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LJ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambam takes us into the awesome reality of how Hashemjudges His creation, showing us how every
single Yid, and indeed the entire world, is constantly balanced on a scale of merits and sins. We will learn how our personal
avodah is never just about ourselves, but how a single mitzvah or, chas v'shalom, a single sin can tip the scales for the whole

world.

We will also explore the deep meaning of the shofar's call on Rosh HaShanah, which rouses our neshamos from slumber to do
teshuvah. The Rambam guides us through the special custom of klal Yisrael to increase in tzedakah, mitzvos, and heartfelt
tefillos during the Aseres Yemei Teshuvah, and explains the beautiful ways in which Hashem, in His great mercy, reckons and

forgives our misdeeds.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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This balacha explains bow individuals, countries, and the entire world are judged as righteous, wicked, or intermediate based on the balance of their

merits and sins.
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etc.  itisgreat because and Amorah Sodom the outcry of 20 18 Bereishis as it is said

perishes
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man the wickedness of greatwas that Hashem And Hesaw S 6 Bereishis asitissaid are destroyed
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their magnitude accordingto  but and the sins the merits  the number of according to isnot this And weighing
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there was found Because 13 14 I  Melachim asitissaid sins several against thatitis a merit There is
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This balacha explains that judgment is based on the qualitative weight of one’s deeds, which only Hashem can truly measure, rather than a simple
numerical count.
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Halacha 3 - Regretting Past Mitzvos and the Annual Weighing of Merits on Rosh HaShanah
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he did if HaKippurim  Yom until him  they suspend and the Beinoni  for death issealed wicked
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for death is sealed not and if for life is sealed teshuvah

This balacha teaches that regretting one's past good deeds nullifies their merit, and explains how every person's deeds are weighed annually on Rosh

HaShanabh.
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Halacha 4 - The Allusion of the Shofar and Tipping the Scales of the World to Merit
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behold  one asin  ifhe sinned isguilty and half ofit is meritorious halfofit the world all  and likewise
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for himself and caused  guilt  to the scale of entirely  the world all and — himself — he tipped
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25 10 Proverbs asitissaid andsalvation deliverance and forthem for himself and caused merit to the scale of
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the world all — tipped who acted righteously this the world" is the foundation of "And a righteous man
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Yom and until HaShanah fromRosh with mitzvos and to occupy good and in deeds in charity
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The Rambam explains the spiritual wake-up call of the shofar and how every individual’s actions can tip the balance of the entire world during the Ten

Days of Repentance.
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This halacha explains how God calculates an individual’s and a community s sins and merits, and affirms that all of Iirael and the righteous of the

nations have a portion in the World to Come.
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his foreskin  and one who extends the evil tongue and mastersof  blood

| This halacha lists the categories of severe sinners whose souls are cut off and who forfeit their portion in the World to Come.
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for the world and there isnot  a God  there that there is not one who says Minim who are called are Five
TIRTY NP R DMWY 1T DAN BmIm oY whw aminm Lo
and one who says more or two they are  but aruler  there thatthereis and one who says a ruler
TWIRT 191 .Mmn by3r maa NIY DIN TN 7930 oY v
one who says and likewise form and possessor of a body thatHeis  but one Master there that there is
P 9N 299D 7RIV 13y JBBD My 1IN 7D S1NW
constellation  or astar  one whoserves and likewise of everything and Creator the First alone  that He is not
Bo .oomPiyn 7i2n P2y 2 pobn nva? 1D inhan
every the worlds the Master of and between between him an intermediary to be in order and other than it
O NI APN wnnn TN
aMin heis these of these five one

This halacha defines the five specific theological errors regarding the existence, unity, incorporeality, and exclusive worship of Hashem that classify a

personasa Min.
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and likewise  the Torah denies thisone behold himself fromthe mouthof said it Moshe  he said
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Tzadok suchas itsspokesmen and one who disputes - thatisoral the Torah anditis itsexplanation one who denies
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the Torah denies  these of these three  one  each

