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L CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, the Rambamteaches us how we are to identify and verify a true prophet of Hashem. We learn that a prophet
does not need to perform supernatural wonders that alter the laws of nature, such as splitting the sea or reviving the dead, to

prove his authenticity. Instead, his primary test lies in his ability to accurately predict future events with absolute precision.

We will also explore the fundamental differences between a true prophet of Hashemand common diviners or sorcerers. While
the predictions of stargazers and dreamers are like chaff mixed with a little grain, the word of Hashem spoken through a
prophet is pure grain, completely free of falschood, serving to guide Klal Yisrael in all their needs.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- Testing a Prophet by the Fulfillment of Future Predictions
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Any prophet who arises for us and says that Hashem sent him
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is not required to performa sign like one of the signs of Moshe our teacher,
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or like the signs of Eliyahu and Elisha, which have in thema change of the natural custom of the world.

1'M37 30§71 07993 NPT DOTINYT B713T TN 15 NiRG KDY

Rather, his sign is that he will say things destined to be in the world, and his words will be verified,
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as it is said in Devarim 18:21, "And if you say in your heart, 'How will we know the word which Hashem has not spoken?""

etc.
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Therefore, when a man comes who is worthy of prophecy, in the service of Hashem,
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and he does not come to add to and not to diminish from the mitzvos, rather to serve Hashem with the mitzvos of the
Torah,
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we do notsay to him, "Split the sea for us,” or "Revive the dead,” and the like of these, "and after that we will believe

inyou."
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Rather, we say to him, "If you are a prophet, say things destined to be in the future,”
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and he says them, and we wait to see whether his words will come to pass or will not come to pass.
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And even if a small matter fell through and did not happen, it is known that he is a prophet of falsehood.
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But if all of his words came to pass, he shall be trustworthy in our eyes.

Halacha 2 - Testing a Prophet and Establishing His Authenticity
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And we test him many times to verify his predictions.
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If all of his words are found to be trustworthy, with every single prediction coming to pass,
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behold, this one is a prophet of truth whom we are obligated to believe.
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This is as it is said concerning Shmuel in the book of Shmuel Aleph, chapter 3, verse 20:
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"And all of Yisrael, from Dan and until Beer Sheva, knew
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that Shmuel was established as a prophet to Hashem."

Halacha 3 - The Distinction Between True Prophecy and the Predictions of Sorcerers and Diviners
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And behold, the diviners and the sorcerers say what is destined to be in the future, so how do we distinguish a true

prophet from them?
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And what difference is there between the prophet and between them?
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But that the diviners and the sorcerers and the like of them, some of their words are fulfilled and some of them are
not fulfilled,
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as the matter that is said in Yeshayahu 47:13, "Let stand now and save you the astrologers of heaven, the stargazers,

who make known for the months from what will come uponyou."
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The verse says "from what" will come, and not "all that" will come.
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And it is possible that not will be fulfilled from their words anything, but they will err in everything,
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as the matter that is said in Yeshayahu 44:25, "He frustrates the omens of imposters, and diviners He drives mad."
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But the prophet, all his words are established,
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as it is said in MelachimIT 10:10, "for not will fall from the word of Hashem to the earth.”
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And so he says in Yirmeyahu 23:28, "The prophet who is with hima dream, let him tell a dream; and he who My word is

with him, let him speak words of truth. What is to the chaff — the grain? says Hashem."
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Meaning to say, that the words of the sorcerers and the dreams are like chaff that was mixed in it a little grain,
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and the word of Hashem is like grain that there is not in it chaff at all.
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And in this matter the verse promised and said
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that those the things that make known the diviners and the sorcerers to the nations, and they lie and fail to predict

accurately,
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the prophet will make known to you words of truth,
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and not youneed a diviner ora sorcerer and the like of him,
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as it is said in Devarim 18:10, "There shall not be found among you one who passes his son and his daughter through

the fire," etc.,
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and in Devarim 18:14, "For these nations, these,” etc., who listen to diviners,
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and it says in Devarim 18:15, "A prophet from your midst, from your brothers,” e tc. Hashem will establish for you.
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Behold, you have learned that not the prophet stands for us except to make known to us things that are destined to

be in the world,
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such as of plenty and famine, war and peace, and the like of them.
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And even the needs of an individual he makes known to him,
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like Shaul, when was lost to hima lost item, and he went to the prophet to make known to himits place.
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And the like of these the things it is that will say the prophet,

9 N Mg POY N N0N N7 nipRy X




not that he will make a religion another, or will add a mitzvah, or will subtract from the Torah.

Halacha 4 - Testing a Prophet on Positive Prophecies and Not on Prophecies of Retribution
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Regarding the words of retribution that the prophet says,
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for example, that he says, "So-and-so will die,"
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or, "In such-and-such a year there will be famine or war," and the like with these words,
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if his words do not stand and the punishment does not come, there is not in this a refutation of his prophecy.
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And we do not say, "Behold, he spoke and it did not come to pass, so he must be a false prophet.”

