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Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambamaddresses a fundamental question that touches the very heart of our avodah: if the ultimate
reward for keeping the mitzvos is the World to Come, and the ultimate punishment for the wicked is karet, why does the
Torah constantly promise us physical rewards in this world for our obedience, and warn us of worldly suffering if we go astray?

We will learn how Hashem manages the physical world to help us succeed in our spiritual journey.

We will also explore the deep yearning of the Jewish people, our Sages, and our prophets for the days of Moshiach. The
Rambam explains that our desire for the Messianic era is not for physical luxury or dominance, but rather for the peace and
freedom to immerse ourselves in Torah and wisdom without distraction, so that we may all merit the life of the World to
Come.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- The Relationship Between Material Blessings and the World to Come
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Since it is known that the giving of the reward of the mitzvos, and the goodness that we will merit if we keep the way

of Hashem written in the Torah, is the life of the World to Come,
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as it is said in the Torah, "so that it will be good for you, and you will prolong days."
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And the retribution that is exacted from the wicked who abandoned the paths of righteousness written in the Torah

is karet (spiritual excision),
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as it is said, "surely cut off shall be cut off that soul, its sin is init."
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If so, what is this that is written in all of the Torah entirely: 'if you will listen, it will reach you so,’ and 'if you will not

listen,’ it will happen to youso?
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And all those things promised or warned about are in this world,
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such as plenty and famine, and war and peace, and sovereignty and lowliness, and settlement of the land and exile, and

the success of deed and its loss, and the rest of all the words of the covenant.
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All those things, truth they were and they will be;
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and at the time that we do all the mitzvos of the Torah, there will reach us the goods of this world, all of them;
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and at the time that we transgress against them, there will happen to us the evils written.
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And even thoughitisso, those goods are not the end of the giving of the reward of the mitzvos,
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and not those evils are the end of the retribution that is exacted from one who transgresses against all the mitzvos.
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But thus is the resolution of all the things:
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The Holy One, Blessed is He, gave to us this Torah; a tree of life it is.
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And anyone who does all that is written in it, and knows it with a complete, proper knowledge, merits through it the
life of the World to Come.
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And according to the greatness of his deeds and the abundance of his wisdom, he merits his portion there.
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And He promised us in the Torah that if we perform it with joy and with goodness of soul, and we meditate on its

wisdom always,
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that He will remove from us all the things that prevent us from performing it, such as sickness and war and famine and

the like of them;
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and He will bestow upon us all the goods that strengthen our hands to perform the Torah, such as plenty and peace

and an abundance of silver and gold,
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in order that we will not occupy ourselves all our days with things that the body needs,
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but we will sit free to learn wisdom and to perform the mitzvah, in order that we will merit the life of the World to

Come.
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And so He says in the Torah, after He promised the goods of this world: "And righteousness it will be for us," etc.
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And so He informed us in the Torah that if we abandon the Torah willingly, and we occupy ourselves with the vanities

of the time,
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like the matter as it is said, "And Yeshurun grew fat and kicked,"
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that the Judge of Truth will remove from those who abandon it all the goods of this world, which had strengthened
their hands to kick,
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and He brings upon them all the evils that prevent them from acquiring the World to Come, in order that they will

perish in their wickedness.
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This is what is written in the Torah: "Because you did not serve Hashem," etc., "And you shall serve your enemies

whom Hashem will send against you."
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It is found, then, that the explanation of all those blessings and curses is on this path:
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meaning to say, if you serve Hashem with joy and you keep His way, He bestows upon you these blessings and He

distances the curses fromyou,
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until you will be free to gain wisdom in the Torah and to occupy yourselves in it, in order that you will merit the life
of the World to Come;
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and it will be good for you in the world that is entirely good, and you will prolong days in the world that is entirely

long.
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And you are found meriting two worlds: a good life in this world, which brings to the life of the World to Come.
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Forif one does not acquire here wisdomand good deeds, there is nothing with which he will merit the World to

Come,
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as it is said, "For there is no deed, and accounting, and knowledge, and wisdom in the grave."
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And if you abandon Hashem and go astray in food and in drink and in immorality and the like of them,
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He brings upon you all these curses and He removes all the blessings,
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until your days will end in confusion and fear, and you will not have a free heart nor a whole body to perform the

mitzvos,
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in order that you will perish from the life of the World to Come; and you are found to have lost two worlds.
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Forata time whena personis troubled in this world with sickness and with war and famine,
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he does not occupy himself either with wisdom or with the mitzvos through which we merit the life of the World to

Come.




