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LJ THE SUGYA

In this daf; we are zocheh to delve deeper into the halachos of Megillat Ta'anit and the special days when our Chachamim
prohibited fasting and eulogizing. The Gemara continues its discussion on whether these prohibitions extend to the days
immediately preceding and following these festive dates, analyzing the opinions of Rabbi Yosei and Rabbi Meir. We learn

how the calendar’s structure, such as whether a month is full or deficient, impacts these halachos.

We also encounter a beautiful and moving story of Hashgacha Pratis during the Roman exile. The Gemara recounts how the
wicked Roman empire issued terrible decrees against Torah study, Bris Milah, and Shabbos. Through the wise counsel of a
Roman matron, Yehuda ben Shammua and his colleagues cried out to Shamayimin the dark of night, demanding to know
why they were treated differently than other nations when we are all children of one Father. Hashemheard their tefillos, the
decrees were annulled, and the twenty-eighth of Adar was established as a day of joy.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

EXPLANATION

Rather, the mention of the day before was only to prohibit fasting on the day before it. Here too, with regard to the New
Moon of Nisan, it is not necessary to mention it except to prohibit culogizing on the day after it, which is the second of

Nisan.
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In accordance with whose opinion is this? It is in accordance with Rabbi Yosei, who said: Both on the day before a holiday

of Megillas Taanis and on the day after it, it is prohibited to fast and eulogize.
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The Gemara asks: If so, that we hold like Rabbi Yosei, then with regard to the twenty-ninth of Adar also, why specifically
state that it is prohibited because it is the day before the day on which the daily offering was established, which is the New
Moon of Nisan? Let him derive it that it is prohibited because it is the day after the twenty-eighth of Adar itself!

RIPTYR T 17797 K77 XTI RDZY RO22 NOK 2 X7 B33 NI0T

As it is taught in a baraita: On the twenty-eighth of Adar, good tidings came to the Jews that they would not be

removed from studying the Torah.




,O1°32 NN 19I° RPYY,TIN2 3P0y KW DRIWS Py TRw nywan ninhn 1 nnR oyew
JinaY 12w

For once, the wicked empire of Rome decreed a decree of destruction upon Israel, that they should not occupy

themselves with the Torah, and that they should not circumcise their sons, and that they should desecrate Shabbos.
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What did Yehuda ben Shammua and his colleagues do? They went and took counsel from a certain matron whose

company all the prominent people of Rome frequent.
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She said to them: Arise and cry out in protest at night.
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They went and cried out at night, saying: O Heaven! Are we not brothers? Are we not children of one father? Are we
not children of one mother? How are we different from every other nation and tongue that you decree evil decrees

uponus?
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And the Romans annulled them, and they made that day a holiday on which fasting and eulogizing are prohibited.
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Abaye said in resolution: It is not necessary to mention the New Moon of Nisan to prohibit the twenty-ninth of Adar except
for a full month of Adar, which has thirty days. In that case, the thirtieth of Adar is prohibited only because it is the day before the

New Moon, and not because it follows the twenty-eighth.
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Rav Ashi said: Even if you say we are referring to a deficient month of twenty-nine days, the explanation is: Any day that is
after a holiday of Megillas Taanis is prohibited for fasting, but permitted for eulogizing. But this day, the twenty-ninth of
Adar, since it lies between two holidays—the twenty-eighth of Adarand the New Moon of Nisan—the Sages made it like a

holiday itself, and even for eulogizing it is also prohibited.




STATEMENT
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The Master said above in Megillas Taanis: From the eighth of Nisan until the end of the festival of Pesach, the festival of

Shavuos was restored, so as not to eulogize.
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The Gemara asks: Why do I need to say: From the eighth of Nisan? Let him say: From the ninth of Nisan, and the eighth
itself will be prohibited anyway, as it is the day on which the daily offering was established, which is the final day of that
eight-day dedication period!
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The Gemara answers: Since if an event happened and they annulled the seven days of the daily offering dedication, the

eighthitself would still be prohibited, as it is the first day on which the festival of Shavuos was restored.
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The Gemara notes: Now that you have arrived at this reasoning, with regard to the twenty-ninth of Adaralso we can say:
Since if an event happened and they annulled the twenty-eighth of Adar, the twenty-ninth itself would still be
prohibited, as it is the day before the day on which the daily offering was established.

