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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we learn how a Yid must guard his environment and his heart to stay close to Hashem. The Rambam teaches
us that a person is naturally influenced by his friends and neighbors, making it a vital necessity—and indeed a positive mitzvah
—to cleave to talmidei chachamim, marry into their families, and do business with them to learn from their holy ways. If, chas

v'shalom, one's surroundings are wicked, he must flee to the deserts rather than be swept up in their bad middos.

We also delve into the beautiful mitzvos of ahavas Yisrael and loving a ger. The Rambam guides us on how to truly love every
single Jew as ourselves, to protect their dignity and their money, and to avoid the terrible sin of gaining honor through a
friend's degradation.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1 - The Social Influence on Man and the Obligation to Distance Oneself from the Wicked
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The way of creation of man is such that he is naturally wired
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to be drawn in his character traits and in his actions after his friends and his companions,
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and to behave like the custom of the people of his country.
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Therefore, a personneeds to associate with the righteous
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and to sit near the wise constantly,
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in order that he will learn from their deeds.
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And he should distance himself from the wicked who walk in the darkness,
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in order that he will not learn from their deeds.
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It is that which Shlomo says in his wisdomin
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Mishlei 13:20, "He who walks with wise men will become wise, and he who associates with fools will suffer.”
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And it says in Tehillim, "Praiseworthy is the man, etc.” who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked.
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And so, if he was in a country whose customs are evil
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and its people do not walk in a path that is straight,
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he should go to a place whose people are righteous
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and behave in the pathof good ones.
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And if all the countries that he knows them and hears their report were
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behaving in a path thatis not good, like our times,
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or that he is not able to go to a country whose customs are good
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because of the troops of war or because of the illness that prevents him from traveling,
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he should sit by himself alone,
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like the matter that is said in
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Eichah 3:28, "Let him sit alone and be silent.”
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And if they were so evil and sinners
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who do not allow him to dwell in the country
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unless he mingles with them and behaves in their custom which is evil,
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he should go out to the caves and to the thorns and to the deserts,
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and he should notlead himself in the path of sinners,
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like the matter that is said by the Navi in
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Yirmeyahu 9:1, "Who will give me in the desert alodging place of wayfarers” so that I may leave ny people.

Halacha 2 - The Positive Mitzvah to Cleave to Torah Sages and Their Disciples
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Itisa positive commandment to cleave to the Sages and their disciples
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inorder to learn from their good deeds,
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like the matter that is said in the Torah, "and to Him you shall cleave."
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And is it possible fora person to cleave to the Divine Presence, which is a consuming fire?
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Rather, thus said the Sages in the explanation of this mitzvah: "How do you fulfill this?"
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"Cleave to the Sages and their disciples.”
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Therefore,a personneeds to strive that he should marry the daughter of a Torah scholar
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and marry off his daughter to a Torah scholar,
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and to eat and to drink with Torah scholars,
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and to do business for a Torah scholar to help himeam a livelihood,
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and to associate with themin all types of association,
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as it is said, "and to cleave to Him."
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And so commanded the Sages, and they said in Mishnah Avos 1:4:
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"And be attaching yourself to the dust of their feet,
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and drinking with thirst — their words."

Halacha 3 - The Mitzvah to Love Every Jew and Protect Their Honor and Property

Itis a mitzvah upon every man
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to love each and every one of Israel like his own body,
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as it is said in Vayikra 19:18, "And you shall love your neighbor as yourself."
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Therefore, he must speak in his praise
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and to spare his money,
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just as he spares the money of himself
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and desires the honor of himself.
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And one who honors himself through the degradation of his fellow
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has no share in the World to Come.

Halacha 4 - The Mitzvah of Loving a Convert and Its Double Obligation
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Regarding loving the convert who came and entered under the wings of the Shechinah, there are
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two commandments of do, meaning two positive mitzvos.
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One mitzvah is because that he is in the category of neighbors, as he is now a fellow Jew,
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and one additional mitzvah is because that he is a convert,
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and the Torah said, "And you shall love — the convert.”
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Hashemcommanded onloving the convert
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just as He commanded on loving Himself,
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as it is said, "And you shall love — Hashem your God."
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Indeed, the Holy One blessed is He Himself loves converts,
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as it is said, "And He loves a convert."

