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LJ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambamintroduces us to the sublime reality of nevuah, prophecy, showing us how Hashem
communicates His will to mankind. We will learn about the intense spiritual and personal preparation a person must undergo to
become fit for the divine spirit to rest upon him, including mastering his yetzer hara, expanding his mind in Torah wisdom, and

detaching himself from the vanities of this world.

We will also explore the mechanics of prophecy, including the different levels among the nevi'im, the physical toll that a vision
takes on their bodies, and the essential role of simcha in receiving the divine presence. Finally, the Rambam will contrast the
prophecy of all other nevi'imwith the unique, unparalleled level of Moshe Rabbeinu, the master of all prophets.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1 - The Necessary Preparation for Prophecy and Its Transformative Effect on Man
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From the foundations of the faith is to know that God prophesies to the children of man.

NP NiTR2 9923 ,MRona 2973000 Py RPN 170 N2 XY

And prophecy does notrest except upona sage who is great in wisdom, strong in his character traits,
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and his inclination will not be overcoming him in anything in the world, rather he overcomes with his mind upon his

inclination always.
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And he possesses intellect broad and correct until very much so.

;D122 0P 19X NiTRT 202 XPnR NXITY DTN

A person who is filled with all these character traits, healthy in his body,
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when he enters the Pardes and is drawn into those matters, the great and the distant,
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and there will be to him correct intellect to understand and to grasp them,
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and he sanctifies himself and goes on, and separates from the ways of the generality of the people who walk in the

darkness of the time,
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and goes on and urges himself and teaches his soul that there will not be to him thought at all in one of idle things,
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and not from the vanities of the time and its intrigues,
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rather his mind is free always, upward bound under the Throne of Glory,
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to understand those forms, the holy and the pure,
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and gazes at His wisdom of the Holy One, blessed is He, all of it, from the first form until the navel of the earth,
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and knows from them His greatness, immediately the spirit of holiness rests upon him.
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And at the time that the spirit rests upon him, his soul intermingles in the level of the angels called Ishim,
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and he is transformed into another man, and he understands with his mind that he is not like he was,
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rather that he has risen above the level of the rest of the wise children of man,
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as it is said concerning Shaul in Shmuel Aleph 10:6, "and you shall prophesy with them and you shall be transformed into

another man.”

Halacha 2- The Levels of Prophecy and the Physical Effects of Prophetic Vision
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The prophets are divided into levels upon levels of spiritual stature.
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Just as there is in wisdom a sage who is greater than his colleague,
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so in prophecy there is a prophet who is greater than another prophet.
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And all of them do not see the vision of the prophecy exceptina dream, in a vision of the night,
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or by day, after there falls upon thema deep sleep,
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just as it is said in the Torah: "Ina vision to him I make Myself known, in a dream I speak with him."
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And all of them, when they prophesy, their limbs tremble,
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and the strength of the body fails, and their thoughts become confounded,
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and only the mind remains free to understand what it sees.
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This is just as it is said concerning Avraham: "And behold, a dread, a great darkness, falling upon him."
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And just as it is said concerning Daniel: "And my appearance was turned upon me to ruin, and I did not retain

streng th.”

Halacha 3 - The Metaphoric and Allegorical Nature of Prophetic Visions
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The matters that they inform the prophet in a vision of the prophecy,
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by way of metaphor they inform him,
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and immediately it is engraved in his heart, during that very vision of the prophecy, the interpretation of the metaphor,
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and he knows what it is meant to represent.

WA IpY? I 07T 3

This is like the ladder that saw Yaakov our father,
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and angels ascending and descending onit,

1725 niPd%RY Swn M XM

and it was a metaphor for the kingdoms and their subjugation of the Jewish people.
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And like the creatures that saw Yechezkel,
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and the boiling pot and the staff of almond that saw Yirmeyah,
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and the scroll that saw Yechezkel,
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and the measure that saw Zecharyah.
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And so the rest of the prophets received their prophecies.
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Some of them say the metaphor and its interpretation, like these examples.
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And there are who they say the interpretation alone, without mentioning the metaphor.
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And sometimes they say the metaphor alone without interpretation,
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like some of the words of Yechezkel and Zecharyah.
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And all of them, in metaphor and by way of riddle they prophesy.

