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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambam brings us to the heart of the sacred bond between a talmid and his rebbe, showing us how the
honorand awe we must have for our teacher actually surpasses what we owe our own parents. Since a father brings a person
into this world, but a rebbe brings his talmid into the life of the World to Come, the halachah demands that we treat our
teacher with the utmost reverence in all practical matters, such as returning lost objects, carrying heavy loads, and redeeming

captives.

We will also learn the severe spiritual gravity of treating one's rebbe with disrespect. The Rambam warns us, based on the
words of Chazal, that disputing, arguing with, complaining against, or even thinking disparagingly of one's primary rebbe is
equivalent to doing so against the Shechinah itself. This chapter sets the boundaries for what constitutes disputing a teacher's
authority, particularly regarding establishing a house of study or rendering halachic decisions without permission.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- The Obligation to Honor and Revere One's Torah Teacher Above One's Father

iNXT1 13X 71322 MR DTNY YD

Justas a personis commanded in the honor of his father and his awe,
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so he is obligated in the honor of his teacher and his awe more than that of his father.
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For his father brings him to the life of this world,
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and his teacher who taught him wisdom brings him to the life of the world to come.
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Ifhe saw the lost object of his father and the lost object of his teacher,
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that of his teacher takes precedence to that of his father.
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If his father and his teacher were carrying a burden,
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he relieves the burden of his teacher and after that the burden of his father.
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If his father and his teacher were captives in captivity,
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he redeems his teacher and after that he redeems his father.
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And if his father was a Torah sage,
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he redeems his father first.
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And likewise, if his father was a Torah sage,
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even though that he is not equal against his teacher in wisdom,
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he returns his lost object and after that he returns the lost object of his teacher.
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And there is not to you honor greater than the honor of the teacher,
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and not awe greater than the awe of the teacher.
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The Sages said in the Mishnah in Avos, "The awe of your teacher should be like the awe of Heaven."
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Therefore they said:
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Anyone who disputes against his teacher is like one who disputes against the Divine Presence,
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as it is said regarding Korach's assembly, "when they contended against Hashem."
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And anyone who makes a quarrel with his teacher is like one who makes a quarrel with the Divine Presence,
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as it is said at Mei Merivah, "which quarreled the children of Yisrael with Hashem, and He was sanctified through

them."
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And anyone who complains against his teacher is like one who complains against Hashem,
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as it is said by Moshe Rabbeinu, "Not against us are your complaints, but against Hashem.”
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And anyone who harbors doubts after his teacher is as if he harbors doubts after the Divine Presence,
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as it is said, "And the people spoke against God and against Moshe."

Halacha 2 - The Probibition of Establishing a House of Study and Ruling Halacha in One's Teacher's Presence
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Who is considered one who disputes against his teacher?
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This is referring to one who establishes for himself a house of study
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and sits and expounds and teaches Torah to the public
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not with the permission of his teacher,
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and his teacher is still alive,
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and even though his teacher is in another country.
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And it is forbidden fora person to rule on halachic matters in the presence of his teacher forever.
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And anyone who rules halacha in the presence of his teacher is liable to death at the hands of Heaven.

Halacha 3 - Ruling in the Presence of One's Teacher and Who is Fit to Rule
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If there was between him and his teacher a distance of twelve mil,

and a personasked him a matter of halacha,
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itis permitted to answer.
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And to separate someone froma prohibition,
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evenin the presence of his teacher it is permitted to rule.
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Howso?
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For example, that he saw a person doing a thing that is forbidden,
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because he did not know of its prohibition,

g 238m N

or because of his wickedness,
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there is an obligation upon him to separate him from the sin,
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and to say to him, "This thing is forbidden,"
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and this is permitted even in the presence of his teacher,
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and even though his teacher did not give him permission to rule.
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For inany place where there is desecration of the Name of Hashem,
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we do not divide honor to the teacher by remaining silent.
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In what cases are these words said?

TR TIRAY 9272

Regarding a matter that happened by chance.
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But to establish himself for ruling,
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and to sit and to rule for all who ask,
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even if he is at the end of the world and his teacher is at the end of the world,
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it is forbidden for him to rule until his teacher dies,
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unless he took permission from his teacher.
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And not every one whose teacher died
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is permitted to sit and to rule in the Torah,
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unless he was a student who reached the level of ruling.

