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C HA P T E R  P R E V IE W

In this chapter, we begin our journey into Hilchos Talmud Torah, learning about the fundamental obligation of teaching and

studying the Torah. We will explore who is obligated in this great mitzvah, focusing on the exemption of women, slaves, and

minors, while highlighting a father's sacred duty to teach his young son the words of the living Torah.

We will also see how this beautiful chain of transmission extends beyond one's immediate children. The Rambam guides us

through the obligation of teaching one's grandchildren and, indeed, teaching any student who wishes to learn, establishing

the proper order of precedence and the father's responsibility to hire a teacher for his son.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

כָה א לָ הֲ Halacha 1 · Exemption of Women and Slaves and the Father's Obligation to Teach His Son

ים נִּ טַ ים וּקְ דִ עֲבָ ים וַ שִׁ נָ

Women, and Canaanite s laves , and minors

ה. וֹרָ מוּד תּ לְ תַּ  ים מִ טוּרִ פְּ

are  exempt from the mitzvah of study of Torah.

ן טָ ל קָ אֲבָ

But regarding a minor boy,

ה וֹרָ דוֹ תּ מְּ לַ יָּב לְ  יו חַ בִ אָ

his  father is  oblig ated to teach him Torah,

בָּם". בֵּר   דַ יכֶם לְ נֵ ת בְּ ם אֶ ם אֹתָ תֶּ  דְ מַּ  לִ ר דברים יא יט "וְ מַ נֶּאֱ  שֶׁ

as  it is  said in the Torah in Devarim 11:19, "And you shall teach them to your sons, to speak in them."

. נָהּ ת בְּ ד אֶ מֵּ  לַ יֶּבֶת לְ  ה חַ שָּׁ   אִ ין הָ אֵ וְ

And the  woman is  not oblig ated to teach her son,

ד: מֵּ  לַ יָּב לְ  מֹד חַ לְ יָּב לִ  חַ ל הַ כָּ  שֶׁ

for anyone  who is  oblig ated to learn himself is  oblig ated to teach others, and since a woman is not commanded to study, she

is not commanded to teach.



כָה ב לָ הֲ Halacha 2 · The Obligation to Teach One's Son Grandson and All Students

נוֹ ת בְּ ד אֶ מֵּ  לַ ם לְ דָ יָּב אָ  חַ שֶׁ ם  שֵׁ  כְּ

Just as  a man is  oblig ated to teach his  son Torah,

נוֹ ן בְּ בֶּ ת  ד אֶ מֵּ  לַ יָּב לְ  ךְ הוּא חַ כָּ

so is  he  oblig ated to teach his  son's  son,

יךָ". נֶ י בָ נֵ בְ לִ יךָ וְ נֶ בָ ם לְ תָּ  עְ דַ הוֹ ר דברים ד ט "וְ מַ נֶּאֱ  שֶׁ

as  it is  said in the pasuk, "And you shall make  them known to your sons  and to your sons ' sons."

ד בַ לְ נוֹ בִּ ן בְּ נוֹ וּבֶ לֹא בְּ וְ

And this obligation does not apply to his  son and his  son's  son alone ;

ל אֵ רָ שְׂ יִּ כָם מִ חָ כָם וְ ל חָ כָּ ל  וָה עַ צְ לָּא מִ  אֶ

rather, it is  a mitzvah upon every wise  man of Israe l

יו. נָ בָּ ינָן  אֵ שֶׁ י  פִּ ל  ף עַ ים אַ ידִ מִ לְ תַּ  ל הַ כָּ ת  ד אֶ מֵּ  לַ לְ

to teach all students , even thoug h they are  not his  biological sons,

יךָ" נֶ בָ ם לְ תָּ נַּנְ  שִׁ  ר דברים ו ז "וְ מַ נֶּאֱ  שֶׁ

as  it is  said, "And you shall teach them sharply to your sons."

