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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambam takes us to the very foundation of our avodah, establishing the absolute truth of bechirah
chofshis (free will). The Rambam explains that Hashemhas granted every single Yid the power to choose his own path,
whether to be a tzaddik like Moshe Rabbeinu or, chas v'shalom, to go astray. There is no pre-decreed destiny forcing our

hand, and we must reject the foolish notions of those who believe our spiritual standing is decided for us at birth.

We will learn how this precious gift of free choice is the very pillar upon which the entire Torah and all the mitzvos stand. The
Rambamshows us how the system of reward and punishment, the calls of the Nevi'im to do teshuvah, and our personal
accountability before Hashemall depend on our ability to choose good over evil. We will also explore how man's free will fits
perfectly into the will of the Creator, Who desired that mankind operate with independent choice.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- Free Will is Granted to Every Human Being to Choose Good or Evil
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Free will is given to every person by Hashem.
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If he desires to turn himself to a good path and to be arighteous person, the choice is in his hand to do so.
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And if he desires to turn himself to an evil path and to be a wicked person, the choice is in his hand as well.
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This is what is written in the Torah in Sefer Bereishis: "Behold, the man has become like unique from us, to know good

and evil."
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Meaning to say, behold, this species of man has become singular in the world,
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and there is no second species resembling him in this matter,
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that he should be, on his own, with his own knowledge and with his own thought, knowing the good and the evil,
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and doing all that he desires,
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and there is no one who can prevent him from doing the good or the evil.
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And since it is so, the Torah warns: "lest he stretch out his hand"” and take from the Tree of Life.

Halacha 2 - The Absolute Free Will of Every Person to Choose Righteousness or Wickedness
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Do notlet pass in your thought this matter
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which the fools of the nations of the world and the majority of the unformed of the children of Yisrael say,
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that the Holy One, blessed be He, decrees upona person from the beginning of his creation to be righteous or

wicked.
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The matter is notso;
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rather, every personis fit to be righteous like Moshe our teacher, or wicked like Yerovam,
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orwise or foolish, or merciful or cruel, or miserly or generous,
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and so too the rest of all the character traits.
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And there is no one who forces him, and He does not decree upon him,
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and there is no one who pulls him to one of the two paths;
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rather, he, from himself and from his own mind, inclines to whichever path that he wishes.
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This is what Yirmeyahu said in Eichah 3:38, "From the mouth of the Most High will not go forth the evils and the
good."
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Meaning to say, the Creator does not decree upona personto be good, and not to be evil.
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And since it is so, it turns out that this sinner, he caused loss to himself.
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And therefore, it is proper for him to weep and to lament over his sins,
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and over what he did to his soul and how he dealt it evil.
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This is what is written after it in Eichah 3:39, "What should a living man complain,” etc.

117772 10T PORIT MmN T

And he returned and said: Since our authority is in our hands,
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and from our own mind we did all the evils,
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itis proper for us to return in repentance and to abandon our wickedness, since the authority now is in our hands.
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This is what is written after it in Eichah 3:40, "Let us search our ways and let us examine, and let us return,” etc.

Halacha 3 - Free Will as a Fundamental Pillar of the Torah and Mitzvos
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And this matter is a great principle of our faith,
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and it is the pillar of the Torah and the mitzvah,
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as it is said in Devarim 30:15, "See, I have set before you today life” and good, and death and evil.
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And it is written in Devarim 11:26, "See, I set before you today a blessing and a curse.”
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Meaning to say, that the permission is in your hands to choose whichever path you wish,
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and anything that a person desires to do from the actions of human beings, he does through his own free will,
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whe ther they are good deeds or whether they are evil deeds.
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And because of this matter, it is said by Hashemin Devarim 5:26, "Who will give and it would be that this heart of theirs

remains to them” to fear Me and keep My mitzvos always.
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Meaning to say, that the Creator does not force human beings to actin a certain way,
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and does not decree upon them to do good orevil,
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rather, everything is handed over to them to decide for themselves.

Halacha 4 - Free Will and Divine Justice in Reward and Punishment
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If God were decreeing upon man to be righteous or wicked,
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or if there were there some thing that draws man by the essence of his nature to a path from the paths,
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or to a mindset from the mindsets, or to a character trait from the character traits, or to an action from the actions,
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as invent from their hearts the fools, the astrologers of the heavens,
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how would He command us by the hands of the prophets,"do so and do notdo so,
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improve your ways and do not go after your wickedness”,
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and he, from the beginning of his creation, already was decreed upon him,
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or his nature draws him to a thing that is impossible to move from it?
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And what place would there be for all of the Torah entirely?
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And by what law and what justice is exacted punishment from the wicked, or He pays reward to the righteous?
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"Shall the Judge of all the earth not do justice?”
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And do not wonder and say, "how will be man doing all that he desires, and will be his deeds handed over to him?
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And is it done in the world anything without the permission of his Creator and not His desire?
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And the verse says, 'all which desired Hashem He did in the heavens and in the earth'."
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Know that everything according to His desire is done, and even though that our deeds are handed over to us.
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Howso?
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Just as the Creator desired to be the fire and the wind rising upward,
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and the water and the earth descending downward, and the sphere revolving in a circle,
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and so the rest of the creations of the world to be according to their custom that He desired for it,
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so He desired to be man, his authority in his hand, and all his deeds handed over to him,
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and not will there be for him not forcing and not drawing,

iy 910 oTRIY P2 niy PRI IY 1NIY ARYT21 IN8YR NI RPN

TTT Y

rather he on his own, and with his intellect that gave to him God, does all that man is able to do.

