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LJ THE SUGYA

In this daf; we continue our learning of the special tefillos and fasts, focusing on the order of the blessings and the deep
connection between our prayers and the historical figures who were answered by Hashem. The Gemara discusses the specific
wording of the blessings, explaining why certain prophets and kings are mentioned in a particular order, and how their cries

and prayers serve as the foundation for our own supplications in times of distress.

We then move into a beautiful and practical discussion regarding the kohanimand their service in the Beis HaMikdash. The
Gemara details the restrictions placed on the priestly watches (mishmaros) and their sub-divisions (batei avos) regarding
drinking wine, cutting hair, and laundering clothes. This leads into a touching discussion of how these halachos apply in our
times, reflecting our constant yearning and readiness for the rebuilding of the Beis HaMikdash.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Rather, the shofar is blown on Rosh HaShana, and on the Jubilee Years, and in a time of war.
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The Mishnah taught: For the first blessing he recites: He Who answered Abraham etc.

GEMARA
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It was taught in a baraita: Some reverse the order of the blessings, assigning crying to Elijah, and prayer to Samuel.
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The Gemara asks: Granted, with regard to Samuel, both options are appropriate, as it is written concerning him: Prayer, and

it is likewise written concerning him: Crying.
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However, with regard to Elijah, although prayer is written, crying is not written! How can one conclude his blessing with

crying?
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The Gemara answers: Elijah's statement: "Answer me, Hashem, answer me" is an expression of crying.
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The Mishnah taught: For the sixth he recites: He Who answered Jonah etc. For the seventh he recites: He Who

answered David etc.

GEMARA
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The Gemara asks: Since Jonah was after David and Solomon, what is the reason that the tanna mentions him first?
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The Gemara answers: Because he wants to conclude the series with: Who has mercy on the Land, which fits David and

Solomon who prayed for Eretz Yisrael.
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It was taught in a baraita: In the name of Sumakhos they said that he concludes the final blessing with: Blessed is He Who

humbles the exalted.
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The Mishnah taught: On the first three fasts, the members of the priestly watch fast but do not complete their fasts until

nightfall etc.

GEMARA
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The Rabbis taught in a baraita: For what reason did they say that the members of the priestly watch are permitted to

drink wine at nights but not during the days?
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Lest the Temple service becomes burdensome for the members of the patrilineal family, and the members of the priestly

watch will come and assist them.
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For what reason did they say that the members of the patrilineal family may not drink wine, neither by day nor by

night? Because they are constantly engaged in the Temple service.
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Fromhere the Sages stated: Any priest who knows his priestly watch and the watch of his patrilineal family, and

knows that the family of his forefathers was established there, is prohibited to drink wine that entire day.
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In the case of a priest who knows his priestly watch but does not know the watch of his patrilineal family, and knows

that the family of his forefathers was established there, he is prohibited to drink wine that entire week.
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Ifhe does not know his priestly watch or the watch of his patrilineal family, but knows that the family of his

forefathers was established there, he is prohibited to drink wine that entire year.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi says: I say that it is prohibited for him to drink wine forever; but what canI do, as his

misfortune is his advantage, since the Temple has been destroyed for so long, the decree cannot be sustained.
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Abaye said: In accordance with whose opinion do priests drink wine nowadays? It is in accordance with Rabbi
Yehuda HaNasi.
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The Mishnah taught: The members of the priestly watch and the members of the non-priestly watch are prohibited to

cut their hair or launder their garments, but on Thursday they are permitted in deference to Shabbat.

GEMARA

QUESTION

The Gemara asks: What is the reason for these prohibitions?
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Rabba bar bar Hana said that Rabbi Yochanan said: In order that they should not enter their priestly watch when they
are unke mpt.
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The Rabbis taught: A king cuts his hair every day, a High Priest from Friday to Friday, and a common priest once every

thirty days.
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The Gemara asks: A king cuts his hair every day; what is the reason?

