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L CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this chapter, we begin our journey into Hilchos Talmud Torah, learning about the fundamental obligation of teaching and
studying the Torah. We will explore who is obligated in this great mitzvah, focusing on the exemption of women, slaves, and

minors, while highlighting a father's sacred duty to teach his young son the words of the living Torah.

We will also see how this beautiful chain of transmission extends beyond one's immediate children. The Rambam guides us
through the obligation of teaching one's grandchildren and, indeed, teaching any student who wishes to learn, establishing

the proper order of precedence and the father's responsibility to hire a teacher for his son.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

§12 NN TRPY 28T 21°M) 0772y DY) D

Halacha 1- Exemption of Women and Slaves and the Father's Obligation to Teach His Son
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is obligated his father a minor  but Torah fromstudy of  are exempt and minors  and slaves  Women
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tospeak yoursons  — them Andyoushallteach 19 11 Devarim  asitis said Torah  toteach him
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isobligated tolearn  whois obligated foranyone herson = — toteach isobligated the woman andnot in them
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to teach

This balacha establishes who isexempt from Torah study and who bearsthe responsibility of teaching a young boy.
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his son the son of — toteach isobligated  he so hisson — toteach aman thatisobligated Justas
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hisson And not yoursons and to the sonsof toyoursons  And you shall make 9 4 Devarim  asitissaid
them known
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to teach of Israel and wise man wise man every upon itisa mitzvah rather alone  hisson and the son of
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7 6 Devarim  asitissaid hissons thatthey are not though -  even the students all —
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your students  these are yoursons theylearned the tradition From the mouth of to your sons And you shall teach

them sharply
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Ji2 o120 Byy i1z By muxs % 1D oX ."ooNeaIn
his son  the son of and concerning hisson concerning washe commanded — why S0 If the prophets

SlnP=1o B =L B F f- N ~C IS F f- S =L IS F - I = L £

his fellow  before the son of hisson and the son of his son before the son of hisson To give precedence to

This balacha establishes that the obligation of teaching Torah extendsto grandchildren and students, while defining the order of precedence among

them.
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Halacha 3 - The Obligation to Hire a Teacher for One's Son and the Precedence of Study over Action
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his fellow the son of toteach obligated and he isnot toteachhim forhisson a teacher tohire  And one is obligated
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when he understands  himself — — toteach isobligated hisfather teachhim whodid not One  for free except
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you Andso toperformthem andyoushallsafeguard them Andyoushallstudy 1 5  Devarim  asitissaid
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to leads study because action precedes that study place  inevery find
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Thishalacha establishesthe financial obligation of a father to hire a Torah teacher for bisson, the duty of self-instruction in adulthood, and the

principle that Torah study takes precedence over action because studly leadls to proper action.
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takes priority ~ he Torah toteach ason tohim and thereis Torah to study wants he If
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for just as he should neglect  not takes priority thathisson though - and even takes priority his son
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himself toteach iscommanded  he so hisson — toteach isupon him thata mitzvah

This halacha delineates when a father'sown Torah study takes precedence over hisobligation to teach hisson, and vice versa.
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first a wife he marries  forif awife marry that andafter Torah aperson shouldstudy — Always
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Torah study that and after he should marry isfree his heart

This halacha establishes that one should first study Torah and then marry, unless bis physical desives prevent him from concentrating on his studies.
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D°927 TRPR 9217 Pomnown .min TRPD 20m v nRoNn

Devarim  he teacheshim tospeak From when he begins Torah to teach him obligated is his father =~ From when
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that And after Yisrael Shema 4 6 Devarim and  Moshe us commanded Torah 4 33
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seven asonof or six  ason of he is until by verses verses by little  little  he teaches him
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the children a teacher of to and he brings him his health according to everything

This halacha outlinesthe progression of a child’s Torah study, starting from basic verses when he begins to speak, until be isenrolled with a teacher at age

Six or seven.
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Halacha 7 - Permissibility of Payment for Teaching Written Torah and Probibition for Oral Torah
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his payment to him one gives payment the children a teacher of totake the province the customof  If
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Aplace allofit thatisin writing Torah  he canread wuntl with payment toteachhim and he is obligated
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but  withpayment toteach itispermitted with payment thatisin writing  Torah toteach  where they accustomed
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Behold S 4 Devarim  asitissaid withpayment toteachit itisforbidden mouth thatisby Torah
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for free I Justas etc. Hashem commanded me as and ordinances statutes you I have taught
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This balacha outlines when a teacher may receive payment for teaching Torah and the source for the probibition of charging for the Oral Law.
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and night day it and you shall 8 1 Yehoshua asitissaid and by night by day

contemplate

This halacha establishes that no personal circumstance, whether poverty, illness, age, or family responsibility, exemptsa man from the daily obligation

of Torah studly.
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water drawersof and among them  wood  choppersof among them were Yisrael Sagesof The great
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from the mouth of man  fromthe mouthof man the tradition  the transmitters of are among and they and by night
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our teacher Moshe

