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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambamteaches us how we are to identify and verify a true prophet of Hashem. We learn that a prophet
does not need to perform supernatural wonders that alter the laws of nature, such as splitting the sea or reviving the dead, to

prove his authenticity. Instead, his primary test lies in his ability to accurately predict future events with absolute precision.

We will also explore the fundamental differences between a true prophet of Hashemand common diviners or sorcerers. While
the predictions of stargazers and dreamers are like chaff mixed with a little grain, the word of Hashem spoken through a
prophet is pure grain, completely free of falschood, serving to guide Klal Yisrael in all their needs.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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trustworthy  in oureyes he shallbe all of them his words

This halacha establishes that a prophet is verified not by performing supernatural mirvacles, but by the accurate prediction of future events.
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This halacha outlinesthe requirement to repeatedly test a self-proclaimed prophet s predictions before establishing him as a true prophet of Hashem.

Halacha 3 - The Distinction Between True Prophecy and the Predictions of Sorcerers and Diviners
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Halacha 4 - Testing a Prophet on Positive Prophecies and Not on Prophecies of Retribution
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This halacha explains that a prophet isonly tested on hispositive predictions, because God may retract a decree of punishment if the people repent.
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Halacha S - Believing a Prophet Based on Another Prophet and the Probibition of Excessive Testing
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This halacha teaches that once a prophet isestablished by another prophet or by repeated true predictions, we must believe bim without further testing.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter establishes that a candidate for prophecy must be tested multiple times solely on the basis of his positive
predictions, as any good decreed by Hashemis never nullified, whereas prophecies of retribution may not materialize if the
people do teshuvah. While diviners and sorcerers only get some predictions right and often err completely, a true prophet's
words must all come to fruition down to the smallest detail. Finally, the Rambam rules that if an established prophet attests to
the authenticity of another individual, we accept the new prophet immediately without requiring any further testing or

wonders, and it is strictly forbidden to doubt him.
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The Rambam teaches us a profound difference between the word of Hashemand the predictions of sorcerers and dreamers.
The predictions of the world are like chaff mixed with a little grain, mostly empty, with a tiny bit of truth by chance. But the
word of Hashemis pure grain, completely free of chaff. Every single word of goodness that Hashem decrees is absolute truth

and will never fall to the ground.

This is not just a rule for identifying a prophet; it is a fundamental guide for our own emunah and how we speak to others. In
our daily lives, we are often surrounded by the 'chaff’ of worldly predictions, worries, and negative voices telling us what the
future holds. But a Yid must anchor his mind only in the 'pure grain', the eternal, unchanging promises of Hashem's

goodness, His Torah, and His love for us.

Furthermore, we see that while a decree of retribution can be overturned through teshuvah and Hashem's mercy, a promise
of good is never nullified. Hashem's default desire is always to bestow goodness upon us. When we speak to our children, our
spouses, or our friends, we must emulate this divine middah. Our words of encouragement, belief, and goodness should be

solid, reliable, and absolute, while any words of rebuke should be soft, conditional, and quick to be forgiven.

Today, choose to tune out the 'chafl’ of worldly anxieties and focus on the 'pure grain’ of Hashem's goodness. When
speaking to someone close to you, make a conscious effort to offer a word of pure, unconditional encouragement or praise,

giving thema solid foundation of goodness to stand on.

Py P12 - TN TI0) N1 17177 790 - Navy & Gold - From the Hebrew Source Text HILCHOS YESODEI HATORAH - CHAPTER TEN - 5S HALACHAS




