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L/ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambam brings us to the heart of the sacred bond between a talmid and his rebbe, showing us how the
honorand awe we must have for our teacher actually surpasses what we owe our own parents. Since a father brings a person
into this world, but a rebbe brings his talmid into the life of the World to Come, the halachah demands that we treat our

teacher with the utmost reverence in all practical matters, such as returning lost objects, carrying heavy loads, and redeeming

captives.

We will also learn the severe spiritual gravity of treating one's rebbe with disrespect. The Rambam warns us, based on the
words of Chazal, that disputing, arguing with, complaining against, or even thinking disparagingly of one's primary rebbe is
equivalent to doing so against the Shechinah itself. This chapter sets the boundaries for what constitutes disputing a teacher's
authority, particularly regarding establishing a house of study or rendering halachic decisions without permission.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

1’:157: 111'1’ :1_:”: N-l’b1 -f:;b H;'lf'ltl Halacha 1 - The Obligation to Honor and Revere One's Torah Teacher Above One's Father
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in the honor of is obligated ~ he so and hisawe hisfather in the honorof iscommanded aperson  Justas
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and his teacher  this the world  to the life of brings him  for his father than his father more and hisawe his teacher
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his father the lost object of Ifhe saw the coming the world  to the life of brings him  wisdom  who taught him
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and his teacher Ifhisfather hisfather toof  takesprecedence histeacher of  histeacher and the lost object of
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If his father his father ~ of  that and after histeacher  of —  herelieves -aburden were carrying
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his father —  he redeems that andafter histeacher —  heredeems in captivity were captives and his teacher
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was if  And likewise first his father ~—  he redeems  sage a Torah  hisfather was andif
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his lost object he returns his teacher against equal  thatheisnot though - even  sage a Torah  his father
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than the honor of greater ~ honor  toyou And there isnot his teacher the lost object of he returns that and after
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12 4 Avos Mishnah  the Sages They said the teacher than the awe of  awe and not the teacher
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his teacher against who disputes Anyone they said Therefore Heaven is like the awe of your teacher The awe of
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against when they contended 9 26 Numbers asitissaid the Divine Presence against is like one who disputes
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with a quarrel islike one who makes his teacher with —a quarrel ~ who makes And anyone Hashem
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Hashem — Yisrael the children of quarreled  which 13 20 Numbers asitissaid the Divine Presence
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against is like one who his teacher against who complains And anyone through them and He was sanctified
complains
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And anyone Hashem against but are your complaints againstus ~ Not 8 16  Exodus asitissaid Hashem
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Numbers asitissaid the Divine Presence  after he harbors doubts isasif  histeacher after who harbors doubts
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and against Moshe ~ against God  the people Andspoke 5 21

This balacha establishes that the honor and awe due to one’s primary Torah teacher exceed that of one's fatber, because a father brings a child into this

world while a teacher bringsthem into the World to Come.
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Halacha 2 The Probibition of Establishing a House of Study and Ruling Halacha in One's Teacher's Presence
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and sits  a house of study for himself is one who establishes this his teacher against one who disputes ~ Who is
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though - and even isalive and his teacher his teacher with the permission of ~ not and teaches and expounds
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his teacher in the presence of to rule fora person and itis forbidden  another  isina country histeacher
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death is liable to his teacher in the presence of halacha ~ whorules and anyone forever

This balacha defines what constitutes disputing one'steacher and outlines the strict probibition against rendering halachic decisionsin a teacher’s

presence or without his permission.

.
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halacha  a matterof aperson him andasked — mil ten twelve  histeacher and between him If there was
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itis permitted his teacher in the presence of  even  the prohibition from and to separate toanswer it is permitted
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not because thatisforbidden a thing doing  aperson thathe saw Forexample How so to rule
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this thing tohim andtosay toseparate him tohim thereis hiswickedness because of or ofits prohibition he knew
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his teacher tohim gave not though - and even his teacher in the presence of and even is forbidden
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to the teacher  honor divide we donot the Name desecration of thatthereis  place forany  permission

gy yaph PR .mpn mMpAY 1372 007N 00727 M2

himself  toestablish  but by chance thathappened regarding a matter are said words In what
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and his teacher the world isatthe end of  he evenif whoask forall and to rule and to sit for ruling
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he took - . unless his teacher  thatdies until to rule for him itis forbidden the world isatthe end of
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and to rule tosit  tohim ispermitted his teacher whose died one every Andnot fromhisteacher permission
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the level of ruling who reached  a student he was - - unless  in the Torah

