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Learned like the daf; the literal words in wing with the elucidation

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambamteaches us the profound respect and awe we must have for the holy names of Hashem, as well as
the physical structure of the Beis HaMikdash and sacred Torah writings. We learn the strict Torah prohibition against erasing
or destroying any of the seven holy names of Hashem, which is derived from the warming not to do to Hashem what we are
commanded to do to the idols of the non-Jews. The halachos outline which letters connected to the names carry this

holiness, which abbreviations are protected, and how we must treat a holy name written on a utensil or even on a person's

flesh.

We also learn about the severe prohibition against destroying any part of the Beis HaMikdash, such as removing a stone from
the Mizbe'ach or the Azarah with destructive intent, or burning consecrated wood. The Rambam then guides us in the proper
care for holy seforimand their commentaries, explaining when they must be buried and the unique, painful case of a Torah
scroll written by a heretic, which must be burned to erase their memory.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1 - The Torah Probibition Against Erasing the Holy Names of Hashem
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Anyone who destroys a name from the holy, pure names
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by which the Holy One, blessed is He, is called,
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receives lashes from the Torah for violating a negative commandment.

Forbehold, It says regarding the destruction of idolatry,
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as discussed in the Gemara Shabbos 120b,
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"And you shall destroy their name from that place,"
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and immediately afterward the Torah warns, "You shall not do so to Hashem, your God."

Halacha 2 - The Probibition of Erasing Any of the Seven Sacred Names of Hashem
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And seven names they are, which have this special sanctity.
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These are: the Name that is written with the letters Yud, Heh, Vav, Heh, and it is the Explicit Name;
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or the Name that is written as Adonai;
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and Kel; Eloah; and Elokim; and Elokei;
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and Shaddai; and Tzvaos.
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Any one who erases even a single letter, one from these seven holy Names, receives lashes mid'Oraisa.
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Any prefix to the Name from before it, meaning any letter added to the beginning of a holy Name, is permitted to erase it,
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such as the letter lamed from the Name L'Hashem, and the letter beis from B'Elokim,
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and similar to them; these prefix letters are not like the holiness of the Name itself.
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And any suffix to the Name from after it, meaning letters added to the end of a Name,
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such as the final chaf of Elohecha, and the letters chaf-mem of Eloheiche m,
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and similar to them, are not erased,
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and behold they are like the rest of the letters of the Name, because the Name sanctifies them since they serve the

Name.
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And even though they became sanctified and it is forbidden to erase them,
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one who erases these letters that are attached does not receive lashes from the Torah.
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But they strike him stripes of rebelliousness asa Rabbinic punishment.

Halacha 4 - The Probibition of Erasing Letters Written from the Holy Names of Hashem

If one wrote the letters alef and

lamed as a partial writing from the Name Elohim,
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orif he wrote the letters yud and
7
hey as a partial writing from the Explicit Name of Hashem,
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it may not be erased because of the holiness of these letters.
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And there is no need to say that the Name Kah may not be erased,
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since it is a complete holy Name onits own.
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Rather, the reason the letters yud-hey from the four-letter Name may not be erased is because this partial Name
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is a part of the Explicit Name itself.
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But one who writes only the letters shin and

dalet asa partial writing from the Name Shaddai,

or the letters tzadi and
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beis as a partial writing from the Name Tzvaos,
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behold, this may be erased, as these letters do not forma holy Name on their own.

n ﬂ.:)’? lj Halacha 5 - Erasing Descriptive Titles of Hashem and Other Holy Writings
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The rest of the descriptive titles with which we praise the Holy One, blessed is He,
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such as Gracious, and Merciful, the Great, the Mighty, and the Awesome, the Faithful, Jealous, and Strong, and similar

to them,
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behold, they are like the rest of the sacred writings in that they have holiness but not the unique status of Hashem's actual

Names,
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and it is permitted to erase them if necessary, since the strict Torah prohibition against erasing only applies to the seven holy

Names.




Halacha 6 - The Probibition of Erasing the Name Written on a Utensil or on the Flesh
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Regarding a utensil upon which a Name of Hashem was written,
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one must cut off the place of the Name and bury it in a genizah.
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And even if the Name was engraved on a metal utensil or ona glass utensil,
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and he melted the utensil, thereby erasing the Name, behold, this person is lashed for destroying a holy Name;
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rather, he must cut out its place and bury it.
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And likewise, if a Name was written upon his flesh,
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behold, this person shall not wash that place and shall not anoint it with oil, so as not to erase it,
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and he shall not stand in a place of filth while the Name is exposed.
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If an immersion of a mitzvah happened to present itself to him,
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he winds reeds upon it and immerses.
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And if he did not find reeds, he wraps it with his garments,
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but he must not tighten the wrapping, so that it will not intervene as a chatzitzah between his body and the water.
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For they did not say to wind reeds upon it to cover it
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except because itis forbidden to stand before the Name when he is naked, but the water itself does not countasa

forbidden exposure of the Name.

