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L) THE SUGYA

In this daf; we are privileged to enter the holy and wondrous world of the great Tanna, Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa, and his
righteous wife. We learn of their extreme poverty, where they had to put vinegar in the Shabbos lamps and pretend to bake
bread just to avoid embarrassment from their neighbors. Through these stories, we see how the Aibershter constantly
performed open miracles for them, changing the very nature of creation to protect their dignity and sustain themin their holy

avodah.

We also learn of the deep emunah and yiras Shamayim of Rabbi Chanina, who refused to benefit fromanything that was not
rightfully his, even caring for lost chickens until they multiplied into a herd of goats. The Gemara then transitions to the
moving story of Rabbi Elazar ben Pedat, another holy Sage who suffered from crushing poverty, showing us the sweet and
intimate dialogue between a tzaddik and the Holy One, Blessed be He, regarding the struggles of this world and the reward
waiting in the next.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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She did this because of embarrassment, to make it appear that she was baking.

STATEMENT
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She had a certain evil neighbor who said to herself: Now, I know that they do not have anything at all. What, then, is all

this smoke?

STATEMENT
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She went and knocked on the door to find out what was in the oven. Rabbi Chanina's wife was embarrassed and entered

the inner room.

STATEMENT
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A miracle was performed for her, as the neighbor saw the oven filled with bread and the kneading basin filled with

dough.

STATEMENT
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The neighbor said to her, calling her by name: So-and-so, so-and-so! Bring a shovel, as your bread is burning.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Chanina's wife said to her: I too went inside for that very purpose.
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A Sage taught in a Braisa: She too had entered to bring a shovel, because she was accustomed to miracles and anticipated

that one would occur.

STATEMENT
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His wife said to him, to Rabbi Chanina: Until when will we go on and suffer this much poverty?

STATEMENT
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He said to her: What can we do?

STATEMENT
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She said to him: Pray for mercy that they should give you some thing from Heaven.

STATEMENT
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He prayed for mercy, and there emerged something like the palmofa hand, and they gave himone leg of a golden
table.

STATEMENT
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That night, she saw in a dream that in the future, the righteous will eat at a golden table that has three legs, but she

and her husband will eat at a table of two legs.

STATEMENT
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When she told him this, he said to her: Are you content that everyone will eat at a complete table, and we will catata

defective table?

STATEMENT
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She said to him: But what can we do? Pray for mercy that they should take it from you.
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He prayed for mercy, and they took it back.
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A Sage taught: The last miracle was greater than the first, as we have learned as a tradition that Heaven gives, but does

not take back.

STATEMENT
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One Friday evening, he saw his daughter who was sad. He said to her: My daughter, why are you sad?

STATEMENT
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She said to him: A vessel of vinegar was confused by me for a vessel of oil, and I lit from it the light for Shabbos.

STATEMENT
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He said to her: My daughter, what does it matter to you? He Who said to the oil that it should burn, He will say to the

vinegar that it should burn.
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A Sage taught: It continued burning the entire day, until they brought from it light for Havdalah.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa had some goats. His neighbors said to him: They are causing damage to our fields.

STATEMENT
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He said: If they are causing damage, let them be eaten by bears; but if not, let each and every one bring in the evening

abearonits horns.

STATEMENT

In the evening, each and every one brought a bear onits horns.




STATEMENT
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He had a certain neighbor who was building a house, and the beams did not reach from wall to wall.

STATEMENT
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She came before himand said to him: I built my house, and my beams do not reach.

STATEMENT
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He said to her: What is your name? She said to him: Ikku. He said: If so, may your beams reach.
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A Sage taught: They reached, until they jutted out a cubit to this side and a cubit to that side. And some say: They

made segments, adding new walls to support them.
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It is taught in a Braisa, Pleimo says: I saw that house, and its beams were jutting out a cubit to this side and a cubit to

that side, and they said to me: This is the house that Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa roofed through his prayer.
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The Gemara asks: And Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa, from where did he have goats? But wasn't he poor?
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And furthermore, the Sages said: One may not raise small domesticated animals in Eretz Yisrael because they destroy

fields. How then could he raise goats?
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Rav Pinchas said: An incident occurred and a certain man passed by the entrance of his house and left chickens there,

and the wife of Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa found them, and he said to her: Do not eat of their eggs, as they are not ours.
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And they multiplied eggs and chickens, and they were distressing them with their noise, and he sold them and bought

goats with their proceeds.
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Once, that same man from whom the chickens were lost passed by, and he said to his companion: Here is where I'left

my chickens.
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Rabbi Chanina heard, and said to him: Do you have an identifying sign on them? He said to him: Yes. He gave him the

signand took the goats.