דוּ מְ ה לָ מוּעָ שְּׁ   י הַ פִּ  מִ

From the  mouth of the  tradition the Sages learned that

יךָ ידֶ מִ לְ תַּ וּ  לּ יךָ" אֵ נֶ בָּ "

"your sons" in this context refers  to your students ,

ים נִ בָּ ין  יִ רוּ ים קְ ידִ מִ לְ תַּ  הַ שֶׁ

for students  are  called "sons,"

ים". יאִ נְּבִ י הַ נֵ אוּ בְ יֵּצְ  ר מלכים ב ב ג "וַ מַ נֶּאֱ  שֶׁ

as  it is  said, "And the  sons  of the  prophets  went out"—meaning the disciples of the prophets.

. נוֹ ן בְּ בֶּ ל  עַ נוֹ וְ ל בְּ וָּה עַ טַ צְ ה נִ מָּ  ן לָ כֵּ ם  אִ

If so, why was  he  specifically commanded concerning  his  son and concerning  his  son's  son?

נוֹ ן בְּ בֶ נוֹ לְ ים בְּ דִּ קְ הַ לְ

To g ive  precedence  to his  son before  his  son's  son,



: ן חֲבֵרוֹ בֶ נוֹ לְ ן בְּ וּבֶ

and to give precedence to his  son's  son before  the  son of his  fe llow student.

כָה ג לָ הֲ Halacha 3 · The Obligation to Hire a Teacher for One's Son and the Precedence of Study over Action

. דוֹ מְּ לַ נוֹ לְ בְ ד לִ מֵּ  לַ כֹּר מְ  שְׂ יָּב לִ  חַ וְ

And a father is  oblig ated to hire  a teacher for his  son to teach him Torah.

נָּם.  חִ לָּא בְּ  ן חֲבֵרוֹ אֶ בֶּ ד  מֵּ  לַ יָּב לְ  ינוֹ חַ אֵ וְ

But he  is  not oblig ated to teach the  son of his  fe llow except for free ,  as a mitzvah, but he does not have to pay for a

teacher for another person's child.

יו בִ דוֹ אָ מְּ לֹּא לִ  שֶׁ י  מִ

One whose  father did not teach him Torah when he was young,

יר כִּ יַּ  שֶׁ  כְּ מוֹ  צְ ת עַ ד אֶ מֵּ  לַ יָּב לְ  חַ

is  oblig ated to teach himse lf when he  understands  and gains intellectual maturity,

ם". שֹׂתָ  עֲ ם לַ תֶּ  רְ מַ שְׁ ם וּ ם אֹתָ תֶּ  דְ מַ לְ ר דברים ה א "וּ מַ נֶּאֱ  שֶׁ

as  it is  said in the Torah (Devarim 5:1): "And you shall study them, and you shall safeg uard to perform them."

ה שֶׂ עֲ מַּ  ם לַ דֵ מוּד קוֹ לְ תַּ  הַ שֶׁ קוֹם  ל מָ כָ צֵא בְּ ה מוֹ תָּ  ן אַ כֵ וְ

And so you find in every place  in the words of Chazal that study precedes  action in importance and priority,

ה שֶׂ עֲ י מַ ידֵ יא לִ בִ מוּד מֵ לְ תַּ  הַ שֶׁ י  נֵ פְּ  מִ

because  study leads  to action,  as one cannot perform the mitzvos properly without knowing how,

מוּד: לְ תַּ י  ידֵ יא לִ בִ ה מֵ שֶׂ עֲ מַּ  ין הַ אֵ וְ

and action does  not lead to study.

כָה ד לָ הֲ Halacha 4 · Priority in Torah Study Between a Father and His Son

ה וֹרָ מֹד תּ לְ צֶה לִ יָה הוּא רוֹ הָ

If he  wants  to study Torah himself,

ה וֹרָ מֹד תּ לְ ן לִ בֵּ יֵשׁ לוֹ  וְ

and there  is  to him a son who also needs to study Torah,

. נוֹ בְ ם לִ דֵ הוּא קוֹ



he  takes  priority over his  son,  and he should study first.