Halacha 4 - The Probibition of Rendering Halachic Decisions Prematurely and the Obligation of Worthy Sages to Teach
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And any student who has not reached the level of scholarship required to render halachic decisions, and yet renders

halachic decisions,
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behold, this one is wicked, foolish, and arrogant of spirit.
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And upon him it is said in the verse in Mishlei, "For many corpses she has cast down," etc.
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And likewise, a sage who has reached the level to render halachic decisions, and yet does not render halachic decisions

when the community needs him,
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behold, this one withholds Torah and places stumbling blocks before the blind, as people will err without his guidance,
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and upon him it is said in the continuation of that verse, "And mighty are all her slain."
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These immature students, the small in knowledge, who have not increased their Torah study as is proper,
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and yet they seek to make themselves great before the common people and among the people of their city,

PR 2 NININD TR WRND 1Aty 108RIm

and jump and sit at the head to judge and to render halachic decisions in Israel,
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they are those who increase dispute, and they are those who destroy the world,
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and those who extinguish the lamp of Torah, and those who ruin the vineyard of Hashem of Hosts.
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Upon them said Shlomo in his wisdom in Shir HaShirim, "Seize for us foxes, little foxes, that ruin vineyards."

Halacha S - The Probibition of Calling One'’s Teacher by Name and the Proper Way to Greet Him
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And it is forbidden for a student to call his teacher by his name
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and even not in his presence.
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And this applies that it is an unusual name, so that all who hear it will know that he is so-and-so.
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And he shall not mention his name in his presence,
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and even to call others whose name is like the name of his teacher,
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in the manner that he does with the name of his father.
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Rather, he shall change — their name,
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even after their death.
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And he shall not give greeting to his teacher, or return to him greeting,
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in the manner that they give to friends and return, this one to that one.
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Rather, he bows before himand says to him with awe and respect,
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"Peace be upon you, my teacher.”
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And if his teacher gave greeting to him,
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he shall return to him, "Peace be upon you, my teacher and my master.”

Halacha 6 - The Proper Conduct of a Student in the Presence of His Teacher
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And so, a student should not remove his tefillin before his teacher because doing so is a display of disrespect, as if he is

making himself comfortable in his presence.
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And he should not recline in his teacher’s presence, unless he sits like one who sits before the king, with awe and

trepidation.
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And he should not pray the Shemoneh Esrei not before his teacher, and not behind his teacher, and not at the side of his

teacher, as this appears as if he is setting up a separate authority or acting with arrogance.
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And there is no need to say that it is forbidden for him to walk at his side, as this looks like he is making himself equal to

his teacher.
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Rather, he should distance himself behind his teacher, and he should not be aligned directly behind him, and after
that he should pray.
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And a student should not enter with his teacher into the bathhouse, because secing his teacher undressed diminishes his awe

of him.
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And he should notsit in the place of his teacher, even when the teacheris not there.
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And when others are debating a halachic matter, he should not decide against his words in his presence, by saying that

another opinion is more correct than his teacher's.
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And he should not contradict his words by arguing with him directly.
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And he should not sit before him until the teacher says to him, "Sit."
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And he should not stand up from before him until the teacher says to him, "Stand,” or until he takes permission to

stand.
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And when he departs from his teacher, he should not turn his back to him to walk away,
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rather, he backs away backwards, walking in reverse, and his face remains facing his face until he is out of sight.

Halacha 7 - Standing Before One's Teacher and Greeting Him on the Festival
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And a studentis obligated to stand before his teacher
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from when he sees him from afar, as soon as he is within the fullness of his eyes’ sight,
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and he must remain standing until the teacher is hidden from him
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and the student no longersees his stature,
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and after that, he may sit down.
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And a personis obligated to greet the face of his teacher on the festival.




Halacha 8 - Honoring One's Teacher and the Services a Student Performs for Him
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We do not accord honor to a student in the presence of his teacher
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unless it is the way of his teacher to accord him honor.
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And all the tasks that a servant does for his master,
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a student does for his teacher.
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And if he was in a place where they do not know him,
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and there were not to him tefillin on his armand head to show he is a free Jewish man,
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and he feared lest they will say, "A servant he is,"
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he does not put on for him his shoe and he does not remove it.
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And anyone who prevents his student from serving him
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prevents from him kindness
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and removes from him fear of Heaven.
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And any student who treats lightly a matter of any of the honor of his teacher
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causes the Divine Presence to depart from Israel.




