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L CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this final chapter of Hilchos Teshuvah, the Rambam brings us to the very pinnacle of our avodah: serving Hashem out of
pure love, ahavas Hashem. We learn the profound difference between serving out of fear of punishment or desire for reward

—which is the level of children and beginners—and serving Hashem simply because He is the Master and His Torah is truth.

The Rambam paints a breathtaking picture of what true love of Hashemlooks like, comparing it to a deep, constant
lovesickness where a person’s mind is never diverted from his beloved. We will see how this ultimate level is reached, how we
must guide simple people and children toward it gradually, and how ourlove for Hashemis entirely dependent on our

knowledge and understanding of Him.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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in its wisdom  and occupying nyself  the Torah  the mitzvos of performing behold Iam a person say Do not
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the world  the life of thatI will merit in order or init thatare written the blessings  all  thatI will receive in order
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that I will be saved in order against them the Torah  thatwarned  the transgressions from and I will separate to come
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the world  from the life of I will be cutoff thatnot inorder or in the Torah thatare written the curses  from
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this the way in  for one whoserves  this the way in Hashem — toserve  fitting Itisnot tocome
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and do not the wise the level of and not  the prophets  the level of anditisnot fromfear serves he

PRIy DOLURT DUWIT YINT By NN M T PV M oUTRiy
whomwe train and the minors and the women  people  common except this the way in  Hashem serve
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from love and they will serve  their knowledge that will increase until  fromfear  toserve them

The Rambam explains that serving Hashem solely to receive reward or avoid punishment is a lower level of service, characteristic of minors and the

unlearned, whereas the ultimate goalis to serve Him out of pure love.
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not wisdom in the paths of and walks and in the mitzvos in the Torah occupies himself outoflove One who serves
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the good  toinherit inorder andnot the evil fearof  because of and not in the world any thing because of
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And level Dbecause ofit willcome the good and ultimately  truth thatitis because the truth  he does  rather
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Avraham  isthe level of and it it merits wise man every and not  very great isa level it this
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outoflove  except heserved thatnot because Hislover isHe Blessed the Holy One whomcalled him our father
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asitissaid ~ Moshe the hand of by isHe Blessed the Holy One init thatcommandedus isthelevel Andit
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Hashem — aperson thatloves And atthe time your God Hashem — Andyoushalllove S 6 Devarim
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outoflove  the mitzvos all of he will perform immediately thatis proper witha love

This halacha defines the supreme level of serving Hashem purely out of love for the truth, rather than out of fear of punishment or desire for reward.

ﬂ""! "W 19 ’w b W 7:1 1'l21 N-i :j EW :j n ; US 9 -f A Halacha 3 - The Proper Measure of Loving Hashem and the Parable of Shir HaShirim

TN TRITR MANAN 'MONN 2ONW NI UTINTT M2ONT NOm 730D

exceeding great alove Hashem —  thathe should love itis that is proper the love is And how
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always  withit obsessed and he is found Hashem in the love of boundup  hissoul thatwillbe untl very strong
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and he woman that from the love of  is free his mind  that not love the sickness of sick with asif
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eats thathe atthe time whether in hisrising whether in hissitting whether always withher isobsessed
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withit obsessed those who love Him in the heart of Hashem the love of shallbe than this more  and drinks
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said  is what Shlomo and this yoursoul and withall yourheart withall He commanded us justas always
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Shir andallof amlI love sick with  for five two  HaShirim Shir ~ parable by way of
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this  for the matterof  itis aparable = HaShirim

The Rambam defines the ultimate love of Hashem as a constant, consuming passion, comparing it to a lovesick person whose thoughts never wander from

their beloved.
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thatI willbe for the sake ~ Torah  learning behold I am you will say lest the first the Sages said
X217 09iy2 "0 PapRY  DUawiaz v2n NApNY Dhawa vy
the coming in the world reward thatI will receive for the sake Rabbi thatI will be called for the sake rich
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not do whichyou that all Hashem — to love 13 11 Deuteronomny says the teaching
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and not greatly he desires in His mitzvos  the Sages said and further  from love except shall you do
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to the understanding of commanding the Sages the greatof were andso His mitzvos in the reward of

397 DY DUWRYRD 0°72YD 1IN PN TINN2 ORI aPTeedn

the Master — who serve like servants be donot in private  and their wise ones their students
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from love serve  meaning tosay toserve Him itisfitting the Master thatHeis because rather etc.

