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LJ THE SUGYA

We begin this daf by wrapping up our sugya about the kohanim who daven the Birchas Kohanim, comparing their halachos to
those of a nazir and a kohein serving in the Beis HaMikdash. The Gemara clarifies that the comparisons are meant as a support

for Rabbinic laws, which is why we lean toward leniency rather than stringency.

Fromthere, we dive into the beautiful inyan of the Ma'amados—the non-priestly watches. The Gemara explains how the
early prophets, Shmuel and David HaMelech, established twenty-four watches of kohanim, Levi'im, and Yisraelim. We learn
how the Yisraelim of each watch would stand by during the korbanos, because how can a person’s offering be brought if he is
not standing right there next to it?

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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The Gemara asks: If so, then just as a minis tering priest who is a blemished person may not serve, so too, a priest who

blesses the nation with the Priestly Blessing, if he is a blemished person he may not bless!
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The Gemara answers: This priest who blesses is juxtaposed to a nazirite, who is not disqualified by a blemish.
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The Gemara asks: And what did you see that you juxtaposed the cases to yield a leniency? Juxtapose themto yield a

stringency, comparing him to a nazirite for grape pits and to a ministering priest for blemishes!
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The Gemara explains: These derivations are merely a support for laws that are Rabbinic, and when there is a doubt in Rabbinic

laws, we rule to yield a leniency.
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The Mishnah taught: These are the non-priestly watches (ma'amados). Since it is stated: "Command the children of

Israel etc.”

GEMARA

QUESTION

The Gemara asks: What is the Mishnah saying? How does the verse relate to the watches?
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The Gemara explains: This is what the Mishnah is saying: These are the non-priestly watches. And what is the reason that
the Sages instituted non-priestly watches? Since it is stated: "Command the children of Israel and say to them: My

offering, My food for My fire offerings..."

n;wn MISHNAH
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The Mishnah continues: But how cana person’s offering be sacrificed and he is not standing over it to watch? Therefore,

representatives of the nation must be present.
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Therefore, the early prophets instituted twenty-four priestly watches (mishmaros).
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For each and every priestly watch, there was a corresponding watch (ma'amad) in Yerushalayim of priests, of Levites,

and of Israelites.
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When the time arrived for a particular priestly watch to ascend, the priests and Levites of that watch would ascend to

Yerushalayim.




GEMARA
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The Rabbis taught in a Braisa: There were twenty-four priestly watches in Eretz Yisrael, and twelve in Yericho.
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The Gemara asks in surprise: Twelve in Yericho?! If so, they are too many, totaling thirty-six watches!

Ame2 e My 0onY XN

Rather, the Braisa means: Twelve of them, out of the twenty-four, were located in Yericho.
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When the time arrived for the priestly watch to ascend, half of the watch would ascend from other parts of Eretz Yisrael
to Yerushalayim, and half of the watch would ascend from Yericho, in order that they could supply water and food to

their brothers in Yerushalayim.
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Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel said: Priests, Levites, and Israelites of the watch are indispensable for the offering; if any

are missing, the communal offering cannot be brought.
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In a Braisa it was taught that Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar says: Priests, Levites, and musical instruments are

indispensable for the offering.
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The Gemara asks: Regarding what principle do they disagree?
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The Gemara answers: One Master, Shmuel, holds that the essential song of the Levites is vocal, and therefore instruments are

not indispensable; and one Master, Rabbi Shimon, holds that the essential song is instrumental, performed with a vessel.




STATEMENT
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Rav Hama bar Gurya said that Ravsaid: Moshe Rabbeinu initially instituted for Israel eight priestly watches, four from

the descendants of Elazar and four from the descendants of Itamar.
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Shmuel came and established them as sixteen, and David came and established them as twenty-four, as it is stated: "In
the fortieth year of the reign of David they were sought, and there were found among them mighty men of valor at
Yazer of Gilead."
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The Gemara raises an objection froma Braisa: Moshe instituted for Israel eight priestly watches, four from Elazar and
four from Itamar, and David and Shmuel came and established them as twenty-four, as it is stated: "Whom David and

Shmuel the seer ordained in their set office”! This implies they established them together, unlike Rav's breakdown.

