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T HE  S U G Y A

We begin this daf by wrapping up our sugya about the kohanim who daven the Birchas Kohanim, comparing their halachos to

those of a nazir and a kohein serving in the Beis HaMikdash. The Gemara clarifies that the comparisons are meant as a support

for Rabbinic laws, which is why we lean toward leniency rather than stringency.

From there, we dive into the beautiful inyan of the Ma'amados—the non-priestly watches. The Gemara explains how the

early prophets, Shmuel and David HaMelech, established twenty-four watches of kohanim, Levi'im, and Yisraelim. We learn

how the Yisraelim of each watch would stand by during the korbanos, because how can a person's offering be brought if he is

not standing right there next to it?

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

QU E ST IO N

ל מוּם לָא! עַ בַּ ךְ —  בָרֵ ן מְ כֹּהֵ ף  ל מוּם לָא, אַ עַ בַּ ת —  רֵ שָׁ  ה מְ י מָ אִ

The Gemara asks: If so, then just as a ministering  priest who is a blemished person may not serve, so too, a prie st who

blesse s  the nation with the Priestly Blessing, if he is a blemished person he may not bless!

ANSWER

יר. נָזִ שׁ לְ קַּ תַּ י א אִ הָ

The Gemara answers: This  priest who blesses is  juxtaposed to a nazirite ,  who is not disqualified by a blemish.

QU E ST IO N

א! רָ חוּמְ ישׁ לְ קֵּ לָּא? אַ  קוּ תְּ לְ שַׁ  קְּ מַ זֵית דְּ אי חָ וּמַ

The Gemara asks: And what did you see  that you juxtaposed the cases to  yield a leniency? Juxtapose  them to  yield a

string ency,  comparing him to a nazirite for grape pits and to a ministering priest for blemishes!

ANSWER

לָּא.  קוּ לְ נַן, וּ בָּ  רַ דְּ ינְהוּ מִ א נִ תָּ  כְ מַ סְ אַ

The Gemara explains: These derivations are  merely a support for laws that are Rabbinic, and when there is a doubt in Rabbinic

laws, we rule to  yield a leniency.

נָה שְׁ  מִ M I S H N A H

MISHNAH

׳״. וּ ל כּ אֵ רָ שְׂ י יִ נֵ ת בְּ ״צַו אֶ ר:  מַ נֶּאֱ  שֶׁ י  פִ דוֹת. לְ מָ עֲ ן מַ וּ הֵ לּ אֵ



The Mishnah taught: These  are  the  non-prie stly watches  (ma'amados). Since  it is  stated: "Command the  children of

Israe l etc."

א רָ מָ גְּ G E M A R A

QU E ST IO N

ר? מַ אָ אי קָ מַ

The Gemara asks: What is  the Mishnah saying ? How does the verse relate to the watches?

ANSWER

תָּ  רְ מַ אָ ל וְ אֵ רָ שְׂ י יִ נֵ ת בְּ ״צַו אֶ ר:  מַ נֶּאֱ  שֶׁ י  פִ דוֹת, לְ מָ עֲ נוּ מַ יקְּ ם תִּ עַ ה טַ דוֹת. וּמָ מָ עֲ ן מַ וּ הֵ לּ ר: אֵ מַ אָ י קָ כִ הָ

י״. שַּׁ   אִ י לְ מִ חְ י לַ נִ בָּ  רְ ת קׇ ם אֶ יהֶ לֵ אֲ

The Gemara explains: This  is  what the Mishnah is  saying : These  are  the  non-prie stly watches . And what is  the  reason that

the Sages instituted non-prie stly watches? Since  it is  stated: "Command the  children of Israe l and say to them: My

offering , My food for My fire  offering s..."

נָה שְׁ  מִ M I S H N A H

MISHNAH

יו? בָּ ל גַּ ד עַ מֵ ינוֹ עוֹ הוּא אֵ ב וְ רֵ ם קָ דָ ל אָ שֶׁ נוֹ  בָּ  רְ ךְ קׇ יאַ הֵ וְ

The Mishnah continues: But how can a person's  offering  be  sacrificed and he  is  not standing  over it to watch? Therefore,

representatives of the nation must be present.

MISHNAH

רוֹת. מָ שְׁ  ה מִ עָ בָּ  רְ אַ ים וְ רִ שְׂ ים עֶ נִ וֹ אשׁ רִ ים הָ יאִ ינוּ נְבִ קִ תְ הִ

Therefore, the  early prophets  instituted twenty-four prie stly watches  (mishmaros).

