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Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we leamn about the vital communal obligation to establish schools and hire teachers for young children in
every single town and region. We will see how the Sages, led by the great Yehoshua ben Gamla, instituted this system to
ensure that Torah would never be forgotten by the Jewish people, establishing that even the smallest village must support the

education of'its youth.

We will also learn the practical halachos of how a cheder must be run. This includes the proper age to start a child in school,
the delicate balance a teacher must maintain when disciplining students, and the rigorous schedule of study that must be kept
day and night, showing how we must never interrupt the holy breath of children learning Torah.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- The Obligation to Appoint Teachers of Young Children in Every City
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We appoint teachers of children
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in every province and province,
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and in every district and district,
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and in every city and city.
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And any city that does not have in it children of the house of their teacher studying Torah,
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we place under ban — the people of the city
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until they appoint teachers of children.
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And if they did not appoint themeven after being placed under ban,
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we destroy — the city, by placing the entire city under a severe ban and isolating it.
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For the world exists only
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by the breath of their mouth of children of the house of their teacher, whose pure Torah study has no sin.

Halacha 2 - The Age of School Entry and the Schedule and Discipline of Young Students
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We bring in the children to study in chederat about the age of six or at about the age of seven,
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according to the strength of the child and the build of his body.
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And a child who isless than the age of six, we do not bring him in to study.
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And the teacher strikes them occasionally to cast upon them fear so they will pay attention,
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but he does not strike them the blow of an enemy, the blow of a cruel person.
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Therefore, he shall not strike them with whips and not with sticks, but only with a small strap.
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And the teachersits and teaches themall of the day entirely, and a portion of the night,
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inorder to train them to study by day and by night.
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And the children shall not be idle from Torah study at all,
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except from the eves of Shabbos and Yom Tov at the end of the days, and on Yom Tov itself.
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But on Shabbos, they do not read new material at the beginning, but they review what they learned first.
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And we do not interrupt the children from their Torah study, and even for the building of the Beis HaMikdash.

Halacha 3 - The Proper Conduct of a Children's Teacher and the Probibition of Neg
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A teacher of the children who leaves the children and goes out during the hours of learning,
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or who does other work with them while he is supposed to be teaching,
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or who is lazy in their ins truction and does not teach them properly,
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behold, this one is included in the curse of the verse, "Cursed is he who does the work of Hashem deceitfully.”
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Therefore, it is not proper to appoint a teacher for Jewish children
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unless he isa possessor of fear of Heaven, who is quick to read and to be precise in his teaching.

Halacha 4 - Probibition of an Unmarried Man or a Woman Teaching Young Children
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And one who does not have a wife

nipien 1% X

should not teach children,
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because of their mothers who come to visit their sons, which could lead to inappropriate mingling.
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And any woman
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should not teach children,
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because of their fathers who come to visit the sons, which could likewise lead to inappropriate mingling.

Halacha 5 - The Maximu mber of Students for Each Teacher
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Twenty and five children
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may learn with one teacher.

TwRn oy 5y ani° v

If they were more than twenty and five,
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up to forty,
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we place with him ano ther assistant
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to assist himin their teaching.
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If they were more than forty,

:NIPIR 212 23 O 1P TORYR

we appoint for them two teachers of children.




Halacha 6 - Transferring a Child to a Faster Teacher and Traveling Across Rivers
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‘We may lead the child from one teacher to another
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who is faster and more diligent than him,
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whether in Scripture or whe ther in grammar.
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In what case are these words said?
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When both of them were in one city,

BPP3 P00 VT M KDY

and the river was not separating between them.

Y7 YR 2K

But from city to city,
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or fromone side of the river to its otherside, even in that same city,
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we do not lead the child there to learn,
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unless there was a strong structure serving as a bridge upon the back of the river,
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a structure that is not likely to fall quickly, so that there is no danger to the child.

Halacha 7 - Neighbors Cannot Protest the Opening of a Torah School for Children
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If one of the residents of an alleyway wished to become a teacher of children,
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and even if he is one of the residents of the shared courtyard itself,
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his neighbors are not able to protest against him and prevent him from teaching, because the noise of children learning

Torah is never considered a nuisance.
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And likewise, in the case of a teacher of children whose colleague came and opened a house to teach children at his

side, right next door to him,
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in order that other children will come to him,
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orinorder that some of the children of this first teacher will come to this new teacher,
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the first teacher is not able to protest against him on the grounds of competition,
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as it is said in the Navi, "Hashem desired, for the sake of His righteousness, to make Torah great and make it glorious”

through healthy competition that increases the quality of learning.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

This chapter outlines the essential laws of communal education, beginning with the historical enactment of Yehoshua ben
Gamla to place teachers in every region and village, and the severe communal ban or destruction decreed upon any town that
neglects this duty. The Rambam rules that children should begin formal study at age six or seven, depending on their health,
and details the guidelines for teachers, who may use only a gentle strap for discipline rather than cruel beatings. Finally, the
halachos establish a continuous schedule of learning throughout the day and into the night, which is never interrupted—
even for the building of the Beis HaMikdash—allowing only for review on Shabbos and brief breaks on Erev Shabbos and

Yom Tov.




TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The foundation of our entire existence does not rest on the grand, sophisticated achievements of adults, but on the pure,
uninterrupted breath of children learning Torah. Chazal teach us that the world itself is sustained by this pure breath, which is
why we never disrupt their learning, not even to rebuild the Beis HaMikdash. This teaches us a profound lesson about our
own priorities: the spiritual growth and Torah education of the next generation must come before any other project, no

matter how holy or important it seems.

Because this work is so sacred, the Torah demands absolute integrity fromanyone who teaches or guides children. A
melammed who is lazy or distracted is described with the chilling words, 'Cursed is he who does the work of Hashem
deceitfully.” When we teach our children, we cannot do it halfway or with a divided mind. It requires our full presence,
patience, and a gentle hand, using only a small strap to guide, never a harsh rod, to ensure that the sweetness of Torah is

never associated with cruelty.

Furthermore, the halachah rules that we do not prevent a new teacher from opening a school next to an existing one,
because 'the jealousy of scribes increases wisdom." We do not look at Torah education through the lens of business

competition or personal honor. Our only goal is that Torah should be magnified and made glorious.

Today, show a child in your life, whether your own child, a grandchild, ora student, that their Torah learning is the most
important thing in your world. Ask them what they learned today, listen with your full attention without looking at your

phone, and let themsee the joy and pride in your eyes as they speak.
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