STATEMENT
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It was stated that there is a dispute among Amora'im: Rav Chiyya bar Ashi said that Rav said: The halacha is in accordance
with Rabbi Yosei, that both the day before and the day after are prohibited. And Shmuel said: The halacha is in accordance
with Rabbi Meir, that the day before is prohibited but the day after is permitted.
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The Gemara asks: And did Shmuel actually say this? But isn't it taught in a baraita: Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: Why
does the verse teach ‘on them, 'on them' two times? To tell you that they themselves are prohibited, but the days before
them and after them are permitted. And Shmuel said: The halacha is in accordance with Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel!
How then could Shmuel say the halacha is like Rabbi Meir?

ANSWER
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The Gemara answers: Initially, he thought: Since there is no Tanna who is as lenient as Rabbi Meir, he said the halacha is

like Rabbi Meir. Once he heard that Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel is even more lenient, as he permits even the day before,

Shmuel said: The halacha is in accordance with Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel.

STATEMENT
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And so Bali said that Rabbi Chiyya bar Abba said that Rabbi Yochanan said: The halacha is in accordance with Rabbi

Yosei.
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Rabbi Chiyya said to Bali: Let me explain it to you. When Rabbi Yochanan said the halacha is like Rabbi Yosei, he

meant only with regard to not fasting on the day before, but not with regard to eulogizing.
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The Gemara asks: And did Rabbi Yochanan actually say this? But didn't Rabbi Yochanan say: The halacha is in

accordance with an unattributed Mishnah?
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And we learned in an unattributed Mishnah in Megillah: Even though they said that we bring forward the reading of the

Megillah and do not delay it, those days are permitted for eulogizing and fasting.
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The Gemara analyzes this: When is this referring to? If we say it refers to the residents of the fifteenth of Adar, walled cities,

and they read it on the fourteenth, is it permitted to fast and eulogize on that day?
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But isn't it written in Megillas Taanis: The fourteenth day of it and the fifteenth day of it are the days of Purim, on

which it is prohibited to eulogize?
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And Rava said: This is necessary only to prohibit that of this day on that day, and that of that day on this day, meaning
both days are prohibited for everyone.
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Rather, is it referring to the residents of the fourteenth who read it on the thirteenth? But that is the Day of Nicanor,

which is a holiday of Megillas Taanis!
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Rather, is it referring to the residents of the fourteenth who read it on the twelfth? But that is the Day of Trajan, which is

also a holiday!
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Rather, is it not that they read it on the eleventh, which is the day before the Day of Trajan, and it teaches thatitis

permitted for eulogizing and fasting? This proves that the day before a holiday is permitted, which contradicts Rabbi Yosei!
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The Gemara answers: No, it refers to the residents of the fourteenth who read it on the twelfth. And as for what you said,
that it is the Day of Trajan—the Day of Trajan itself was annulled, since She mayah and his brother Achiyah were killed

onit.

STATEMENT
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This is like that incident where Rav Nachman decreed a fast on the twelfth of Adar, and the Rabbis said to him: It is the

Day of Trajan!
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He said to them: The Day of Trajan itself was annulled, since Shemayah and his brother Achiyah were killed on it.
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The Gemara asks: But let him derive that the twelfth is prohibited because it is the day before Nicanor, which is on the

thirteenth!
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Rav Ashi said: Now, if it itself, the Day of Trajan, was annulled, shall we stand and decree a prohibition on it because of

the Day of Nicanor?




?Dﬁ:’:j‘m SN2 ‘ﬂ:i?’; "NR

The Gemara asks: What is the story of Nicanor and what is the story of Trajan?
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As it is taught in a baraita: Nicanor was one of the Greek generals, and every single day he would wave his hand over

Judea and Yerushalayim, and say: When will it fall into my hand so that I may trample it?
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And when the Hasmonean dynasty overcame and defeated them, they cut off his thumbs and big toes and hung them
on the gates of Yerushalayim, and said: The mouth that spoke with pride, and the hands that waved over Yerushalayim

—may vengeance be done to them.
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The Gemara asks: What is the story of Trajan?
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They said: When Trajan sought to kill Lulianus and Pappus his brother in Laodicea, he said to them: If you are from
the nation of Chananyah, Mishael, and Azaryah, let your God come and save you from my hand, just as He saved

Chananyah, Mishael, and Azaryah from the hand of Nebuchadnezzar!
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They said to him: Chananyah, Mishael, and Azaryah were completely righteous, and they were worthy of having a
miracle performed for them. And Nebuchadnezzar was a worthy king, and it was fitting to perform a miracle through

him.
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But that wicked man, referring to Trajan himself, is a commoner, and he is not fitting to have a miracle performed through

him.

