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Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambam takes us on a breathtaking journey through the physical structure of the cosmos, showing us the
wondrous design of Hashem's creation. We learn about the nine great spheres that surround the world, starting from the
sphere of the moon closest to us, all the way up to the ninth sphere which encompasses everything and rotates daily from east
to west. The Rambam explains how these spheres are pure and refined, layered like the peels of an onion, and completely free

of physical properties like weight, color, taste, or smell.

We also delve into the calculations of astronomny, the sizes of the celestial bodies—including how the sun and moon compare
to the size of the Earth—and the twelve mazalos (constellations) mapped out by the early Sages. Most beautifully, the
Rambamreveals the inner life of these creations, explaining that the stars and spheres are not dead matter, but are actually
endowed with a neshama, knowledge, and intellect, standing in constant recognition and praise of their Creator.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

D’:;\D ] ﬂ513_77_3'l D”? ;b an ﬂS]Wﬂ 9 -f o) Halacha 1 - The Order of the Nine Spheres and the Arrangement of the Stars

TYWR oM .niany1 P1am YR DRy DONTRIN Of D977

are nine  and they and skies and habitation and firmament heavens are called they  The spheres
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it whichisabove And the second the moon is the sphere of it tous  the closest The sphere spheres
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it which is above the third ~ And the sphere  Kochav called the star  in whichis is the sphere it
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Ma'dim in whichis  the fifth  And the sphere  the sun in whichis the fourth And the sphere Nogah in whichis
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And the sphere  Shabbtai  in whichis the seventh And the sphere Tzedek the starof in whichis the sixth And the sphere
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it the ninth  And the sphere  in the sky  thatare seen the stars all  the restof in whichis the eighth
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— andsurrounds encompasses andit  to the west the east  from day inevery thatrevolves is the sphere
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andeven  one  are in a sphere all they asif the stars all  thatyousee And this everything
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and clear  are pure the spheres is because this one above thisone among them there is though
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below the eighth  thatare in the sphere the stars are seen therefore  and like sapphire like glass
JIWNIT 2373
the first the sphere

This balacha describes the structure of the physical universe according to medieval cosmology, detailing the nine concentric spheres and their

tra mpﬂ rency.
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many into spheres  is divided the stars that in them spheres of the eight  and sphere  sphere  Every
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to east from west revolve spheres of them onions the layers of  like this above this

R MIND YWD Yrvan inp 2yny nmn ooami0 1M

fromeast thatreturns the ninth the sphere  like to west from east revolve and of them
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empty space  between them there is not and all of them to west

The Rambam describes the physical structure of the celestial spheres, comparing themto the layersof an onion.
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red acolor not tothem and there is not heavy and not light not arenot the spheres All
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like the colorof  them see that we and this colors other andnot black acolor and not
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there is not and likewise the atmosphere the height of accordingto itis alone the eye  to the sight of the blue

RPN 109872 PYINRT PR PRY oBY e K9 oyv X° onp

that there are not accordingto smell and not taste not tothem
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them thatare below in the bodies

except found phenomena these

The Rambam explains that the celestial spheres do not possess physical qualities like weight, color, taste, or smell, as these properties only exist in lower

earthly matter.
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issuspended and the Earth like a ball ~ spherical are  the world —  whichsurround  these the spheres All
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in them fixed that they are small spheres the stars of to some and there are in the middle
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surround which doesnot  small  a sphere but the Earth — surround spheres those and not
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which surrounds  the large  in the sphere is fixed

The Rambam describes the astronomical structure of the universe, explaining that the spheres are spherical and the Earth is positioned at the center.
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and the number of . is eighteen  the world all —  that surround the spheres all  The number of
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the stars And from the is eight surround  that do not the small the spheres

movement of
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and from their hour andinevery day inevery theirrevolution the measure of and the knowledge of
inclination
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south  to the direction of north  and fromthe direction  north to the direction of  south  from the direction of

of
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spheres these  all  the numberof will be known and their closeness the earth  above and from their height
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seasons calculating the science of ~ is  And this  theirorbit and the way of  theirpath  and the form of
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Greece the wise men of about them composed — many And books and constellations

The Rambam explains the total number of celestial spheres and how their movements form the basis of astronomical calculations.
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the early the Sages divided it  everything —  encompassing whichis the ninth The sphere
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aform the name of on aname toit theyassigned andsection section every sections . into twelve
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and they underneathit are aligned which they it that are below the stars from init thatappeared this
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scales virgin lion crab twins ox lamb  whose namesare are the constellations
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fish bucket  goat bow scorpion

The Rambam explains how the early Sages divided the outermost sphere into twelve sections named after the constellations.
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the shapes  fromany of shape andnot  division not init thereisnot itself the ninth ~ The sphere
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it is the eighth  thatare in the sphere the stars by the connection of  rather star and not  these
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tothem  close or these the shapes  the formof thatare in it large in stars that there is seen
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except the parts those  opposite aligned were  not shapes . the twelve and these
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already  this atthe time  but these names  tothem they gave forthen the flood atthe time of
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turn allof them  eighth  thatare in the sphere the stars thatall of because alittle they have turned
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the sun that travels  and a portion with heaviness turn that they except and the moon  the sun like
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seventy approximately of them star every opposite it will travel ~ one  inaday opposite it and the moon
o
years

