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Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this opening perek of Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah, the Rambam sets down the very foundation of our entire emunah,
guiding us to the ultimate knowledge of Hashem's existence. We begin by learning that Hashemis the Primary Being who
brought everything into existence, and that He is completely independent of the world, while everything in creation is

entirely dependent on Him.

The Rambam then brings us to understand the absolute unity of Hashem, explaining that He is not a body and has no
physical form whatsoever. We will explore how the anthropomorphic expressions in the Torah are merely metaphors written in
the language of man, and how even Moshe Rabbeinu, the greatest of all nevi'im, was limited by his physical nature from fully
grasping the ultimate essence of the Creator.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- The Existence of the Creator and the Derivation of All Existence from Him
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The foundation of the foundations and the pillar of the wisdoms
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is to know that there is there a Primary Being, Hashem, Who exists eternally.
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And He brings into being every existing thing in the universe.
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And all the existing things from heaven and earth and what is between them
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did not come into existence except from the truth of His existence.

Halacha 2 - The Absolute Necessity of the Creator's Existence for the Existence of All Beings
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And if it should arise upon the mind, as an impossible thought,




127 1108 NITY

that He is not existing,
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there is no other thing able to exist atall, because everything depends entirely on Him.

Halacha 3 - The Absolute and Independent Existence of Hashem

2o%3%% 7292 DORERIN DD PRY NYTI DY 1PY0 oY

And if it should arise upon the mind that there are not all the existing things aside from Him existing,
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He alone would still be existing.
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And He would not be nullified by their nullification,
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because all the existing things need Him for their existence,
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and He, blessed is He, is not needing them, and not even one of them.
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Therefore, His truth of existence is not like the truth of existence of one of them.

Halacha 4 - The Absolute Truth of the Existence of the Creator

This is what the prophet says in Yirmeyahu 10:10, "And Hashem God is truth.”
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He alone is the truth
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and there is not to another any truth like His truth.
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And this is what the Torah says in Devarim 4:35, "There is none aside from Him."
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Meaning, there is not any other existence of truth aside from Him like Him.

Halacha S - The Existence of the Creator and His Infinite Guidance of the Sphere
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This Being, Whose existence is necessary and primary,
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He is the God of the world,
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and the Master of all the earth.
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And He is the One Who guides the sphere of the universe
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with power that has no end or limit,
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with power that has no interruption.
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For the sphere revolves constantly,
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and it is impossible that it should revolve without one who causes it to revolve.
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And He, blessed is He,
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is the One Who causes it to revolve,

MANRD 217 X2

without a hand and without a body.




Halacha 6 - The Mitzvah to Believe in Hashem and the Probibition of Heresy
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And knowledge of this matter, to know that there is a First Being Who brought everything into existence, is a positive

commandment,

SR BREE R

as it is said in the Ten Commandments: "I am Hashem your God."
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And anyone who brings up upon his mind that there is there in existence another god besides this One, Hashem,
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transgresses a negative commandment,
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as it is said: "There shall not be to you other gods before My face.”
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And such a person denies the fundamental principle of our entire faith,
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for this is the great principle upon which everything in the Torah and the world is dependent.

Halacha 7 - The Absolute Unity of the Creator and the Negation of His Corporeality

AT TN 7 SN

This God is one,
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and He is not two, and not more than two,
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but He is absolutely one,
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that there is no other one like His unity among the other unities that are found in the world.
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He is not one like a category that includes many individual entities,
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and not one like a body that is divided into parts and into boundaries,

02192 9N MR TIN PPRY TINY KN

but rather He is a unity that there is no other unity like it in the world.
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If there were many divinities, they would have to be bodies and physical forms,
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because those that are numbered, who are equal in their basic existence, do not separate this one from this one
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except by circumstances that occur to bodies and physical forms.
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And if the Creator were a body and physical form, He would have a limit and boundary,
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since it is impossible to be a body that does not have a limit.
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And anything that has a limit and boundary to its body, there is a limit and end to its power.
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And our God, blessed is His name, since His power has no limit and it does not cease,

for behold, the sphere revolves always,
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His power is not the power of abody.
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And since He is not a body, the circumstances of bodies do not occur to Him
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in order that He should be divided and separated from another.
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Therefore, it is impossible that He should be anything but one.
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And knowledge of this matter is a positive commandment,
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as it is said in Devarim 6:4, "Hashem is our God, Hashem is one."