19237 1271 ,09PR T 19 WY 093737 1397 — 213737 AR 1K XY ,BIpRD 1790 120N 1N
AININ O399 112 1YIRY iRk iva oipr? i W NNy

And we have become liable to destruction before the Omnipresent, and if you do not kill us, the Omnipresent has

many other killers, and the Omnipresent has many bears and lions in His world that can attack us and kill us.
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Rather, the Holy One, Blessed be He, has delivered us into your hand only because He is destined to exact

punishment for our blood from your hand. Nevertheless, he killed them immediately.
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They said: They did not move from there before commissioners came from Rome and split his brain with clubs.

n;wn MISHNAH
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We learned in the Mishnah: We do not decree a fast on the community initially on a Thursday, etc., and we do not decree

afast on Roshei Chodashim, etc.

GEMARA
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The Gemara asks: And how much is considered an initiation of fasts? Rav Acha said: Three fasts. Rabbi Assi said: One fast.
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Rav Yehuda said that Rav said: This is the opinion of Rabbi Meir, who said it in the name of Rabban Gamliel, but the
Sages say: One who accidentally began fasting on Rosh Chodesh fasts and completes his fast.

RULING
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Mar Zutra expounded in the name of Rav Huna: The halacha is that one fasts and completes the fast.

STATEMENT
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May we return to you, "Seder Ta'aniyos Keitzad".

n;wn MISHNAH
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The order of these fasts mentioned in the previous chapter is said only with regard to the first rainfall. But if crops

changed and began to wither, we sound the shofar for them immediately.
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And so too, if the rains ceased between one rain and another rain for forty days, we sound the shofar for them,

because it is a plague of drought.
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If rains fell for the crops but did not fall for the trees, or for the trees and not for the crops, or for this and for that but

not for the cisterns, ditches, and caves, we sound the shofar for them immediately.
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And so too, a city upon which rain did not fall, as it is written: "And I caused it to rain upon one city, and upon

another city I caused it not to rain; one portion was rained upon, etc.”

SUMMARY

The Gemara clarifies the status of the twenty-ninth of Adar and the New Moon of Nisan, explaining how these dates
function as boundaries for fasting and eulogizing under different calendar configurations. We see a machlokes between Rav
and Shmuel regarding the final halacha: Rav rules like Rabbi Yosei, who is machmir and prohibits eulogizing on both the day
before and the day after a Megillat Ta'anit holiday, while Shmuel seeks the most lenient ruling possible, ultimately aligning

with Rabban Shimon ben Gamiliel to permit fasting and eulogizing on both the preceding and succeeding days.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

In our daf; we leam of the terrible decrees of the Roman empire, who sought to tear the Yidden away from the Torah, from
bris milah, and from the holy Shabbos. In their great distress, Yehuda ben Shammua and his colleagues cried out in the dark
of night: "O Heaven! Are we not brothers? Are we not children of one father?” This heartfelt cry, rooted in the deep,

unbreakable bond of Jewish brotherhood, pierced the heavens and brought about the salvation of our people.

This teaches us a profound lesson about our own avodah. When we look at another Yid, we must never see a stranger. No
matter how far apart we may seemin our daily lives, our external dress, or our backgrounds, we are children of the very same
Father. When a fellow Yid is hurting, or when we see someone struggling to connect to the Aibershter, our hearts must cry

out with that same deep feeling of family. We are brothers, and we are responsible for one another.

Today, take a moment to look at a fellow Yid with whomyou do not normally interact, and consciously remind yourself:
"This is my brother, a child of my Father in Heaven.” Show thema warm smile, offer a kind word, or say a chapter of Tehillim

for someone in need, strengthening the holy bond of ahavas Yisrael that brings Hashem's salvation to us all.
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