MISHNAH

ים. לִ אֵ רְ שְׂ ל יִ שֶׁ  יִּם וְ וִ ל לְ שֶׁ  ים וְ נִ כֹּהֲ ל  שֶׁ יִם  לַ שָׁ ירוּ ד בִּ מָ עֲ יָה מַ ר הָ מָ שְׁ  ר וּמִ מָ שְׁ  ל מִ כָּ ל  עַ

For each and every prie stly watch, there  was  a corresponding  watch (ma'amad) in Yerushalayim of prie sts , of Levite s ,

and of Israe lite s .

MISHNAH

יִם. לַ שָׁ ירוּ ין לִ לִ יִּם עוֹ וִ לְ ים וּ נִ כֹּהֲ לוֹת,  עֲ ר לַ מָ שְׁ  ן מִ מַ יעַ זְ גִּ הִ

When the  time  arrived for a particular priestly watch to ascend, the  prie sts  and Levite s  of that watch would ascend to

Yerushalayim.



א רָ מָ גְּ G E M A R A

BR AI SA

. יחוֹ ירִ ה בִּ רֵ שְׂ ים עֶ תֵּ  שְׁ ל, וּ אֵ רָ שְׂ ץ יִ רֶ אֶ רוֹת בְּ מָ שְׁ  ה מִ עָ בָּ  רְ אַ ים וְ רִ שְׂ נַן: עֶ בָּ  נוּ רַ תָּ

The Rabbis  taug ht in a Braisa: There were twenty-four prie stly watches  in Eretz Yisrae l, and twelve  in Yericho .

QU E ST IO N

הוּ טוּבָא! ן לְ שָׁ י פִ ?! נְ יחוֹ ירִ ה בִּ רֵ שְׂ ים עֶ תֵּ  שְׁ

The Gemara asks in surprise: Twelve  in Yericho?! If so, they are  too many,  totaling thirty-six watches!

ANSWER

. יחוֹ ירִ ן בִּ הֶ ה מֵ רֵ שְׂ ים עֶ תֵּ  שְׁ לָּא:   אֶ

Rather,  the Braisa means: Twelve  of them,  out of the twenty-four, were located in Yericho .

BR AI SA

יָה ר הָ מָ שְׁ  מִּ י הַ צִ חֲ יִם, וַ לַ שָׁ ירוּ ל לִ אֵ רָ שְׂ ץ יִ רֶ אֶ לֶה מֵ יָה עוֹ ר הָ מָ שְׁ  מִּ י הַ צִ לוֹת, חֲ עֲ ר לַ מָ שְׁ  מִּ ן הַ מַ יעַ זְ גִּ הִ

יִם. לַ שָׁ ירוּ בִּ שֶׁ ם  יהֶ חֵ אֲ ן לַ זוֹ יִם וּמָ קוּ מַ פְּ  סַ יְּ שֶׁ י  דֵ כְּ  , יחוֹ ירִ לֶה מִ עוֹ

When the  time  arrived for the  prie stly watch to ascend, half of the  watch would ascend from other parts of Eretz Yisrae l

to Yerushalayim, and half of the  watch would ascend from Yericho, in order that they could supply water and food to

the ir brothers  in Yerushalayim.

STATEMENT

ן. בָּ  רְ קׇּ ת הַ ין אֶ בִ כְּ  עַ ים מְ לִ אֵ רְ שְׂ יִ יִּם וְ וִ לְ ים וּ נִ כֹּהֲ ל:  מוּאֵ שְׁ ר  מַ ה אָ ב יְהוּדָ ר רַ מַ אָ

Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel said: Prie sts , Levite s , and Israe lite s  of the watch are  indispensable  for the  offering ;  if any

are missing, the communal offering cannot be brought.

BR AI SA

ן. בָּ  רְ קׇּ ת הַ ין אֶ בִ כְּ  עַ יר מְ שִׁ י  לֵ יִּם וּכְ וִ לְ ים וּ נִ כֹּהֲ זָר:  עָ לְ ן אֶ בֶּ ן  עוֹ מְ שִׁ י  בִּ נָא רַ תָּ א  יתָ נִ תְ מַ בְּ

In a Braisa it was  taug ht that Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar says: Prie sts , Levite s , and musical instruments  are

indispensable  for the  offering .

