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L) THE SUGYA

We begin this beautiful Sugya by finishing up our discussion of the proper frame of mind for reciting Hallel on a fast day,
learning how the Chachamim balanced the joy of Hallel with the physical state of the tzibbur. From there, we enter a major
new Mishnaic discussion regarding the times of the year when the Kohanim would lift their hands to bless the Am Yisrael with
Birchas Kohanim four times in a single day. This leads us into the holy foundations of the Ma'amados—the non-priestly

watches of Yisraelim who stood by the Tamid offerings in the Beis HaMikdash, representing the entire nation in their avodah.

We will learn how these Ma'amados were structured, how they fasted and cried out to the Aibershter from Monday through
Thursday, and how they read the Ma'aseh Bereishis from the Torah to sustain the creation of the world. The Mishna also
details the specific schedule of these Torah readings, how they managed their fasts in deference to Shabbos, and the special
family wood-offering days, the Korban Eitzim, which brought their own unique joy and halachic adjustments to the daily
Temple service.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Rather, Hallel is recited only upon a satisfied soul and a full stomach.
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The Gemara asks: Is that so? But surely Rav Pappa happened to come to the synagogue of Avi Govar and decreed a fast,

and rain fell for them before midday, and he said to them: Recite Hallel, and afterward eat and drink!
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The Gemara answers: The people of Mechoza are different, as drunkenness is common among them. If they had gone

home to eat first, they would have become drunk and been unable to pray.

STATEMENT
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May we return to you, "Seder Taaniyos Elu"!
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At three times in the year, the Kohanim raise their hands to recite the Priestly Blessing four times in the day: in Shacharis,

in Musaf, in Minchah, and in Neilas Shearim (the closing of the gates):
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on communal fasts, and on Maamados (non-priestly watches), and on Yom Kippur.
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These are the Maamados: Since it is stated: "Command the children of Israel... My offering, My food,"” which teaches

that the daily offering is a communal obligation, how can a person's offering be sacrificed and he is not standing over it?
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Therefore, the early prophets instituted twenty-four watches; for each and every watch there was a Maamad in

Yerushalayim of Kohanim, of Leviim, and of Israelites representing the nation.
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When the time of the watch arrived to ascend, the Kohanim and Leviim would ascend to Yerushalayim, and the

Israelites of that watch would gather in their cities and read the story of Creation from the Torah.
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And the members of the Maamad would fast four days in the week, from Monday until Thursday.
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And they would not fast on Erev Shabbos, because of the honor of Shabbos; and not on Sunday, so that they should

not go fromrest and delight to exertion and fasting, and die from the sudden change.
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On the first day (Sunday) they read: "In the beginning"” and "Let there be a firmament.” On the second: "Let there be a
firmament” and "Let the waters be gathered.” On the third: "Let the waters be gathered” and "Let there be lights.” On
the fourth: "Let there be lights” and "Let the waters swarm.” On the fifth: "Let the waters swarm” and "Let the earth

bring forth." On the sixth: "Let the earth bring forth” and "And the heaven and the earth were finished."
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A large portion, consisting of many verses, they read it with two people, and the small portion with one person.
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This was in Shacharis and in Musaf. But in Minchah, they enter and read by heart, just as they read the Shema.
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On Erev Shabbos at Minchah, they would not enter to read, because of the honor of Shabbos.
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Any day that has Hallel on it, there is no Maamad in Shacharis; if there is a Musaf offering, there is no Maamad in
Neilah; if there isa wood offering, there is no Maamad in Minchah. These are the words of Rabbi Akiva.
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Ben Azzai said to him: This is how Rabbi Yehoshua would teach: If there is a Musaf offering, there is no Maamad in

Minchabh; if there is a wood offering, there is no Maamad in Neilah.

SNTY 129 MII NivT? N2PRY 22 TN

Rabbi Akiva retracted to teach like Ben Azzai.