Halacha S - The Probibition of Hating a Fellow Jew in One's Heart
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Anyone who hates one of Israel in his heart
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transgrcsses a negative commandment,
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as it is said in Vayikra 19:17, "Do not hate your brother in your heart.”
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And we do not administer lashes for this prohibition,
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because there is no action in it.
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And the Torah did not warn except about hatred that is in the heart.
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But one who strikes his fellow or who insults him,
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even though he is not permitted to do so,
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he does not transgress because of "Do not hate.”

Halacha 6 - The Prohibition to Hate in One's Heart and the Mitzvah to Rebuke and Forgive
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When a man sins against another man,
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he shall not hate him and re main silent, harboring resentment in his heart,
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as is said concerning the wicked, in the verse regarding Avshalom:
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"And Avshalom did not speak with Amnon anything, from bad to good, for Avshalom hated Amnon."
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Rather, it is a mitzvah upon him to inform him and to say to him openly:
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"Why did youdo to me thus and thus, and why did you sin against me in such and such a matter?”
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as it is said, "You shall surely admonish your colleague.”
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And if the offender repented and requested of him to forgive him,
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he must forgive himwholeheartedly.
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And the one who forgives should not be cruel by withholding his forgiveness,
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as it is said regarding Avraham Avinu forgiving Avimelech, "And Avraham prayed to God" on his behalf.




Halacha 7 - The Mitzvah of Rebuking a Fellow Jew and the Obligation to Protest Sin
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One who sees his fellow who sinned, or who walked in a path thatisnot good,
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itis a mitzvah to return him to the good
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and to inform him that he sins against himself by his evil deeds,
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as it is said in the Torah in Vayikra 19:17, "You shall surely admonish your colleague.”
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The one who rebukes his fellow,
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whe ther in matters that are between him and him,
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whether in matters that are between him and the Omnipresent,
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needs to rebuke him between him and himself, in private.
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And he shall speak to him gently and in a soft language,
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and he shall inform him that he does not say this to him except for his own benefit,
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to bring him to the life of the World to Come.
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If he accepted it from him, itis good;
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and if not, he should rebuke hima second and third time.
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And so always, a personis obligated to rebuke him,
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until the sinner strikes him and says to him, "I will not listen.”
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And anyone for whomit is possible in his power to protest and he does not protest,
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he is held responsible for the sin of these people,
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since it was possible for him to protest against them.

Halacha 8 - The Probibition of Embarrassing a Fellow Jew and the Manner of Admonishment
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One who admonishes his fellow
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at first, should not speak to him harshly
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until he embarrasses him,
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as it is said, "and you shall not bear a sin because of him."
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So said the Sages:
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Is it possible that you admonish him and his face changes in shame?
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The teaching says, "and you shall not bear a sin because of him."
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From here we learn that it is forbidden for a person to embarrass a Jew,
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and all the more so in public.
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Even though one who embarrasses his fellow is not lashed for it,
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agreatsinitis.
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So said the Sages:
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"One who whitens the face of his fellow in public has no share in the World to Come."
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Therefore,a personneeds to be careful
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not to shame his fellow in public,
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whether a minor or an adult.
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And he should not call himby a name that he is ashamed of,

2297 Wi2 R 927 17327 1200 KDY

and he should not relate before him a matter that he is ashamed of.
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In what words are these said?
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Regarding matters that are between man and his fellow.
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But regarding matters of Heaven,
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if he did not repent in private,
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we embarrass him in public,
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and we publicize his sin,
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and we abuse him to his face,
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and we scorn and curse him,
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until he returns to the good,
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just as did all the prophets in Israel.