Halacha 8 - The Holy One Blessed Be He Has No Body or Physical Form
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Behold, it is explicitly stated in the Torah and in the Prophets
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that the Holy One, blessed be He, is not abody or a physical form,
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as it is said in the book of Yehoshua:
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"Because Hashem your God, He is God in the heavens above and on the earth below.”
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And a body cannot be in two places at the same time, proving that Hashemis not physical.
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And it is also said in Devarim:
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"For youdid not see any image" on the day Hashemspoke to you at Sinai.
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And it is said in Yeshayah:
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"And to whom will you liken Me, that I should be equal?”
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And if He were a body, He would be similar to other bodies which are created and limited.

Halacha 9 - Corporeal Expressions in the Torah as Metaphors and Descriptive Imagery
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If so, what is this that is written in the Torah: "And under His feet"?
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Or that which is written, "written with the finger of God"?
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Or expressions like "the hand of Hashem", "the eyes of Hashem”, or "the ears of Hashem"?
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And similar to these things?
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All of this is according to the mind of human beings, who do not recognize anything except physical bodies,
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and the Torah spoke in the language of human beings so they could understand.
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And all of these are merely descriptive metaphors.
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As it is said: "If I whet the lightning of My sword".
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And does He have a sword, and with a sword does He kill? Rather, it is a me taphor, and all such descriptions are a

me taphor.
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A proof to the matter is that one prophet says that he saw the Holy One, blessed is He, with "His garment like white

snow",

STIREN 00732 PINA" R S0 MYWS TN TN

and another saw Him with "crimsoned garments from Batzrah".
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Moshe our teacher himself saw Him at the Sea like a mighty man making war,
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and at Sinai like a messenger of the congregation wrapped in a tallis.
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This is to say that He has no image or form, but all of these appearances were only in a vision of prophecy and in a vision.
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And the truth of the matter, the mind of man cannot understand, nor is it able to grasp Himor to search Him out.
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And this is what the verse says: "Can you find the search of God? Can you find unto the limit of the Almighty?"

Halacha 10- The Request of Moshe Our Teacher to Comprebend the Truth of the Creator’s Existence
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What is this that Moshe our teacher requested to comprehend
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when he said, "Show me please Your glory"?
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He requested to know the truth of the existence of the Holy One, blessed be He,
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until it would be known in his heart
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like the knowledge of one of the men whose face he saw,
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and his image is engraved in his heart,
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so that that man is found se parated in his mind from the rest of the men.
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So requested Moshe our teacher
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to have the existence of the Holy One, blessed be He, separated in his heart from the rest of the existing entities,
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until he would know the truth of His existence as it is.
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And He answered him, blessed be He,

that there is no strength in the mind of a living man,
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who is composed of body and soul,
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to comprehend the truth of this matter upon its clarity.
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And He made known to him, blessed be He,
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what no man knew before him and no one will know after him,
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until he comprehended from the truth of His existence
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a matter by which the Holy One, blessed be He, is separated in his mind from the rest of the existing entities,
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just as one of the menis separated whose back he saw,
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and he comprehended his entire body and his clothing in his mind from the rest of the bodies of the men.
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And upon this matter the verse alluded and said,
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"And you shall see My back, and My face shall not be seen”.

