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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambam takes us to the very foundation of our avodah, establishing the absolute truth of bechirah
chofshis (free will). The Rambam explains that Hashem has granted every single Yid the power to choose his own path,
whether to be a tzaddik like Moshe Rabbeinu or, chas v'shalom, to go astray. There is no pre-decreed destiny forcing our

hand, and we must reject the foolish notions of those who believe our spiritual standing is decided for us at birth.

We will learn how this precious gift of free choice is the very pillar upon which the entire Torah and all the mitzvos stand. The
Rambamshows us how the system of reward and punishment, the calls of the Nevi'im to do teshuvah, and our personal
accountability before Hashemall depend on our ability to choose good over evil. We will also explore how man's free will fits
perfectly into the will of the Creator, Who desired that mankind operate with independent choice.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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| This halacha establishesthe fundamental principle of free will, explaining that every person hasthe autonomy to choose righteousness or wickedness.
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Halacha 2 - The Absolute Free Will of Every Person to Choose Righteousness or Wickedness
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The Rambam explains that every individual possesses complete free will to choose their own moral and spiritual path, refuting the notion of predestined

righteousness or wickedness.




i'l'ﬂj n U b D” D'I Pfi:l .ﬂ'_? 1J° : n’w D Cl U I'HT’T'I : U Halacha 3 - Free Will as a Fundamental Pillar of the Torah and Mitzvos
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This balacha establishesthat free will is a foundational principle of the Torah, proving from verses that Hashem does not compel human actions.
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His desire  and not his Creator the permission of without anything in the world  done and isit tohim handed over
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The Rambam explainsthat if man's actions were predestined, the entire Torah, commandments, and system of reward and punishment would be

completely meaningless.
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Halacha 5 - The Apparent Contradiction Between Divine Omniscience and Human Free Will
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This halacha addresses the classic theological paradox of how man can have free choice if Hashem already knowsthe future, explaining that Divine

knowledge is beyond human comprebension.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The Rambambegins by establishing that free will is granted to every human being, allowing us to choose our path on our
own initiative. He strongly refutes the mistaken belief that Hashemdecrees whether a person will be a tzaddik or a rasha at
birth, emphasizing that every person has the potential to be as righteous as Moshe Rabbeinu. Because choice is in our hands,
the sinner is responsible for his own loss, making it proper to mourn for one's sins and return to Hashem through teshuvah.
The Rambam explains that free will is a fundamental pillar of the Torah and mitzvos; without it, commands, warnings,
rewards, and punishments would have no justice or meaning. He resolves the apparent contradiction of human independence
within Hashem's world by explaining that just as Hashem willed nature to follow physical laws, He willed that man should
possess free choice and be judged accordingly. Finally, the Rambam introduces the profound tension between Hashem's

foreknowledge and man's free will, noting that the depth of this question is as vast as the sea.

TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

Itis so easy to fall into the trap of blaming our spiritual struggles on our nature, our upbringing, or the way Hashem made us.
We tell ourselves, "I amjust a naturally angry person,” or "I don't have the head for learning.” But the Rambam teaches us a
fundamental pillar of the entire Torah: your spiritual destiny is never locked in. You are not forced by any decree or natural
trait to be who you were yesterday. At this very moment, you have the exact same capacity to choose greatness as the greatest

tzaddikim.

This means that the key to your avodah is entirely in your hands. When we realize that Hashem does not force our choices,
we stop looking for excuses and start looking for ways to grow. If we made a mistake, we don't have to stay down; the same

free will that allowed us to slip is the very tool we use to choose to stand back up and return to Him.

Today, catch yourself when you start to say "that's just who I am” about a negative habit or a missed mitzvah. Pause, remind
yourself that Hashemgave you the power to choose otherwise, and make one small, conscious decision to act differently

than your habit dictates.
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