Halacha 9- The Measure of Piety in Forgiving in One's Heart Without Admonishment
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One against whom his fellow sinned
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and he did not want to admonish him
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and not to speak to him anything at all about the matter,
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because the sinner was an ignorant simple ton exceedingly, who would not understand or accept the rebuke,
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or because his mind was disturbed and confused,
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and he forgave him in his heart completely,
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and did not hate him
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and did not admonish him,
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behold this is the measure of piety.
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For the Torah did not insist on the obligation to rebuke except upon preventing the hatred that might otherwise fester in

one's heart.

Halacha 10 - The Obligation to Show Extreme Care for Orphans and Widows
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A personis obligated to be careful with the feelings of orphans and widows,
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because their soul is exceedingly low and their spirit is depressed due to their painful loss,
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even though they are possessors of wealth and do not lack financial support.
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Even the widow of a king and his orphans,
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we are warned concerning them to treat them with utmost sensitivity,
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as it is said, "Any widow and orphan you shall not afflict.”
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And how does one behave with them?
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He shall not speak to them except gently,
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and he shall not behave with them except with a custom of honor.
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And he shall not pain their body with hard work, nor their heart with harsh words.
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And he must spare their money more than the money of himself.
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Any who vexes them, or angers them, or caused pain to them, or oppressed them, or lost their money through

negligence,
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behold, this person transgresses a negative commandment,
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and all the more so one who strikes them or one who curses them.
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And as for this prohibition, even though they do not receive lashes for it because it is a prohibition that does not involve a

physical action,
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behold, its punishment is explicit in the Torah: "and My anger will burn, and I will kill you with the sword."
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A covenant He made for them, He who spoke and the world came to be,
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that all the time that they cry out from violence, they are answered immediately,
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as it is said, "for if he surely cries out to Me, I will surely hear his cry."
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In what case are these words said? In a time that he afflicted them for the need of himself.
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But if the teacher afflicted themin order to teach them Torah, or a craft, or to lead them in a straight path,




behold, this is permitted for their own benefit.
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And even so, he shall not behave with them with the custom of any ordinary person,
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but he must make for thema distinction, and guide them with gentleness, and with great mercy and honor,
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as it is said, "for Hashem will plead their cause.”
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This applies equally to an orphan from a father and an orphan froma mother.

And until when are they called orphans for the matter of this law?
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Until they will not be needing an adult person to lean upon him, and to raise them, and to care for them,
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but he will be doing all the needs of himself for himself, like the rest of all the adults.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter outlines the essential halachos of social connection and interpersonal sensitivity. It begins with the obligation to
seck out righteous companions and Torah scholars, even moving cities or secluding oneself in caves if the local environment is
corrupt. The Rambam then transitions to the positive mitzvah of loving every Jew as oneself, which requires us to speak their
praises and cherish their property and honor. Finally, the chapter highlights the special, double obligation to love a convert

who has come to seek shelter under the wings of the Shechinah.
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The central chiddush of this sugya is that our middos and our very neshama are not formed in a vacuum. The Rambam
teaches us a fundamental rule of human nature: we are deeply and inevitably shaped by our surroundings, our friends, and
the local customs of where we live. This is why the Torah commands us to actively cleave to talmidei chachamim. We cannot
rely on our own strength to remain pure and refined if we are swimming in a cold or coarse environment. We must deliberately
place ourselves in a warm, Torah-true atmosphere where we can absorb the fine character and yiras Shamayim of those

around us.

This reality of influence works in both directions. Just as we absorb the spiritual temperature of our environment, we also
project our own warmth onto others. The Rambam connects this directly to the mitzvah of loving our fellow Jew as ourselves.
True ahavas Yisrael is not just a passive feeling in the heart; it is an active avodah of protecting another person's dignity,
speaking in their praise, and caring for their physical and emotional well-being as if it were our very own. When we treat

others with this level of sensitivity, we create the very holy environment that elevates everyone in it.

Today, take five minutes to look at your immediate environment, your friends, your daily reading, or the media you consume.
Choose one small way to surround yourself with more holiness, whether by setting a fixed time to learn with a friend who

inspires you, or by making a conscious effort to speak only in praise of another Yid today.
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