The Sages taught that Torah study and mitzvah observance must be motivated by love for Hashem rather than a desire for wealth, honor, or reward in

the World to Come.
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upon him will come thatnot inorder or reward toreceive inorder withthe Torah who occupies himself Anyone

No M3 opoiyn B3 .mawh Nvw poly M a7 naayns

not withit who occupies himself and anyone for its sake not one is occupying this behold retribution

himself
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Who commanded the earth  all  the Master of the love of because of  but reward toreceive and not out of fear
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always the Sages  And they said foritssake withit one is occupying this behold it
himself
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for its sake not for from within for its sake not and even  with the Torah a person should occupy himself
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and the generality of the women and — the children — — when we teach  Therefore  toitssake he comes
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reward toreceive andinorder outoffear toserve except them teach we donot the common people
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secret tothem  we reveal extra with wisdom  and they will grow wise their knowledge will increase until

MNP Ty nmI2 M oTayh niN pRham vyn vyn mom

and they know it they grasp it until gently this to matter them and we accustom by little little  this
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— out of love and they serve Him

| The Rambam explainsthe transition from serving God out of fear and for reward to serving Him purely out of love.
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of inthe heart  is bound isHe Blessed the Holy One the love of thatnot andclear known A matter
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fromit  except isinthe world that all andabandons asisfitting constantly withit he is obsessed until a person
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the Holy One love one doesnot  yoursoul and withall yourheart withall andsaid He commanded justas
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willbe  the knowledge - andaccordingto that he knows Him with the knowledge except isHe Blessed
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himself  todedicate the person  needs therefore much much  andif little little if the love
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his Creator —  tohim that make known and understandings  in wisdoms  and to comprehend to understand
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in the Laws of we explained justas andtograsp tounderstand ina person thatthere is the capacity according to
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the Torah  the Foundations of

The Rambam explainsthat true love of Hashem requires constant devotion and isdirectly proportional to one’s intellectual comprebension of the

Creator.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The Rambam begins by explaining that serving Hashem for the sake of receiving blessings, meriting Olam Haba, or escaping
punishment is considered serving out of fear, which is only appropriate as a training stage for women, children, and common
people. The true path, exemplified by Avraham Avinu, is serving out of love—doing what is true simply because it is true. This

love must be so intense that one's soul is constantly bound up in it, as described metaphorically in Shir HaShirim. While the




Sages emphasize that one should always engage in Torah and mitzvos even shelo lishmah (not for His sake) because it
eventually leads to lishmah, the ultimate goal is to serve solely out of love for the Creator. Finally, the Rambam rules that this
love can only take root in the heart in proportion to one's knowledge of Hashem, meaning a person must dedicate himself to

understanding and contemplating the wisdom of his Creator.

.'ItZN?:? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

My dear talmid, it is so easy to fall into the habit of keeping mitzvos like a business transaction. We do the ratzon of Hashem
because we want the brachos, or because we are afraid of what will happen if we do not. But the Rambam s opening our eyes
to a breathtaking truth: the ultimate goal of our avodah is to serve Hashem out of pure, burning love, simply because He is
our Creator and His truth is the ultimate truth. This is the level of Avraham Avinu, a love so deep that it is compared to being

lovesick, where a person’s mind is constantly bound up with Hashemin everything they do.

How do we reach such a high level? The Rambam gives us the key: love is the child of knowledge. You cannot truly love
someone you do not know. The more you dedicate yourself to understanding Hashem's wisdom, looking at His creation,
and learning His Torah, the more your heart will naturally catch fire with love for Him. Itis a gradual process, a 'secret’ we

integrate bit by bit, moving fromserving for reward to serving for the sake of the Beloved.

Today, when you performa mitzvah or sit down to learn, pause for just ten seconds before you begin. Instead of doing it out
of habit or for a personal benefit, say to yourself: 'Tamdoing this purely because I love Hashemand want to connect to His

truth.’
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