ANSWER
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Rabbi Abba bar Zavda said: The verse states: "Your eyes shall see the king in his beauty.”
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The Gemara asks: A High Priest from Friday to Friday; what is the reason?
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Rav Shmuel bar Yitzchak said: Since the watches are renewed and changed every Friday, he must look groomed for them.
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The Gemara asks: A common priest once every thirty days; from where do we derive this?
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The Gemara answers: It is derived by a verbal analogy of the word "pera” and "pera” from a nazirite.
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It is written here concerming priests: "Neither shall they shave their heads, nor suffer their locks [pera] to grow long,"
and it is written there with regard to a nazirite: "He shall be sacred, he shall let the locks [pera] of the hair of his head

grow long."
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ust as there, for a nazirite, it is thirty days, so too here, for a priest, it is thirty days.
Yy day: p Yy day:
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The Gemara asks: And a nazirite himself, from where do we derive that his termis thirty days?
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Rav Mattana said: An unspecified naziriteship is thirty days.

QUESTION

The Gemara asks: From where do we derive this?
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The verse states: "He shall be [yihyeh]” — in gematria, the numerical value of yihyeh is thirty.
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Rav Pappa said to Abaye: But perhaps this is what the Merciful One is saying: They should not grow hairat all!
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Abaye said to him: If it were written: "Do not grow a pera,” it would be as you said; now that it is written: "And a pera

theyshall not let grow long," it implies there may be a pera, but they must not let it grow long beyond thirty days.
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The Gemara asks: If so, that it is a biblical prohibition, even nowadays also it should be forbidden for priests to grow their hair!
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The Gemara answers: It is similar to those who have drunk wine. Just as those who have drunk wine are only prohibited

at the time of entry to the Temple, but not at the time of entry is permitted, so too here also.
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The Gemara objects: But wasn't it taught in a baraita, Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi says: I say that priests are prohibited to

drink wine forever, but what canI do, as his misfortune is his advantage?
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And Abaye said: In accordance with whose opinion do priests drink wine nowadays? It is in accordance with Rabbi

Yehuda HaNasi. By inference, the Rabbis prohibit drinking wine nowadays!
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What is the reason? Quickly the Temple will be rebuilt, and we will need a priest fit for service and there will be

none. Here, regarding hair, it is possible that he cuts his hair and enters immediately.

QUESTION




NI 2RI 27PIRDTIR 2T WK — BRI 172ANY 237 K

The Gemara asks: If so, one who has drunk wine also, it is possible that he sleeps alittle and enters, as Rami bar Abba

said!
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For Rami bar Abba said: A walk of a mil, or a sleep of any amount, dispels the wine!
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The Gemara answers: Was it not stated concerning this, Rav Nachman said that Rabba bar Avuha said: They only taught
this when he drank a quarter-log, but if he drank more than a quarter-log, all the more so a walk tires him and sleep

makes him more drunk!
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Rav Ashi said: Those who have drunk wine, whose service is profaned, the Rabbis decreed against them. Those with

long hair, whose service is not profaned, the Rabbis did not decree against them.
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The Gemara objects: But these are liable to death: Those who have drunk wine, and those with long hair!

2123 WX 1R RPN "W 2K 13W1 1777 A3 203 RT3 — 17 NG XpPw

Granted, those who have drunk wine, it is explicitly written concerning them: "Do not drink wine or strong drink."

But those with long hair, from where do we derive this?
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As it is written: "Neither shall they shave their heads, nor suffer their locks to grow long," and it is written after it:

"Neither shall any priest drink wine, when they enter into the inner court.”
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And those with long hair are compared to those who have drunk wine: Just as those who have drunk wine are liable to

death, so too those with long hair are liable to death.
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And from this comparison: Just as those who have drunk wine profane the service, so too those with long hair

profane the service! This refutes Rav Ashi.
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The Gemara answers: No; when they are compared, they are compared only regarding death, but regarding profaning

the service, they are not compared.
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Ravina said to Rav Ashi: Before Ezekiel came and wrote this verse, who said this halacha?
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Rav Ashi said to him: And according to your reasoning, that which Rav Chisda said: This matter we did not learn from
the Torah of Moshe, but from the words of the Prophets we learned: "No stranger, uncircumcised in heart and

uncircumcised in flesh, shall enter My Sanctuary” — before Ezekiel came, who said this?
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Rather, they learned it as a tradition, and Ezekiel came and supported it with a verse.
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Here too, theylearned it as a tradition, and Ezekiel came and supported it with a verse. And when they learned the

halacha, they learned it only regarding death, but regarding profaning the service, they did notlearn it.

n;wn MISHNAH

S0 PNRT 0K 17107 — 2R RY K77 NAYA NPoaR2 N30 D

The Mishnah taught: Any day written in Megillat Taanit on which it is forbidden to eulogize, the day before it is
forbidden, but the day after it is permitted.




