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LJ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we leam the vital halachos of how a Torah shiur must be conducted, focusing on the spiritual and ethical
standards required of both the rebbe and the talmid. The Rambam teaches us that Torah is a holy inheritance that cannot be
given over to an improper student whose deeds are not refined, nor may we learn froma teacher who does not resemble an
angel of Hashem. We must protect the purity of the Torah by ensuring that both those who teach it and those who receive it

are walking on a straight path of yiras Shamayim.

Additionally, the chapter guides us in the proper derech eretz and physical setup of the bais medrash. We learn how the rebbe
and the talmidim should sit in relation to one another, emphasizing a beautiful sense of mutual respect and equality in the
presence of the Shechinah, where everyone sits either on the ground or on chairs together.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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This halacha establishes that Torah may only be taught to students of good character, and that one must only study from a teacher whose conduct is
exemplary.
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This balacha detailsthe physical arrangement of the classroom, emphasizing that the teacher and students should sit at the same level to maintain
proper respect and focus.
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This halacha detailsthe protocol for teaching through a spokesman, including voice levels, faithfulnessto the teacher's words, and the honor due to a

father or teacher.
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This halachab outlinesthe educational duties of patience, forbidding a teacher from becoming angry at struggling students and forbidding a student

from pretending to understand out of embarrassment.
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This balacha outlinesthe necessity of a stuclent overcoming embarrassment to ask questions, and the teacher's duty to maintain authority and

discipline.
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Halacha 6 - Proper Conduct for Asking Questions in the House of Study and Testing Students
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This halacha outlinesthe proper etiquette for students when questioning their teacher, and the pedagogical methods a teacher may use to sharpen bis

students' minds.
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This balacha outlinesthe respectful manner in which a student must address and question their Torah teacher.
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from this point on  the spokesman is in the hand of  the choice

Thishalacha outlinesthe bierarchy of priority for a teacher or spokesman when multiple questions are posed simultancously, prioritizing practical

halacha and greater Torah scholars.
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This balacha outlinesthe strict rulesof conduct in a house of study, including probhibitions against sleeping, idle chatter, and even wishing someone

health upon sneezing, due to its supreme sanctity.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

This chapter outlines the strict qualifications for teaching and studying Torah, ruling that we only teach a student whose
deeds are proper and refined, while an improper student must first be guided to teshuvah. Similarly, one must never learn from
a teacher who does not follow a proper path, as a rebbe must resemble a messenger of Hashem. Finally, the Rambam details
the physical arrangement of the shiur, explaining that the teacher sits at the head with the students around himso they can
see his face, and establishes that the teacher and students must sit on the same level—either all on the ground or all on chairs

—to maintain the proper honor and environment for learning.
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The very heart of our avodah in the beis midrash is the understanding that Torah is not a mere academic subject; it is the
ultimate 'honor’ of Hashem, and it demands a vessel of pure character. Chazal teach us that 'ein habayshan lamed’, the one
who is embarrassed to ask does not learn. When you sit to learn, you must strip away all pretense and pride. If you did not
understand, even after the teacher repeated it multiple times, you must have the courage to say, 'Rebbi, I do not understand,
and I need to learn.' True kabalas haTorah requires us to value the truth of Hashem's wisdom far more than our own social

standing or the fear of looking foolish in the eyes of others.

At the same time, we must treat the place and the process of learning with the utmost awe and seriousness. The Rambam
warns us that one who sleeps or even dozes in the beis midrash will find that his wisdom becomes "torn into shreds.” This is
because Torah cannot be acquired with a lazy, half-hearted attitude. It requires our full presence, our sharpest focus, and a

deep reverence for the holiness of the space, which is even greater than that of a shul.

Today, make a conscious effort to elevate your learning. If there is a concept or a halacha you are learning that you do not
fully grasp, do not let your pride silence you; ask, review, and seek clarity. Before you begin learning, take a moment to sit up
straight, clear your mind of idle chatter, and remind yourself that you are standing in the presence of the King, receiving His

holy Torah.
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