Halacha 9 - The Honor Due to an Outstanding Teacher, a Student-Colleague, and the Laws of Rending Garments Upon Their Passing
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If he saw his teacher transgressing against the words of the Torah,
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he should not rebuke him sharply, but rather say to him, "You taught us, our teacher, thus and thus."
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And any time that he mentions a teaching in his presence,
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he should say to him, "Thus you taught us, our teacher.”
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And let him not say a matter that he did not hear from his teacher as if he heard it from him,

JRIN QY I Ty

until he mentions the name of its actual author.
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And when his teacher dies, he rends all his garments
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until he reveals his heart,
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and he does not mend them with a proper sewing forever.
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In what words are these said? Regarding his outstanding teacher,
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whom he learned from him the majority of his wisdom.
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But if he did not learn from him the majority of his wisdom,
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behold, this is considered a student-colleague,
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and he is not obligated in his honor in all these things.
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But he still stands before him
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and rends over him just as he rends over all the dead whom he mourns over them.
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Evenif he did notlearn from him except one matter,
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whether small or great,
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he stands before him and rends over him.

Halacha 10 - The Proper Conduct of a Torah Scholar in the Presence of a Greater Sage
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whose character traits are proper
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does not speak
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in the presence of whoever is greater than him in wisdom,
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even though he did not learn anything from him.

Halacha 11 - A Teacher Forgoing His Honor and the Student's Remaining Obligation
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The outstanding teacher who desired to forgo his honor
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inall of these matters of respect or in one of them,
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to all of his students or to one of them,
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the permission is in his hand to do so.
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And even though he forgave his honor,
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the student is still obligated to glorify him and show himrespect,

and even at the very time that he forgave it.

Halacha 12 - The Obligation of a Teacher to Honor and Love His Students
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Just as the students are obligated in the honor of the teacher,
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so the teacher needs to honor — his students and to draw them close to Torah and mitzvos.
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So said the Sages in the
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Mishnah, Avos 4:12: "Let the honor of your student be as dear to you as your own."
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And a personneeds to be careful with his students and to love them,
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for they are the sons who bring pleasure and benefit to this world and to the World to Come.




Halacha 13 - The Greatness of Students and Their Influence on the Wisdom of Their Teacher
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The students increase the wisdom of the teacher
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and broaden his heart to understand and analyze deeper concepts.
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The Sages said in the Gemara:
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Much wisdom I learned from my teachers,
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and more wisdomI learned from my colleagues,

875% NP 2 1oRonm

and from my students I learned more than all of them.

29737 NN P77 TR VR PYY DU

And just as a small piece of wood ignites the large piece of wood when building a fire,
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so a small student sharpens the teacher
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until he brings out from him, with his questions, glorious wisdom that the teacher would not have reached on his own.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by establishing that a person's primary rebbe—from whomhe learned the majority of his Torah wisdom—
demands a level of honor and awe that exceeds even that of his father, which manifests in giving the rebbe priority in
returning lost items, relieving burdens, and redemption from captivity, unless the father is also a Torah sage. The Rambam
then details how any rebellion, controversy, criticism, or complaint against one's rebbe is viewed as a direct rebellion against
Hashem. Finally, the halachah defines 'disputing one's teacher as establishing a house of study to teach and render halachic
decisions without receiving explicit permission fromone's primary rebbe, whereas a student who is also a colleague is not

bound by these same strictures.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Rambam teaches us a fundamental truth about our connection to Torah: a person's relationship with their rebbe is not
just a matter of social respect or academic appreciation. It is the very channel through which we connect to the Shechinah.
When we treat our rebbe with the utmost awe, standing before himas we would before a king and guarding our speech in his

presence, we are training our souls in yiras Shamayim.

This is why the Sages warn so severely against disputing or complaining about one's rebbe. It is not about protecting the
teacher's ego; it is about preserving the purity of the chain of mesorah. If we allow ourselves to treat our teachers like peers,
arguing with them or acting with familiarity, we break the vessel that carries the light of the Torah into our lives. True growth

in Torah requires us to bend our minds and hearts to those who came before us.

Today, make a conscious effort to elevate how you speak about or interact with your rebbe or a local talmid chacham. When
mentioning their name, do not just say it casually; add a title of respect like 'Rabbi’ or 'my teacher,” and consciously remind

yourself that through their wisdom, you are being brought closer to Hashem.
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