Halacha 7 - The Probibition of Demolishing a Stone from the Temple or the Altar
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One who demolishes evena single stone in a way of destruction
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from the Altar, or from the Sanctuary, or from the rest of the Courtyard of the Beis HaMikdash,
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receives lashes,
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as it is said regarding the destruction of idol worship:
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"For you shall tear down their altars,"
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and it is written immediately afterward as a prohibition for us:
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"You shall not do so to Hashem your God."
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And likewise, one who burns consecrated wood of the Beis HaMikdash in a way of destruction
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receives lashes,
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as it is said regarding the destruction of idols:
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"and their Asherah trees you shall burn with fire,"




20

and it is written in juxtaposition to this:
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"You shall not do so to Hashem your God."

Halacha 8 - The Probibition of Destroying Sacred Texts and the Law of a Torah Scroll Written by a Heretic
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Regarding writings of holiness, all of them, and their commentaries, and their explanations,
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itis forbidden to burn themor to destroy them by hand,
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and the one who destroys them by hand, we strike him with lashes of rebelliousness as a Rabbinic punishment.
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In what circumstances are these words said?
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Specifically regarding writings of holiness that a Jew wrote with holiness and proper intent.

MMIN 909 2N3Y PRI 0INIPOENR PaN

But a heretic Jew who wrote a Sefer Torah,

J2W ninoINRD Oy iNiN 1PDaiw

we burn it with the Divine Names that are in it.
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This is because he does not believe in the holiness of the Name,
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and he did not write it for Its sake,
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rather, he raises in his mind that this is like the rest of ordinary things;
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and since his mind is so, the Name was not sanctified at all.
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And it is a mitzvah to burn it,
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inorder not to leave a name to the heretics, nor to their deeds.
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But a worshiper of stars who wrote the Name,
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we bury it and do not burn it.
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And likewise, writings of holiness that became worn out,
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or that a worshiper of stars wrote them,
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shall be buried.

Halacha 9 - The Sanctity of Divine Names Written in Specific Biblical Passages
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All the names of Hashemsaid in the Torah concerning Avraham are sacred,
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even this one which is said in Bereishis 18:3, "My Lord, if please I have found favor,” behold it is sacred, as he was

addressing Hashem.
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All the names of Adonaisaid concerning Lot are non-sacred, as he was addressing angels,
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except from this one mentioned in Gemara Shevuos 35b, "Do not please, my Lord, behold please has found your servant

favor,” which was addressed to Hashem.
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All the names of Hashemsaid concerning the hill of Binyamin in the episode of the concubine of Givah are sacred.
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All the names said concerning Michah and his idol are non-sacred.
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All the names of Hashemsaid concerning Navot and his trial are sacred.
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Every mention of Shelomoh said in the Song of Songs is sacred, referring to the King to Whom peace belongs, which is

Hashem,
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and behold it is like other descriptive terms of Hashem which may not be erased,
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except from this verse in Song of Songs 8:12, "The thousand for you, Shelomoh,” which refers to King Shlomo himself.
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Every mention of king said in Daniel is non-sacred, referring to mortal kings,
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except from this verse in Daniel 2:37, "You, O king, King of kings,"” which refers to Hashem,
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and behold it is like other descriptive terms of Hashem.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by identifying the seven holy names of Hashem that may never be erased, detailing the status of prefixes,
suffixes, and partial names, while distinguishing them from other descriptive praises of Hashem which may be erased. The
Rambam rules on how to handle a holy name written on a utensil or on one's skin, and details the Torah prohibition against
destroying any part of the Beis HaMikdash or burning consecrated wood. Finally, the halachos address the prohibition of
destroying sacred texts, the requirement to bury worn-out seforim or those written by non-Jews, the mitzvah to burn a Torah
scroll written by a Jewish heretic, and a detailed guide clarifying which ambiguous names in Tanach are kadosh and which

are chol.
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When we learn about the severe prohibition of erasing or destroying Hashem’s holy names, it is easy to think of thisas a
technical law reserved only for Sofrim (scribes) or those handling worn-out sefarim. But the Rambamreveals a profound
principle of kedushah here: the letters that are attached to the end of Hashem's name, like the "chaf" in "Elohecha” (your G-
d), become holy themselves simply because they are connected to the Name. The Rambam writes, "the name conveys

holiness upon them."

Think about what this means for you. If ink on parchment becomes so holy that it is forbidden to erase it just because it is
attached to Hashem's name, how much more does this apply to a Jewish neshama? You are connected to Hashem. Your very
existence is bound up with His name. Because of that connection, you possess an inherent, untouchable holiness. Every
mitzvah you do, every word of Torah you speak, and every moment you spend striving to do His will attaches you even closer

to Him, elevating your entire physical being.

This awareness must also transform how we look at our fellow Yidden. Every single Jew is connected to the Creator. When
you see another person, you are looking at someone who carries a spark of the Divine, someone whose very essence is
"attached to the Name." Just as we would never treat a holy name of Hashem with disrespect or carelessness, we must treat

every single Yid with the utmost reverence, love, and sensitivity, recognizing the kedushah that rests upon them.

Today, when you speak to or about another person, pause for a moment before you react or speak, and remind yourself: "This

person is connected to Hashem; I must treat them with the same respect and care that I would show to a holy sefer Torah."
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