יל כִּ  שְׂ ן וּמַ נוֹ נָבוֹ יָה בְּ ם הָ אִ וְ

And if his  son was  understanding  and wise ,

וּ נּ מֶּ  ר מִ מֹד יוֹתֵ לְ יִּ שֶּׁ  ה  ין מַ בִ הָ לְ

with the capacity to comprehend what he  will study more  than him,

ם. דֵ נוֹ קוֹ בְּ

his  son takes  priority,  and the father must support the son's learning first.

ם דֵ נוֹ קוֹ בְּ שֶׁ י  פִּ ל  ף עַ אַ וְ

And even thoug h his  son takes  priority,

ל הוּא. טֵ בָּ לֹא יִ

he  should not neg lect his own learning entirely.

נוֹ ת בְּ ד אֶ מֵּ  לַ יו לְ לָ וָה עָ צְ מִּ שֶׁ ם  שֵׁ  כְּ  שֶׁ

For just as  a mitzvah is  upon him to teach his  son,

: מוֹ צְ ד עַ מֵּ  לַ וֶּה לְ צֻ ךְ הוּא מְ כָּ

so he  is  commanded to teach himse lf.

כָה ה לָ הֲ Halacha 5 · The Precedence of Torah Study Over Marriage

ה וֹרָ ם תּ דָ מֹד אָ לְ לָם יִ עוֹ לְ

Always should study a person Torah

ה שָּׁ   א אִ שָּׂ  ךְ יִ כָּ ר  חַ אַ וְ

and after that marry a wife ,

לָּה  חִ ה תְּ שָּׁ   א אִ ם נָשָׂ אִ שֶׁ

for if he  marrie s  a wife  first,

מֹד. לְ יָה לִ נוּ פְּ וֹ  תּ עְ ין דַּ אֵ

not is  his  mind free  to study because of the burden of earning a livelihood.

יו לָ בֵּר עָ גַּ תְ רוֹ מִ צְ יָה יִ ם הָ אִ וְ

And if was  his  evil inclination overcoming  him



י נוּ פָּ וֹ  בּ ין לִ אֵ שֶׁ צָא  מְ נִּ שֶׁ ד  עַ

until it is  found that not is  his  heart free  to concentrate on his learning due to his thoughts,

ה: וֹרָ מֹד תּ לְ ךְ יִ כָּ ר  חַ אַ א וְ שָּׂ  יִ

he  should marry and after that study Torah in purity.

כָה ו לָ הֲ Halacha 6 · The Age at Which a Father Must Begin Teaching His Son Torah

ה. וֹרָ דוֹ תּ מְּ לַ יָּב לְ  יו חַ בִ י אָ תַ ימָ אֵ מֵ

From when is  his  father oblig ated to teach him Torah?

בֵּר  דַ יל לְ חִ יַּתְ  שֶּׁ   מִ

From when he  beg ins  to speak,

ה" שֶׁ נוּ מ וָּה לָ ה צִ וֹרָ דוֹ "תּ מְּ לַ מְ

he  teaches  him the verse, "Torah commanded us  Moshe ,"

ל", אֵ רָ שְׂ ע יִ מַ שְׁ וּ "

and the verse, "Shema Yisrae l,"

ים סוּקִ פְּ ים  סוּקִ פְּ ט  עַ ט מְ עַ דוֹ מְ מְּ לַ ךְ מְ כָּ ר  חַ אַ וְ

and after that he  teaches  him little  by little , verse s  by verses ,

ע בַ שֶׁ ן  בֶּ שׁ אוֹ  שֵׁ ן  בֶּ יֶה  יִּהְ שֶׁ ד  עַ

until he  is  a son of s ix or a son of seven years old,

. יוֹ בֻּרְ י  פִ ל לְ כּ הַ

everything  according  to his  health and physical strength.

ינוֹקוֹת: תִּ ד הַ מֵּ  לַ ל מְ צֶ יכוֹ אֵ לִ וּמוֹ

And then he  bring s  him to a teacher of the  children for structured learning.

