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Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambam takes us on a beautiful journey to fulfill the fundamental mitzvos of loving and fearing Hashem.
The Rambam teaches us that the path to true yiras Shamayimand ahavas Hashemis through deep contemplation of the
wondrous, vast creations that Hashem brought into being. By looking at the greatness of the cosmos, a person's neshama is
filled with a powerful yearning to know Hashem, while simultaneously feeling humbled by our own smallness before His

infinite wisdom.

To help us begin this contemplation, the Rambam introduces us to the spiritual hierarchy of the universe. He explains the
three categories of creation, focusing deeply on the spiritual forms that have no physical bodies—the holy angels. We will
learn about their ten distinct spiritual levels, how they receive their existence one fromanother, and how they all stand in
awe, recognizing their Creator according to their spiritual capacity.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1 - The Mitzvah to Love and Fear the Glorions and Awesome God
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Devarim  asitissaid Him and to fear tolove Him itisa mitzvah this and the awesome the glorious This God
THOR M ONR" 1 D37 WD LPrtR NN pamn oo
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you shall fear”

| This halacha establishes the positive commandments to love and fear Hashem, citing the biblical sources for both obligations.
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Halacha 2- The Path to Attaining Love and Fear of God Through Contemplating His Creation
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on His deeds the person that contemplates atthe time and His fear to His love the path is And how
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measure toit thatthere isnot His wisdom fromthem and he sees the great the wondrous and His creations
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to know great ayearning andyearns and glorifies and praises loves he immediately end and not
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for God for God my soul thirsts 3 42 Tehillim Dovid thatsaid like the great  the Name

PUMK? YOI NI TR TREY IPRD D372 2WmRYn T

backward recoils he immediately themselves  these  on the matters And when he reflects  living
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flimsy with understanding  standing dark lowly small  acreature thatheis and knows and fears
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I see When 4 8 Tehillim Dovid  thatsaid like  of knowledge the Perfect before limited
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You should remember that  man Whatis 5 8 Tehillim Your fingers the work of Your heavens
him
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the Master of of the work of great principles explain 1 these the matters  And according to
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like  the Name — to love for the understanding  an opening that they will be in order the worlds
one
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He — recognize you this  that from within love regarding the matter of  the Sages that said
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the world  and was who spoke

The Rambam explains how contemplating the vastness and wisdom of God's creation leads a person to both intense love for Him and a humbling sense of

awe.
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of them parts into three is divided in Hisworld  He blessed the Holy One whichcreated that  All
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constantly and perishing are coming into being and they and form frommatter  are joined  thatthey are creations
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that they are creations and of them  and the metals  and the plants and the beast man the bodies of  like
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toform  and fromform tobody frombody  changing  theyare not  but and form frommatter  are joined
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like changing  and they are not in their matter  forever is fixed their form  rather the first ones like
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and not  matters like other their matter andisnot thatare inthem  and the stars are the spheres and they  these
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and they atall matter without form  are creations and of them forms like other  their form
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fromthis this  separated forms rather and physical form body are not for the angels are the angels

The Rambam explainsthe three categories of creation: physical thingsthat change, celestial bodies with fixed forms, and purely spiritual angels.
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all wings and possessor of ~ fire the angel  that they saw say that the prophets  this And whatis
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like the bodies heavy and he isnot abody thatheisnot tosay riddle and by way of the prophecy in a vision of
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isHe consuming fire  your God Hashem For 24 4  Devarim it is said justas the heavy ones
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winds

The Rambam explains that prophetic descriptions of angels as having fire or wings are entirely metaphorical, asangels are completely spiritual and

incorporeal.
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that they are not because  bodies  they are not and behold fromthis this  the forms  are separated And by what
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exists and he his fellow of  fromthe level isbelow ofthem one each rather in theirexistence equal
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blessed the Holy One  of  from the power exists and everything from this above this from the power
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for seven five Koheles andsaid inhiswisdom  Shlomo thatalluded and thisis and Hisgoodness is He
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watches high  above  high

This balacha explains that since angels have no physical bodies, they are distinguished from one another by their spiritual levels and chain of influence.
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aman like of place a level isnot  his fellow  of the level below  which we said This
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the effect . above thatitis regarding a cause
The Rambam explains that termsof beight and level regarding spivitual entities refer to intellectual and causal superiority, not physical space.
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and therefore it is theirlevel  the measure of isaccording to the angels the names of The difference of
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in prophecy itissaid  therefore =~ Chayyot  thatis called the form  the level of itis  isHe  blessed
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the form  the level of itis tenth and the level  the Glory  the Throne of under that they are
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tothe level of  isclose  because their level Ishim they are called  therefore prophecy in a vision of
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man  sonsof the knowledge of

