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Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this opening perek of Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah, the Rambam sets down the very foundation of our entire emunah,
guiding us to the ultimate knowledge of Hashem's existence. We begin by learning that Hashemis the Primary Being who
brought everything into existence, and that He is completely independent of the world, while everything in creation is

entirely dependent on Him.

The Rambam then brings us to understand the absolute unity of Hashem, explaining that He is not a body and has no
physical form whatsoever. We will explore how the anthropomorphic expressions in the Torah are merely metaphors written in
the language of man, and how even Moshe Rabbeinu, the greatest of all nevi'im, was limited by his physical nature from fully

grasping the ultimate essence of the Creator.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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| This balacha establishes the foundational mitzvah of knowing that Hashem isthe primary source of all existence.
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to exist able other  thing thereisno existing isnot thatHe the mind upon itshould arise And if

| This balacha establishesthat the existence of God is the fundamental prerequisite for the existence of any other entity in the universe.
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the existing things because all by their nullification ~ He  would be nulliied and not existing would be  alone
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This halacha explains that Hashem's existence is completely independent of the universe, whereas all created things depend entirely on Him.
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This halacha explains that only Hashem possesses absolute, independent truth and existence, and nothing else comparesto Hisreality.
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This balacha establishes that Hashem is the Master of the universe Who constantly guides the celestial sphere with infinite power and without any

physical form.
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The Rambam defines the belief in the existence and oneness of Hashem as a positive commandment and the belief in any other power as a denial of the

Torah’s foundation.
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to bodies thatoccur by circumstances except fromthis one thisone  separate  in their existence who are equal
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abody the powerof Hispower isnot  always revolves the sphere forbehold cease anditdoesnot limit toHim
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is one Hashem isour God Hashem 4 6 Devarim  asitissaid todo isa commandmentof this matter

This halacha establishes the fundamental belief in the absolute, non-physical unity of God, which is a positive commandment.
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or physical form a body be He blessed the Holy One thatisnot and in the Prophets in the Torah explicitly stated Behold
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The Rambam proves from versesin the Torah and Prophets that God is completely non-physical and cannot be confined to any physical form.
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the congregation like a messenger of and at Sinai war making  like a mighty man the Sea at saw Him
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This halacha explains that physical descriptions of Hashem in the Torah are merely metaphors adapted to human understanding, as Hashem bas no

physical form.
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Halacha 10 The Request of Moshe Our Teacher to Comprebend the Truth of the Creator’s Existence
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blessed be  And He made known its clarity upon this matter the truthof tocomprehend andsoul ofbody composed

to him
PRIY 7Y INRD Y70 KDY 10D DN Y70 NPY e NI
that he comprehended until after him will know and not before him man  knew thatnot what He

INWR  ANYT NI M2 WP TIDIY 2T INERT NDNND

fromthe restof in hismind He  blessed be the Holy One thatisseparated a matter Hisexistence from the truth of




PRI PNR RN DWIRD W IY TV NI .DONERIT

and he comprehended backhe saw ~ whose the men of one  thatisseparated like  the existing entities

™Y M 27 DY) .DOWART DI INWR SnyT2 dwaabm dman Bo
alluded this matter And upon the men the bodies of from the rest of in his mind and his clothing his body all of
"INTY K %31 R NN DORT" 20 25 mnw mN) 2In27
shall be seen” not and My face Myback — "Andyoushallsee 23 33  Shemos andsaid the verse

This halacha explains the philosophical meaning behind Moshe's request to see God's glory and the limitations of human comprebension.
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This balacha explains that because Hashem has no physical form, Heisentirely free from all physical limitations, changes, emotions, and temporal

boundaries.
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The Rambam explains that anthropomorphic descriptions of Hashem in the Torab are merely metaphors, as Hashem iscompletely unchanging and

non-physical.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by establishing the positive mitzvah to know that there is a Creator who sustains all of existence with
infinite power, and the negative commandment against believing in any other deity. The Rambam then demonstrates that
Hashemis absolutely one, possessing a unique unity that is completely non-physical, as any physical body is inherently limited.
He explains that all physical descriptions of Hashemin the Torah are purely metaphoric, meant to help human minds relate to
the Divine, and concludes by explaining that while Moshe Rabbeinu sought to comprehend Hashen's true essence, such

complete understanding is impossible for any living human being.
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The Rambam begins our entire avodah with a staggering realization: Hashemis not just the most powerful force in the
universe, but He is the only true, independent reality. Everything else in creation, fromthe vast heavens to the chair you are
sitting on, only exists because His constant, infinite power wills it to be. If He were to stop willing it for a single second,

everything would vanish. This is the meaning of "Ein od milvado", there is no true existence besides Him.

When we go about our day, we easily fall into the trap of thinking that the world has its own independent power. We worry
about our parnassah, we stress over what people think of us, and we treat our daily challenges as if they are independent
forces we must battle. But the Rambam s teaching us that there is no other power. The person standing in front of you, the

obstacle in your way, and the very breath in your lungs are all being actively sustained by the Creator this very moment.

To live with this emunah means to look past the physical surface of our lives and see the hand of the Creator in everything.
When you realize that Hashemis the only true reality, your worries begin to shrink. You realize you don't need to manipulate

the world or fear anyone; you only need to connect to the One who is constantly bringing the entire world into being.

Today, take one minute during a busy moment to stop and look around you. Remind yourself: "Nothing in this room, and no

one in ny life, has any power of their own. Hashemis creating all of this right now, and He is the only truth.”

1R P12 -+ MR 7Ti0Y Nison 7171 790 - Navy & Gold - From the Hebrew Source Text HILCHOS YESODEI HATORAH - CHAPTER ONE - 12 HALACHAS