Halacha 4 - The Preparation Required for Prophecy Through Joy
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All the prophets do not prophesy at every time that they desire,
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rather they direct their mind and sit happy and good of heart and secluding themselves.
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For the spirit of prophecy rests not froma state of sadness and not froma state of laziness, rather only froma state of joy.
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Therefore, the disciples of the prophets would have before thema harp and a drum and a flute and a lyre, and they

would play music to bring themselves to joy as they seek prophecy.
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And this is the meaning of that which is said in the verse, "and they prophesying,”
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meaning to say that they were walking in the path of prophecy until they actually prophesy,
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just as that you say, "so-and-so is growing great” even before he has reached his full greatness.

Halacha 5 - Preparation for Prophecy and the Disciples of the Prophets
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These who are seeking to prophesy
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they are the ones called disciples of the prophets.
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And even though they direct their mind to prepare themselves,
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itis possible that the Divine Presence will rest upon them,
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and itis possible that it will not rest.

Halacha 6 - The Differences Between the Prophecy of Moshe Our Teacher and Other Prophets
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All the matters that we said regarding the preparation and the way prophecy is received, they are the way of prophecy for all

the prophets, the first and the last,
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except from Moshe our teacher, the master of all the prophets.
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And what difference is there between the prophecy of Moshe to the rest of all the prophets?
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For all the prophets receive prophecy only ina dreamor ina vision,
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and Moshe our teacher prophesies and he is awake and standing,
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as it is said, 'And when came Moshe to the Tent of Meeting to speak with Him, and he heard the Voice speaking to

him.
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All the prophets receive their prophecy by the hands of an angel;
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therefore, they see what theysee ina metaphor and a riddle.
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Moshe our teacher received it not by the hands of an angel,
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as it is said, 'Mouth to mouth I speak with him,’




."8°32 DX 0012 YR DX 12T RO AP e RN

and it is said, '"And spoke Hashem to Moshe face to face,’
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and it is said, 'and the image of Hashem he gazes,'
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meaning to say that there is not there a metaphor, rather he sees the matter upon its clarity, without a riddle and

without a metaphor.
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It is that the Torah testifies concerning him, 'in a vision and not in riddles,’
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that he does not prophesy in a riddle, rather in a vision that he sees the matter upon its clarity.
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All the prophets are afraid and terrified and melt from the physical intensity of the vision,
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and Moshe our teacher is not so;
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itis that the verse says,'As speaks a man to his friend,’

120 *727 YWD D733 DTN PRY 1032 Mmi03

meaning to say, just as that not a man is terrified to hear the words of his fellow,
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so was strength in the mind of Moshe our teacher to understand the words of the prophecy, and he stands upon his

standing whole.
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All the prophets do not prophesy at every time that they desire.
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Moshe our teacher is not so;
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rather, all time that he desires, the Holy Spirit envelops him and prophecy rests upon him,
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and he does not need to direct his mind and to prepare for it,
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for behold, he is directed and prepared and standing like the angels of service;
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therefore, he prophesies at every time, as it is said, 'Stand and let me hear what will command Hashem for you.'
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And in this promised him the Almighty, as it is said, 'Go say to them: Return for yourselves to your tents, and you here

stand with Me.'
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Behold, you have learned that all the prophets, when the prophecy departs from them, they return to their tent,
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which is the needs of the body, all of them like the rest of the people;
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therefore, they do not separate from their wives.
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And Moshe our teacher did not return to his tent the first;
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therefore, he separated from the woman forever, and from the similar to it of physical involvements,
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and was bound his mind to the Rock of the worlds,

angels.