כָה ז לָ הֲ Halacha 7 · Permissibility of Payment for Teaching Written Torah and Prohibition for Oral Torah

כָר ינוֹקוֹת שָׂ תִּ ד הַ מֵּ  לַ ח מְ קַּ ינָה לִ דִ מְּ ג הַ נְהַ יָה מִ הָ

If the  custom of the  province  was  for a teacher of the  children to take  payment,

. כָרוֹ ן לוֹ שְׂ נוֹתֵ



the father g ives  to him his  payment,

. לָּהּ  כֻּ ב  תָ כְ בִּ שֶׁ ה  וֹרָ א תּ רָ קְ יִּ שֶׁ ד  כָר עַ שָׂ דוֹ בְּ מְּ לַ יָּב לְ  חַ וְ

and the father is  oblig ated to teach him,  even with payment, until he  can read the  Written Torah in its  entirety.

כָר שָׂ ב בְּ תָ כְ בִּ שֶׁ ה  וֹרָ ד תּ מֵּ  לַ נָּהֲגוּ לְ  שֶׁ קוֹם  מָ

In a place  where  they accustomed to teach the  Written Torah with payment,

כָר. שָׂ ד בְּ מֵּ  לַ ר לְ תָּ  מֻ

it is  permitted to teach it with payment.

כָר שָׂ הּ בְּ דָ מְּ לַ סוּר לְ פֶּה אָ ל  עַ בְּ שֶׁ ה  וֹרָ ל תּ אֲבָ

But as for the Oral Torah, it is  forbidden to teach it with payment,

' גוֹ י ה'" וְ נִ וַּ ר צִ שֶׁ  אֲ כַּ ים  טִ פָּ  שְׁ  ים וּמִ קִּ כֶם חֻ תְ י אֶ תִּ דְ מַּ  ה לִ אֵ ר "רְ מַ נֶּאֱ  שֶׁ

as  it is  said in the pasuk, "Behold, I have  taug ht you statutes  and ordinances , as  Hashem commanded me," e tc.

י נִּ מֶּ  נָּם מִ  חִ ם בְּ תֶּ  דְ מַ ם לְ תֶּ  ף אַ י אַ תִּ דְ מַ נָּם לָ  חִ י בְּ נִ ה אֲ מָ

This teaches us: Just as  I learned for free  from Hashem, so you learned for free  from me .

י. נִּ מֶּ  ם מִ תֶּ  דְ מַ לְּ שֶׁ מוֹ  כְּ נָּם   חִ דוּ בְּ מְּ דוֹרוֹת לַ דוּ לְ מְּ לַ תְּ שֶׁ  כְּ ן  כֵ וְ

And so, when you teach to the  future g enerations, teach for free , just as  you learned from me .

כָר שָׂ דוֹ בְּ מְּ לַ נָּם יְ  חִ דוֹ בְּ מְּ לַ יְּ שֶׁ י  צָא מִ לֹא מָ

If a person did not find someone  who will teach him for free , he  must have others teach him even with payment,

נֵה. ת קְ מֶ ר אֱ מַ נֶּאֱ  שֶׁ

as  it is  said in the pasuk, "Buy truth."

כָר. שָׂ ים בְּ רִ חֵ אֲ ד לַ מֵּ  לַ ל יְ יָכוֹ

One mig ht think that because he had to pay, he  may likewise teach to others  with payment.

כֹּר".  מְ ל תִּ אַ ר "וְ מַ מוּד לוֹ לְ תַּ

Therefore, the  teaching  says , "And do not se ll."

כָר שָׂ ד בְּ מֵּ  לַ סוּר לוֹ לְ אָ שֶׁ תָּ   דְ מַ א לָ הָ

Behold, you have  learned that it is  forbidden for him to teach with payment,

כָר: שָׂ וֹ בְּ בּ דוֹ רַ מְּ לִּ שֶׁ י  פִּ ל  ף עַ אַ

even thoug h his  teacher taug ht him with payment.



