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Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we leam the beautiful and essential halachos of showing proper kavod to a Torah sage, even if he is not one's
own rebbe. Hashem commands us in the Torah to stand up before a zakein, which refers to a wise person who has acquired
Torah wisdom. We will learn the specific guidelines of when and where this obligation applies, such as the requirement to

stand when the sage comes within four cubits, and the places where standing is not appropriate.

We will also see how the Torah protects a person from financial loss, exempting craftsmen fromstanding while they are in the
middle of their work. The chapter also guides the sages themselves on how to conduct themselves with deep humility,

avoiding putting themselves in a position where they would trouble the tzibbur to stand up for them.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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This balacha establishesthe obligation to show respect and stand up for any Torah scholar, even if be is not one’s primary teacher, assoon as he comes

within four cubits.
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This balacha teaches that standing in honor of a sage is only required in places of respect and when it does not cause financial loss, and forbids evading

this mitzvah by closing one's eyes.
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| A Torah scholar must not intentionally make himself visible ro the public in order to force them to stand up in his honor.
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| The Rambam rulesthat riding is halachically equivalent to walking, requiring one to stand up for a Torah scholar who is riding past.
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This halacha outlinesthe respectful formation that disciples must maintain when walking on a journey with their Torab teacher.
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This halacha detailsthe varying distances and protocols for standing in honor of a Torah sage, the head of the court, and the prince of the Sanbedrin.
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This balacha detailsthe protocol for standing when a sage enters, the rules for entering late, and where the children of sages should sit.
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A student who studies constantly before his teacher may only stand for him twice a day so that bis honor does not exceed that of Heaven.
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Halacha 9 - The Obligation to Stand and Show Respect for an Extremely Elderly Person and an Elderly Gentile
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This halacha details the requirement to show physical and verbal respect to any elderly person, regardless of their Torah scholarship or non-Jewish status.
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Halacha 10 - Exemption of Torah Sages from Taxes and Communal Labor and Their Priority in Commerce and Court
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This balacha outlinesthe special exemptions and privileges granted to Torah scholarsto preserve their dignity and honor.
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This halacha emphasizes the gravity of disrespecting Torah scholars, equating it with despising the word of Hashem and warning that it forfeitsone’s

portion inthe World to Come.
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Halacha 12 - The Punishment for Disgracing a Torah Sage and the Laws of Ostracism for His Honor
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This halacha details the severe consequences, including ostracism and monetary fines, for shaming a Torah scholar, and outlines how such a ban islifted.
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Thishalacha delineates the hierarchy of anthority regarding who must respect a ban of ostracism issued by a teacher, a student, a Nast, or a city.
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Halacha 14 - The Twenty-Four Tr ns for Which a Person is Placed Under a Ban of Ostracism
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This balacha lists the twenty-four specific offenses for which the Sages authorize placing an individual under a ban of ostracism.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The halachos in this chapter outline the practical application of honoring Torah scholars, establishing that one must stand
when a sage approaches within four cubits, though this does not apply in places like a bathhouse or toilet. Craftsmen are
exempt from standing while working so they do not suffer financial loss, but one is strictly forbidden to look away to avoid
seeing a sage and escaping the obligation to stand. Finally, the Rambam teaches that a sage should actively avoid troubling
the public to stand for him by taking side routes, that riding is treated the same as walking regarding these laws, and that

when three travel together, the master must walk in the center with the greater student on his right.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah's laws of standing for a talmid chacham contain a profound secret about the inner life of a Jew. The Gemara asks:
whatif you see a sage coming froma distance, and you quickly close your eyes or look at your phone so you can pretend you
didn't see him, thereby avoiding the effort of standing up? No one else on the street knows you saw him. But the Torah
warns: "And you shall fear your God.” Chazal teach that for any mitzvah that is "masur I'lev”, dependent entirely on the

secret thoughts of the heart, the Torah must remind us of yiras Shamayim.

This is the ultimate test of our avodah. It is easy to look like a yarei Shamayim on the outside, where everyone is watching.
But the real measure of a Yid is what happens in those quiet, hidden moments that are "masurI'lev,” where only you and
Hashemknow the truth. When we choose to look away froma spiritual obligation just because we can get away with it, we

are forgetting that Hashem's presence fills the entire world and He sees our innermost thoughts.

Today, make a conscious effort to pass the "masur I'lev” test. When a quiet opportunity arises to do a mitzvah, show respect,

oravoid a small transgression when absolutely nobody else is watching, do it purely for the honor of Hashem.
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