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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

This chapter continues the Rambam's detailed exposition of the laws of muktzeh on Shabbos, focusing on the status of
various household items, tools, and raw materials. It delineates which items are classified as utensils used for permitted

purposes, which are utensils used for forbidden purposes, and which are completely muktzeh and may not be moved atall.

Specifically, the halachos address the status of weaving implements, brooms, leftover building bricks, and broken shards of
utensils. It also explores the unique leniencies granted for the sake of human dignity (kevod habriyos), such as carrying stones
on Shabbos for personal hygiene, and details the status of worn-out garments and mats.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- Moving the Utensils of a Weaver on Shabbos
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All utensils of the weaver, and his cords, and the reeds of his,
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it is permitted to move them like a utensil whose work is for prohibition, which may be moved for its own space or for its
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use,
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except from the upper beamand the lower beam of the loom,
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because they are not moved, because they are fixed in place.
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And so, the pillars of a weaver, it is forbidden to move them,
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lest he will re pair the holes of theirs in the ground when replacing them.

1790 AINT ’77: N

And the rest of the utensils of the weaver are permitted to be moved.




Halacha 2- The Status of Brooms and Leftover Bricks on Shabbos

YRRT DY 172177290 102 X¥P2) 1720 P niTaon

Brooms of date-palm and the like of them that they sweep with them — the ground,
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behold they are like a utensil whose work is for permission,

since indeed it is permitted to sweep on Shabbos.
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Bricks that remained from the building,

105 NORYRY 25032 107010

behold they are like a utensil whose work is for permission,
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because they are fit to recline upon them,

since people normally smooth them and adjust them for sitting.
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And if he piled themupin a stack,

:PWPY? MON DIPT >

behold he set themaside for building, and it is forbidden to move them.

Halacha 3 - Carrying Broken Shards and Barrel Stoppers on Shabbos
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A small shard of earthenware is permitted to be carried on Shabbos,
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even in the public domain where carrying is generally restricted,

B2 N7 IR PRI

since it is fit for use in a courtyard
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to cover with it the opening of a small utensil, so it still retains the status of a useful vessel.

Regarding the clay stopper of a barrel that was crushed and broken,
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both it and its pieces are permitted to be carried because they are still usable to cover smaller vessels;
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but if he threw it into the garbage dump while it was yet day, before Shabbos, thereby demonstrating that he has completely

discarded it and considers it useless,

VLY MoK

itis forbidden to carry it on Shabbos because it has become muktzeh.
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With regard to a utensil that became shaky and is about to break,

O 3R W N KD

one may not detach fromit a shard on Shabbos
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to cover a vessel with it, or to support a vessel with it, because detaching it constitutes a violation of the melacha of finishing a

vessel or tearing down.

Halacha 4 - Carrying Stones for Cleaning Oneself on Shabbos
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It is permitted to bring into the privy three rounded stones to clean with them on Shabbos, even though they are

otherwise muktzeh, because of the great importance of kavod habriyos (human dignity).
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And how much is their measure? Up to like the fullness of the hand.
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But earth which is close to crumbling, since it might crumble into dust while wiping and violate the melacha of grinding, it is

forbidden to carry it to clean with it.
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And it is permitted to bring up stones to the roof to clean with them if that is where the privy is located.
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If rains descended upon themand they sank in mud, if their mark is still recognizable and they are not completely buried,

itis permitted to carry them.
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Regarding a stone that has upon it filth, since certainly it was designated to clean with, as its status is obvious, it is

permitted to carry it,and evenifitis large.

Halacha 5 - Laws of Wiping on Shabbos with a Pebble, Shard, or Grasses
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If there was before him on Shabbos a pebble and a shard of earthenware to use for wiping himself,
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he should wipe with the pebble rather than the shard, because a shard is sharp and might injure him,
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and if the shard was from the rims of vessels, which are smooth and rounded and will not cause injury,
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he may wipe with the shard because it cleans better than a pebble.
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If there were before hima pebble and grasses,
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if the grasses were soft
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he should wipe with them, as they clean better and do not cause pain,
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and if not, if they are hard and dry,
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he should wipe with the pebble.