YR 20y BY DITORYT ONRan PRIY TI7 DY iTI00n KR 000

The Gemara answers: This is what the Braisa is saying: From the foundation of David and Shmuel of Ramah, through their

joint planning, they eventually established them as twenty-four.
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It was taught in another Braisa: Moshe instituted for Israel sixteen priestly watches, eight from Elazar and eight from

Itamar.
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And when the descendants of Elazar became more numerous than the descendants of Itamar, they divided them and
established them as twenty-four, as it is stated: "And there were more chief men found of the sons of Elazar than of
the sons of Itamar, and they were divided: of the sons of Elazar there were sixteen heads of fathers' houses, and of

the sons of Itamar, according to their fathers' houses, eight,”
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and it says: "One father's house taken for Elazar, and proportionately for Itamar."
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The Gemara asks: What is the purpose of quoting the second verse with "and it says"?
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The Gemara explains: And if you would say that just as the descendants of Elazar increased, here too, the descendants

of Itamar increased to eight, but originally they were only four as Rav Hama bar Gurya claimed,
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then come and hear: "One father's house taken for Elazar, and proportionately for Itamar,” which shows that the

descendants of Ttamar remained as they originally were, without increasing.
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The Gemara notes: This is a conclusive refutation of Rav Hama bar Gurya!

13 TNT NID ONT 02 TMINT NINT,NOT ONID :NTMA N2 N 27 77 0N

The Gemara answers: Rav Hama bar Gurya could say to you: It is a dispute between Tanna'im, and I stated ny opinion in

accordance with that Tanna of the first Braisa who said that Moshe originally instituted only eight watches.
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The Rabbis taught in a Braisa: Only four priestly watches ascended from the Exile, and these are they: Yedayah, Harim,

Pashchur, and Immer.
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The prophets among themarose, and divided them and established them as twenty-four watches. They mixed them

and placed themina lottery box (kalfei).
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Yedayah came and drew his portion and the portion of his companions, six watches in total. Harim came and drew his

portion and the portion of his companions, six, and likewise Pashchur, and like wise Immer.
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And likewise, the prophets among them stipulated: That even if Yehoyariv, the original head of the first watch, ascends

from Babylonia, Yedayah shall not be displaced from his place as the head.
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Rather, Yedayah remains the primary head, and Yehoyariv is secondary to him.
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The Mishnah taught: And the Israelites of that watch would gather in their cities and read the account of Creation.

GEMARA
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The Gemara asks: From where are these words derived?
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Rabbi Yaakov bar Acha said that Rav Assi said: Were it not for the watches, heaven and earth would not endure, as it
is stated: "And he said: Hashem Elokim, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it?"

29721 2121 1370 o NIy IR ,7°30% 1ORYIN PRI XY 107y DY 92929 072K N
73257

Avraham said before Him: Master of the Universe! Perhaps Israel will sin before You, and You will do to themas You

did to the generation of the Flood and the generation of the Dispersion?
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Hashemsaid to him: No, I will not destroy them.
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Avrahamsaid before Him: Master of the Universe! Let me know whereby I shall inherit it, meaning how will they be

sustained?
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Hashemsaid to him: "Take for Me a three-year-old heifer, and a three-year-old goat, etc.”, hinting at the sacrifices.
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Avrahamsaid before Him: Master of the Universe! This is fine when the Beis HaMikdash is standing. But when the
Beis HaMikdash is not standing, what will be of them?
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Hashemsaid to him: I have already established for them the order of the sacrifices. Whenever they read them before

Me, I credit it to them as if they sacrificed them before Me, and I forgive them for all their sins.
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The Rabbis taught in a Braisa: The men of the priestly watch would pray over the offering of their brothers that it

should be accepted with favor.
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And the men of the non-priestly watch would gather in the synagogue and observe four fasts: on Monday, on

Tuesday, on Wednesday, and on Thursday.
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On Monday they fasted for those who go down to the sea. On Tuesday they fasted for those who travel through the

deserts.
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On Wednesday they fasted against croup, that it should not fall upon the young children.
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On Thursday they fasted for pregnant women and nursing mothers: pregnant women, that they should not miscarry;

nursing mothers, that they should be able to nurse their children.
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And on Erev Shabbos they would not fast due to the honor of Shabbos, and all the more so on Shabbos itself.
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The Gemara asks: On Sunday, what is the reason they did not fast?
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Rabbi Yochanan said: Because of the Christians, who made Sunday their holiday, and fasting then would arouse enmity.
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Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmani said: Because it is the third day from the creation of man on Friday, and a person is physically

weakest on the third day after a change in his routine.
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Resh Lakish said: Because of the additional soul (neshamah yeseirah). For Resh Lakish said: An additional soul is given
to a personon ErevShabbos, and on Motzaei Shabbos they take it away from him, as it is stated: "He rested and was
refreshed” (shavas vayinafash), which is homiletically read: Once he rested and Shabbos ended, woe (vai) for the lost soul

(nefesh). Therefore, one should not fast on Sunday.
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The Mishnah taught: On the first day, Sunday, they read "In the beginning" (Genesis 1:1-5) and "Let there be a firmament”
(Genesis 1:6-8).