כָה ח לָ הֲ Halacha 8 · The Universal Obligation of Every Jewish Man to Study Torah

ה וֹרָ מוּד תּ לְ תַ יָּב בְּ  ל חַ אֵ רָ שְׂ יִּ ישׁ מִ ל אִ כָּ

Every man of Israe l is  oblig ated in the study of Torah,

יר שִׁ  ין עָ בֵּ י  נִ ין עָ בֵּ

whether he is poor or whether he is rich,

ין וּרִ סּ ל יִ עַ בַּ ין  בֵּ גוּפוֹ  לֵם בְּ שָׁ ין  בֵּ

whether he is whole  in his  body or whether he is a possessor of suffering ,

כֹּחוֹ שׁ  שַׁ  תָּ  שֶׁ ל  דוֹ ן גָּ יָה זָקֵ הָ שֶׁ ין  בֵּ חוּר  בָּ ין  בֵּ

whether he is a youth or whether he  was  an e lder of g reat age whose  streng th has  weakened.

ים חִ תָ פְּ  ל הַ זֵּר עַ חַ ה וּמְ קָ דָ צְּ ן הַ נֵס מִ פַּרְ  תְ מִּ י הַ נִ יָה עָ וּ הָ לּ פִ אֲ

Even if he  was  a poor man who is  supported from charity and g oes  around upon the  doorways  begging for bread,

ים נִ ה וּבָ שָּׁ   ל אִ עַ בַּ וּ  לּ פִ אֲ וַ

and even if he is a possessor of a wife  and children who must support his family, he still

לָה יְ לַּ  יּוֹם וּבַ בַּ ה  וֹרָ מוּד תּ לְ תַ ן לְ מַ בֹּעַ לוֹ זְ  קְ יָּב לִ  חַ

is oblig ated to e stablish for himse lf a time  for the study of Torah by day and by nig ht,

לָה": יְ לַ ם וָ מָ וֹ יוֹ יתָ בּ גִ הָ ר "וְ מַ נֶּאֱ  שֶׁ

as  it is  said in the passuk, "and you shall contemplate  it day and nig ht."

כָה ט לָ הֲ Halacha 9 · The Torah Study and Livelihood of the Great Sages

ל אֵ רָ שְׂ י יִ מֵ כְ י חַ לֵ דוֹ גְּ

The g reat Sag es  of Yisrae l

ים צִ י עֵ בֵ טְ ן חוֹ הֶ יוּ מֵ הָ

were , among  them, choppers  of wood

יִם י מַ אֲבֵ וֹ ן שׁ הֶ וּמֵ

and, among  them, drawers  of water,

ים ן סוּמִ הֶ וּמֵ

and, among  them, blind men;



ן י כֵ פִּ ל  ף עַ אַ וְ

and even thoug h it was so,

ה וֹרָ מוּד תּ לְ תַ ין בְּ קִ סְ יוּ עוֹ הָ

they were  occupied with the  study of Torah

לָה יְ לַּ  יּוֹם וּבַ בַּ

by day and by nig ht.

ה מוּעָ שְּׁ   י הַ יקֵ תִּ עְ ל מַ לַ כְּ  ם מִ הֵ וְ

And they are  among  the  transmitters  of the  tradition,

ישׁ י אִ פִּ  ישׁ מִ אִ

man from the  mouth of man,

נוּ: בֵּ  ה רַ שֶׁ י מ פִּ  מִ

from the  mouth of Moshe  our teacher.

כָה י לָ הֲ Halacha 10 · The Obligation to Study Torah Until the Day of One's Death

ה וֹרָ מֹד תּ לְ יָּב לִ  י חַ תַ ימָ ד אֵ עַ

Until when is  a person oblig ated to study Torah?

ד יוֹם מוֹתוֹ עַ

Until the  day of his  death,

יךָ". יֶּ  י חַ מֵ ל יְ ךָ כּ בָבְ לְּ ן יָסוּרוּ מִ ר דברים ד ט "וּפֶ מַ נֶּאֱ  שֶׁ

as  it is  said in the pasuk in Devarim, "And le st they depart from your heart all the  days  of your life ."

וּד מּ לִ סֹק בְּ לֹּא יַעֲ  שֶׁ ן  מַ ל זְ כָ וְ

And the reason for this is that all the  time  that a person does  not occupy himse lf with study,

: חַ כֵ וֹ הוּא שׁ

he  forg ets  what he has already learned.

