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Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambam brings us to the very foundation of our emunah, explaining how we know with absolute
certainty that Moshe Rabbeinu's prophecy is true. We learn that the miracles Moshe performed in Mitzrayimand the midbar
were not meant to prove his prophecy, but were simply done for the practical needs of the moment. Rather, our eternal
emunah rests solely on Ma'amad Har Sinai, where the entire nation saw the fire and heard the Voice of Hashem with their

own eyes and ears.

We will also learn how this foundation guides our approach to any prophet who arises after Moshe Rabbeinu. The Rambam
explains that we only listen to a later prophet because of the mitzvah Moshe commanded us to do so, and we are warned
never to listen to anyone who uses signs or wonders to contradict the Torah of Moshe.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Halacha 1- Belief in Moshe Based on the Revelation at Sinai and Not on Wonders
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for the believer  that he performed  the wonders because of Yisrael in him  believed not ourteacher Moshe
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through magic the wonder that he perform for it is possible doubt in his heart thereis the wonders wayof by
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the need according to in the desert Moshe that he performed  the wonders  all  rather and sorcery
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the Egyptians — to drown needed he was the prophecy  for proof to bring not he performed them
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the manna —  forus he broughtdown -food  we needed in it and sank them the sea —  he split
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the earth them  swallowed Korach the assembly of him they denied  the rock —  forthem he split they thirsted
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Sinai Mount at the standing of in him did they believe and through what  the wonders all  the rest of and so
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and the sounds the fire another andnot  heard andourears astranger and not saw for our eyes
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heard and we  to him spoke and the Voice the thickcloud to approached andhe and the torches
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face 4 S Devarim says He andso andthus thus tothem  say go  Moshe Moshe
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Hashem made  our fathers — not 3 S Devarim and itissaid with you Hashem spoke to face
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the proof  itis alone Sinai Mount that the standing of and from where this the covenant  —
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come 1 behold 9 19  Shemos  asitissaid doubt init thatthereisnot truth  thatitis to his prophecy
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inyou andalso withyou in My speaking the people will hear sothat  the cloud in the thickness of  toyou
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a belief in him they believed not this matter thatbefore from the implication forever they will believe
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and thought suspicion after it that there is a belief rather forever stands that it

The Rambam explainsthat the ultimate proof of Moshe's prophecy wasthe national revelation at Mount Sinai, rather than the miracles be performed

out of necessity in the desert.
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Halacha 2 - Belief in Moshe at Mount Sinai and the Status of Later Prophets’ Signs
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and he is not is truth thatit  his prophecy on  the witnesses they tothem  towhom these It
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witnesses like two in the matter are witnesses and he forthey another asign forthem toperform needed
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truth says thathe  tohiscolleague isa witness of them one  thateach together one  amatter whosaw
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Yisrael all  ourteacher Moshe so tohiscolleague  proof tobring isneeded ofthem one  and not
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asign forthem toperform needed andheisnot Sinai Mount the standing of after tohim were witnesses
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that He gave atthe time his prophecy at the beginning of isHe  blessed the Holy One to him what and this is
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and they will listen 18 3 Shemos tohim and He said in Mitzrayim to perform them the signs to him
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apprehension in his heart  has the signs . by  that the believer ourteacher Moshe knew  to your voice
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not andbehold 1 4 Shemos andhesaid fromgoing withdrawing and he was and suspects and doubts
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except are not signs that these isHe  blessed the Holy One thatinformed him until me they will believe
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will be removed  this  the mountain  on  and they stand that they leave and after from Mitzrayim that they leave until
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thatI  thatthey will know asign here toyou  give for I after you that they doubt doubt
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what the verse and thatis doubt in their heart will remain and not from the beginning  in truth sent you
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—  when you take out sent you 1 that isthe sign foryou andthis 12 3  Shemos says
yousay Consequently this the mountain  on God —  youshall serve from Mitzrayim the people
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the sign  because of in him believe we not ourteacher Moshe  after  whoarises prophet thatevery
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rather  thathe says what toall tohim we willlisten asign he performs if  that we say S0 alone
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15 18 Devarim  asign hegave if andsaid inthe Torah Moshe thatcommanded the mitzvah because of
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and even witnesses two . by the matter todecide asHe commandedus just you shall listen to him
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tolisten itisa mitzvah so falseshood  or truth  they testified  if know we  thatnot though
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by magic or istruth  the sign if know we  thatnot though -  even  prophet  to this
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and sorcery

This halacha explains that the Jewish nation’s belief in Moshe Rabbeinu is based on the national revelation at Mount Sinai rather than miracles, and

that we only listen to subsequent prophets because of Moshe's Torah command.
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Halacha 3 - We Do Not Listen to a Prophet Who Denies the Prophecy of Moshe
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to deny and seeks great and wonders signs and performs the prophet arises if ~ Therefore
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that those  with clarity know and we to him listen we donot ourteacher Moshe of  the prophecy
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way of by isnot  ourteacher Moshe the prophecy of because theyare andsorcery through magic signs
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we saw it~ withoureyes rather thisone  tosignsof thisone  signsof  thatwe compare  so the signs
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to witnesses is comparable the matter towhat this he heard justas  we heard it and with our ears
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thathe doesnot whathe saw  like  whichisnot withhiseyes thathe saw a matter about toaman who testified
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the Torah  stated Therefore falsehood witnesses of that they are with certainty knows  rather tothem  listen
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the prophet the wordsof  to listen donot 4 13 Devarim and the wonder thesign comes thatif
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yousaw  what to deny and a wonder withasign toyou comes thisone forbehold that
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the commandment because of except ina wonder believe we do not . and since  with your eyes
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the prophecy to deny who comes  this one from the sign of can we accept  how Moshe that commanded us
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and which we heard which we saw  Moshe of

This halacha explains that because the entire nation witnessed the revelation at Sinai, no subsequent prophet can use miracles to contradict the Torah of

Moshe.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter establishes that the Jewish people's belief in Moshe Rabbeinu was not based on wonders, which can be faked
through sorcery, but on the revelation at Mount Sinai where everyone witnessed his appointment firsthand. Because of this,
any later prophet who performs wonders is only believed because of Moshe's command to do so, similar to how a court relies
on two witnesses. Consequently, if a prophet arises and performs wonders to dispute the Torah of Moshe, we disregard him

completely, knowing his signs are false, since a wonder can never override what we saw and heard with our own eyes at Sinai.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Rambamis teaching us a fundamental truth about the human soul: miracles, wonders, and external excitement do not
build lasting emunah. A faith built on 'signs’ is fragile; it leaves room for doubts and second-guessing. True, unbreakable
connection only comes fromdirect, personal experience, the 'face to face' encounter of Ma'amad Har Sinai, where we saw

and heard the truth for ourselves.

In our daily avodah, we often find ourselves waiting for 'signs’ or waiting for inspiration to strike from the outside. We think,
'If only I had a great spiritual breakthrough, or if my prayers were answered with an obvious miracle, then I would be a
different person.’ But Hashemiis telling us that real, enduring connection is not built on spectacular, fleeting moments. It is

built on the quiet, steady reality of Torah and mitzvos that we live with every single day.

Stop looking for external wonders to jumpstart your yiras Shamayim. Instead, look at the Torah you learn and the mitzvos
you performas your own personal Har Sinai. When you sit down to learn or stand up to daven, you are not relying on

hearsay orlooking for magic; you are stepping directly into the reality of Hashem's presence.

Today, choose one mitzvah or one halacha and performit not because you feel a sudden burst of inspiration, but simply

because you stand before Hashem. Do it with the quiet, absolute certainty of someone who knows the truth in their very

bones.
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