Halacha 6 - The Status of Worn-Out Mats, Garments, and Broken Utensils on Shabbos
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The remnants of mats that became worn out,
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behold they are like a utensil whose work is for permission,
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because they are fit to cover with them filth.
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But the remnants of garments that became worn out,
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which do not have in them three by three fingerbreadths,
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it is forbidden to move them,
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for they are not fit neither for the poor nor for the rich.
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The broken pieces of the oven, it is permitted to move them,
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and behold they are like all the utensils whose work is for permission.
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A stove that slipped out one ofits legs,
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it is forbidden to move it lest he will fix it by wedging it back in tightly.

Halacha 7 - The Laws of Moving Ladders and Reeds on Shabbos
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Regarding a ladder of a loft, it is forbidden to move it on Shabbos,
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since there is not upon it the status of a utensil because of its large size and permanent designation.
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And regarding a ladder of a dovecote, it is permitted to tilt it fromone side to another to access the birds.
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But a person may not carry it from one dovecote to another dovecote,
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so that he will not do like the way that he does ona weekday
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and he will come to snare the birds, which is a Torah prohibition.
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Regarding a reed that they harvest with it the olives by beating them,
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if there is upon it the status of a utensil—meaning it was specially fashioned for this purpose—
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behold it is like a utensil whose work is for a forbidden purpose, which may only be moved to use its space or for its own

body's use.
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Regarding a reed that prepared it the master of the house to be opening and locking with it a door,
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if there is the status of a utensil upon it because he made a node or handle on it,

NI INIRDRY 970D K10

behold it is like a utensil whose work is for a permitted purpose, which may be moved freely on Shabbos.

Halacha 8 - Closing an Opening with a Door that Drags on the Ground
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A door that had originally a hinge attached to it,




VR ANY AP RY 0D Py AN

even though there is not to it now a hinge,
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that he prepared it to close with it an opening in a set-aside place such asa storage area,
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and it drags on the ground when they remove it and close with it.
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And so too brambles of thorns that they close with them the breach in a fence.
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And so too a mat that drags on the ground when used to cover an opening.
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At a time that they are tied and hanging on the wall,
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they may close with them and they may lock with them on Shabbos, because they are clearly designated as doors.
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And if not, if they are not tied and hanging, they may not lock with them, as it looks like building.
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And if they were high above the ground, meaning they do not drag on the ground at all, they may lock with them even if

they are not tied and hanging.

Halacha 9 - A Door Made of a Single Board and a Bolt with a Bulb on Shabbos
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Regarding a door that had only one board which they remove fromits place and lock with it by leaning it against the

opening,
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if there was not for it below a base like a doorstep to receive the board,
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which proves upon it that it is a utensil prepared for locking and not just a piece of wood,
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we do not lock with it on Shabbos, because it looks like building.
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And if there is below a doorstep that serves as a base, we lock with it since it is clearly a designated door.
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And likewise, a bolt used to lock a door that has at its head a bulb or knob,
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which proves upon it that it is a utensil prepared for locking
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and is not just a plain beam like other all the beams,
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we lock with it on Shabbos even if it is not tied to the door.

Halacha 10 - The Law of a Bolt Without a Bulb on Shabbos
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Regarding a bolt that there is not at its head a bulb, which would otherwise give it the status of a utensil on its own,
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if it was tied and suspended from the door,
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we may lock with it on Shabbos, since its connection to the door shows it is part of the building.
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And so is the law if it was removed entirely from the door, but its attachment, meaning the rope it is tied with, remains with it,

as it is still clearly designated for this use.
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But if was its attachment fixed to the door,
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and was the bolt slipping out of the loop, completely detached like a regular beam,
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and they place it in the corner when the door is open,
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and return and lock with it at the time that they want,
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behold this is forbidden to lock with it on Shabbos,
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for there is not upon it the status of a utensil since it has no bulb at its head,
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and it is not bound to the door now,
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and there is notinit even a dangling attachment to prove upon it that it is designated for locking, making it look like one is
building on Shabbos.

Halacha 11 - The Probibition of Moving a Sectional Candelabrum on Shabbos
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A candelabrum of sections that can be taken apart and reassembled,
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whether itislarge or whe ther it is small,
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we do not move it on Shabbos,
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lest it fall apart and one will reassemble it on Shabbos, which violates the prohibition of building.
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If there were in it grooves and joints but it is actually made of one solid piece,
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and it appears like one of sections,
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if it was large, such that it is carried with two hands,
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itis forbidden to move it because of its weight, as people might assume it is a real sectional candelabrumand was left unmoved

because of its size.
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Butif it was smaller than this, so that it can be carried with one hand,
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itis permitted to move it.