כָה יא לָ הֲ Halacha 11 · Dividing One's Study Time into Three Parts

. תוֹ ידָ מִ ן לְ מַ ת זְ שׁ אֶ לֵּ  שַׁ  יָּב לְ  חַ וְ



And a person is  oblig ated to divide  into three  parts the  time  of his  study:

ב. תָ כְ בִּ שֶׁ ה  וֹרָ בַּתּ ישׁ  לִ שְׁ

one  third of his time should be spent in the  Torah that is  in writing ;

פֶּה. ל  עַ בְּ שֶׁ ה  וֹרָ בַּתּ ישׁ  לִ שְׁ וּ

and one  third should be spent in the  Torah that is  by mouth,  which refers to the Mishnah and its explanations;

יתוֹ שִׁ א רֵ בָר מֵ ית דָּ חֲרִ יל אַ כִּ  יַשְׂ ין וְ ישׁ יָבִ לִ שְׁ וּ

and the remaining one  third of his time he  shall understand and conceptualize  the  end of a matter from its  beg inning ,

analyzing how a concept develops,

בָר דָּ בָר מִ יא דָּ צִ יוֹ וְ

and derive  a matter from another matter,

בָר דָ בָר לְ ה דָּ מֶּ  ידַ וִ

and compare  a matter to  another matter to find their common halachic principles,

ן בָּהֶ ת  שֶׁ  רֶ דְ ה נִ וֹרָ תּ הַ שֶׁ דּוֹת  מִּ בַּ ין  יָבִ וְ

and understand the  principle s  of hermeneutics that the  Torah is  expounded by them,

דּוֹת מִּ ר הַ קַּ ךְ הוּא עִ יאַ ע הֵ יֵּדַ  שֶׁ ד  עַ

until he  knows how is  the  e ssence  of the  principle s  and how they are applied in practice,

ן בָּהֶ צֵא  יּוֹ כַ ר וְ תָּ  מֻּ  הַ סוּר וְ אָ יא הָ צִ ךְ יוֹ יאַ הֵ וְ

and how he  shall derive  that which is the  forbidden and the  permitted, and s imilar to them,

ה. מוּעָ שְּׁ   י הַ פִּ  ד מִ מַ לָּ  שֶׁ ים  בָרִ דְּ מִ

from matters  that he  learned from the  mouth of the  tradition.

א: רָ מָ א גְּ רָ קְ נִּ יָן זֶה הוּא הַ נְ עִ וְ

And the  subject of this  third area of study, it is  called Gemara.

כָה יב לָ הֲ Halacha 12 · Dividing One's Study Time Between Written Law, Oral Law, and Gemara

ד. יצַ כֵּ

How is this division of study applied in practice?

נוּת מָּ  ל אֻ עַ בַּ יָה  הָ

If he  was  a master of a craft



יּוֹם בַּ עוֹת  שָׁ לֹשׁ   שָׁ וֹ  תּ אכְ לַ מְ ק בִּ סֵ יָה עוֹ הָ וְ

and he  was  occupying  himse lf with his  work for three  hours  in the  day,

ע. שַׁ  תֵּ ה  וֹרָ וּבַתּ

and occupying himself with the  Torah for nine  hours,

ע שַׁ  תֵּ  ן הַ אוֹתָ

those  nine  hours of study,

ב תָ כְ בִּ שֶׁ ה  וֹרָ בַּתּ ן  הֶ לֹשׁ מֵ  שָׁ  א בְּ קוֹרֵ

he  reads  in three  of them in the  Torah that is  in writing ,

פֶּה ל  עַ בְּ שֶׁ ה  וֹרָ בַּתּ לֹשׁ   שָׁ  וּבְ

and in three  hours he studies in the  Torah that is  on the  mouth,

בָר. דָּ בָר מִ ין דָּ בִ הָ וֹ לְ תּ עְ דַ נֵן בְּ וֹ בּ תְ רוֹת מִ חֵ לֹשׁ אֲ  שָׁ  וּבְ

and in three  other hours he  meditates  with his  inte llect to understand a concept from a concept.