Halacha 11 - The Absolute Negation of Physical Properties and Change from the Creator

2130 MR IPRY 203 11

And since it has been clarified that He is not a body or a physical form,

JIDIAT NIYARDR TN 17 YN KNP a0

it is also clarified that there will not happen to Him any of the occurrences of the bodies.
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He hasnot connection and not separation.
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He hasnot place and not measure.
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He hasnot ascent and not descent.
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And not right and not left.
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And not front and not back.
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And not sitting and not standing.
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And He is not found in time,
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so that there would be to Hima beginning and an end and a number of years.
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And He is not subject to change,
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for there is not to Him anything that would cause to Him change.
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And there is not to Him neither death and nor life like the life of the body that is living.
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And nor foolishness and nor wisdom like the wisdom of the man who is wise.
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He has not sleep and not waking.
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And notanger and not laughter and not joy and not sadness.
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And notsilence and not speech like the speech of the children of man.

0737 172K 731

And thus said the Sages of blessed memory:
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there is not Above neither sitting and nor standing and nor separation and nor connection.

Halacha 12 - Physical Descriptions of the Creator as Metaphor and Imagery in the Torah
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And since the matter is so, that Hashemhas no physical form or body,
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all these things and the like of them that were said in the Torah and in the words of the Prophets describing Hashem

with physical actions or emotions,
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all of themare metaphor and imagery.
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This is like that which is said in Tehillim, "He who sits in the heavens shall laugh.”
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And as it says in Devarim, "They angered Me with their vanities.”
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And asitsays, "As Hashemrejoiced,” and the like of them.
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Regarding all such expressions, the Sages said, "The Torah spoke in the language of human beings," so that the human ear

can grasp the COHCGptS.

"3o0y DR DI SNRT"MIN NI 1D

And so He says in Yirmeyahu, "Is it Me they anger?” showing that Hashemis not affected by human actions.
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Behold, He says in Malachi, "I, Hashe m, have not changed.”
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And if He were at times angry and at times happy, He would change fromstate to state, which is impossible for Hashem.
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And all these things, like emotions and changes, are not found except in the dark, lowly bodies of this physical world,
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the dwellers of houses of clay, whose foundation is in the dust, namely, human beings.
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But He, blessed is He, shall be exalted and shall be elevated above all this, completely free fromany physical attributes or

changes.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by establishing the positive mitzvah to know that there is a Creator who sustains all of existence with
infinite power, and the negative commandment against believing in any other deity. The Rambam then demonstrates that
Hashemis absolutely one, possessing a unique unity that is completely non-physical, as any physical body is inherently limited.
He explains that all physical descriptions of Hashemin the Torah are purely metaphoric, meant to help human minds relate to
the Divine, and concludes by explaining that while Moshe Rabbeinu sought to comprehend Hashen's true essence, such

complete understanding is impossible for any living human being.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Rambam begins our entire avodah with a staggering realization: Hashemis not just the most powerful force in the
universe, but He is the only true, independent reality. Everything else in creation, fromthe vast heavens to the chair you are
sitting on, only exists because His constant, infinite power wills it to be. If He were to stop willing it for a single second,

everything would vanish. This is the meaning of "Ein od milvado”, there is no true existence besides Him.

When we go about our day, we easily fall into the trap of thinking that the world has its own independent power. We worry
about our parnassah, we stress over what people think of us, and we treat our daily challenges as if they are independent
forces we must battle. But the Rambam s teaching us that there is no other power. The person standing in front of you, the

obstacle in your way, and the very breath in your lungs are all being actively sustained by the Creator this very moment.

To live with this emunah means to look past the physical surface of our lives and see the hand of the Creator in everything.
When you realize that Hashemis the only true reality, your worries begin to shrink. You realize you don't need to manipulate

the world or fear anyone; you only need to connect to the One who is constantly bringing the entire world into being.

Today, take one minute during a busy moment to stop and look around you. Remind yourself: "Nothing in this room, and no

one in ny life, has any power of their own. Hashemis creating all of this right now, and He is the only truth.”
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