Halacha 12 - Carrying a Shoe from a Block, Presses, Wool Shears, and Raw Hides on Shabbos
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Regarding a shoe that is on top of the shoemaker's block, which is used to shape the shoe during its manufacture,
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we may slip it off the block on Shabbos to wear it, as the shoe is already fit for use.
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Regarding a press of home owners, which is a simple press used to flatten and smooth garments at home,
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we may loosen it on Shabbos to take out the clothes, but we may not press garments with it, as this is a weekday activity.

12y X% 1°0312 Py

And regarding a professional press of launderers, one may not even touch it on Shabbos,
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because it is a delicate professional tool that is muktzah due to the risk of monetary loss, as the owner is careful not to use it for

any other purpose.
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And so, shears of wool, meaning raw shorn wool that is set aside for manufacturing, we do not carry them on Shabbos,
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because the owner is particular about them and does not want themto get dirty, making them muktzah.




1790 WORYNY 1707 BN 12°87

Therefore, if he designated them for a specific use, such as for sitting on them, they are permitted to be handled.
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And raw hides, it is permitted to carry them on Shabbos to sit on them,
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whether they were of a householder or of a craftsman,
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because the owner is not particular about them, assitting on themdoes not damage them.

Halacha 13- Handling Repulsive Items and a Chamber Pot on Shabbos
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Any filthy thing
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such as feces, and vomit, and excre ment, and the like of them,
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if they were ina courtyard that people dwell in,

XD21 1°27 N TRwK’ INEin? 10

itis permitted to remove themto a dung heap or to a house of the chair (an outhouse),
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and this is that which is called a chamber pot of feces (a vessel of filth which may be moved because of human dignity).
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And if they were in another courtyard where people do notsit,
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we overturn a utensil over them
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in order that the child will not go out and become soiled by them.
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Spittle that is on the ground,
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one may step on it according to his simplicity and go on without showing that he is intentionally wiping it away.
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We may carry a warming pan because of its ash,
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even though there are upon it splinters of wood which are muktzeh,
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because it is like a chamber pot of feces since itisin a place where it causes distress.
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And we do not make a chamber pot of feces at the outset on Shabbos by intentionally bringing filth into one's presence just

to have permission to remove it.
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But if it was made by itself,
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orif he transgressed and made it,
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we may remove it because of human dignity.

Halacha 14 - The Laws of Muktzeh Regarding Foods, Amulets, and Leftover Lamp Otl
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Oil that goes out from under the beam of the house of the press on Shabbos, which was squeezed out by the heavy beam

on its own,
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and likewise dates and almonds that are prepared for merchandise, even though they were set aside for sale and not for

eating,
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it is permitted to eat them on Shabbos, and they are not considered muktzeh.
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And evenastorehouse of grain or grain piled up that was set aside,
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one may begin to take from it on Shabbos for his needs,
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for there is not any food that is muktzeh on Shabbos at all,
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rather everything is considered prepared for Shabbos, and a person does not truly remove his mind fromeating it,
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except fromdried figs and raisins that are in the drying place,
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at the time that they dry them,
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since they become repulsive in the meantime and they are not fit for eating during the drying process,
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behold theyare forbidden on Shabbos because of muktzeh, as he completely removed his mind from them.
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A barrel of wine that became uncovered, which we fear might contain snake venom, and a watermelon that broke and

became ruined,
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even though they are not fit for eating due to the danger or spoilage,
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one may take them and place themin a place hidden so that others or animals do not get hurt by them.
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Similar to it, an amulet that is not proven to be effective,
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even though we do not go out with it into the public domain on Shabbos,
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we may move it within the house, as it is still considered a vessel.
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The remainder of the oil that is in the lamp and that is in the bowl
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that they kindled with them on that Shabbos,
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itis forbidden to take from it on that Shabbos even after the flame went out,
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because it is muktzeh due to prohibition, since it was set aside for the mitzvah of the Shabbos light at twilight.

Halacha 15 - Emptying a Storehouse on Shabbos for the Purpose of a Mitzvah
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Regarding a storehouse of grain or of jugs of wine,
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even though it is permitted to take from it for Shabbos needs,
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itis forbidden to begin on it to empty it out entirely, because of the unnecessary exertion on Shabbos,
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unless for a matter of a mitzvah,
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such as that he emptied it for bringing in guests who need a place to sit,
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or to establish init a house of study for learning Torah.
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And how do they empty it so thatitis not done in a weekday manner?
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Every one and one of the people helping fills four or five baskets,
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and they may repeat this until they finish the needed clearing.