This balacha delineates when a student may answer balachic questions, prevent transgressions in his teacher's presence, and the restrictionson

establishing oneself as a public halachic authority.
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Halacha 4 - The Probibition of Rendering Halachic Decisions Prematurely and the Obligation of Worthy Sages to Teach
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is wicked thisone behold and renders halachic to render halachic hasreached whonot  student  And any
decisions decisions
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corpses many for 26 7 Mishlei itissaid anduponhim ofspirit and arrogant  foolish
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and does not to render halachic who has reached asage Andlikewise  etc.  she hascast down

decisions
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the blind before  stumbling blocks and places  Torah  withholds this one behold render halachic

decisions
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the small the students These her slain are all  and mighty 26 7 Mishlei itissaid and upon him
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the common  before to make themselves seek and they asisproper Torah  have increased who not
great
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and to render halachic  tojudge atthe head and sit and jump  theircity the people of and among  people
decisions
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the world —  are those who destroy and they  the dispute  are those who increase they in Israel
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upon them of Hosts Hashem the vineyard of and those who ruin ~ Torah of  the lamp and those who
extinguish
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foxes foxes for us Seize 15 2 HaShirim Shir  in his wisdom  Shlomo said
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vineyards that ruin little

This halacha warns unqualified students against rendering halachic rulings, while admonishing gualified sages who withhold their knowledge from

the community.
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Halacha 5 - The Probibition of Calling One's Teacher by Name and the Proper Way to Greet Him
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and this in his presence not and even by hisname his teacher to call fora student for him And it is forbidden
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his name shall he mention and not so-and-so thatheis willknow whohear thatall unusual the name thatitis
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in the manner his teacher is like the name of whose name others to call and even in his presence
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their death after even  theirname —  he shallchange rather hisfather with the name of thathe does
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tofriends  thatthey give in the manner greeting tohim return or tohisteacher greeting shall he give and not
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peace  andrespect withawe tohim andsays before him he bows rather tothatone thisone and return
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be uponyou  peace  tohim he shallreturn greeting his teacher tohim gave andif my teacher be upon you
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and my master ny teacher

This balacha outlinesthe laws of reverence a student must show toward his teacher, including the probibition of calling bim by name and the respectful

manner of greeting him.

i2 nl Nﬂj m1 1:1_ ’:5: T ’7.3 b nnna :l:tl Halacha 6 - The Proper Conduct of a Student in the Presence of His Teacher
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he sits unless he should recline and not histeacher before  his tefillin  he should remove not And so
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his teacher  behind  and not histeacher before  not he should pray and not  the king before like one who sits
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athisside towalk forhim thatitisforbidden  tosay need  and there isno his teacher at the side of and not
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and after behind him directly aligned should he be and not his teacher  behind he should distance rather
himself
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in the place of he should sit and not into the bathhouse his teacher with he should enter and not he should pray that
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his words —  he should contradict and not in his presence  his words he should decide and not his teacher
against
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until frombefore him he should stand up and not it to him thathe says until before him he should sit and not
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not fromhisteacher and when he departs  tostand  permission thathe takes until or  stand tohim thathe says
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his face  facing and hisface  backwards  he backsaway rather to him his back he should turn

This halacha outlinesthe strict laws of respect and awe a student must showin the presence of bis Torah teacher, comparing the teacher’s honor to that of

a king.

17 Jﬂ; 1’;? N‘? ; P tn 1 :1_ ’:D ?: I.I..rr ’7_: 3_7 Halacha 7 - Standing Before One's Teacher and Greeting Him on the Festival
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until hiseyes the fullnessof fromafar fromwhen he sees him his teacher before  tostand And is obligated
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to greet aperson and isobligated he maysit so andafter hisstature he sees and not fromhim he is hidden
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on the festival his teacher the face of

This halacha outlinesthe requirement to stand in respect of one’s Torah teacher and the obligation to visit them during the three pilgrimage festivals.

12 ¥ W i :1_:] 792 o] Halacha 8 - Honoring One's Teacher and the Services a Student Performs for Him
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itis the way of - . unless  his teacher in the presence of  toa student honor accord We do not
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a student  for his master does thata servant the tasks And all  honor him toaccord histeacher
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tohim were and not him know where they donot  ina place he was And if for his teacher does
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and he doesnot  hisshoe ~ forhim puton he doesnot heis aservant they will say lest and he feared  tefillin
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fromhim and removes kindness fromhim prevents fromserving him hisstudent who prevents And anyone  remove it
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causes his teacher the honorof ofany of a matter who treatslightly — student  Andany Heaven fear of
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from Israel to depart the Divine Presence

