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Learned like the daf; the literal words in bold, flowing with the elucidation

L CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this chapter, we begin our journey into Hilchos Talmud Torah, learning about the fundamental obligation of teaching and
studying the Torah. We will explore who is obligated in this great mitzvah, focusing on the exemption of women, slaves, and

minors, while highlighting a father's sacred duty to teach his young son the words of the living Torah.

We will also see how this beautiful chain of transmission extends beyond one's immediate children. The Rambam guides us
through the obligation of teaching one's grandchildren and, indeed, teaching any student who wishes to learn, establishing
the proper order of precedence and the father's responsibility to hire a teacher for his son.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1 Exemption of Women and Slaves and the Father's Obligation to Teach His Son
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Women, and Canaanite slaves, and minors
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are exempt from the mitzvah of study of Torah.
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But regarding a minor boy,
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his father is obligated to teach him Torah,
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as it is said in the Torah in Devarim 11:19, "And you shall teach them to your sons, to speak in them."
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And the woman is not obligated to teach herson,
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for anyone who is obligated to learn himselfis obligated to teach others, and since a woman is not commanded to study, she

is not commanded to teach.




Halacha 2- The Obligation to Teach One's Son Grandson and All Students
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Justas a manis obligated to teach his son Torah,
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so is he obligated to teach his son's son,
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as it is said in the pasuk, "And you shall make them known to your sons and to yoursons' sons."
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And this obligation does not apply to his son and his son’s son alone;
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rather, it is a mitzvah upon every wise man of Israel
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to teach all students, even though they are not his biological sons,
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as itis said, "And you shall teach them sharply to your sons.”
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From the mouth of the tradition the Sageslearned that
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"your sons” in this context refers to your students,
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for students are called "sons,"
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as it is said, "And the sons of the prophets went out”"—meaning the disciples of the prophets.
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If so, why was he specifically commanded concerning his son and concerning his son's son?
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To give precedence to his son before his son’s son,
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and to give precedence to his son's son before the son of his fellow student.

Halacha 3 - The Obligation to Hire a Teacher for One's Son and the Precedence of Study over Action
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And a fatheris obligated to hire a teacher for his son to teach him Torah.
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But he is not obligated to teach the son of his fellow except for free, asa mitzvah, but he does not have to pay fora

teacher for another person’s child.
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One whose father did not teach him Torah when he was young,
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is obligated to teach himself when he understands and gains intellectual maturity,
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as it is said in the Torah (Devarim 5:1): "And you shall study them, and you shall safeguard to perform them."
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And so you find in every place in the words of Chazal that study precedes action in importance and priority,
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because study leads to action, as one cannot perform the mitzvos properly without knowing how,
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and action does notlead to study.

Halacha 4 - Priority in Torab Study Between a Father and His Son
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If he wants to study Torah himself,
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and there is to hima son who also needs to study Torah,
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he takes priority over his son, and he should study first.

Pootyn 1923 32 o Oy

And if his son was understanding and wise,
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with the capacity to comprehend what he will study more than him,
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his son takes priority, and the father must support the son's learning first.
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And even though his son takes priority,
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he should not neglect his own learning entirely.
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Forjust as a mitzvah is upon him to teach his son,

AREY TROY Mgn NI T2

so he is commanded to teach himself.

Halacha S - The Precedence of Torah Study Over Marriage
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Always should study a person Torah
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and after that marry a wife,
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for if he marries a wife first,
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not is his mind free to study because of the burden of earning a livelihood.
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And if was his evil inclination overcoming him
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until it is found that not is his heart free to concentrate on his learning due to his thoughts,

TR TR 10 IR R

he should marry and after that study Torah in purity.

Halacha 6 - The Age at Which a Father Must Begin Teaching His Son Torah
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From when is his father obligated to teach him Torah?
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From when he begins to speak,
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he teaches him the verse, "Torah commanded us Moshe,"
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and the verse, "Shema Yisrael,"
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and after that he teaches himlittle by little, verses by verses,
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until he is asonofsixorasonofsevenyearsold,
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everything according to his health and physical strength.
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And then he brings him to a teacher of the children for structured learning.

Halacha 7 - Permissibility of Payment for Teaching Written Torah and Probibition for Oral Torah
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If the custom of the province was fora teacher of the children to take payment,
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the father gives to him his payment,
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and the fatheris obligated to teach him, even with payment, until he can read the Written Torah in its entirety.
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In a place where they accustomed to teach the Written Torah with payment,
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itis permitted to teach it with payment.
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But as for the Oral Torah, it is forbidden to teach it with payment,
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as it is said in the pasuk, "Behold, I have taught you statutes and ordinances, as Hashem commanded me," etc.
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This teaches us: Just as Ilearned for free from Hashem, so youlearned for free from me.
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And so, when you teach to the future generations, teach for free, just as you learned from me.
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If a person did not find someone who will teach him for free, he must have others teach him even with payment,
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as it is said in the pasuk, "Buy truth.”
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One might think that because he had to pay, he may likewise teach to others with payment.
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Therefore, the teaching says,"And do notsell.”
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Behold, you have learned that it is forbidden for him to teach with payment,
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even though his teacher taught him with payment.




Halacha 8 - The Universal Obligation of Every Jewish Man to Study Torah
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Every man of Israel is obligated in the study of Torah,
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whether he is poor or whe ther he is rich,
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whether he is whole in his body or whether he isa possessor of suffering,
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whether he is a youth or whether he was an elder of great age whose strength has weakened.
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Even if he was a poor man who is supported from charity and goes around upon the doorways begging for bread,
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and evenif he isa possessor of a wife and children who must support his family, he still

m?21 Div2 MR TR NY 101 Y yapt 10

isobligated to establish for himself a time for the study of Torah by day and by night,
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as it is said in the passuk, "and you shall contemplate it day and night."

