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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambamaddresses a fundamental question that touches the very heart of our avodah: if the ultimate
reward for keeping the mitzvos is the World to Come, and the ultimate punishment for the wicked is karet, why does the
Torah constantly promise us physical rewards in this world for our obedience, and warn us of worldly suffering if we go astray?

We will learn how Hashem manages the physical world to help us succeed in our spiritual journey.

We will also explore the deep yearning of the Jewish people, our Sages, and our prophets for the days of Moshiach. The
Rambam explains that our desire for the Messianic era is not for physical luxury or dominance, but rather for the peace and
freedom to immerse ourselves in Torah and wisdom without distraction, so that we may all merit the life of the World to
Come.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

N; i ﬂ? j 57:! SBU b n ”7.: tZ? ; :j N :1: }j T ’: 9 W |7 tl Halacha 1- The Relationship Between Material Blessings and the World to Come

o8 M7 mALY MIiUM nigR Y TSP oY yTiay amm
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Devarim  asitissaid tocome the world the life of itis inthe Torah  written  Hashem the way of we keep
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not andif 14 26  Vayikra S0 you itwillreach youwilllisten if  entirely the Torah inall of
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plenty suchas  this  inthisworld  the things those andall so toyou it willhappen you will listen
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the things those all  the covenant the wordsof all and the restof and its loss deed and the success of
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there will reach  the Torah  the mitzvot of  all do thatwe and atthe time and they willbe they were  truth
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against them transgress  thatwe and atthe time allof them  this the world  the goods of us
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all  the resolution of it thus but the mitzvot  all  against from one who that is exacted
transgresses

1?;'l N ot Py o ;'lﬂjﬂ ﬂJ:? 103 NI 972 W'ﬁ'fﬁﬂ .0°92713
and anyone itis life atree of this Torah tous gave isHe Blessed the Holy One the things
> M3 MDA MNE TIMA AT YT M2 2:nDn B iy
to the life of throughit merits proper complete  with knowledge and knowsit init thatiswritten all who does
J129T NI ANnon 27 Poyn  PIa D71 .N27 O7iyn
merits he his wisdom  and the abundance of hisdeeds the greatness of and accordingto tocome  the world

WEJ ﬂ;ﬁw;’l i'l?:lmlf: H.TjﬁN TIWY; ENW i'lﬂjﬂ; n°P0am
soul  and with goodness of  with joy it we perform  thatif in the Torah and He promised us

NI Dyieg U270 Y e TOW  Th ngwon My
us that prevent the things all  fromus that He will remove  always  onits wisdom and we meditate
by ub  wEY ama NEPD) 3y mRYm obn tia Apivyn
all  uponus and He will bestow of them and the like and famine and war sickness suchas from performing it
1371 oibw Yot 1130 mina nivy AT NN nipttona nigdwn
and abundance of and peace plenty suchas the Torah  toperform ourhands — that strengthen the goods