This halacha outlinesthe requirement for a student to serve histeacher like a servant, with exceptions to avoid being mistaken for a Canaanite slave,

and warnsof the spiritual severity of withholding service or disrespecting a teacher.
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Halacha 9- The Honor Due to an Outstanding Teacher, a Student-Colleague, and the Laws of Rending Garments Upon Their Passing
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thus ourteacher you taughtus tohim he should say =~ Torah  the words of against transgressing his teacher Ifhe saw
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you taught us thus tohim he should say in his presence a teaching thathe mentions time andany and thus
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the name of that he mentions until from his teacher he heard thatnot a matter say and let himnot our teacher
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his heart — reveals thathe untl hisgarments all  he rends histeacher and when dies  its author
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outstanding regarding his teacher are these said words in what forever mend them and he does not
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the majority of fromhim he learned not if but his wisdom  the majority of fromhim whomhe learned
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things these  inall  in hishonor obligated and heisnot colleague isastudent this behold his wisdom
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whomhe  the dead all  over rends that he justas overhim andrends before him hestands  but
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whether small whether  one  amatter except fromhim helearned not evenif  overthem mourns
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overhim andrends before him he stands  great

This balacha outlinesthe respect a student must show bis teacher when correcting him, quoting teachings, and mourning bispassing, distinguishing

between an outstanding teacher and a student-colleague.
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Halacha 10 - The Proper Conduct of a Torah Scholar in the Presence of a Greater Sage
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whoever in the presence of ~ speak  doesnot are proper  whose character traits  wise disciple And every
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anything fromhim he learned thatnot though - even inwisdom thanhim isgreater thathe

This balacha teaches that a student with refined character traits must show respect by not speaking before someone who is greater than him in wisdom,

even if he has not personally learned from him.
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in one or these the matters inall  hishonor on toforgo  who desired the outstanding The teacher
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he forgave though -  andeven isinhishand the permission of them  toone or his students toall of them
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that he forgave atthe time andeven toglorify him  the student obligated is

This balacha teaches that while an outstanding Torab teacher basthe authority to forgo the honor due to him, the student must still show bim respect

even when the teacher waivesit.
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— tohonor needs the teacher so the teacher in the honorof are obligated  that the students Justas
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the honorof Letbe 12 4 Avos Mishnah  the Sages said so and todraw themclose  his students
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and to love them with his students to be careful a person and needs asyourown  toyou dear your student
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the coming and to the world  this  to the world who bring pleasure are the sons for they

| This balacha outlinesthe reciprocal duty of honor between a teacher and hisstudents, comparing the studentsto beloved children.
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Halacha 13- The Greatness of Students and Their Influence on the Wisdom of Their Teacher
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Much the Sages said his heart  and broaden  the teacher the wisdomof  increase The students
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thanallof them  more  and fromny students fromny colleagues and more frommny teachers Ilearned wisdom
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until the teacher sharpens small  a student S0 the large — ignites small a piece of wood And just as
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glorious wisdom  with his questions fromhim he brings out

This halacha explains how students sharpen their teacher's mind and increase bis wisdom through their questions.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by establishing that a person’s primary rebbe—from whomhe learned the majority of his Torah wisdom—
demands a level of honor and awe that exceeds even that of his father, which manifests in giving the rebbe priority in
returning lost iterns, relieving burdens, and redemption from captivity, unless the father is also a Torah sage. The Rambam
then details how any rebellion, controversy, criticism, or complaint against one's rebbe is viewed as a direct rebellion against
Hashem. Finally, the halachah defines 'disputing one's teacher’ as establishing a house of study to teach and render halachic
decisions without receiving explicit permission from one's primary rebbe, whereas a student who is also a colleague is not

bound by these same strictures.
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The Rambam teaches us a fundamental truth about our connection to Torah: a person's relationship with their rebbe is not
just a matter of social respect or academic appreciation. It is the very channel through which we connect to the Shechinah.
When we treat our rebbe with the utmost awe, standing before himas we would before a king and guarding our speech in his

presence, we are training our souls in yiras Shamayim.

This is why the Sages warn so severely against disputing or complaining about one's rebbe. It is not about protecting the
teacher's ego; it is about preserving the purity of the chain of mesorah. If we allow ourselves to treat our teachers like peers,
arguing with them or acting with familiarity, we break the vessel that carries the light of the Torah into our lives. True growth

in Torah requires us to bend our minds and hearts to those who came before us.

Today, make a conscious effort to elevate how you speak about or interact with your rebbe or a local talmid chacham. When
mentioning their name, do not just say it casually; add a title of respect like 'Rabbi’ or 'my teacher," and consciously remind

yourself that through their wisdom, you are being brought closer to Hashem.
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