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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambam teaches us a fundamental principle of our emunah: the absolute eternity of the Torah. We learn
that the Torah given through Moshe Rabbeinu is perfect and unchanging, and that no prophet, whether Jew or non-Jew,
can ever add a new mitzvah, take one away, or alter the received Mesorah. The Rambam guides us in how to identify a false

prophet who seeks to undermine the Torah, and explains the severe punishment such an individual faces.

At the same time, the Rambam clarifies the true role of a kosher prophet, who comes only to urge the people to keep the
Torah, not to start a new religion. We will learn about the unique authority of a prophet to issue temporary directives—even
to temporarily suspend a mitzvah, as Eliyahu HaNavi did on Har HaCarmel—and the strict boundaries of this authority,
which never applies to the worship of avodah zarah.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- The Eternity of the Torah and the Probibition Against Adding or Diminishing Mitzvos
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Itisa matter clear and explicit in the Torah
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that it, the Torah, is a mitzvah standing forever and for eternity of eternities.
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There is to it no change, and no diminishment, and no addition,

NI"M 1’?5} non N mw;g‘; 7RWN ANR DINNR 78R 901N WK 1270 29 NN"N 2 09927 nRNIY

31 YN

as it is said in Devarim 13:1, "All the matter which I command you, it you shall watch to do; you shall not add uponit,

and you shall not diminish from it."
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And it is said in Devarim 29:28, "And the revealed things are for us and for our children until forever, to do all the

words of this Torah.”
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Behold, you have learned that regarding all the words of Torah, we are commanded to do them until forever.
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And so He says regarding many mitzvos, that it is "an e ternal statute for your generations.”
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And it is said in Devarim 30:12, "It is not in heaven.”
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Behold, you have learned that no prophet is permitted to innovate a matter fromnow on.
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Therefore, if there will arise a man, whe ther from the nations of the world whe ther from Israel,
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and he performs a signorawonder
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and says that Hashem sent him to add a mitzvah or to diminish a mitzvah,
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or to explain regarding a mitzvah from the mitzvos an explanation that we did not hear from Moshe Rabbeinu,
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or who said that those mitzvos that Israel were commanded in are not forever and for generations of generations,
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rather they were mitzvos only according to that time,
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behold, this is a prophet of falsehood,

for behold, he comes to deny the prophecy of Moshe.
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And his death is by strangulation for that he willfully sinned to speak in the name of Hashem which He did not

command him,
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for He, blessed is His name, commanded to Moshe that this mitzvah is for us and for our children until forever,




:"219°1 PR WO NP 1% 2D 92713

and as Bamidbar 23:19 says, "God is not a man, that He should lie."

Halacha 2- The Role of a Prophet and the Obligation to Obey His Secular Directives
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If so, why is it said in the Torah
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"A prophet I will raise up for them from among their brethren like you"?
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Not to establish a new religion does he come,
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but to command upon the words of the Torah
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and to warn the people that they should not transgress against it,
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as that which was said by the last among them, the prophets,
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"Remember the Torah of Moshe My servant.”
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And so, if he commanded us in matters of permission, which are optional,
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for example, "Go to such-and-such a place,” or "Do not go";
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"Make war today,” or "Do not make war";
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"Build this wall,” or "Do not build it"—
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it is a mitzvah to listen to him.

QORY *7°2 AN 221 12T Py 2ivm

And the one who transgresses against his words is liable for death by the hands of Heaven,
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as it is said:
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"And it shall be, the man who will not listen to My words which he shall speak in My name, I will require it from him."”
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And so,a prophet who transgressed against his own words, by not doing what Hashem told him to do,
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and one who suppresses his prophecy, holding back the message and not delivering it to the people,
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is liable for death by the hand of Heaven,
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and regarding the three of them—including the one who ignores a prophet's words—it is said in the Torah,
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"I will seek it from him."”
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And so, if the prophet who is known to us to be a true prophet says to us
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to transgress against one of all the mitzvos stated in the Torah,
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or against many mitzvos, whether light or severe,

Yy e?

