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Learned like the daf; the literal words in bold, flowing with the elucidation

Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we leam the beautiful and essential halachos of showing proper kavod to a Torah sage, even if he is not one's
own rebbe. Hashem commands us in the Torah to stand up before a zakein, which refers to a wise person who has acquired
Torah wisdom. We will learn the specific guidelines of when and where this obligation applies, such as the requirement to

stand when the sage comes within four cubits, and the places where standing is not appropriate.

We will also see how the Torah protects a person from financial loss, exempting craftsmen fromstanding while they are in the
middle of their work. The chapter also guides the sages themselves on how to conduct themselves with deep humility,
avoiding putting themselves in a position where they would trouble the tzibbur to stand up for them.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- The Mitzvah to Respect and Stand Before a Torah Sage
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Every Torah scholar,
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itis a mitzvah to respect him,
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and even though he is not his own teacher,
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as it is said in the Torah in Sefer Vayikra,
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"Before a hoary head you shall rise, and you shall respect the face of anelder.”
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An elder, this refers to one who has acquired wisdom.
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And from when is one obligated to stand before him?
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From when he approaches within four cubits of him,
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and the obligation to stand remains until he passes frombefore his face.

Halacha 2 - Exemption from Standing in Bathhouses and During Melacha
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We do not stand before him, the Torah scholar,
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not ina bathhouse and not ina bathroom, because these are places where showing honor is inappropriate,
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as it is said in the Torah (Vayikra 19:32), "You shall rise and you shall honor,"
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which teaches that the Torah only obligated a rising that has in it honor, which excludes these undignified places.
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And craftsmen are not obligated to stand before Torah scholars

INIR2R2 PROIYY NyY2

at the time that they are occupied with their work,
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as it is said, "You shall rise and you shall honor";
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just as the "honoring" mentioned in the verse is something that does not involve a financial loss,
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50 too, the obligation of "rising" is only that which does not involve a financial loss, and craftsmen would lose money by

interrupting their work.
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And from where do we know that a person may not shut his eyes from the scholar

%327 ThY? KPW 7Y N7 NP 01D

in order that he will not see him, so that he will not have to stand before him?
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As it is said at the end of that same verse, "And you shall fear your God."
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Behold, any matter that is given over to the heart—meaning, a hidden motive that only the person himself knows—
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it is said concerning it, "And you shall fear your God," because Hashem knows the true thoughts of the hear.

Halacha 3 - A Sage Avoiding Troubling the Public to Stand for Him
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Itis not proper for a sage that he trouble the people
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and direct himself to them in order that they stand before him,
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rather he should go by a short way
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and intending that they not see him,
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in order that he not trouble them to stand.
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And the Sages would go around and walk by the outer way,
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where those who recognize them are not found there,
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inorder that they not trouble them to stand up for them.

Halacha 4 - One Who Rides is Considered Like One Who Walks Regarding Standing
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One who rides on an animal, behold he is like one who walks on foot regarding the laws of showing honor,
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and just as we are obligated to stand before one who walks by,
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so too we stand before one who rides by.

Halacha 5 - The Order of Walking on the Way for a Master and His Disciples
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Three Torah scholars who were walking on the way should arrange themselves so that
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the master walks in the middle,
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the greater of the two disciples walks on his right,
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and the lesser disciple walks on his left.

Halacha 6 - Laws of Standing in Deference to a Sage, Av Beis Din, and Nasi
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One who sees a sage
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does not have to stand before him
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until he reaches within four cubits of him.
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And once he has passed by, the onlooker sits down again.
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If he saw the Av Beis Din,
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he stands before him from when he sees him from afar, as soon as he is within the fullness of his eyes' sight,
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and he does not sit until he passes behind him four cubits.
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If he saw the Nasi,
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he stands before him as soon as he is within the fullness of his eyes' sight,
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and he does not sit until the Nasi sits in his place,
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or until he is hidden from his eyes.
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And the Nasi who forgave his honor,

5amm §7923

his honor is forgiven.
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When the Nasi enters the Beis Medrash,
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all the people stand,
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and they do not sit until he says to them, "sit."
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When the Av Beis Din enters,
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they make for him two rows of people,

TN2M1 INDR 1 TR




and they stand from here and from here on either side,
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until he enters and sits in his place,
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and the rest of the people sit in their places.