Halacha 9 - The Torah Study and Livelibood of the Great Sages
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The great Sages of Yisrael
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were, among them, choppers of wood
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and, among them, drawers of water,
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and, among them, blind men;
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and even though it was so,
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they were occupied with the study of Torah
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by day and by night.
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And they are among the transmitters of the tradition,
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man from the mouth of man,
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from the mouth of Moshe our teacher.

Halacha 10 - The Obligation to Study Torah Until the Day of One's Death
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Until when is a person obligated to study Torah?
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Until the day of his death,
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as it is said in the pasuk in Devarim, "And lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life."
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And the reason for this is that all the time that a person does not occupy himself with study,
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he forgets what he has already learned.

Halacha 11 - Dividing One's Study Time into Three Parts
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And a person is obligated to divide into three parts the time of his study:
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one third of his time should be spent in the Torah that is in writing;
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and one third should be spent in the Torah that is by mouth, which refers to the Mishnah and its explanations;
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and the remaining one third of his time he shall understand and conceptualize the end of a matter from its beginning,

analyzing how a concept develops,
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and derive a matter from another matter,
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and compare a matter to another matter to find their common halachic principles,
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and understand the principles of hermencutics that the Torah is expounded by them,
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until he knows how is the essence of the principles and how they are applied in practice,
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and how he shall derive that which is the forbidden and the permitted, and similar to them,
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from matters that he learned from the mouth of the tradition.
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And the subject of this third area of study, it is called Gemara.

Halacha 12 - Dividing One’s Study Time Between Written Law, Oral Law, and Gemara
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How is this division of study applied in practice?

If he was a master of a craft
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and he was occupying himself with his work for three hours in the day,
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and occupying himself with the Torah for nine hours,
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those nine hours of study,
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he reads in three of them in the Torah that is in writing,
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and in three hours he studies in the Torah that is on the mouth,

A7 727 1°2 SAYT TAiann NNy wow

and in three other hours he meditates with his intellect to understand a concept froma concept.
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And the words of prophetic tradition—meaning Nevi'imand Kesuvim—in the category of Torah that is in writing they

are,
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and their explanation is in the category of Torah that is on the mouth.
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And the matters that are called Pardes—the deepest secrets of the Torah—in the category of the Gemara they are.
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In what situation words are said?
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In the beginning of the study of a person.
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But when he grows in wisdom
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and not he will need not to learn Torah that is in writing because he already knows it thoroughly,
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and not to occupy himself constantly with the Torah that is on the mouth,
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he should read at times designated Torah that is in writing and the words of the oral tradition
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inorder that not he will forget a matter from the words of the laws of Torah,
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and he should turn all his days to the Gemara alone,
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according to the breadth that there is in his heart and the settling of his mind.

Halacha 13 - Torab Study for Women and the Distinction Between the Written and Oral Law
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A woman who studied Torah has a reward for her learning,
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but it is not like the reward of the man.
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This is because she was not commanded in this mitzvah,
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and anyone who performs a matter that he is not commanded uponit to do it,
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his reward is not like the reward of the commanded one who performed it, but ratheritisless than him.
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And even though that there is for her a reward for studying on her own,
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the Sages commanded that a personshould not teach his daughter Torah.
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This is because most women, their mind is not focused to learn with the proper depth and seriousness,
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but rather they turn words of Torah to words of nonsense according to the poverty of their mind and lack of preparation

for this type of study.
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Therefore, the Sages said, "Whoever teaches his daughter Torah is as if he taught her foolishness."
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In what words are these said? Regarding Torah that is by mouth, which requires deep analysis;
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but as for Torah that is in writing, he should not teach her it at the outset,
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and if he taught her, it is not like teaching her foolishness.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by clarifying that while women, slaves, and minors are exempt from the formal obligation of Torah study, a
father is strictly commanded to teach his young son. This duty of transmission is so great that it extends to one's grandchildren
and even to other students, who are cherished like sons. Finally, the halachah establishes that a father must go so far as to hire
a teacher for his son to ensure he receives a proper Torah education, prioritizing his own descendants over others in this holy

task.

TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

No matter how busy or overwhelmed you are with the demands of life, Hashem wants your connection to His Torah to be a
permanent, daily reality. The Rambam makes it clear that every single Yid, whether rich or poor, healthy or suffering, a young
bachur or an elderly man whose strength has faded, is absolutely obligated to establish a set time for Torah study by day and
by night. There are no excuses. Even the greatest of our sages, the holy giants who transmitted the Torah down through the
generations, were sometimes simple woodcutters and water-drawers who worked hard for their parnassah, yet they neverleta

day pass without their learning.

This is not just a duty; it is your life force. The Torah warns us that the moment a person stops engaging in study, he begins to
forget. Torah is not a subject you finish and put away on a shelf; it is an ongoing, lifelong avodah that must continue until
your very last day on this earth. When you set a fixed time for learning, you are anchoring your neshama to its source,

ensuring that your daily actions are guided by the light of ratzon Hashem.

Today, make an unshakeable commitment to your daily learning. No matter what comes up, set aside at least fifteen minutes

tonight and fifteen minutes tomorrow morning to learn Torah, treating this appointment as completely non-negotiable.
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