ן ב הֵ תָ כְ בִּ שֶׁ ה  וֹרָ ל תּ לַ כְ לָה בִּ בָּ  י קַ רֵ בְ דִ וְ

And the  words of prophetic tradition—meaning Nevi'im and Kesuvim—in the  categ ory of Torah that is  in writing  they

are ,

פֶּה. ל  עַ בְּ שֶׁ ה  וֹרָ ל תּ לַ כְ ן בִּ שָׁ וּפֵרוּ

and the ir explanation is in the  categ ory of Torah that is  on the  mouth.

ן. א הֵ רָ מָ גְּ ל הַ לַ כְ ס בִּ דֵּ פַּרְ ים  אִ רָ קְ נִּ ים הַ יָנִ נְ עִ הָ וְ

And the  matters  that are  called Pardes—the deepest secrets of the Torah—in the  categ ory of the  Gemara they are .

ים מוּרִ ים אֲ בָרִ ה דְּ מֶּ  בַּ

In what situation words are  said?

ם דָ ל אָ שֶׁ דוֹ  מוּ לְ תַּ לַּת   חִ תְ בִּ

In the  beg inning  of the  study of a person.

ה מָ כְ חָ יל בְּ דִּ יַּגְ  שֶׁ  כְּ ל  אֲבָ

But when he  g rows in wisdom

ב תָ כְ בִּ שֶׁ ה  וֹרָ מֹד תּ לְ יךְ לֹא לִ א צָרִ לֹא יְהֵ וְ

and not he  will need not to learn Torah that is  in writing  because he already knows it thoroughly,



פֶּה ל  עַ בְּ שֶׁ ה  וֹרָ בַּתּ יד  מִ תָּ סֹק  עֲ לֹא לַ וְ

and not to occupy himse lf constantly with the  Torah that is  on the  mouth,

ה מוּעָ שְּׁ   י הַ רֵ בְ דִ ב וְ תָ כְ בִּ שֶׁ ה  וֹרָ ים תּ נִ מָּ זֻ ים מְ תִּ עִ א בְּ רָ קְ יִ

he  should read at times  desig nated Torah that is  in writing  and the  words of the  oral tradition

ה וֹרָ י תּ ינֵ י דִּ רֵ בְ דִּ בָר מִ כַּח דָּ  שְׁ  לֹּא יִ  שֶׁ י  דֵ כְּ

in order that not he  will forg et a matter from the  words of the  laws of Torah,

ד בַ לְ א בִּ רָ מָ יו לַגְּ ל יָמָ כָּ נֶה  פְ יִ וְ

and he  should turn all his  days  to the  Gemara alone ,

: וֹ תּ עְ וּב דַּ שּׁ  יִ וֹ וְ בּ לִ יֵּשׁ בְּ  שֶׁ ב  רֹחַ י  פִ לְ

according  to the  breadth that there  is  in his  heart and the  se ttling  of his  mind.

כָה יג לָ הֲ Halacha 13 · Torah Study for Women and the Distinction Between the Written and Oral Law

כָר ה יֵשׁ לָהּ שָׂ וֹרָ ה תּ דָ מְ לָּ  שֶׁ ה  שָּׁ   אִ

A woman who studied Torah has  a reward for her learning,

. ישׁ אִ כַר הָ שְׂ כִּ ינוֹ  ל אֵ אֲבָ

but it is  not like  the  reward of the  man.

ית. וֵּ טַ צְ לֹּא נִ  שֶׁ י  נֵ פְּ  מִ

This is because  she  was  not commanded in this mitzvah,

שׂוֹתוֹ עֲ יו לַ לָ וֶּה עָ צֻ ינוֹ מְ אֵ שֶׁ בָר  ה דָּ שֶׂ עוֹ ל הָ כָ וְ

and anyone  who performs a matter that he  is  not commanded upon it to do it,

וּ. נּ מֶּ  חוֹת מִ פָּ לָּא   ה אֶ שָׂ עָ שֶׁ וֶּה  צֻ מְ כַר הַ שְׂ כִּ כָרוֹ  ין שְׂ אֵ

his  reward is  not like  the  reward of the  commanded one  who performed it, but rather it is le ss  than him.