This balacha explains that the ninth sphere has no stars or divisions, and that the constellations of the eighth sphere slowly shift over time.
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thanone  islarger  that the Earth small stars of them there are thatare seen the stars All
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several the Earth than islarger ofthem one  thateach large stars of them and there are of them
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islarger  and the sun times forty approximately the moon than islarger and the Earth times
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of six isone the moon it turns out times and seventy one hundred approximately the Earth than
2019 £°20197 Y22 PXY .297p3 Whwd 1 NiNm maiewh 0opoN
a star the stars among all and there is not approximately  the sun of hundred and eight thousand
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the second whichisin the sphere than Kochav smaller and not  the sun  than larger

The Rambam describes the astronomical proportions of the celestial bodies, comparing the sizesof the Earth, moon, sun, and other stars.
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and they are they are and intellect and knowledge asoul  possess all of them and the spheres the stars All
N TN PP BYIST MM WY R RN PTEm DT o
and one one every theworld andbecame whospoke the One — andrecognizing and standing alive
Do3NRT W DU TWEW DmIYR inbyn B T3 R
the angels like  their Creator and glorify praise hislevel  and according to hissize according to
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and they recognize themselves —  they recognize so isHe blessed the Holy One they recognize and justas
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is less and the spheres the stars and the knowledge of  them  thatare above the angels —
OTN C32 MY Mo ooaNma nyTe
beings human than the knowledge of and greater the angels than the knowledge of

This halacha explains that the celestial spheres and stars possess intellect and soul, recognizing their Creator and praising Him according to their level.
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the spheres like the matter of whichisnot one  matter the moon the sphere of  below God  Created
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and was fixed  the spheres  like the formof and they are not this for matter forms four and He created
MANNI WRT NS MWK IS LT 093 NEpEI MR N O3
connected  the fire the formof first The form this matter ina portion of and form form  every
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the formof second and the form the fire  a body of fromboth of them and became this matter witha portion of
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and the form the wind a body of fromboth of them and became witha portion of it~ connected  the wind
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the water a body of fromboth of them and became witha portion of it connected  the water the form of third
M OPIYH mI NSPRI MAONI PIND AT mewE M
a body of fromboth of them and became witha portion of it ~ connected  the earth the form of fourth and the form
M Moy M PRPMR PR YT PRI 1 MOED N¥RI PINT
from this above this distinct bodies four the sky  from  below  Itisfound the earth
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a sphere like its directions  fromall ~ fromit that whichisbelow — encompasses and one one andeach
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from it below the fire  is the body of it the moon  to the sphere of  the close first The body
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the earth  is the body of  fromit below the water is the body of  fromit below the wind s the body of
1293 M3 NP2 CuD DipR o2 PN
atall  abody without empty aplace between them and there is not

The Rambam explainsthe creation of the four physical elements—fire, wind, water, and earth—and howthey are arranged in concentric spheres

beneath the heavens.
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recognize  and do not know and they donot asoul possessors of are not these bodies Four
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know it thatit doesnot a nature ofthem and one one  toevery and there is dead like bodies but
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7 148 Tehillim Dovid whichsaid and this  to change it able  anditisnot comprehend it and doesnot
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fire 8 148 Tehillim depths and all sea monsters the earth from Hashem — Praise
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man  children of  praise Him the words ~ the matter of and the explanation of and vapor snow  and hail
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from  below  thatyousee  creations and in the restof and in the hail in the fire thatyousee from His mighty deeds
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and to the great to the small isrecognizable always whose power  the heaven

The Rambam explainsthat the four physical elements are inanimate and lack consciousness, and that scriptural calls for them to praise Hashem are

actually directives for mankind to praise Him upon witnessing their power.

CHAPTER SUMMARY




The chapter begins by detailing the order and movement of the nine celestial spheres and the planets within them, explaining
their physical properties and how their transparent nature allows us to see through them. The Rambam outlines the total
number of major and minor spheres, noting that the science of these orbits was studied by the Sages of Israel and the wise men
of Greece alike, with our acceptance of these truths relying on solid proof rather than the identity of the author. After
describing the twelve mazalos of the ninth sphere and the slow movement of the stars in the eighth sphere, the Rambam
compares the physical sizes of the Earth, moon, and sun. He concludes with the powerful yesod that all stars and spheres

possess a soul and intellect, and they actively praise and glorify Hashemaccording to their high spiritual level.

MWYNR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

When we look up at the night sky, we might see beautiful, silent, and cold spheres of light. But the Rambamreveals a
breathtaking truth: these stars and spheres are not dead matter. They are alive, possessing a deep intellect and a profound
awareness of Hashem. Each one, in its own unique orbit and according to its own stature, is constantly singing praises and

glorifying its Creator, just like the holy angels.

Think about this for a moment. The sun, the moon, and the vast constellations are in a state of constant, conscious avodah.
They know their Maker, and their very movement is a song of praise to Him. Yet, the Rambam notes that while their intellect
is greater than ours, they have a fixed nature they cannot change. You, on the other hand, have something they will never
possess: choice. When you choose to serve Hashem, your small whisper of praise carries a power that eclipses the grand song

of the entire cosmos.

This changes how we look at the world around us. We are not living in a cold, mechanical universe. We are surrounded by a
creation that is alive with the praise of Hashem. When you align your daily actions with the will of the Creator, you are not

acting alone; you are joining the grand, cosmic choir of creation, bringing the ultimate purpose of the universe to its

fulfillment.

Today, when you step outside and look at the sky, or even when you just feel the warmth of the sun, pause for ten seconds.
Remind yourself that the creation around you is alive, knowing and praising Hashem, and make a conscious choice to join

their song by doing your next mitzvah with joy and intention.
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