Halacha 2- The Yearning for the Messianic Era and Its Distinction from the World to Come
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And because of this, all of Israel, including their prophets and their Sages, yearned for the days of the Messiah,
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in order that they may rest from the kingdoms that do not allow them to occupy themselves with the Torah and with

the mitzvos properly.
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And they will find for themselves rest, and they will increase in wisdom, in order that they will merit the life of the
World to Come.
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Because in those days, knowledge, wisdom, and truth will increase,

D YT PINT TSP 03" B X0 YD TNy

as it is said in Yeshayahu 11:9, "For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of Hashem."
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And it is said in Yirmeyahu 31:33, "And they shall no longer teach, every man his brother and every man his fellow

saying, 'Know Hashem,' for they shall all know Me."
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And it is said in Yechezkel 36:26, "And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.”
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Because that king who will arise from the seed of Dovid, a master of wisdom, will be greater than Shlomo,
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and he is a great prophet, close in stature to Moshe our teacher.
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And therefore, he will teach all of the nation and instruct themin the path of Hashem,
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and all of the nations will come to hear him,
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as itis said in Yeshayahu 2:2, "And it shall be in the end of days, that the mountain of the House of Hashem shall be

established at the top of the mountains.”




X271 099y 70 RN T1iYIN PORT AP 1PRY MAINNT N2iwm 192 10D P2 nioy

And the end of all the reward entirely, and the ultimate good which has no interruption or decrease, is the life of the
World to Come.
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But the days of the Messiah is this world, and the world goes onaccording to its custom, except that sovereignty will

return to Israel.
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And already the earlier Sages said, "There is no difference between this world and the days of the Messiah except for

subjugation to the kingdoms alone."

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The Rambam resolves the apparent contradiction regarding Torah rewards by explaining that the physical blessings promised
in this world—such as peace, health, and prosperity—are not the ultimate reward for mitzvos, but rather a divine means to
remove obstacles so we can study Torah and gain the wisdomneeded to merit the World to Come. Conversely, worldly curses
are a form of retribution that deprives the wicked of these conducive conditions, leaving them to forfeit both worlds. This
understanding clarifies why Klal Yisrael and our Sages yearn so deeply for the Messianic era: it will be a time of rest from the
oppression of the nations, allowing us to freely pursue the knowledge of Hashemunder the guidance of Moshiach, a great

prophet and teacher who will instruct the entire world in the ways of Hashem.

TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

My dear talmid, when you look at the physical blessings the Torah promises us, health, peace, and livelihood, you might think
these are the ultimate goals of our avodah. But the Rambam teaches us a profound secret about how Hashem runs His world:
physical comfort is not your reward; it is your workspace. Hashem promises to clear the obstacles of worry, illness, and
financial stress from your path for one reason only, so that you can have a 'lev panui’, a free and quiet heart, to learn His

Torah and do His mitzvos without distraction.

This means that every moment of ease, every dollar of profit, and every day of good health you are blessed with is actually a
divine vote of confidence. Hashemis saying, 'T amgiving you this peace so you can use it to build your neshama for the
World to Come." If we take those blessings and use them only to indulge in the physical world, we miss the entire point and

risk losing both worlds. Our physical life is the ultimate preparation ground; there is no Torah study or growth in the grave.

Today, look at whatever peace or comfort you have in your life, even a quiet hour or a comfortable room, not just as a
convenience, but as a holy gift of time and space given to you by Hashem to connect with Him. Use that quiet moment to

learn a halacha or do a chesed with joy.

Takeaway for today: Identify one area of comfort or free time you enjoy today, and consciously dedicate at least five minutes
of that quiet space to learning Torah or doing a mitzvah, recognizing that Hashemgave you this peace specifically for this

purpose.
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