17 IS OMAIY 01272 WM D2 poyl  NPW 7D .2 MeR

them  needs thatthe body  withthings ourdays all we will occupy thatnot inorder andgold silver
ourselves
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inorder  the mitzvah and to perform wisdom . tolearn free we will sit  but
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after in the Torah says He and so tocome the world to the life of that we will merit
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forus itwillbe and righteousness 25 6 Devarim this the world  with the goods of that He promised
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and we occupy willingly ~ the Torah we abandon thatif in the Torah He informed us and so etc.
ourselves
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Yeshurun and he grew fat 15 32 Devarim asitissaid like the matter the time with the vanities of
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the world  the goods of all those who abandon from will remove the Truth that the Judge of and kicked
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it is in their wickedness that they will perish in order tocome the world fromacquiring them
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etc. Hashem —  you served not . because 47 28 Devarim in the Torah thatis written
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againstyou Hashem He will send whom your enemies — and you shall serve 48 28  Devarim
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this the pathof  on and the curses  the blessings those all the explanation of it is found
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He bestows ~ Hisway  and you keep with joy Hashem — youserve if meaning to say
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tocome the world to the life of that you will merit  in order in it and to occupy in the Torah to gain wisdom
yourselves
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in the world days and you will prolong good that is entirely in the world for you and it will be good
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good to life the worlds to two of meriting and you are found long that is entirely
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here one acquires not forif tocome the world to the life of that bring this in the world
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for 10 9 Koheles asitissaid he will merit with what tohim there isnot good and deeds wisdom
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— you abandoned and if in the grave  and wisdom  and knowledge and accounting deed there is no
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He brings  of them and the like and licentiousness and with drink with food and you went astray Hashem
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that there will end until the blessings all and He removes these the curses all upon you
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complete abody andnot free aheart toyou there willbe andnot andfear inconfusion yourdays
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and itisfound  tocome  the world fromthe life of thatyou will perish in order the mitzvot  to perform
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This balacha explains that the physical rewards and punishments mentioned in the Torah are not the ultimate reward, but rather conditionsto enable

or hinder our spiritual pursuit of the World to Come.
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Halacha 2 - The Yearning for the Messianic Era and Its Distinction from the World to Come
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asitissaid tohearhim the nations all of and will come Hashem the pathof  them  andinstruct the nation
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which there isnot  the ultimate  and the good entirely the reward allof And the end of the mountains at the head of
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is the Messiah the daysof  but  toCome the World  the life of is ordecrease interruption to it
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The Rambam explainsthat the Sages and prophets yearned for the Messianic era not for material gain, but to study Torah undisturbed, though the

ultimate reward remains the spiritual World to Come.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The Rambam resolves the apparent contradiction regarding Torah rewards by explaining that the physical blessings promised
in this world—such as peace, health, and prosperity—are not the ultimate reward for mitzvos, but rather a divine means to
remove obstacles so we can study Torah and gain the wisdomneeded to merit the World to Come. Conversely, worldly curses
are a form of retribution that deprives the wicked of these conducive conditions, leaving them to forfeit both worlds. This
understanding clarifies why Klal Yisrael and our Sages yearn so deeply for the Messianic era: it will be a time of rest from the
oppression of the nations, allowing us to freely pursue the knowledge of Hashemunder the guidance of Moshiach, a great

prophet and teacher who will instruct the entire world in the ways of Hashem.
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My dear talmid, when you look at the physical blessings the Torah promises us, health, peace, and livelihood, you might think
these are the ultimate goals of our avodah. But the Rambam teaches us a profound secret about how Hashem runs His world:
physical comfort is not your reward; it is your workspace. Hashem promises to clear the obstacles of worry, illness, and
financial stress from your path for one reason only, so that you can have a 'lev panui’, a free and quiet heart, to learn His

Torah and do His mitzvos without distraction.

This means that every moment of ease, every dollar of profit, and every day of good health you are blessed with is actually a
divine vote of confidence. Hashemis saying, 'T amgiving you this peace so you can use it to build your neshama for the
World to Come." If we take those blessings and use them only to indulge in the physical world, we miss the entire point and

risk losing both worlds. Our physical life is the ultimate preparation ground; there is no Torah study or growth in the grave.

Today, look at whatever peace or comfort you have in your life, even a quiet hour ora comfortable room, notjustasa
convenience, but as a holy gift of time and space given to you by Hashem to connect with Him. Use that quiet moment to

learn a halacha or do a chesed with joy.

Takeaway for today: Identify one area of comfort or free time you enjoy today, and consciously dedicate at least five minutes

of that quiet space to learning Torah or doing a mitzvah, recognizing that Hashem gave you this peace specifically for this

purpose.

YUR P12 - NN Ny U711 790 - Navy & Gold - From the Hebrew Source Text HILCHOS TESHUVAH - CHAPTER NINE - 2 HALACHAS