YT Y 8031 TOM 27 22BN TN NI N2 WiTRIY

TT

This is for the Holy One, Blessed is He, is slow to anger and abundant in kindness, and relents on the evil decree,
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and it is possible that they did teshuvah and it was forgiven to them, like the people of Nineveh,
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or that He suspended the decree for them to be paid later, like He did for King Chizkiyah.
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But if he promised a good thing, and said that there will be so-and-so,
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and the good that he said did not come, it is known that he is a prophet of falsehood.
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For every matter of good that God decrees, even if it was originally said on condition, He does not retract.
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And we have not found that He retracted a matter of good except during the destruction of the First Temple,
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when He promised the righteous that they would not die with the wicked, and He retracted His words because they

did not protest the sins of their generation.
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And this is explained in the tractate of Shabbos.
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Behold, you have learned that in words of good alone will the prophet be tested.
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This is what Yirmeyahu said in his re ply to Chananyah son of Azzur,
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when Yirmeyah was prophesying for evil, warning of the destruction, and Chananyah was prophesying for good, claiming

the vessels of the Beis HaMikdash would return.
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He said to him, to Chananyah, "If my words do not stand, there is not in this proof that I ama prophet of falsehood,

for Hashem may have relented from the evil,
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but if your words do not stand, it will be known that you are a prophet of falsehood, fora good prophecy must always

come to pass.”
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As it is said in the book of Yirmeyah, chapter 28, verse 7, "But hear please this word etc.”
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And the verse concludes: "The prophet who will prophesy peace, when the word of the prophet comes, it will be known

that the prophet is one whom Hashem sent in truth.”

Halacha 5 - Believing a Prophet Based on Another Prophet and the Probibition of Excessive Testing
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A prophet who testified for him another prophet that he is a prophet,
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behold he is in the status of a prophet,
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and this second one does not need investigation.

Forbehold, Moshe our teacher testified for Yehoshua,
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and all of Yisrael believed in him before he performed a sign.
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And so forgenerations to come:
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a prophet whose prophecy was known
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and they believed in his words time after time,
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or who testified for hima prophet,
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and he was going in the ways of the prophecy,

itis forbidden to suspect after himand to question his prophecy, lest it is not truth.
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And it is forbidden to test him more than enough,
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and we shall not be going and testing forever,
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as it is said in Devarim 6:16, "Do not test Hashem your God as you tested in Massah,”
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when they said in Shemos 17:7, "Is there Hashem in our midst or not?"
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Rather, since it is known that this is a prophet,
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they shall believe and they shall know that Hashem is in their midst,
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and they shall not question and they shall not suspect after him,
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like the matter as it is said in Yechezkel 2:5, "And they shall know that a prophet was in their midst."

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter establishes that a candidate for prophecy must be tested multiple times solely on the basis of his positive
predictions, as any good decreed by Hashemis never nullified, whereas prophecies of retribution may not materialize if the
people do teshuvah. While diviners and sorcerers only get some predictions right and often err completely, a true prophet's
words must all come to fruition down to the smallest detail. Finally, the Rambam rules that if an established prophet attests to
the authenticity of another individual, we accept the new prophet immediately without requiring any further testing or

wonders, and it is strictly forbidden to doubt him.

WYn? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Rambam teaches us a profound difference between the word of Hashemand the predictions of sorcerers and dreamers.
The predictions of the world are like chaff mixed with a little grain, mostly empty, with a tiny bit of truth by chance. But the
word of Hashemis pure grain, completely free of chaff. Every single word of goodness that Hashem decrees is absolute truth

and will never fall to the ground.

This is not just a rule for identifying a prophet; it is a fundamental guide for our own emunah and how we speak to others. In
our daily lives, we are often surrounded by the 'chaft’ of worldly predictions, worries, and negative voices telling us what the
future holds. But a Yid must anchor his mind only in the 'pure grain’, the eternal, unchanging promises of Hashem's

goodness, His Torah, and His love for us.

Furthermore, we see that while a decree of retribution can be overturned through teshuvah and Hashem's mercy, a promise
of good is never nullified. Hashem's default desire is always to bestow goodness upon us. When we speak to our children, our
spouses, or our friends, we must emulate this divine middah. Our words of encouragement, belief, and goodness should be

solid, reliable, and absolute, while any words of rebuke should be soft, conditional, and quick to be forgiven.

Today, choose to tune out the 'chaft’ of worldly anxieties and focus on the 'pure grain' of Hashem's goodness. When
speaking to someone close to you, make a conscious effort to offer a word of pure, unconditional encouragement or praise,

giving thema solid foundation of goodness to stand on.
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