MISHNAH
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The times of the wood offering of the Kohanim and the people were nine: On the first of Nisan, the descendants of
Arach ben Yehudah; on the twentie th of Tammuz, the descendants of David ben Yehudah; on the fifth of Ay, the
descendants of Parosh ben Yehudah; on the seventh of it, the descendants of Yonadav ben Rechav; on the tenth of it,

the descendants of Senaah ben Binyamin; on the fifteenth of it, the descendants of Zattu ben Yehudah.
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And with them on the fifteenth of Av brought Kohanim and Leviim, and anyone who erred regarding his tribe, and the

descendants of those who stole the pestle, and the descendants of those who dried figs.
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On the twentieth of it (Av), the descendants of Pachat Moav ben Yehudah; on the twentie th of Elul, the descendants

of Adin ben Yehudah; on the first of Teves, the descendants of Parosh returned a second time.
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On the first of Teves, there was no Maamad on it, because there was Hallel, and a Musaf offering, and a wood offering

onit.
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Five calamities occurred to our ancestors on the seventeenth of Tammuz, and five on the Ninth of Av.
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On the seventeenth of Tammuz, the Tablets were broken, and the daily offering was nullified, and the city walls were

breached, and Apostomus burned the Torah, and he placed anidol in the Sanctuary.
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On the Ninth of Av, it was decreed upon our ancestors that they should not enter the Land, and the Temple was

destroyed the first time and the second time, and Betar was captured, and the city of Yerushalayim was plowed.
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From when Av enters, we decrease in joy.
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During the week in which the Ninth of Av falls, it is forbidden to cut hair and to wash clothes, but on Thursday they

are permitted because of the honor of Shabbos.
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On Erev Tisha B'Av, a person should not eat two cooked dishes, he should not eat meat, and he should not drink wine

at the final meal.
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Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: He should make a change from his usual eating habits.
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Rabbi Yehudah obligates the overturning of the bed, but the Sages did not agree with him.
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Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said: There were no holidays for Israel like the fifteenth of Avand Yom Kippur,
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for on them the daughters of Yerushalayim would go out in borrowed white garments, so as not to embarrass one

who did not have her own.
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All the garments required immersion to ensure they were ritually pure. And the daughters of Yerushalayim would go out

and dance in the vineyards.
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And what would they say? "Young man, please lift up your eyes and see what you choose for yourself. Do notset your

eyes onbeauty; set your eyes on family.”
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As the verse says: "Grace is false and beauty is vain; a woman who fears Hashem, she shall be praised.” And it says: "Give

her of the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the gates.”
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And so it says: "Go forth and gaze, daughters of Zion, upon King Shlomo, in the crown with which his mother

crowned him on the day of his wedding, and on the day of the gladness of his heart.”
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"On the day of his wedding” — this refers to the Giving of the Torah; "and on the day of the gladness of his heart” —
this refers to the building of the Beis HaMikdash, may it be rebuilt speedily in our days.

GEMARA
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GEMARA: At three times in the year, the Kohanim raise their hands etc.
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The Gemara asks: On fasts and Maamados, is there a Musaf prayer? Why does the Mishnah list Musaf as one of the four times

they bless the people on those days?
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The Gemara answers: The Mishnah is missing words, and this is what it is teaching:
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At three times in the year, the Kohanim raise their hands whenever they pray, and some of these times have four times in
the day — Shacharis, Musaf, Minchah, and Neilas Shearim. And these are the three times: fasts, Maamados, and Yom

Kippur. On Yom Kippur there are four prayers, but on fasts and Maamados there are only three.

STATEMENT
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Rav Nachman said in the name of Rabbah bar Avuha: This is the opinion of Rabbi Meir, who holds that Kohanim bless the
people at Minchah on fast days.
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But the Sages say: Shacharis and Musaf have the Priestly Blessing, but Minchah and Neilah do not have the Priestly
Blessing.
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The Gemara notes: Who are the "Sages” mentioned here? It is Rabbi Yehudah.
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As it was taught in a Braisa: Shacharis, Musaf, Minchah, and Neilah — all of them have the Priestly Blessing; these are
the words of Rabbi Meir.
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Rabbi Yehudah says: Shacharis and Musaf have the Priestly Blessing, but Minchah and Neilah do not have the Priestly
Blessing.
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Rabbi Yose says: Neilah has the Priestly Blessing, but Minchah does not have the Priestly Blessing.
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The Gemara asks: In what principle do they differ?
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Rabbi Meir holds: Every ordinary day, what is the reason that the Kohanim do not spread their hands to bless the people
at Minchah? Because of drunkenness, as they may have drunk wine with lunch. But now, on a fast day, there is no

drunkenness, so they may bless the people.
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Rabbi Yehudah holds: Shacharis and Musaf, which on any ordinary day drunkenness is not common at those times, the
Rabbis did not decree upon them to forbid the blessing on fast days. But Minchah and Neilah, which on any ordinary day

drunkenness is common at those times, the Rabbis decreed upon them to forbid the blessing even on fast days.
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Rabbi Yose holds: Minchah, which exists on every ordinary day, the Rabbis decreed upon it to forbid the blessing. But

Neilah, which does not exist on every ordinary day, the Rabbis did not decree upon it.