13IX2Y 13 ILIN DY INTYRIR 1729° XY

And they may not sweep its floor of the storehouse, as we explained that sweeping an unpaved floor is forbidden

mid'Rabbanan,
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but he enters and exits it normally,
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and makes a path with his feet in his entering and in his exiting by treading down the debris.

L[R2 H;’? | Halacha 16 - Carrying Animal Food and Raw Meat on Shabbos
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Any item that is fit for food of a domestic animal, or a wild beast, or a bird that are common in that area,
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we may carry it on Shabbos because it is not muktzeh.

S13%2

Howso?

W2 O Ny T RYRLR

We may carry the dry lupine
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because that itis food for goats,
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but not the moist lupine, which is too bitter for themto eat.
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We may carry the squill
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because that it is food for deer, which wealthy people would raise in their gardens.
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We may carry the mustard stalks




because that it is food for doves.

We may carry the bones

because that they are food for dogs.

And so, all the shells and the seeds that are fit for food of an animal,

we may carry them.

And those that are not fit for animal food,

one eats the food and throws them behind him as he eats,

and it is forbidden to carry them on their own.

We may carry spoiled meat

because thatitis food for a carnivorous wild beast.

And we may carry raw meat,

whether unsalted, whether salted,

because that it is fit for a human to eat raw.
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And so too, we may carry salted fish.
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But the unsalted raw fish is forbidden to carry it because it is not fit to be eaten raw by humans, nor is it fed to animals.

Halacha 17 - Carrying Food of Uncommon Animals on Shabbos
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We do not carry shards of glass on Shabbos, as they are muktzeh,
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even though they are food for ostriches.
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And we may not carry bundles of vine-shoots,
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even though they are food for elephants.
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And we may not carry the luf-plant (a raw, inedible plant),
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even though they are food for ravens.

172 YD1 IPN PNY "1En

This is because these and similar to them are not
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commonly found among most people, so they cannot be considered designated for animal food.

Halacha 18 - Carrying Bundles of Straw and Animal Fodder on Shabbos
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Bundles of straw and bundles of twigs,
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if he prepared them for food of an animal before Shabbos,
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one may carry them on Shabbos, as they are fit for use;
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and if not, if they were not designated for animal food but left for fuel,
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one may not carry them because they are mukezeh.
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Regarding bundles of savory, madder, and hyssop, and thyme:
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if he brought them in for wood to burmn,
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one may not use from them on Shabbos for animal food, as they are muktzeh.
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But if he brought themin for food of an animal,
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one may use from them on Shabbos.
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And so too with mint,
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and so too with rue,
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and so too with other kinds of spices—their status depends entirely on what they were designated for before Shabbos.

Halacha 19 - Laws of Moving Animal Food and Repulsive Objects on Shabbos
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We do not rake leftover food frombefore the fattened ox, which is fed abundantly and leaves over food,
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whether in a trough of a utensil, which isa vessel, orina trough of ground.
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And we do not move the food to the sides because of the dung that s there,
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asa Rabbinic decree lest he will level grooves in the ground while clearing it.
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‘We may take leftover food from before the donkey and place it before the ox, because an ox will eat it.
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But we do not take food frombefore the oxand place itbefore the donkey,
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because the food that is before the oxis soiled with its spittle,
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and therefore is not fit for food of another animal, making it muktzeh.
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And so leaves whose smell is bad and are repulsive,
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and the animal does not eat them, it is forbidden to carry them on Shabbos.
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Therefore, a hanger of fish, which smells bad and is repulsive, is forbidden to carry it,
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but a hanger of meat is permitted to be carried.
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And so is the law for all similar to this.

Halacha 20 - Caring for a Corpse on Shabbos to Prevent Decomposition
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Even though it is forbidden to carry or move the corpse on Shabbos because of the laws of muktzeh,
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we may anoint him with oil and we may wash him with water to honor the deceased,

20K 929010 KW 720

provided that they do not move a limb in him while doing so, as moving a limb of a corpse is forbidden.
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And we may slip out the pillow from underneath him
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in order that he will be lying on the cold sand or ground,
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for the sake that he will endure and not decompose and smell before the funeral.
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And we may bring a cooling utensil or a me tal utensil
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and we may place it on his belly in order that he will not swell from the heat.