Halacha 7 - Showing Honor to a Sage Upon Entering the House of Study
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Regarding a sage who enters a study hall or a gathering,
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everyone whom he reaches within four cubits of distance stands before him out of respect.
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As he walks by, one stands and one sits—meaning, as he moves along, those he has passed may sit down while those he

approaches must stand—
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and this process continues until he enters and sits in his own designated place.
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The sons of sages and the disciples of sages,
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at a time that the public needs them to teach or to clarify a halachic matter,
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may leap over the heads of the people who are sitting on the floor and enter to their place, and we do not worry about them

appearing haughty.
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And it is not praiseworthy for disciples of sages that they should enter last, as this forces the congregation to stand up for

themand disrupts the learning.
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Ifa disciple went out for a personal need, he may return to his place even if it requires stepping over others.
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The sons of sages who sit before their father, at a time that there is in them understanding to listen and comprehend the

Torah being taught,
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turn their faces toward their father to show himrespect and to learn from him.
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But if there is not in them understanding to listen and follow the shiur,
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they turn their faces toward the people, so they do notappear to be ignoring their father's teaching.

Halacha 8 - Limiting the Standing for a Constant Teacher to Avoid Exceeding the Honor of Heaven
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A student who is sitting before his teacher constantly, learning from himall day,
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is not permitted to stand before him every single time the teacher enters or exits,
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except morning and evening only,
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so that his honor should not be greater than the honor of Heaven, as a person only accepts the yoke of Hashem's

sovereignty twice a day when reciting the Shema.

Halacha 9 - The Obligation to Stand and Show Respect for an Extremely Elderly Person and an Elderly Gentile
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One who is anelder exceedingly advanced in age,
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even though he is notasage,
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we stand before him.
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And even the sage who is young
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stands before the elder exceedingly advanced in age.
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But he is not obligated to stand his full height,

47707 272 K7

rather only enough to honor him.
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And evenanelder non-Jew,
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we honor him with words
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and we give to him a hand to support him,

"R AW C32n” MY

as it is said, "Before a white-haired person youshall rise,"
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which teaches that any white-haired personis implied.

Halacha 10 - Exemption of Torah Sages from Taxes and Communal Labor and Their Priority in Commerce and Court
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Disciples of Sages are not to go out themselves
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to perform with all the community in building and digging of the city and the like of them,
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in order that they not be disgraced in the presence of the common people.

DIYWI 1IPNY MRINT 12227 100 P28 1N

And they do not collect from them for the building of the wall and the repair of the gates
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and the wages of the watchmen and the like of them, and not for the gift of the king.
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And they do not obligate them to give the tax,
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whether a tax which is fixed upon the residents of the city

YORI WK 2D DY 298P RITW OR 102

whether a tax which is fixed upon every man and man,
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as it is said in Hoshea 8:10, "Even though they give among the nations now I will gather them and they shall begina

little from the burden of king and officers."
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And likewise, if there was merchandise to a disciple of a Sage,
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they allow him to sell first,
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and they do not allow anyone from the people of the market to sell until that sells he.
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And likewise, if there was to him a lawsuit
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and he was standing among many litigants,
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they bring forward him and they seat him to have his case heard first.

Halacha 11 - The Severe Probibition of Disgracing Torah Sages and Its Consequences
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Itisa great sin to disgrace the Sages or to hate them.
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Yerushalayim was not destroyed until they disgraced Torah scholars init,
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as it is said in the pasuk, "And they were mocking the messengers of God, and despising His words, and scoffing at His
prophets.”
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Meaning to say, they were despising the teachers of His words.
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And likewise, this which the Torah said, "If you despise My statutes,"
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means that you despise the teachers of My statutes.
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And anyone who disgraces the Sages has no portion in the World to Come,
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and behold, he is included in the category of the pasuk, "For he has despised the word of Hashem."

Halacha 12 - The Punishment for Disgracing a Torah Sage and the Laws of Ostracism for His Honor
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Even though one who disgraces a Torah sage has no portion in the World to Come because of the severity of his sin,
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if witnesses came and testified that he disgraced him, even merely with words, he is obligated to receive ostracism for his

behavior,
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and the court places him under the ban in public,
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and they fine hima litra of gold in every place, and they give it to the sage as compensation for his humiliation.
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And one who disgraces the sage with words, even after the sage's death,
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the court places himunder the ban, and they release him from the ban when he re turns in repentance.

ININ 1°7°NR 1R PN QonNn M aN 5;8

But if the sage was alive, they do not release him
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until he appeases this one whom they banned him for his sake.
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And so, the sage himself has the authority to place under the ban, for his own honor, an ignoramus who acted

outrageously against him,
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and there is no need foreither witnesses or a warning before doing so.
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And they do not release the ban for him until he appeases the sage.
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And if the sage died before releasing him, three people come and release it for him.
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And if the sage wished to forgive him and did not ban him, the permission is in his hand to do so, asa sage may forgo his

own honor.

