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L CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this chapter, the Rambamguides us through the severe prohibitions of lashon horah (evil speech), rechilus (gossip), and
the destructive traits of taking revenge and bearing a grudge. We learn how careful a Yid must be with his tongue, as Hashem

detests these sins which can destroy lives and tear apart the fabric of our community.

The Rambamalso defines the subtle offshoots of these sins, known as the "dust of lashon horah," showing us how even
seemingly innocent talk, joking, or praising someone in front of their enemies can lead to terrible harm. We are taught the

proper way to purify our hearts and speech to live in harmony with our fellow Jews.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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This halacha establishes the severe biblical probibition of talebearing and its connection to endangering human lives.
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Halacha 2 - The Distinction Between Gossip, Lashon Horah, and Defamation of Character
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This halacha defines and distinguishes between a gossiper, one who speaks lashon horah, and one who spreads a bad name.
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This halacha details the severe spiritual consequences of lashon hara, comparing it to the three cardinal sins and explaining its destructive impact on all

involved.
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This balacha defines the subtle categories of speech known as the dust of lashon horah, including praising someone ro their enemies or speaking in jest.

ng’b W ’JB: "15 J T’-” Sﬁ_tl T Wi? nﬁ_:f“j Halacha S - The Definition of Lashon Horah and the Rule of Disclosure Before Three People

TgoRm P92 NPW N 130 v3m2 ¥ Tiwh3 Mgomm oM

and one who tells in his presence not or hisfellow in the presence of the evil withtongue whospeaks One
IN D12 193n pAIR wON B UON aynwl oN oomniay 0on27
or inhisbody his fellow  to harm man  frommouthof man  theyare heard  if that cause matters

1PN ONY .3 WD o ATomenR IR AR AR aheRy Liainna

were said andif the evil tongue this behold tofrighten him  or him todistress andeven in his money

1377 780 ONY YT IFTD YYD N33 AP a3 vbN o3

the matter told  andif and known the matter isheard already three in the presence of  these matters




NPW NIT) .97 1R DR 92 PR NANN oyR nwhwhn im TN

thatnot and thatis the evil tongue because of init thereisnot another time the three of one
N1 iniPaPY Pipn Tvayde 1R’
more and to reveal it the rumor to spread he intends

This balacha defines lashon horah as any harmful or distressing speech, whetber spoken in the person’s presence or absence, and explains the leniency of a

matter already made public before three people.
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The Rambam warns against living near or socializing with babitual speakers of lashon borab, noting that this sin was the primary cause for the decree

against the generation of the desert.
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Thishalacha definesthe Torah prohibition of taking revenge, illustrating it with the classic example of refusing to lend a tool because of a prior refusal,

and extols the virtue of overlooking personal grievances.
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This balacha definesthe Torah probibition of bearing a grudge (netirah) and explains how it differs from revenge, emphasizing the need to completely

erase resentment fromone’s heart.

{ CHAPTER SUMMARY l




The Rambam begins by defining rechilus and lashon horah, explaining that even speaking the truth about a colleague in a
disparaging way is a severe sin equivalent to the three cardinal sins. He warns us against the "dust of lashon horah”"—which
includes sly remarks, insincere jokes, or praising someone in front of those who dislike him—and forbids us fromliving near or
sitting with those who speak evil. Finally, the Rambam details the prohibitions of taking revenge and bearing a grudge,
explaining thata person must rise above worldly matters, wipe any resentment from his heart, and help his fellow Jew with a

full heart even if he was previously mistreated.
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My dear talmid, when you look closely at this sugya, you see that the Torah is not just warning us against telling lies or
causing physical harm. The Chazal tell us that lashon hara is equivalent to the three worst sins, and that the decree on our
ancestors in the desert was sealed only because of it. Why is this? Because the way we speak and the way we react to others is
the very foundation of our emunah. When a person speaks lashon hara, or when he holds a grudge and says, 'T won'tlend to
you because you didn't lend to me," he is acting as if he is the master of his own world, forgetting that Hashemis in charge of

everything.

The Rambam teaches us that a person of understanding looks at all these petty worldly matters, who lent what, who said
what, who insulted whom, as utter vanity. When someone refuses to help you, or when you feel the urge to share a juicy
piece of gossip, the yetzer hara wants you to believe that this moment is the most important thing in the world. But the true
avodah of'a Yid is to rise above these small feelings, to wipe the slate clean, and to realize that keeping peace and protecting

another Yid's dignity is what truly matters to Hashem.

Today, when someone asks you for a favor, or when you are tempted to remind someone of how they let you down in the
past, do not take revenge and do not bear a grudge. Give with a whole heart, erase the memory of their slight from your mind

entirely, and speak only words that build up your fellow Jew.
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