L1772 0120 xbw 1°2P1 X PRI

And we may stop up his orifices so that the air will not enter into them and cause bloating.
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And we may tie the jaw of the deceased,
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not so that it will rise and close if it is already open, but so that it will not open further than it already is.
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But we may not close his eyes on Shabbos, as this is a preparation for the weekday that is forbidden on Shabbos.

Halacha 21 - Moving a Corpse on Shabbos Due to Sun or Fire

Regarding a corpse that is lying in the sun, which is a disgrace to the deceased and may cause it to decompose,
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one places uponitaloaf of bread ora babyand moves it to a shaded area, so that he is moving the muktzeh corpse only

backhandedly as a secondary itemto the permitted bread or baby.
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And likewise, if a fire fell outin a courtyard that has init a corpse,
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one places uponitaloaf of bread ora babyand moves it out of the path of the fire.

P37 N91799 DY 1N DN

And if there is not there a loaf of bread and not a baby to use for this purpose,
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we rescue it from the fire in any case, even by moving the corpse directly,
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lest he will come to extinguish the fire on Shabbos, which is a Torah prohibition,
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because he is distraught over his dead relative, anxious that it should not be burned, and if we do not permit him to move

the body, his distress will drive him to put out the fire.
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However, they did not permit to move a muktzeh itemwith a loaf of bread or a baby
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except foracorpse alone,
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because a person is distraught over his dead, and the Sages had to make this special allowance to prevent him from violating

worse prohibitions.

Halacha 22 - Saving a Corpse from the Sun on Shabbos by Indirectly Creating a Partition

If the corpse was lying in the sun on Shabbos, and there is a concern that it will become bloated or ruined,
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and there is not for thema place to move him to the shade,
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or that they did not want to move him from his place because of some other difficulty,
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two people come and they sit from two of his sides to shade himwith their bodies.
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Ifitis hot for them from below because of the burning ground,
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this one brings his bed and sits on it

b EL AR IR E R

and this one brings his bed and sits onit, which is permitted because they are doing so for their own comfort.
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Ifit is hot for them from above because of the beating sun,
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this one brings a mat and spreads it over his own back
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and this one brings a mat and spreads it over his own back to shade himself.
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Then, this one uprights his bed and slips away and goes for himself
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and this one uprights his bed and slips away and goes for himself, leaving the mats behind,
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and it is found that a partition is made on its own, which is permitted on Shabbos since they did not intend to build a tent.

Forbehold, the mat of this one and the mat of this one, their tops are close, this one to this one, forming a roof over the

corpse,
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and the two of their edges are on the ground from two sides of the corpse, thereby shading it from the sun.




Halacha 23 - Carrying Out a Decomposing Corpse on Shabbos for Human Dignity
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Regarding a corpse that became smelly in a house on Shabbos,
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and it is found to be disgraced among the living by being left there,
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and they, the living, are disgraced from it because of the terrible odor,
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it is permitted to carry it out to a carmelit, even though carrying into a carmelit is normally forbidden mid'Rabbanan.
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For great is the honor of the creatures,
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that it pushes aside even a negative commandment that is in the Torah,
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which is the prohibition in Devarim 17:11, "do not deviate from the word which they tell you right and left", which is the

Torah source empowering the Sages to make decrees; thus, human dignity overrides this Rabbinic prohibition.
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And if there was for them, the residents, another place to go out to and avoid the smell,
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we do not carry out it,
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rather we leave itinits place
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and go out they to the other place.

CHAPTER SUMMARY
The chapter begins by classifying weaving tools, permitting the movement of most utensils while forbidding the loom's beams
and pillars. It defines brooms and leftover bricks as utensils for permitted purposes, provided the bricks were not set aside for

building. Shards of broken vessels remain permissible to carry if they can still serve a function, such as covering a jar, whereas




raw stones are muktzeh unless designated. For personal hygiene, the Sages permitted carrying stones of a certain size, even up
to a roof, prioritizing stones over shards or grass depending on their texture. Finally, the Rambam rules that while tattered
mats remain usable to cover filth, remnants of clothing smaller than three by three thumbbreadths lose their status as utensils

and become muktzeh.

.'HZN?:? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

Look at the broken pieces of your life, the plans that shattered, or the resources that seemdepleted. Do not throw themaway
in despair. Ask Hashem to show you how they can still be used for a holy purpose. Today, when something does not go as
planned, instead of giving up, find one small, creative way to use that very situation to bring peace, joy, or service to your

home.
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