yTnn 90 - MISHNEH TORAH

I PR - MR TIRTR NioRn

oD T

Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we leamn about the vital communal obligation to establish schools and hire teachers for young children in
every single town and region. We will see how the Sages, led by the great Yehoshua ben Gamla, instituted this system to
ensure that Torah would never be forgotten by the Jewish people, establishing that even the smallest village must support the

education of'its youth.

We will also learn the practical halachos of how a cheder must be run. This includes the proper age to start a child in school,
the delicate balance a teacher must maintain when disciplining students, and the rigorous schedule of study that must be kept
day and night, showing how we must never interrupt the holy breath of children learning Torah.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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This balacha establishes the communal obligation to provide Torah education for children and the severe consequences for a city that neglects this duty.
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Halacha 2 - The Age of School Entry and the Schedule and Discipline of Young Students
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This halacha outlinesthe age at which children begin formal Torab study, the limits of physical discipline by the teacher, and the continnons daily

schedule of their learning.
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This balacha warns that a teacher who neglects bis students or performs other work during their study hoursis included in the curse of performing God's

work deceitfully.
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Halacha 4 - Probibition of an Unmarried Man or a Woman Teaching Young Children
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This balacha establishes safequards against improper mingling and seclusion between teachers and the parents of their young students.
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This halacha establishes the maximum student-to-teacher ratio for children’s Torah instruction and when an assistant or second teacher must be hired.
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This balacha discusses the conditions under which a child may be transferred to a more efficient teacher, and the safety restrictions regarding traveling

across riversto study.
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This balacha establishes that neighbors cannot prevent someone from opening a Torah schoolin their conrtyard or alleyway, nor can competing teachers

protest, because increasing Torah study is of supreme importance.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

This chapter outlines the essential laws of communal education, beginning with the historical enactment of Yehoshua ben
Gamla to place teachers in every region and village, and the severe communal ban or destruction decreed upon any town that
neglects this duty. The Rambam rules that children should begin formal study at age six or seven, depending on their health,
and details the guidelines for teachers, who may use only a gentle strap for discipline rather than cruel beatings. Finally, the
halachos establish a continuous schedule of learning throughout the day and into the night, which is never interrupted—
even for the building of the Beis HaMikdash—allowing only for review on Shabbos and brief breaks on Erev Shabbos and

Yom Tov.
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The foundation of our entire existence does not rest on the grand, sophisticated achievements of adults, but on the pure,
uninterrupted breath of children learning Torah. Chazal teach us that the world itself is sustained by this pure breath, which is
why we never disrupt their learning, not even to rebuild the Beis HaMikdash. This teaches us a profound lesson about our
own priorities: the spiritual growth and Torah education of the next generation must come before any other project, no

matter how holy or important it seems.

Because this work is so sacred, the Torah demands absolute integrity fromanyone who teaches or guides children. A
melammed who is lazy or distracted is described with the chilling words, 'Cursed is he who does the work of Hashem
deceitfully.’ When we teach our children, we cannot do it halfway or with a divided mind. It requires our full presence,
patience, and a gentle hand, using only a small strap to guide, never a harsh rod, to ensure that the sweetness of Torah is

never associated with cruelty.

Furthermore, the halachah rules that we do not prevent a new teacher fromopening a school next to an existing one,
because 'the jealousy of scribes increases wisdom.” We do not look at Torah education through the lens of business

competition or personal honor. Our only goal is that Torah should be magnified and made glorious.

Today, show a child in your life, whether your own child, a grandchild, ora student, that their Torah learning is the most
important thing in your world. Ask them what they leamed today, listen with your full attention without looking at your

phone, and let themsee the joy and pride in your eyes as they speak.
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