yTnn 90 - MISHNEH TORAH

"1ORY PID - 2R NisD

oo 00
o o
Learned like the daf; the literal words in bold, flow

ofh o] ]
g with the elucidation

L CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this chapter, the Rambamopens up a window for us to understand the ultimate reward of the righteous, which is the life of
the World to Come (Olam Haba). We will learn about the nature of this spiritual existence, where there is no physical body,

no eating or drinking, but rather the souls of the righteous basking in the radiance of the Shechinah.

We will also learn about the ultimate punishment of the wicked, which is Kares—the complete cutting off and destruction of
the soul. The Rambam guides us to look past the physical desires of this world and understand that the true, eternal good
waiting for us is entirely spiritual, far beyond any physical pleasure we can comprehend.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- The Hidden Reward of the Righteous and the Spiritual Excision of the Wicked
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The good that is hidden for the righteous in the future
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it is the life of the World to Come,
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and it is the life that there is no death with them,
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and the good that there is no evil with it.
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It is that which is written in the Torah in the verse:
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"so that it will be good to you and you will prolong days."
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From the mouth of the tradition of our Sages, theylearned that this means:
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"so that it will be good to you" refers to the world that is entirely good,
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"and you will prolong days" refers to the world that is entirely long,
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and this is the World to Come.
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The reward of the righteous is that they will merit to this pleasantness
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and they will be in this goodness.
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And the retribution of the wicked is that they will not merit to these lives,
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rather they will be cut off and they will die.
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And anyone who does not merit to these lives
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he is the dead who does not live forever,
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rather he is cut off in his wickedness and perishes like an animal.

MMin2 1207 NN A

And this is the karet written in the Torah,
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as it is said: "surely cut off shall be cut off that soul.”
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From the mouth of the tradition they learned:
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"surely cut off” means in this world, "shall be cut off” means for the World to Come.
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Meaning to say, that that soul which separated from the body in this world
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does not merit to the life of the World to Come,
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rather also from the World to Come it is cut off.

Halacha 2- The Spiritual Existence in the World to Come Without a Physical Body
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In the World to Come, there is no body or physical form,
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but rather, the souls of the righteous alone, without a body, like the ministering angels.
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Since there are no physical forms in it, there is neither eating nor drinking in it,
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nor any of the things that the bodies of human beings need in this world.
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And no thing will occur in it of the things that occur to bodies in this world,
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such as sitting, standing, sleeping, death, sadness, laughter, and the like.
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So said the early Sages in the Gemara, Berachos 17a:
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"The World to Come has in it neither eating, nor drinking, nor marital relations,
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but rather, the righteous sit with their crowns on their heads and delight in the radiance of the Shechinah."
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Behold, it is clarified for you that there is no body there, because there is no eating and drinking there.
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And that which they said, "the righteous sit," they said by way of a riddle;
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meaning to say, the righteous exist there without labor and without toil.
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And likewise, that which they said, "their crowns on their heads,"
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means to say, the knowledge that they knew, because of which they merited the life of the World to Come, is present

with them,
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and it is their crown, similar to the matter that Shlomo said in Shir HaShirim 3:11, "With the crown with which his

mother crowned him."
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And behold, it says in Yeshayah 35:10, "And eternal joy upon their head,”
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and joy is not a physical body that it should rest upon the head.

PP TN IND TR0 1IN TIRY 72

So too, the "crown" that the Sages spoke of here is the knowledge.
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And what is this that they said, "they delight in the radiance of the Shechinah"?
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That they know and comprehend of the truth of the Holy One, blessed be He, that which they could not know while
they were in the dark, lowly body.

Halacha 3 - The Nature of the Soul in the World to Come and the Bond of Life
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Every soul referred to in this matter of the World to Come
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is not the physical soul that needs the body for its existence,
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but rather it is the form of the soul,
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which is the knowledge that it comprehended of the Creator according to its power,
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and its comprehension of the abstract intellects and other works of Hashem
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and it is this form whose nature we explained in chapter fourth of the Laws of the Foundations of the Torah,
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it is that which is called "soul" in this matter.
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These lives, because there is not with themdeath atall—
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since death is only from the occurrences of the body,
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and there is no body there —
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are called "the bond of life,"
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as it is said, "And the soul of my master shall be bound in the bond of life."
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And this is the reward that there is no reward above it,
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and the good that there is no good after it,

:BOR°237 22 M MRNIY XOM

and it is that which all the prophets desired for.




Halacha 4 - The Varions Metaphorical Names for the World to Come
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And how many names were called to it, to the World to Come, by way of metaphor in the words of the Nevi'im:
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the mountain of Hashem,
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and the place of His holiness,
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and the path of the holiness,
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and the courtyards of Hashem,
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and the pleasantness of Hashem,
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and the tent of Hashem,
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and the palace of Hashem,
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and the house of Hashem,
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and the gate of Hashem.
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And the Sages called to it by way of metaphor, for this goodness thatis prepared for the righteous, a feast.
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And they call to it in every place, as its most common name, the World to Come.




Halacha 5 - The Punishment of Kares and the Destruction of the Soul
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The retribution, which there is no retribution greater than it,
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is that the soul will be cut off
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and not merit those lives of the World to Come,
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as it is said in the Torah in Bamidbar 15:31, "Surely cut off shall be cut off that soul, its sin is in it."
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And this destruction
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is what the prophets call, by way of metaphor,
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the pit of destruction, and doom, and Topheth, and the leech,
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and every term of annihilation and destruction they call it,
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because it is the annihilation that there is no arising after it,
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and the loss that does not return forever.