RULING
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Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav: The halachah is like Rabbi Meir.

RULING
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And Rabbi Yochanan said: The people custom to act like Rabbi Meir.

RULING
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And Rava said: There is a custom like Rabbi Meir.

EXPLANATION
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The Gemara explains: The one who said "the halachah is like Rabbi Meir" means we expound it in the public lecture.

EXPLANATION
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The one who said "there is a custom” means we do not expound it publicly, but we instruct individuals who ask.
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And the one who said "the people custom to act” means we do not even instruct individuals, but if one does it, he does

it,and we do not make him turn back.
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And Rav Nachman said: The halachah is like Rabbi Yose. And the halachah is indeed like Rabbi Yose.
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The Gemara asks: And nowadays, what is the reason that the Kohanim spread their hands at Minchah of a fast day?
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The Gemara answers: Since they spread their hands close to sunset, it is considered like the Neilah prayer, and is permitted

according to Rabbi Yose.

(Question)
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The Gemara notes: In any event, everyone agrees that a drunk personis forbidden to perform the Priestly Blessing.

From where do we derive these words?
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said in the name of Bar Kappara: Why is the portion of the Kohen blessing juxtaposed to

the portion of the Nazir?

1722 10K T2 171 X 1772 0N 13 2 i’

To say: Just as a Nazir is forbidden in wine, so too a Kohen blessing is forbidden in wine.
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The father of Rabbi Zeira, and some say Oshaia bar Zavda, challenged this: If so, just as a Nazir is forbidden in grape

seeds,so too a Kohenblessing should be forbidden in grape seeds!
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Rabbi Yitzchak said: The verse says: "To minister to Himand to bless in His Name." This equates blessing to Temple

service: Just as a ministering Kohen is permitted in grape seeds,so too a Kohenblessing is permitted in grape seeds.

{ SUMMARY l




The Gemara clarifies that while Hallel is ideally said on a full stomach, in places like Mehoza where people might easily
become drunk, it was recited immediately after the fast before going home. We then learn the halachos of the Ma'amados,
established by Shmuel and David HaMelech to ensure the entire nation was represented during the daily offerings. The
members of the Ma'amad would fast four days a week, read the creation story in the Torah, and adjust their prayers and
readings depending on whether the day featured Hallel, Musaf, or the special family wood offerings brought by families such
as the descendants of Parosh ben Yehuda and Zattu ben Yehuda.
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The Gemara teaches us a profound lesson about how we connect to the service of Hashem. When the Torah commands us to
bring the daily offerings, the Mishnah asks a simple, piercing question: 'How can a person’s offering be sacrificed when he is
not standing next to it?' To solve this, the early prophets instituted the Ma'amados—representatives who stood in the Beis
HaMikdash on behalf of all Klal Yisrael, while those back home gathered in their local shuls to fast, pray, and read the story

of Creation.

This teaches us that you can never be a mere bystander in your relationship with the Aibershter. You cannot rely on others to
do the spiritual heavy lifting for you. Even when the Kohanim were physically offering the korbanos in Yerushalayim, every
single Yid back in their own town had to actively participate, fast, and align themselves with the service. Your connection to

Torah, mitzvos, and the avodah of the tzibbur requires your personal presence and heart.

Today, we do not have the Beis HaMikdash, but we have our shuls, our batei midrash, and our daily tefillos. When you
daven orlearn, do not just show up as a spectator watching the chazzan or the person next to you. Stand 'on top of your
offering’ with full focus and energy, knowing that your personal avodah is an indispensable part of the entire Jewish nation's

service of Hashem.

Today, when you daven Mincha or Maariv, do not just answer Amen and let the chazzan carry the tefillah. Take thirty
seconds before you start to stand silently, realize you are standing directly before the King, and put your own heart into every

single word.
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