STATEMENT

And these are the very goats that brought bears on their horns.
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The Gemara relates: Rabbi Elazar ben Pedat was very hard-pressed for money.

STATEMENT
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He underwent bloodletting, and he did not have anything to taste afterward. He took a clove of garlic and put it in his

mouth; his heart became weak and he fell asleep.
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The Rabbis went to inquire about him. They saw him weeping and laughing, and a ray of light was shining from his
forehead.

STATEMENT

7N N2D2R NRYY "RW (02 1M ,IYNN °D

When he awoke, they said to him: What is the reason that you were weeping and laughing?

STATEMENT
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He said to them: Because the Holy One, Blessed be He, was sitting with me, and I said to Him: Until when will I suffer

in this world?

STATEMENT
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And He said to me: Elazar, My son, is it pleasing to you that I turn the world back to its beginning? Perhaps you

would be bornin an hour of sustenance and not be poor.

STATEMENT
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I said before Him: All this trouble to recreate the world, and even then itis only a perhaps, nota certainty?

STATEMENT
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I'said to Him: Are the years that I have lived more, or those that I will live more?

STATEMENT

90T 2% MmN

He said to me: Those that you have lived are more.

STATEMENT
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Isaid before Him: If so, I do not want You to recreate the world for the sake of a few remaining years.

STATEMENT
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He said to me: In reward for this, that you said "I do not want,” I will give you in the World-to-Come thirteen rivers of

pure balsam oil as large as the Euphrates and the Tigris, that you may enjoy them.
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Isaid before Him: This and no more?

STATEMENT
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He said to me: But if so, what will I give to your colleagues?
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Isaid to Him: And do I request this froma man who has nothing, that You should be concerned about running out? You are

omnipotent!

STATEMENT
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He playfully snapped His finger on my forehead, and said to me: Elazar, My son, My arrows I have cast upon you,

meaning My blessings.
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The Gemara returns to the topic of fasts: Rabbi Chama bar Chanina decreed a fast, and rain did not come.
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The people said to him: But Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi decreed a fast and rain came! Why does your prayer not work?
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He said to them: Here am I, and here is the son of Levi; we are not on the same spiritual level.

STATEMENT
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They said to him: Let us come and direct our minds together; perhaps the congregation will break their hearts in

repentance so that rain will come.

STATEMENT
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They prayed for mercy, and rain did not come.
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He said to them: Is it pleasing to you that rain should come for our sake? They said to him: Yes.

STATEMENT
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He said: Heaven, Heaven, cover your face with clouds! But it did not cover.

STATEMENT
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He said: How brazenis the face of Heaven! It then covered and rain came.

STATEMENT
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The Gemara relates: Levi decreed a fast, and rain did not come.




STATEMENT
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He said before Him: Master of the Universe! You ascended and sat on high, and You do not have mercy on Your

children? Rain came, but he became lame as a punishment for speaking so harshly.
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Rabbi Elazar said: A personshould never speak insolently toward Heaven, for a great man spoke insolently toward

Heaven and became lame, and who was he? Levi.
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The Gemara asks: Did this cause it to him? But didn't Levi demonstrate a kidah bow before Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi, and

from that he became lame?
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The Gemara answers: Both this and that caused it to him.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Chiyya bar Lulyani heard those clouds saying: Let us go and pour water on Ammon and Moab.

STATEMENT

,T225R K21 0919 nimIR B2 By nn PRI 9nYR MR nnaws 10y Y 2929 2% mN
ATPRDITR MTYW N7 7Y 79w 27 1081 RN Yoy

He said before Him: Master of the Universe! When You gave the Torah to Your nation Israel, You went around to all
the nations of the world and they did not accept it,and now You give them rain? Pour it here! They poured it on their

place in Eretz Yisrael.
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Rabbi Chiyya bar Lulyani expounded: What is that which is written: "The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, he

shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon"?
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If "palm tree” is said, why is "cedar” said? And if "cedar” is said, why is "palm tree" said?
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If "palm tree” were said and "cedar” were not said, I would say: Just as a palm tree, its trunk does not regenerate when
cut, so too the righteous, Heaven forbid, his trunk does not regenerate and he has no hope aftera downfall; therefore,

