like the matter  alone by himself he should sit the illness because of
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to dwell him allow who donot and sinners evil they were andif and be silent” alone
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sinners in the pathof  himself should he lead and not and to the deserts and to the thorns  to the caves
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wayfarers” a lodging place of in the desert willgive me "Who 1 9 Yirmeyahu thatissaid like the matter

| The Rambam explains how a person is naturally influenced by his environment and must seek righteous companions or isolate himself if necessary.
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like the matter fromtheirdeeds tolearn inorder and theirdisciples  to the Sages tocleave  of action A mitzvah
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thus rather tothe Divine Presence  tocleave  foraman  possible andisit youshallcleave and to Him thatis said

9°D7 .BIPTEPN) TR0 PITT LT MER w03 Donan TN

therefore and their disciples to the Sages cleave  this mitzvah in the explanation of the Sages said
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to Him and tocleave asitissaid association typesof inall withthem and toassociate a Sage fora disciple of
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the dust of attaching yourselfto andbe 4 1 Avos Mishnah  and said the Sages commanded and so
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| The Rambam explains the positive commandment of clinging to Hashem by associating with, marrying into, and doing business with Torah scholars.




Halacha 3 - The Mitzvab to Love Every Jew and Protect Their Honor and Property

§m3m 7923 NI PN NanN nien

oz BN TONY TON B3 Ny 3K OTX Y3 Yy mn

one each — to love man  every upon Itisa mitzvah

like his own body of Israel and every one
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speak he must  therefore asyourself  your neighbor and you shalllove 18 19  Vayikra as it is said
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the honor of and desires  himself  the money of - spares  he just as his money . and to spare  in his praise
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through the

tocome in the world share tohim hasno his fellow
degradation of himself

This balacha outlinesthe positive commandment of loving one’s fellow Jew as oneself, which includes speaking of their praise and protecting their

property and dignity.

Halacha 4 - The Mitzvah of Loving a Convert and Its Donble Obligation

IR 1 M21PMY 937 NN Mg

Py NI AW MPRWa I NAD o3 RIW )T NaOW

the Shechinah the wings of under andentered whocame the convert  Loving

do commandments of  two
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justas the convert  loving on Hecommanded the convert — andyoushalllove 19 10 Devarim
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Hashem — andyoushalllove 5 6 Devarim  asitissaid Himself  loving on He commanded
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Himself isHe blessed the Holy One your God
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a convert and He loves

18 10 Devarim asitissaid converts loves

This halacha explains that loving a convert fulfills two positive Torah commandments, equating the love of a convert to the love of Hashem Himself.

Halacha 5 - The Prohibition of Hating a Fellow Jew in One's Heart
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of Israel one who hates  Any

19 Vayikra asitissaid commandment a negative transgresses in hisheart
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this prohibition for administer lashes and we donot inyour heart" yourbrother —— hate "Donot 17
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warned and not anaction init there isnot because

thatisin the heart  hatred  about except the Torah
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he doesnot permitted he isnot though - even orwhoinsultshim hisfellow —  one whostrikes  but
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This halacha teachesthat the Torah probibition of harboring batred applies specifically to unexpressed feelings in the heart.

Halacha 6 - The Probibition to Hate in One's Heart and the Mitzvah to Rebuke and Forgive
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concerning the wicked  thatis said as  and remain silent shall he hate him not againsta man a man When sins
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God" to Avraham

This balacha teaches that one must not harbor silent hatred against someone who wronged him, but must instead speak to him openly, rebuke bim, and

readily forgive him if be asks for forgiveness.
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needs the Omnipresent  and  thatare between him  in matters  whether and him  thatare between him
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soft  andinalanguage gently tohim and he shall speak  himself and  between him to rebuke him




o2iyn »nh  IN2T7? In2ivD RPN D WX SNW 199797

the world  to the life of  to bring him  for his benefit except to him say that he does not and he shall inform him
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second atime he should rebuke him not  andif itisgood fromhim heaccepted If  the coming
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tohim andsays  the sinner he strikes him until to rebuke him a person obligated —always and so and third
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against them  toprotest  forhim itispossible  since  these for the sin of is held responsible

This halacha outlinesthe obligation to gently admonish a fellow Jew who sins, repeating the rebuke if necessary, and the responsibility borne by those who

failto protest wrongdoing when they have the power to do so.
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Halacha 8 - The Probibition of Embarrassing a Fellow Jew and the Manner of Admonishment
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he embarrasses him until ~ harshly  tohim should speak not atfirst  hisfellow —  One who admonishes
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embarrasses
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he repented  not if Heaven regarding mattersof  but  and hisfellow man  thatare between regarding matters
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to his face him and we abuse hissin ~ and we publicize  in public him we embarrass  in private in it
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The Rambam explains that while one must admonish a fellow Jew gently to avoid embarrassing them, public shaming is permitted for unrepentant

religioustransgressions.
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This balacha teaches that it isa pious act to quietly forgive a wrongdoer in one's heart without admonishing them, provided one barbors no hatred.
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exceedingly is low that their soul because  and widows with orphans  to be careful a person is obligated
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aking the widowof  even wealth  are possessors of thatthey though - even isdepressed and their spirit
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widow "Any 21 22 Exodus asitissaid concerning them we warned and his orphans
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tothem  shall he speak not with them does one behave and how shall you afflict” not and orphan
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their body shall he pain  and not honor  a customof except withthem shall he behave andnot  gently except
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than the money of more their money . and he must spare harsh with words and their heart with work
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oppressed or tothem  caused pain or angers them or who vexes them any himself
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but  person any the customof with them shall he behave not so and even is permitted
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| This halacha outlinesthe strict probibition against afflicting widows and orphans, and details how one must treat them with gentleness and honor.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter outlines the essential halachos of social connection and interpersonal sensitivity. It begins with the obligation to
seek out righteous companions and Torah scholars, even moving cities or secluding oneself in caves if the local environment is
corrupt. The Rambam then transitions to the positive mitzvah of loving every Jew as oneself, which requires us to speak their
praises and cherish their property and honor. Finally, the chapter highlights the special, double obligation to love a convert

who has come to seek shelter under the wings of the Shechinah.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The central chiddush of this sugya is that our middos and our very neshama are not formed in a vacuum. The Rambam
teaches us a fundamental rule of human nature: we are deeply and inevitably shaped by our surroundings, our friends, and
the local customs of where we live. This is why the Torah commands us to actively cleave to talmidei chachamim. We cannot
rely on our own strength to remain pure and refined if we are swimming in a cold or coarse environment. We must deliberately
place ourselves in a warm, Torah-true atmosphere where we can absorb the fine character and yiras Shamayim of those

around us.

This reality of influence works in both directions. Just as we absorb the spiritual temperature of our environment, we also
project our own warmth onto others. The Rambam connects this directly to the mitzvah of loving our fellow Jew as ourselves.
True ahavas Yisrael is not just a passive feeling in the heart; it is an active avodah of protecting another person's dignity,
speaking in their praise, and caring for their physical and emotional well-being as if it were our very own. When we treat

others with this level of sensitivity, we create the very holy environment that elevates everyone in it.

Today, take five minutes to look at your immediate environment, your friends, your daily reading, or the media you consume.
Choose one small way to surround yourself with more holiness, whether by setting a fixed time to learn with a friend who

inspires you, or by making a conscious effort to speak only in praise of another Yid today.
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