כָר יֵּשׁ לָהּ שָׂ  שֶׁ י  פִּ ל  ף עַ אַ וְ

And even thoug h that there  is  for her a reward for studying on her own,

ה. וֹרָ וֹ תּ תּ ת בִּ ם אֶ דָ ד אָ מֵּ  לַ לֹּא יְ  שֶׁ ים  מִ כָ וּוּ חֲ צִ

the  Sag es  commanded that a person should not teach his  daug hter Torah.

ד מֵּ  לַ תְ הִ נֶת לְ וֶּ כֻ ם מְ תָּ  עְ ין דַּ ים אֵ שִׁ נָּ  רֹב הַ שֶׁ י  נֵ פְּ  מִ



This is because  most women, the ir mind is  not focused to learn with the proper depth and seriousness,

ן. תָּ  עְ יּוּת דַּ נִ י עֲ פִ אי לְ י הֲבַ רֵ בְ דִ ה לְ וֹרָ י תּ רֵ בְ יאוֹת דִּ צִ ן מוֹ לָּא הֵ  אֶ

but rather they turn words of Torah to words of nonsense  according  to the  poverty of the ir mind and lack of preparation

for this type of study.

לוּת. פְ הּ תִּ דָ מְּ וּ לִ לּ אִ ה כְּ וֹרָ וֹ תּ תּ ת בִּ ד אֶ מֵּ  לַ מְ ל הַ כָּ ים  מִ כָ רוּ חֲ מְ אָ

Therefore, the  Sag es  said, "Whoever teaches  his  daug hter Torah is  as  if he  taug ht her foolishness ."

פֶּה ל  עַ בְּ שֶׁ ה  תוֹרָ ים בְּ מוּרִ ים אֲ בָרִ ה דְּ מֶּ  בַּ

In what words are  these said? Reg arding  Torah that is  by mouth, which requires deep analysis;

לָּה  חִ כַתְּ הּ לְ ד אוֹתָ מֵּ  לַ ב לֹא יְ תָ כְ בִּ שֶׁ ה  וֹרָ ל תּ אֲבָ

but as for Torah that is  in writing , he  should not teach her it at the  outset,

לוּת: פְ הּ תִּ דָ מְּ לַ מְ כִּ ינוֹ  הּ אֵ דָ מְּ ם לִ אִ וְ

and if he  taug ht her, it is  not like  teaching  her foolishness .

C HA P T E R  S U M M A RY

The chapter begins by clarifying that while women, slaves, and minors are exempt from the formal obligation of Torah study, a

father is strictly commanded to teach his young son. This duty of transmission is so great that it extends to one's grandchildren

and even to other students, who are cherished like sons. Finally, the halachah establishes that a father must go so far as to hire

a teacher for his son to ensure he receives a proper Torah education, prioritizing his own descendants over others in this holy

task.

ה שֶׂ עֲ מַ לְ W H AT  T O  T A K E  H O M E

No matter how busy or overwhelmed you are with the demands of life, Hashem wants your connection to His Torah to be a

permanent, daily reality. The Rambam makes it clear that every single Yid, whether rich or poor, healthy or suffering, a young

bachur or an elderly man whose strength has faded, is absolutely obligated to establish a set time for Torah study by day and

by night. There are no excuses. Even the greatest of our sages, the holy giants who transmitted the Torah down through the

generations, were sometimes simple woodcutters and water-drawers who worked hard for their parnassah, yet they never let a

day pass without their learning.

This is not just a duty; it is your life force. The Torah warns us that the moment a person stops engaging in study, he begins to

forget. Torah is not a subject you finish and put away on a shelf; it is an ongoing, lifelong avodah that must continue until

your very last day on this earth. When you set a fixed time for learning, you are anchoring your neshama to its source,

ensuring that your daily actions are guided by the light of ratzon Hashem.

Today, make an unshakeable commitment to your daily learning. No matter what comes up, set aside at least fifteen minutes

tonight and fifteen minutes tomorrow morning to learn Torah, treating this appointment as completely non-negotiable.
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