Halacha 6 - The Difference Between Physical Pleasures and the Spiritual Reward of the World to Come
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Lest this goodness should be light in your eyes, and you look down on the spiritual nature of the World to Come,
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and you will imagine that there is no reward for the mitzvos, and no purpose in the being of a person complete in the

paths of truth,
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except for his being able to eat and drink good foods,
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and cohabit with beautiful forms,
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and wear garments of fine linen and embroidery,
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and dwell in tents of ivory,
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and use utensils of silver and gold,
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and things that are similar to these physical pleasures,
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just as these foolish, silly Arabs who are flooded with lewdness imagine in their descriptions of heaven.
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But the Sages and possessors of knowledge know
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that all these things are words of nonsense and vanity,
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and there is no benefit in them in truth,
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and it is not considered a great goodness by us in this world
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except because we are possessors of abody and physical form,
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and all these things are needs of the body,
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and the soul does not desire themor lust for them on its own,
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except because of the need of the body,
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in order that it will find its desire and stand on its health.
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And in a time when there is no body anymore,
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all these things are found to be nullified and irrelevant.
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The great goodness that the soul will have in the World to Come,
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there is no way in this world to grasp it and to know it,
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for we do not know in this world anything except the goodness of the body,

1IN0 18 72

and for it we desire.
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But that goodness is great until very much,
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and there is no comparison to it among the goods of this world except by way of metaphor.
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But by way of truth,
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that we should compare the goodness of the soul in the World to Come with the goods of the body in this world in
food and in drink,
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itis notso.
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Rather, that goodness is great until there is no searching,
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and there is no comparison or likeness to it.
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This is what Dovid said in
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"How abundant is Your goodness which You have hidden for those who fear You," etc.

Halacha 7 - The Incomprebensible Good of the World to Come and Its Distinction from the Messianic Era
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And how much did Dovid yearn and desire for the life of the World to Come!
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As it is said in Tehillim, "Had I not believed to see the goodness of Hashem in the land of the living."
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The earlier Sages have already informed us that the goodness of the World to Come —there is no strength in man to

comprehend it in its clarity,
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and there is no one who knows its greatness, its beauty, and its power except the Holy One, Blessed is He, alone.
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And that all the good things that the prophets prophesy about to Yisrael are only for physical matters,
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which Yisrael will benefit fromin the days of the Mashiach, at the time when sovereignty will re turn to Yisrael.
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But the goodness of the life of the World to Come has no comparison or likeness,
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and the prophets did not describe it, so that they would not diminish it in the imagination of people.
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This is what Yeshayahu said: "No eye has seen, O God, besides You, what He will do for the one who waits for Him."
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Meaning to say, the goodness that the eye of a prophet did not see, and none saw it except God,
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God has made it for the person who waits for Him.
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The Sages said: All the prophets, all of them, did not prophesy except for the days of the Mashiach,
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but as for the World to Come, "no eye has seen, O God, besides You."

Halacha 8 - The Present Existence of the World to Come and the Reason for Its Name
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This that the Sages called it "the World to Come”
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isnot because it is not present now,
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meaning and that this world first perishes and only after that will come that world.
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The matter is notso.
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Rather, behold it is already present and standing,
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as it is said in the pasuk in Tehillim, "which You have hidden for those who fear You, You have made” etc.
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And they did not call it "the World to Come"
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except because those lives come to a person
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after the life of this world that we exist ininbodyand soul,
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and this is that which is found to every person at first.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The Rambam explains that the ultimate reward for the righteous is Olam Haba, a purely spiritual realm where souls exist
without physical bodies, like ministering angels, and delight in the comprehension of Hashem's truth. Conversely, the ultimate
retribution for the wicked is Kares, the complete and permanent obliteration of the soul. The Rambam clarifies that all physical
pleasures are merely needs of the body in this world, and he cautions us not to foolishly imagine Olam Haba as a place of
physical indulgence, as the true spiritual good prepared for the righteous is the greatest possible good, which cannot be fully

grasped while we are bound to a physical body.

WYn? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Rambamis teaching us a fundamental truth that changes how we look at our entire life: the ultimate reward of the
World to Come is not a physical place of eating and drinking, but a state of pure, spiritual connection where we "delight in
the radiance of the Divine Presence.” The "crowns on their heads” refers to the very Torah knowledge and spiritual
awareness we acquire in this world. This means that Olam Haba is not a new world we enter after we die; it is a reality we

build right now through the spiritual vessels we shape within our own souls.

Every time you learn a piece of Torah, performa mitzvah with heart, or choose to overcome a physical temptation for the sake
of Hashem, you are not just earning points for a future payoff. You are actually developing your spiritual senses. You are
building the "crown" of understanding that will allow your soul to bask in Hashem's light forever. If we only train ourselves to

appreciate physical pleasures, we will have no vessels to experience the spiritual beauty of the World to Come.

Today, take five minutes to do one spiritual act, whether learning Torah, saying a brachah with deep intent, or doing a
chesed, solely for the purpose of connecting to Hashem, consciously reminding yourself that you are building your eternal

vessel to experience His closeness.
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