Halacha 13 - The Laws of a Ban Issued by a Teacher, Student, Nasi, or City
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The teacher who banned someone for his own honor,

STIR2TIAMY Pen e TRbn b2

all of his students are obligated to practice the laws of ban with the banned person.
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But in the case of a student who banned someone for the honor of himself,
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the teacher is not obligated to practice with him the laws of ban.
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But all of the people other than the teacherare obligated to practice with him the laws of ban.
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And so too,one banned to a Nasi is banned to all of Yisrael.
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However, one banned to all of Yisrael is not banned to the Nasi.
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One banned to his own city is banned to another city.
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But one banned to another city is not banned to his own city.

Halacha 14 - The Twenty-Four Transgressions for Which a Person is Placed Under a Ban of Ostracism
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In what circumstances are these words said? Only regarding

DR21 TR MAY Py IMTIY n3

one whom they banned for the fact that he disgraced disciples of sages.
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But as for one whom they banned for other matters that are liable upon them banishment,
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even if banned him the smallest person in Israel,
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is obligated the Nasi and all Israel to behave toward him with banishment,
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until he returns in repentance from the matter that they banned him for its sake, and they release him.
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For twenty and four matters they bana person,
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whether a man or a woman.
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And these they are:
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1. One who disgraces the sage, and even after his death.
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2.0One who disgraces a messenger of the house of law.
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3. One who calls his fellow a slave.

N2 RD11RT 97 99321177 102 D Y o T

4. One whom they sent to him fromthe house of law, and they set for hima time, and not he came.
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5.One who treats with disrespect one of the words of Sages, and there is no need to say regarding the words of
Torah.

6. One who did not accept upon himself the judgment, they ban him until he gives what he owes.
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7.0ne who has in his domain a thing that damages, such as a dog thatisbad, or aladder that is ricke ty, they ban him

until he removes his damage.
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8. One who sells land of his to a worshiper of stars, they ban him until he accepts upon himself all accidental damage

that will come from the worshiper of stars to Israel his fellow, the owner of the boundary.
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9. One who testifies against an Israelite in courts of worshipers of stars, and extracted from him by his testimony

money that is not according to the law of Israel, they ban him until he pays.
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10. A butcher who is a Kohen who does not separate the gifts and gives them to a Kohen another, they ban him until

he gives them.
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11. One who desecrates the day good second of exiles, even though that it is only a custom.
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12. One who does melacha on the eve of Pesach after midday.
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13. One who mentions the Name of Heaven in vain, or for an oath in words of nonsense.
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14. One who brings the many to a situation of desecration of the Name.
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15. One who brings the many to the eating of sacrificial foods outside the Beis HaMikdash.
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16. One who calculates years and establishes months outside of the Land of Isracl.
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17. One who causes to stumble the blind by placing a spiritual or physical obstacle before them.
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18. One who prevents the many from performing a mitzvah.
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19. A butcher from whom went out non-kosher meat from under his hand.
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20. A butcher who did not inspect his knife before a sage.
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21. One who hardens himself intentionally to bring about a wasteful emission.
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22.One who divorced his wife and made between himand between her a partnership or business dealings that bring

them to interact, this one with this one; when they come to the house of law, they ban them.
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23. A sage whose reputation is bad.
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24. One who bans whoever is not liable to banishment.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The halachos in this chapter outline the practical application of honoring Torah scholars, establishing that one must stand
when a sage approaches within four cubits, though this does not apply in places like a bathhouse or toilet. Craftsmen are
exempt from standing while working so they do not suffer financial loss, but one is strictly forbidden to look away to avoid
seeing a sage and escaping the obligation to stand. Finally, the Rambam teaches that a sage should actively avoid troubling
the public to stand for him by taking side routes, that riding is treated the same as walking regarding these laws, and that

when three travel together, the master must walk in the center with the greater student on his right.

.'IW;?:? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah's laws of standing for a talmid chacham contain a profound secret about the inner life of a Jew. The Gemara asks:
what if you see a sage coming froma distance, and you quickly close your eyes orlook at your phone so you can pretend you
didn't see him, thereby avoiding the effort of standing up? No one else on the street knows you saw him. But the Torah
warns: "And you shall fear your God.” Chazal teach that for any mitzvah that is "masur I'lev”, dependent entirely on the

secret thoughts of the heart, the Torah must remind us of yiras Shamayim.

This is the ultimate test of our avodah. It is easy to look like a yarei Shamayim on the outside, where everyone is watching.
But the real measure of a Yid is what happens in those quiet, hidden moments that are "masurI'lev,” where only you and
Hashemknow the truth. When we choose to look away froma spiritual obligation just because we can get away with it, we

are forgetting that Hashem's presence fills the entire world and He sees our innermost thoughts.

Today, make a conscious effort to pass the "masurI'lev" test. When a quiet opportunity arises to do a mitzvah, show respect,

oravoid a small transgression when absolutely nobody else is watching, do it purely for the honor of Hashem.
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