GEMARA
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The Sages taught: These are the days on which it is forbidden to fast,and onsome of themit is forbidden to

eulogize:

1913 72957 KT NTR0 DRAMN R X700 TV IR KT WO

From the New Moon of Nisan until the eighth of it, the daily offering was established, on which it is forbidden to

eulogize.
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From the eighth of it until the end of the festival of Pesach, the festival of Shavuot was established, on which it is

forbidden to eulogize.
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The Master said above: From the New Moon of Nisan until the eighth of it, the daily offering was established, on

which it is forbidden to eulogize.
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The Gemara asks: Why do I need it to say from the New Moon? Let it say from the second of Nisan, and Rosh Chodesh

itself'is a holiday and forbidden to fast or culogize anyway!

ANSWER
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Rav said: It is only necessary to forbid the day before it, which is the day before Rosh Chodesh.
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The Gemara asks: But the day before it also, let it be derived because it is the day before Rosh Chodesh!
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The Gemara answers: Rosh Chodesh is from the Torah, and Torah laws do not need reinforcement by forbidding the day
before them.
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As it was taught in a baraita: These days written in Megillat Taanit — before them and after themare forbidden.
Shabbos and Yom Tov — they are forbidden, but before them and after them are permitted.

EXPLANATION
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And what is the difference between this and that? These are words of Torah, and words of Torah do not need

reinforcement; these are words of the Sages, and words of the Sages need reinforce ment.

STATEMENT
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The Master said: From the eighth of it until the end of the festival, the festival of Shavuot was established, on which

itis forbidden to eulogize.
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The Gemara asks: Why do I need it to say until the end of the festival? Let it say until the festival, and the festival itself
is a holiday and forbidden!
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Rav Pappa said: It is as Ravsaid — it is only necessary to forbid the day after the festival.

S UMMARY

The daf begins by clarifying the order of the blessings recited on fast days, explaining why the blessing of Jonah precedes
those of David and Shlomo, which concludes with a blessing for mercy on the Land of Israel. The Gemara then transitions to
the halachos of the kohanim, explaining that members of the mishmar were forbidden to drink wine during the day, and
members of the Beis Av were forbidden both day and night, to ensure they were always fit for service. We learn how this
restriction extends to kohanim today who might know their specific watch, with Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi noting that while
technically kohanim should refrain from wine constantly in anticipation of the Beis HaMikdash being rebuilt, the length of
the exile makes such a decree unsustainable. Finally, the Gemara discusses the prohibitions against cutting hair and laundering
clothes during the week of service to ensure the kohanimdid not enter the Beis HaMikdash looking unkempt, concluding

with the frequencies of haircuts for the king, the Kohen Gadol, and common kohanim.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Gemara teaches us a beautiful, deep lesson about the power of anticipation and readiness. We learn that the Kohanim
were restricted from drinking wine because of the constant possibility that the Beis HaMikdash would be rebuilt at any
moment, requiring them to step up and serve immediately. Even in the darkness of the Churban, they lived with the active

expectation of the Geulah.

This is not just a halachic discussion about the Kohaniny, it is a profound guide for our own daily avodah. How often do we
find ourselves living in a state of spiritual slumber, assuming that today will be just like yesterday? The Torah is telling us thata
Yid must always be ready. We must live with the constant awareness that Hashem can change our situation in the blink of an

eye, and we need to be spiritually prepared to answer the call.

When we keep ourselves refined, focused, and ready for the Aibershter's service, we bring that reality closer. We must not let
ourselves get carried away by the physical distractions of this world, symbolized by the wine, to the point where we are

unprepared when our unique neshama is called upon to do its job.

Today, take five minutes before you daven orlearn to consciously remind yourself: "The Beis HaMikdash can be rebuilt

today, and my avodah matters right now." Let this thought bring a new level of focus and alacrity to your mitzvos.
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