GEMARA
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A Tanna taught: "In the beginning" was read by two people, and "Let there be a firmament” by one person.
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The Gemara analyzes this: Granted, "Let there be a firmament” is read by one person, because there are three verses in that

section, which is the minimum for one person.
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But "In the beginning" read by two, what is the reason? There are only five verses in that section, and it was taught in a
Braisa: One who reads in the Torah should not read fewer than three verses! If two people read, one of them must read only

two verses!
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Rav said: The second reader repeats (doleg) one of the verses read by the first. And Shmuel said: One of the readers splits a

verse in half.

?p0ID N K RRYY ORR 27T KT 2N

The Gemara asks: And Rav, who said he repeats, what is the reason he did not say he splits a verse?

ANSWER
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The Gemara answers: He holds: Any verse that Moshe Rabbeinu did not split, we do not split.
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The Gemara asks: And Shmuel said he splits? But do we split verses?
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But did not Rabbi Chanina the Scribe say: I had great pain studying with Rabbi Chanina the Great, and he did not

permit me to splita verse except for school children, since they are made to learn and cannot digest a whole verse at once!
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The Gemara answers: And Shmuel would say: There, what is the reason it is permitted for children? Because it is not

possible otherwise. Here too, it is not possible otherwise, so we may split the verse.
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The Gemara asks: And Shmuel, who said he splits, what is the reason he did not say he repeats?
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The Gemara answers: Itisa decree because of those who enter, and a decree because of those who leave. Those entering

late might think the first reader only read two verses, and those leaving early might think the second reader only read two verses.
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The Gemara raises an objection froma Braisa: A section of six verses, we read it with two people, and a section of five

verses, we read it with one person.
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And if the first reader reads three verses, the second reads two from this section and one from another section.
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And some say: He must read three from the next section, because we do not begina section with fewer than three verses.
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In any case, the Braisa says a five-verse section is read by only one person. But according to the one who says he repeats, let

him repeat, and according to the one who says he splits, let him split, so that two people can read it!

ANSWER

The Gemara answers: It is different there...

SUMMARY




The Gemara discusses the structure of the twenty-four mishmaros (watches) of kohanim, explaining how half of each watch
would ascend from Jericho to help provide food and water for their brothers in Yerushalayim. We analyze a machlokes
between Shmuel and Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar regarding whether the main part of the Levi'im's shirah (song) was vocal or
instrumental, which determines what is indispensable for the korban. Finally, the Gemara explores different Tannaitic opinions
regarding how many watches Moshe Rabbeinu originally established—whether it was eight or sixteen—before David

HaMelech and Shmuel HaNozeh ultimately expanded themto twenty-four.
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The Gemara teaches us a profound secret about how the world is sustained. When Avraham Avinu asked how his children
would survive if they sinned, Hashem did not just point to the physical sacrifices in the Beis HaMikdash. He established the
Ma'amados—the regular, structured prayers and Torah readings of the Jewish people. Hashem promised that even when the
Beis HaMikdash is not standing, when we read and speak of these service orders, He considers it as if we brought the

offerings ourselves and forgives our sins.

This is the power of our daily davening and learing. It is not just a personal obligation or a nice custom it is the very pillar
that keeps the world from collapsing. When you stand to daven or it to learn, you are not just an individual. You are

standing in the place of the Kohanimand the Levi'im, acting as the representative of the entire Jewish nation before the

Aibershter.

To make this real today, treat your set times for davening and learning with the same precision and respect as a Kohen
entering the Beis HaMikdash. Before you begin your next tefillah or learning seder, take ten seconds to stop, clear your
mind, and say to yourself: 'T amnow entering my Ma'amad, standing before the King to bring down forgiveness and life for

all of Klal Yisrael.'
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