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LJ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we leam the vital halachos of how a Torah shiur must be conducted, focusing on the spiritual and ethical
standards required of both the rebbe and the talmid. The Rambam teaches us that Torah is a holy inheritance that cannot be
given over to an improper student whose deeds are not refined, nor may we learn froma teacher who does not resemble an
angel of Hashem. We must protect the purity of the Torah by ensuring that both those who teach it and those who receive it

are walking on a straight path of yiras Shamayim.

Additionally, the chapter guides us in the proper derech eretz and physical setup of the bais medrash. We learn how the rebbe
and the talmidim should sit in relation to one another, emphasizing a beautiful sense of mutual respect and equality in the
presence of the Shechinah, where everyone sits either on the ground or on chairs together.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- Restricting Torah Instruction to Proper Students and Proper Teachers
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We do not teach Torah except to a student who is proper and attractive in his deeds,
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or to an innocent person who has not shown any bad traits.
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But if he was walking in a path thatisnot good,
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we return him to the good and we guide himin a path thatis straight,
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and we examine him to see if he has truly changed,

ANIN 177201 WITRT N°27 ININ 1997100 12 XY

and after that we bring him to the house of study and we teach him.
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Said the Sages: Anyone who teaches a student who is not proper,
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itis as if he threw a stone to Mercury, which is an act of idolatry,
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as it is said in Mishlei, "Like binding a stone in a sling so is he who gives to a fool honor".
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And there is no honor except Torah,
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as it is said, "Honor the wise shall inherit".
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And likewise, a teacher who is not walking in a path thatis good,
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eventhoughasage great he is and all the nation need him for his wisdom,
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we do not study from him until his return to the good,
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as it is said, "For the lips of a priest shall guard knowledge and Torah they shall seek from his mouth for a messenger

of Hashem of Hosts he is".
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Said the Sages: If the teacher resembles a messenger of Hashem of Hosts, Torah they shall seek from his mouth,
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if not, do not seek Torah from his mouth.

Halacha 2 The Seating Arrangement of the Teacher and Students During Torah Study
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How do they teach Torah to the disciples?
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The teacher sits at the head of the study hall,
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and the students are surrounded before him like a crown, in a semi-circle,
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so that they will be, all of them, seeing the teacher
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and hearing his words clearly.
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And not shall sit the teacher on the chair
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and his students on the ground, as this is disrespectful to them,
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rather, either everyone sits on the ground,
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or everyone sits on the chairs.
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And originally, in earlier generations, was the teacher sitting
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and the students standing out of great awe and respect for the Torah,
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and before the destruction of the House, the Second Beis HaMikdash, when weakness descended upon the world,
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they accustomed everyone to teach to the students
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while they are sitting.

Halacha 3 - The Conduct of the Teacher and the Spokesman During Instruction
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If he was teaching directly from his mouth to the students, he teaches themin this manner.
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And if he was teaching by the mouth of a spokesman who broadcasts his words to the large crowd,
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the spokesman stands between him and between the students,
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and the teacher says the lesson quietly to the spokesman, and the spokesman makes it heard to all the students.

D3INR? 1R oY

And when they ask questions, they address themto the spokesman;
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he asks the teacher, and the teacher replies to the spokesman, and the spokesman replies to the questioner.

23020 2ipn it 19ip 290 12 XY

And not shall raise the teacher his voice more than the voice of the spokesman, so as not to confuse the listeners.
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And not shall raise the spokesman his voice at the time that he asks the teacher, more than the voice of the teacher, out

of respect.

nizw® X1 m°0in% X9 nnoh XY SR opnnn N

There is no the spokesman permitted not to subtract, and not to add, and not to change anything fromthe teacher's

words,
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unless was the spokesman his father of the sage, or his teacher, in which case the teacher must show them extra honor.
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In such a case, says the teacher to the spokesman, "So said to me my teacher,” or "So said to me my father, my master."
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And when says the spokesman the words to the people,
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he says themin the name of the sage, and mentions the name of of the father of the teacher, or of his teacher,
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and says, "So said our master, so-and-so,"
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even though that not mentioned the teacher the name of of the sage explicitly when speaking to him.
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This is because it is forbidden for a person to call his teacher or his father by his name.

Halacha 4 - The Patience Required of a Teacher and Student in Torah Study
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The teacher who taught, and the students did not understand the lesson,
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he should not become angry with themand rage at themy
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rather, he goes back and repeats the matter, even several times,
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until they understand the depth of the halachah.
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And likewise, the student should not say, "I understood,” when he did not understand;
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rather, he goes back and asks, evenseveral times.
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And if his teacher became angry with him and raged,
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he should say to him, "My teacher, it is Torah, and I need to learn, but my mind is short and limited."

i ﬂ;’? lj Halacha 5 - The Proper Demeanor of Student and Teacher During Torah Study
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The student should not be embarrassed by his colleagues
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who learned and understood the lesson from the first or second time,
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and he did notlearn and grasp it except after several times.
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For if he is embarrassed by this matter,
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he finds himself entering and leaving the house of study
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and he is not learning anything atall.
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Therefore, the early Sages said:
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"The bashful persondoes notlearn,
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and the short-tempered persondoes not teach.’
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In what circumstances are these words said?
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At a time when the students did not understand the matter

TR RO 10T 2380 N Sy *3en

because of its depth, or because of their mind which is short and limited.
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But if it is apparent to the teacher
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that they are lazy in the words of Torah and are lax upon them,
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and therefore they did not understand,
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he is obligated to show anger at them and to shame them with words
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inorder to sharpen them and wake them up from their laziness.
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And like this matter, the Sages said:
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'Cast fear among the students’ to keep them focused.
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Therefore, it is not fitting for the teacher
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to behave with lightness of head before the students,
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and not to jest before them,
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and not to eat and drink with them,
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in order that there shall be his fear upon them,
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and they will learn from him quickly.