This halacha highlights how the greatest Sages of Yisracl, despite extreme poverty or physical limitations, dedicated themselves to Torah study day and

night.
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andlest 9 4 Devarim  asitissaid hisdeath the day of untl Torah tostudy is obligated when Until
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fromyour heart they depart

1193 NI

forgets he

withstudy he occupies himself thatnot the time andall yourlife  the daysof all

This halacha establishesthat Torab study isa lifelong obligation that never ceases, and warnsthat ceasing to study leads to forgetting.
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that is in writing in the Torah one third his study the time of —  todivide into three And is obligated

amatter the end of and conceptualize he shall understand and one third mouth thatisby in the Torah and one third

iR PIN IFTY IT MTY MR T NOIPY U
the principles and understand toa matter a matter and compare froma matter a matter and derive from its beginning

IO NTRT WY NI T YT TY W3 DY MIAY

and how  the principles the essence of is how he knows until by them isexpounded that the Torah
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tothem and similar and the permitted the forbidden he shall derive
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Gemara is called it this and the subjectof  the tradition

from the mouth of that he learned from matters

The Rambam outlines the obligation for a person to divide their daily Torah study into three equal parts: Written Torah, Oral Torah, and Gemara.
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in the day hours three with his work  occupying himself and he was a craft a master of  was How
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and in the Torah

and in three thatis in writing in the Torah of them  in three he reads nine those nine
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a concept tounderstand with his intellect he meditates others and in three the mouth thatison in the Torah
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they are thatisin writing ~ Torah  in the category of prophetic tradition and the words of froma concept
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Pardes  thatare called and the matters the mouth thatison Torah  in the category of and their explanation
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in his heart that there is the breadth accordingto  alone tothe Gemara hisdays all and he should turn ~ Torah

ARYT WM

his mind ~ and the settling of

The Rambam explains how a working person should divide bis daily study hours, and how an advanced scholar should eventually focus primarily on

Gemara.
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Halacha 13 - Torab Study for Women and the Distinction Between the Written and Oral Law
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is not todoit upon it commanded thathe isnot a matter who performs and anyone commanded she was not
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— teaches whoever  the Sages said their mind the poverty of according to nonsense towordsof  Torah
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thatisby regarding Torah are said words in what  foolishness  he taught her  isasif Torah  his daughter
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This halacha outlinesthe reward a woman receives for studying Torah voluntarily and explainsthe Rabbinic restriction against teaching daughters
the Oral Law.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by clarifying that while women, slaves, and minors are exempt from the formal obligation of Torah study, a
father is strictly commanded to teach his young son. This duty of transmission is so great that it extends to one's grandchildren
and even to other students, who are cherished like sons. Finally, the halachah establishes that a father must go so far as to hire
a teacher for his son to ensure he receives a proper Torah education, prioritizing his own descendants over others in this holy

task.

IWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

No matter how busy or overwhelmed you are with the demands of life, Hashem wants your connection to His Torah to be a
permanent, daily reality. The Rambam makes it clear that every single Yid, whether rich or poor, healthy or suffering, a young
bachur or an elderly man whose strength has faded, is absolutely obligated to establish a set time for Torah study by day and
by night. There are no excuses. Even the greatest of our sages, the holy giants who transmitted the Torah down through the
generations, were sometimes simple woodcutters and water-drawers who worked hard for their parnassah, yet they neverleta

day pass without their learning.

This is not just a duty; it is your life force. The Torah warns us that the moment a person stops engaging in study, he begins to
forget. Torah is not a subject you finish and put away on a shelf; it is an ongoing, lifelong avodah that must continue until
your very last day on this earth. When you set a fixed time for learning, you are anchoring your neshama to its source,

ensuring that your daily actions are guided by the light of ratzon Hashem.

Today, make an unshakeable commitment to your daily learning. No matter what comes up, set aside at least fifteen minutes

tonight and fifteen minutes tomorrow morning to learn Torah, treating this appointment as completely non-negotiable.
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