Halacha 7 - The Mitzvah to Listen to a Prophet and the Criteria for Accepting Signs
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Regarding the prophet, it is possible that his prophecy will be for himself alone,
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merely to expand his heart and to increase his knowledge,
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until he knows what he was not knowing of those great matters of the creation and the Chariot.
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And it is possible that he will be sent to a nation of the nations of the earth,
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or to the people of a city ora kingdom,
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to prepare themand to inform them what they should do,
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or to prevent them from the evil deeds that are in their hands.

npiny NIR 2 192031 INIR DINP YYD

And when they send him from Heaven, they give to hima sign and a wonder,
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in order that the people will know that God sent him in truth.
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And not everyone who performs a signand a wonder do we believe him that he is a prophet.
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Rather, only a person whom we were knowing from his beginning that he is fit for prophecy,
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in his wisdomand in his deeds, in which he was elevated above all the people of his generation,

AN ANYTRE XIS 5712 TP TR MM

and he was walking in the paths of prophecy inits holiness and in its se paration,
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and after so he came and performed a sign and a wonder, and said that God sent him,
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it is a mitzvah to listen to him,
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as it is said, "To him you shall listen.’
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And itis possible that he will performa signand a wonder and he is not a prophet,
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and this sign, there is to it things inside, meaning it was done through sorcery or trickery.
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And even thoughiit s so, it is a mitzvah to listen to him;
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since a great and wise man, and fit for prophecy, he is,
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we establish him upon his presumption of being a true prophet.
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For in this we were commanded by the Torah,
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just as we were commanded to decide the judgment upon the mouth of two kosher witnesses,
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and even though that it is possible that they testified falsely,

IO BY ININ 1O7oRYR MHENR 07 DYDY PIRIN

since they are kosher to us, we establish them upon their kosher status.
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And regarding these matters and the like of them, it is said,
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"The hidden things are for Hashem our God, and the revealed things are for us and for our children.’
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And it is said, 'For the mansees to the eyes, and Hashemsees to the heart.'

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The Rambam begins by defining the prerequisites for nevuah, explaining that it only rests upon a wise, strong-willed sage
who has conquered his physical desires and constantly directs his mind to the spiritual realms. When the divine spirit rests upon
him, he is transformed into a different person. The Rambam explains that all prophets, except Moshe Rabbeinu, receive their
visions in dreams or trances, accompanied by physical trembling, and their messages are delivered through angels in the form
of metaphors that must be interpreted. To receive prophecy, they must prepare themselves with joy and seclusion, often using
musical instruments. Finally, the Rambam highlights the unique status of Moshe Rabbeinu, who prophesied while fully
awake, without the medium of an angel, without metaphors, and without any physical dread, speaking to Hashemas a man

speaks to his friend.

TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

My dear talmid, when we learn about the lofty levels of the nevi'im, it is easy to look at their greatness and feel completely
disconnected. We read about how they would separate themselves from the vanities of the world, direct their minds upward,
and prepare themselves to receive the word of Hashem. But the Rambamreveals a fundamental secret of our avodah that
applies to every single one of us, right here and now: "Prophecy cannot rest upon a person when he is sad or languid, but

only when he is happy.”

Think about this deeply. Even a person who was a great sage, who had mastered his physical desires and possessed a vast
intellect, could not receive the Shechinah if he was in a state of sadness or spiritual laziness. To draw close to Hashem, to feel
His presence in our lives, we must cultivate a heart thatis "sameach v'tov lev”, happy and good-hearted. Joy is not a luxury or

a side-benefit of a Torah life; it is the very vessel through which we connect to Hashem.

We may not be prophets, but we all seek to feel Hashem's presence in our daily lives, in our tefillah, our learning, and our
homes. If we allow ourselves to be dragged down by the heaviness of the world, by worry, or by spiritual sluggishness, we
close the doors of our hearts. But when we serve Hashem with joy, we break through those barriers and make ourselves a

dwelling place for His holiness.

Today, before you begin to daven, learn, or do a mitzvah, take thirty seconds to pause, put a smile on your face, and

consciously think of one blessing Hashem has given you, entering into the avodah with genuine joy.
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