Halacha 6 - Proper Conduct for Asking Questions in the House of Study and Testing Students
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We do not ask questions of the teacher when he enters the house of study
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until his mind settles upon him so he can focus properly.
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And the student himself does not ask a question immediately when he enters

ST 2N TY

until he settles and rests from the exertion of his journey.
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And we do not ask, meaning two students should not ask questions as one.
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And we do not ask the teacher on another subject
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except from that subject that they are occupied with at that moment,
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in order that he will not be embarrassed if he does not have the answer immediately ready.
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And there is permission for the teacher to mislead the students with his questions
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and with the actions that he does before themin order to sharpen them and test their reasoning.
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And in order that he will know if they remember what he taught themor if they do not remember.
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And there is no need to say that he has permission to ask them on another subject that they are not occupied with
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inorder to stimulate them and keep themalert.

Halacha 7 - Proper Conduct and Laws of Questioning One's Teacher
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One does not ask a Torah question while standing,
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and one does not answer a question while standing,
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and not from a high place,
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and not from far away,
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and not from behind the elders who are sitting before the teacher.
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And one does not ask the teacher except on the subject that they are currently reading in it, so as not to embarrass him.
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And one does not ask except with awe and respect for the Torah.
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And he should not ask on the subject more than three halachot at one time, so as not to burden the teacher.

Halacha 8 - The Order of Precedence When Multiple Questions Are Asked of a Teacher

If there are two who asked questions of the teacher at the same time, we must prioritize themas follows:
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if one asked to the point, regarding the topic currently being studied, and one asked not to the point, regarding a different

topic,
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we attend to the one who asked the point first.
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If one asked about a practical case that requires an immediate halachic ruling, and the other asked about something that is not a

practical case,
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we attend to the one with the practical case.
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If one asked about a practical halacha and the other about midrash, the analytical derivation of a law,
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we attend to the halacha.
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If one asked about midrash and the other about aggadah, homiletic teachings,
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we attend to the midrash.
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If one asked about aggadah and the other about a kal vachomer, an a fortiori logical derivation,
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we attend to the kal vachomer.
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If one asked about a kal vachomer and the other about a gezeirah shavah, a derivation based on identical words in different

verses,
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we attend to the kal vachomer, as it is based on logical reasoning.
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If the questioners were two people asking about the same type of topic, but they differ in stature:

R REELRLE

T v

one isa sage and one isa student,
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we attend to the sage first.
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If one is a student and the otherisa common person,
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we attend to the student.

YN RY DI B°ToRYN DAY DONON DAY

Ifboth of themare sages, orboth of them are students, orboth of them are common people,
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and both of them asked about two halachos of equal weight,
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or about two answers they required,

DoYR 23 nivRY *nYa N

orabout two questions regarding two practical cases of equal urgency,
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the choice is in the hand of the spokesman, the teacher's assistant who communicates the lessons, to decide whom to answer

from this point on.

Halacha 9 - The Sanctity of the House of Study and Proper Conduct Within It
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We do notsleep in the house of study,
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and anyone who dozes in the house of study,
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his wisdombecomes shreds shreds, meaning it becomes fragmented and forgotten.
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And so said Shlomo in his wisdom in the Sefer of Mishlei 23:21: "and rags will clothe drowsiness."
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And we do not converse in the house of study except with words of Torah alone.

WITRI N23 ANIDT 17 22N 1R WoynaY on 19 aK

Even one who sneezed, we do not say to him "healing"—meaning "Assuta” or "get well’—in the house of study so as not

to interrupt the learning,
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and there is no need to say that we do not speak of other matters of mundane conversation.
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And the sanctity of a house of study is stricter than the sanctity of houses of assembly, which are shuls.




CHAPTER SUMMARY

This chapter outlines the strict qualifications for teaching and studying Torah, ruling that we only teach a student whose
deeds are proper and refined, while an improper student must first be guided to teshuvah. Similarly, one must never learn from
a teacher who does not follow a proper path, as a rebbe must resemble a messenger of Hashem. Finally, the Rambam details
the physical arrangement of the shiur, explaining that the teacher sits at the head with the students around himso they can
see his face, and establishes that the teacher and students must sit on the same level—either all on the ground or all on chairs

—to maintain the proper honor and environment for learning.

.'IW;??:? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The very heart of our avodah in the beis midrash is the understanding that Torah is not a mere academic subject; it is the
ultimate 'honor of Hashem, and it demands a vessel of pure character. Chazal teach us that 'ein habayshan lamed’, the one
who is embarrassed to ask does not learn. When you sit to learn, you must strip away all pretense and pride. If you did not
understand, even after the teacher repeated it multiple times, you must have the courage to say, 'Rebbi, I do not understand,
and I need to learn.' True kabalas haTorah requires us to value the truth of Hashem's wisdom far more than our own social

standing or the fear of looking foolish in the eyes of others.

At the same time, we must treat the place and the process of learning with the utmost awe and seriousness. The Rambam
warns us that one who sleeps or even dozes in the beis midrash will find that his wisdom becomes 'torn into shreds." This is
because Torah cannot be acquired with a lazy, half-hearted attitude. It requires our full presence, our sharpest focus, and a

deep reverence for the holiness of the space, which is even greater than that of a shul.

Today, make a conscious effort to elevate your learning. If there is a concept or a halacha you are learning that you do not
tully grasp, do not let your pride silence you; ask, review, and seck clarity. Before you begin learning, take a moment to sit up

straight, clear your mind of idle chatter, and remind yourself that you are standing in the presence of the King, receiving His

holy Torah.
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