This halacha definesthe three categoriesof individuals classified as Epicursim and the three categories classified as deniers of the Torah.
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This halacha definesthe balachic statusof an apostate regarding a single mitzvah versus one who turns away fromthe entire Torah.
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This halacha definesthe category of those who cause the public to sin, whether through severe or minor transgressions, and whether by force or

persuasion.
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entering and not in their collective  mitzvos doing  and is not Yisrael from the congregation  he is separated
of
»i3 TOND 93772 7297 NPN IDIYN2 maynn NP1 172
of the nations of  like one  in his own way goes but in their fast fasting and not into their distress
nin2y mwiyn o .Nan oRivy pEm 1P PR TR IR IPNDY PN
sins One whodoes tocome inthe world a portion tohim there isnot of them heisnot andasif the earth

9 PR nimnn aRyY 12 nivp nyw 12 ooptimeD e 102

to him there isnot severe ones thathe did whether light ones thathe did whether like Yehoyakim  high  witha hand
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This halacha defines the severe status of those who isolate themselves from the Jewish community’s collective destiny or sin with open defiance against the
Torah.

a| "'1 o] 5_75 1 :1 ”n P 1 N 1-1 : U 9 °1 n U Halacha 12- One Who Betrays a Fellow Jew or His Property to Non-Jews

Anismy IR ST @"Idy 792 iNan aging LUMginl on ohaw

to beat him or tokillhim anon-Jew intothe hand of his fellow one who delivers the informers  are Two
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This halacha defines the two categories of informers who lose their portion in the World to Come by endangering a fellow Jew's life or property.
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his desires and all  himself is for the honor of and his intention  of him and terrified  are afraid and they with force
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This balacha defines the severe transgression of a leader who rulesthe community through fear and intimidation for hisown personal glory rather than
forthe sake of Heaven.
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Jaan 1idp2 Tzonmmm .oo292 vEm Cap atRm
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himself
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whether in public whether inrepentance who returned of them and the like and the apostates  the wicked All
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This balacha lists additional sins that can cause one to lose their portion in the World to Come if they do not repent, while emphasizing that sincere

repentance is always accepted for any sin.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The Rambambegins by defining the categories of Tzaddik, Rasha, and Beinoni based on the balance of merits and sins,
explaining that this reckoning is made not just by number but by the quality and weight of each deed, which only the
Knowing God can measure. He warns that regretting one's past good deeds wipes them out completely, and describes how
the world is judged on Rosh HaShanah, with the Beinoni's verdict hanging in the balance until Yom Kippur. The shofar
serves as a wake-up call to abandon vanity and return to Hashem, prompting us to view ourselves and the world as equally
balanced so that our next deed can bring salvation. Finally, the Rambam details the merciful system of how individual and
communal sins are counted, explaining that while those with serious sins are punished accordingly, every Yid ultimately retains

a portion in the World to Come.

.'IW;?:? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

My dear talmid, look at how the Rambam describes the delicate balance of the world. We often think of our lives as a massive,
unmovable history of who we have been, but the Torah teaches us a completely different reality. At this very moment, you are
standing on a scale that is perfectly balanced, fifty-fifty. Not only you, but the entire world is hanging in the exact same

balance.

This means there is no such thing as an insignificant act. The next small mitzvah you do, the next word of Torah you study,
or the extra tzedakah you give does not just add a drop to the ocean. It has the power to tip the scales for your entire life and

bring salvation to the whole world. Hashem s waiting for your single move to tip the balance to the side of merit.

Conversely, we must protect the good we have already built. The Rambam warns us that regretting our past mitzvos can wash
themaway. We must cherish every good deed we have ever done, holding onto themwith joy and using that momentum to

wake up fromour slumber, just as the shofar calls us to do.

Today, performone small, deliberate mitzvah, whether it is giving a coin to tzedakah, saying a brachah with extra focus, or
learning one halachah, with the conscious intention that this single act is tipping the scale of your life and the entire world to

the side of merit.
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