asa temporary measure according to the hour,
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it is a mitzvah to listen to him.
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And so we learned from the Sages of the early generations from the mouth of the tradition:
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In all matters, if the prophet says to you, "Transgress against the words of the Torah,"
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except for the worship of stars and idols, which we never listen to a prophet to perform.
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And this is provided that the matter must be only a temporary measure according to the hour.
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For example, Eliyahu on Mount Carmel, who offered a burnt offering outside the Beis HaMikdash,
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and Yerushalayim was already chosen for this service, making offering elsewhere forbidden,
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and one who offers outside is liable for karet.
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And because he is a prophet, it is a mitzvah to listen to him in this temporary instruction,
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and also regarding this it is said in the Torah,
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"To him you shall listen.”
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And if they had asked Eliyahu and said to him,
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"How can we uproot what is written in the Torah,
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'Lest you offer your burnt offerings in every place'?"
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He would have said, "It was not said except that one who offers outside permanently is liable for karet,
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just as Moshe commanded.
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But I will offer today outside by the word of Hashem,
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inorder to disprove the prophets of the Baal."
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And in this way, if all the prophets commanded to transgress a mitzvah temporarily according to the hour,
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it is a mitzvah to listen to them.
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And if they said that the matter is uprooted forever,
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the false prophet’'s death is by strangulation,
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for the Torah said,

:"0Piy 7Y 202250 1%

"For us and for our children until eternity.”




Halacha 4 - A False Prophet Who Denies the Torab or Oral Tradition
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And so, if a prophet uprooted a matter from the matters that we learned from the mouth of the tradition,

or if he said regarding a law from the laws of the Torah

that Hashem commanded him that the law is so,

and that the halacha is like the words of so-and-so,

behold, this is a prophet of falsehood and he is strangled by the Beis Din.

This is the law even though he performed a sign to verify his words,

forbehold, he comes to deny the Torah which said,

"It is not in heaven.”
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But for the hour, as a temporary ruling, we listen to him in everything he says, even to temporarily bypass a mitzvah.

Halacha 5 - The Probibition of Listening to a Prophet Who Entices to Idol Worship

In what cases are these words said? Only regarding

the other mitzvos of the Torah.

But regarding worship of stars,
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we do not listen to him,

and even if it is only for a temporary hour.

And evenif he performed great signs and wonders,

and said that Hashem commanded him

that there be worshipped worship of stars today alone,

or in this hour alone,

behold, this one has spoken perversion against Hashem.

And concerning this, the verse commanded and said:

"And if the sign and the wonder comes...

do notlisten to the words of that prophet...

for he spoke perversion against Hashem, your God."
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Forbehold, he comes to deny the prophecy of Moshe Rabbeinu, which is eternal.

And therefore, we know with certainty
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that he is a prophet of falsehood,
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and all that he did
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he did with secret arts and sorcery,
and he is strangled by the Beis Din as a false prophet.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter begins by establishing that the Torah is an everlasting statute that can never be changed, meaning anyone who
claims Hashem sent him to permanently alter a mitzvah is a false prophet liable to strangulation. The Rambam explains that
while a prophet cannot change the Torah, we must obey his personal instructions or his temporary commands to suspend a
mitzvah for a short duration, just as Bnei Yisrael obeyed Eliyahu HaNavi on Har HaCarmel. However, if a prophet claims that
a law has been permanently nullified, orif he tries to use prophecy to decide a halachic dispute, he is a false prophet. Finally,
the Rambam rules that we must never listen to a prophet who tells us to worship avodah zarah, even for a single hour, and

anyone who makes such a claimis executed as a false prophet whose signs were merely sorcery.
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The central foundation of our entire emunah is that the Torah is eternal. It is not a relic of history, nor is it subject to the
changing winds of time. The Rambam teaches us that even if a prophet performs the most breathtaking miracles, if he claims
that a mitzvah has been permanently changed or nullified, we pay himno attention. The Torah is "not in heaven” anymore; it
was given to us as an everlasting inheritance. This means that the Torah we have today is the exact same blueprint for life that

Moshe Rabbeinu received at Sinai, and it remains fully alive and binding in our modern world.

Sometimes, the yetzer hara whispers that the Torah needs to be "updated” to fit the times, or that certain mitzvos are too old-
fashioned for our current lifestyle. This sugya reminds us that Hashem's wisdom s infinite and transcends all generations.
When we performa mitzvah, we are not just practicing an ancient ritual; we are connecting to an eternal, unchanging

reality. Our commitment to Halacha cannot be shaken by the trends of society or the pressure to conform.

Today, when you performa mitzvah, whether it is saying a brachah with kavana, putting on tefillin, or speaking gently to a
family member, stop for five seconds beforehand. Remind yourself: "I am doing an act that is eternal. This mitzvah has never

changed, and by doing it, I ambinding ny soul to the eternal Torah of Moshe Rabbeinu."”
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