This balacha detailsthe bierarchy of the ten spiritual levels of angels, from the highest Chayyot HaKodesh to the lowest Ishim who communicate with

prophets.
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with knowledge ~ Him and know  the Creator —  andrecognize are alive  these the forms ~ And all
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grasps than what  more and knows it grasps but  and toknow  tograsp  istooshort its mind
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ANy Y7 NI

Himself  knows He

This halacha explains that while the spiritual forms possessimmense knowledge of the Creator relative to their levels, none can fully grasp His true essence
as He knows Himself.
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that is small  a mosquito until the first from the form the Creator of outside the existing things Al
ingy y7iv XY DY NI InonR mEn P27 PINT 203
Himself knows thatHe and because exist Histruth  from the power of everything of the earth in the center
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hidden  thing and there isno everything knows He and Histruth and Hisbeauty Hisgreatness and recognizes
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from Him

This halacha explains that all creations derive their existence from the Creator’s truth, and because He knows Himself, He knows everything in existence.
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know and He doesnot  thatitis like it and knows His truth recognizes He blessed The Holy One
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are one and our knowledge  we for not know that we like of Him outside  thatis  witha knowledge
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corner and fromall side fromall are one and Hislife and Hisknowledge He  may He be blessed the Creator  but
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outside witha knowledge and knowing  withlife living He were for if unity  way of and in every
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isso the matter and not and Hisknowledge and Hislife He many gods there there would be  of Him
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say you  consequently  unity  wayof andinevery comer andfromall side fromall one rather
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man in the heartof and not tohearit intheear andnot tosayit in the mouth power there isno
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and not yoursoul and by the life of Pharaoh by the life of itsays and therefore itstruth upon torecognize it
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the life of  like are two and Hislife the Creator fornot Hashem aslives rather Hashem by the life of  itsays
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the creations  recognize He doesnot  therefore the angels like the life of or  the living  the bodies
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is dependent foreverything everything He knows Himself knows thatHe because therefore He knows them
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This halacha explains that Hashem's knowledge is not externalto Him, but rather He, His life, and His knowledge are completely one.
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the sea from adrop arelike these chapters intwo  this regarding the subject thatwe said  these Matters
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The Rambam explains that the profound concepts discussed in the previous chapters are merely a drop in the ocean of the esoteric discipline known as

Ma aseh Merkavah.
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one toaman except these on matters  toexpound that not the early the Sages commanded
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tohim they transmit  so  and after from his own and understanding  wise thathe be and he alone

knowledge
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understands and he the matter of a trace him  and they make known of the chapters the outlines
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Shlomo said  and onthem tobearthem  fitting ~and mind mind every and thereisnot exceedingly until
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the Sages said so  foryour clothing lambs 26 27 DProverbs metaphor by way of in his wisdom
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for your clothing shallbe the world ~ of the secrets  thatthey are  matters  this metaphor in the explanation of
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your tongue  under shallbe and milk like honey

This balacha outlinesthe strict conditions under which the deepest secrets of the Torah, such as Ma aseh Merkavah, may be transmitted only to a single,

exceptionally wise student.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by establishing the mitzvos of loving and fearing Hashem, explaining that these middos are awakened
when we contemplate the greatness of His creations. The Rambam then categorizes all creation into three groups: physical
things that change, permanent physical bodies like the stars and spheres, and purely spiritual forms without any physical matter,
which are the angels. He explains that the physical descriptions of angels in the Torah are merely prophetic metaphors, as they
have no physical form or weight. Instead, they are structured in ten spiritual levels, from the holy chayyot down to the ishim,

who communicate with the prophets. The Rambam concludes by explaining that while these lofty spiritual beings have




immense knowledge of Hashem, even the highest angel cannot fully comprehend the Creator, whose knowledge, life, and

Essence are completely one.
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The Rambamis teaching us a fundamental secret about how a Yid builds a real, living relationship with Hashem. We often
think that love and fear of Hashemare emotions that just have to strike us like lightning, or that they are reserved only for the
greatest tzaddikim. But the Torah commands every single one of us, "And you shall love... and you shall fear.” How is this
possible? The Rambam reveals the path: it comes through active contemplation. When you stop to look at the world, from the

vastness of the stars to the intricate design of a tiny leaf, you are looking at the wisdom of the Creator.

This contemplation is a two-step movement of the soul. First, when you see the infinite wisdomand beauty in creation, your
heart is pulled close; you are filled with a deep yearning and love to know Hashem. But in the very next moment, as you
realize how small and limited you are standing before the Master of the universe, you naturally recoil in healthy awe and yiras
Shamayim. True avodah requires both. We cannot serve Hashem properly with love alone, which can lead to familiarity, nor

with fear alone, which can lead to coldness. We need the heartbeat of both running and returning.

Today, take just two minutes to step away fromyour busy schedule, look at something in Hashem's creation, even just the
breath in your lungs or the sky outside your window, and think: "The Creator of the entire universe made this with infinite

wisdom, and He wants a relationship with me."
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