iy 9% NI 1737 79707

Therefore, they judge himaccording to his deeds;
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if he did good, they do good to him, and if he did evil, they do evil to him.
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It is what the prophet says, "from your hand was this to you",
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and "also they chose their own ways".
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And regarding this matter said Shlomo, "rejoice, young man, in your youth”,
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"and know that for all these will bring you God to judgment”.
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Meaning to say, know that there is in your hand power to do, and in the future you are to give the judgment.




Halacha S - The Apparent Contradiction Between Divine Omniscience and Human Free Will
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Perhaps you will say in your heart:
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and is it not the case that The Holy One, blessed He, knows all what that will be in the future?
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And before that it is, He knows that this one will be righteous or wicked, or does He not know?
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If He knows that he will be righteous, then itis impossible that he will not be righteous, for otherwise Hashem's

knowledge would be incorrect;
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and if you say that He knows that he will be righteous, and yet it remains possible that he will be wicked,
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behold, He did not know the matter on its clarity!
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Know that the answer of this question is longer than the earth in measure, and broader than the sea,
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and how many principles great and mountains lofty are dependent on it.
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But you need to know and to understand in this matter that I say:
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Already we explained in chapter second from the Laws of Foundations of the Torah
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that The Holy One, blessed He, does not know froma knowledge that is outside from Him,
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like human beings, who they and their knowledge are two separate entities.
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Rather, He, may He be exalted His name, and His knowledge are one.

272 2y My 2T I 17I0) BTN PY iRYT XY

And there is no knowledge of man able to comprehend this matter on its clarity.
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And just as there is no strength in man to comprehend and to find the truth of the Creator,
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as it is said, 'for not cansee Me the man and live,
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so there is no strength in man to comprehend and to find the knowledge of the Creator.
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He is what the prophetsaid, 'For not My thoughts are your thoughts, and not your ways are My ways.'
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And since that so it s, there is no in us strength to know
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how knows The Holy One, blessed He, all the creations and the deeds.
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But we know without doubt
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that the action of the man is in the hand of the man,
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and there is no The Holy One, blessed He, pulling him, and not decreeing upon him to do so.
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And notbecause of the tradition of the religion alone is known this matter,
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rather with proofs clear from the words of wisdom.
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And because of this, it is said in prophecy that they judge — the man for his deeds,
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according to his deeds, if good and if bad.
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And this is the principle that all the words of the prophecy are dependent on it.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The Rambambegins by establishing that free will is granted to every human being, allowing us to choose our path on our
own initiative. He strongly refutes the mistaken belief that Hashem decrees whether a person will be a tzaddik or a rasha at
birth, emphasizing that every person has the potential to be as righteous as Moshe Rabbeinu. Because choice is in our hands,
the sinner is responsible for his own loss, making it proper to mourn for one's sins and return to Hashem through teshuvah.
The Rambam explains that free will is a fundamental pillar of the Torah and mitzvos; without it, commands, warnings,
rewards, and punishments would have no justice or meaning. He resolves the apparent contradiction of human independence
within Hashem's world by explaining that just as Hashem willed nature to follow physical laws, He willed that man should
possess free choice and be judged accordingly. Finally, the Rambam introduces the profound tension between Hashem's

foreknowledge and man's free will, noting that the depth of this question is as vast as the sea.

TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

Itis so easy to fall into the trap of blaming our spiritual struggles on our nature, our upbringing, or the way Hashem made us.
We tell ourselves, "I amjust a naturally angry person,” or "I don't have the head for learning.” But the Rambam teaches us a
fundamental pillar of the entire Torah: your spiritual destiny is never locked in. You are not forced by any decree or natural

trait to be who you were yesterday. At this very moment, you have the exact same capacity to choose greatness as the greatest

tzaddikim.

This means that the key to your avodah is entirely in your hands. When we realize that Hashem does not force our choices,
we stop looking for excuses and start looking for ways to grow. If we made a mistake, we don't have to stay down; the same

free will that allowed us to slip is the very tool we use to choose to stand back up and return to Him.

Today, catch yourself when you start to say "that's just who I am" about a negative habit or a missed mitzvah. Pause, remind
yourself that Hashem gave you the power to choose otherwise, and make one small, conscious decision to act differently

than your habit dictates.
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