"cedar" is said.
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If "cedar” were said and "palm tree” were not said, I would say: Just as a cedar does not produce fruit, so too the

righteous, Heaven forbid, does not produce fruit of good deeds; therefore, "palm tree” is said and "cedar” is said.
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The Gemara asks: And does a cedar’s trunk regenerate? But isn't it taught in a Braisa:
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One who buys a tree from his fellow to cut down, he must raise it a handbreadth from the ground and cut so thatit can

grow back.
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With a sycamore trunk, he must leave two handbreadths. With a virgin sycamore, he must leave three handbreadths.
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With reeds and vines, he must cut from the joint and above.
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But with palm trees and with cedars, he digs below and uproots them, because their trunk does not regenerate. This

contradicts the assumption that a cedar's trunk regenerates!
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The Gemara answers: With what are we dealing here? With other species of cedars, in accordance with the statement of
Rabbah bar Huna.
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For Rabbah bar Huna said: There are tenspecies of cedars, as it is said: "I will plant in the wilderness cedar, acacia,

and myrtle, etc.” Some of these species do regenerate.
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The Rabbis taught: Anincident occurred with Rabbi Eliezer, who decreed thirteen fasts on the congregation and

rain did not fall. On the last fast, the congregation began to leave the synagogue.
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He said to them: Have you prepared graves for yourselves that you are leaving? All the people burst into weeping, and

rain fell.
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Another incident occurred with Rabbi Eliezer, who went down before the Ark and said twenty-four blessings, and

was not answered.
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Rabbi Akiva went down after him and said: "Our Father, our King, we have no King but You. Our Father, our King, for

Your sake have mercy on us,” and rain fell.
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The Rabbis were whispering in surprise that Rabbi Akiva was answered and not his master. A Heavenly Voice went forth and
said: Not because this one is greater than that one, but because this one, Rabbi Akiva, forgives his measures of anger,

and that one, Rabbi Eliezer, does not forgive his measures, due to his strict nature.
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The Rabbis taught: Until when must the rain be falling for the congregation to stop their fasting?




SRR 9275737 ,YONR 172 KPR

Until the rain penetrates as much as the knee of the plow enters the soil; these are the words of Rabbi Meir.
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And the Sages say: Indryland, a handbreadth; in average land, two handbreadths; in cultivated land, three
handbreadths.
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It is taught in a Braisa, Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar says: You do not have a handbreadth of rain falling from above, that the

deep does not go out to meet it three handbreadths frombelow.

SUMMARY

The daf begins with the famous miracles of Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa's household, including his wife's oven miraculously
filling with bread, and his daughter's Shabbos lamp burning with vinegar instead of oil. We learn of the golden table leg sent
from Heaven to relieve their poverty, which they ultimately asked to be taken back so as not to diminish their portion in the
World-to-Come. The Gemara explains how Rabbi Chanina's goats miraculously brought back bears on their horns to prove
they did not damage others' property, and clarifies that these goats were bought from the proceeds of lost chickens that Rabbi
Chanina had meticulously cared for and returned to their rightful owner. Finally, the Gemara relates the story of Rabbi Elazar
ben Pedat, who, after falling weak fromhunger, dreamed that Hashem offered to recreate the entire world just for a chance

that he might be born into wealth, illustrating the profound love Hashem has for the tzaddikim despite their worldly suffering.

TWYNR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

We often look at the natural world and think we are bound by its rigid rules. If we don't have the right resources, we think we
cannot succeed; if we make a mistake, we assume the consequences are set in stone. But Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa teaches us
a profound lesson in emunah: nature has no independent power. The very same Creator Who decreed that oil should burn

can just as easily decree that vinegar should burn. The limitations we see around us are only there because Hashem wills them

to be there at this moment.

This means that when you face a situation that seems naturally impossible or ruined by a simple mistake, you must not despair.
Your parnassah, your shalombayis, and your success in Torah do not depend on the 'oil' of perfect circumstances. They
depend entirely on the word of the Aibershter. When we internalize this emunah, we stop looking at our deficiencies as dead

ends and start looking at themas opportunities to rely fully on Hashem.

Today, when you encounter a setback or feel you lack the natural means to accomplish a task, pause and say to yourself: "The
One Who tells the natural way to work can make any way work." Do your practical histadlus, but place your trust entirely in

the Master of the Universe Who is above all nature.
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