QU E ST IO N

י? גִ לְ פַּ י מִ אי קָ מַ בְּ

The Gemara asks: Reg arding  what principle do they disag ree?

ANSWER

י. לִ כְ ה בִּ ירָ שִׁ ר  יקַּ בַר: עִ ר סָ פֶּה, וּמָ  בַּ ה  ירָ שִׁ ר  יקַּ בַר: עִ ר סָ מָ

The Gemara answers: One Master,  Shmuel, holds  that the  e ssential song  of the Levites is  vocal,  and therefore instruments are

not indispensable; and one Master,  Rabbi Shimon, holds  that the  e ssential song  is  instrumental,  performed with a vessel.



STATEMENT

זָר עָ לְ אֶ ה מֵ עָ בָּ  רְ רוֹת, אַ מָ שְׁ  נָה מִ מוֹ שְׁ ל  אֵ רָ שְׂ יִ ם לְ ן לָהֶ יקֵּ ה תִּ שֶׁ ב: מֹ ר רַ מַ יָא אָ בַּר גּוּרְ א  מָ ב חָ ר רַ מַ אָ

ר. מָ יתָ אִ ה מֵ עָ בָּ  רְ אַ וְ

Rav Hama bar Gurya said that Rav said: Moshe  Rabbeinu initially instituted for Israe l e ig ht prie stly watches , four from

the descendants of Elazar and four from the descendants of Itamar.

STATEMENT

נַת שְׁ  ״בִּ ר:  מַ נֶּאֱ  שֶׁ ה,  עָ בָּ  רְ אַ ים וְ רִ שְׂ ל עֶ ן עַ ידָ מִ עֱ הֶ ד וְ וִ בָּא דָּ ה,  רֵ שְׂ שׁ עֶ שֵׁ ל  ן עַ ידָ מִ עֱ הֶ ל וְ מוּאֵ שְׁ בָּא 

ד״. עָ לְ זֵיר גִּ יַעְ ל בְּ יִ י חַ וֹרֵ בּ ם גִּ צֵא בָהֶ מָּ  יִּ וּ וַ שׁ רָ דְ יד נִ וִ כוּת דָּ לְ מַ ים לְ עִ בָּ  רְ אַ הָ

Shmuel came  and e stablished them as  s ixteen, and David came  and e stablished them as  twenty-four, as  it is  stated: "In

the  fortie th year of the  re ig n of David they were  soug ht, and there  were  found among  them mig hty men of valor at

Yazer of Gilead."

O BJECT IO N

ד וִ ר, וּבָא דָּ מָ יתָ אִ ה מֵ עָ בְּ רְ אַ זָר וְ עָ לְ אֶ ה מֵ עָ בָּ  רְ רוֹת, אַ מָ שְׁ  נָה מִ מוֹ שְׁ ל  אֵ רָ שְׂ יִ ם לְ ן לָהֶ יקֵּ ה תִּ שֶׁ י: מֹ יבִ יתִ מֵ

ם״! מוּנָתָ אֱ בֶּ ה  רֹאֶ ל הָ מוּאֵ שְׁ יד וּ וִ ד דָּ סַּ  ה יִ מָּ  ״הֵ ר:  מַ נֶּאֱ  שֶׁ ע,  בַּ  רְ אַ ים וְ רִ שְׂ ל עֶ ן עַ ידָ מִ עֱ הֶ ל וְ מוּאֵ שְׁ וּ

The Gemara raise s  an objection from a Braisa: Moshe  instituted for Israe l e ig ht prie stly watches , four from Elazar and

four from Itamar, and David and Shmuel came  and e stablished them as  twenty-four, as  it is  stated: "Whom David and

Shmuel the  seer ordained in the ir se t office"! This implies they established them together, unlike Rav's breakdown.

R E SO LU T IO N

ע. בַּ  רְ אַ ים וְ רִ שְׂ ל עֶ ידוּם עַ מִ עֱ י הֶ תִ מָ רָ ל הָ מוּאֵ שְׁ ד וּ וִ ל דָּ שֶׁ דוֹ  וּ סּ יִּ ר: מִ מַ אָ י קָ כִ הָ

The Gemara answers: This  is  what the Braisa is  saying : From the  foundation of David and Shmuel of Ramah,  through their

joint planning, they eventually established them as  twenty-four.

BR AI SA

ר. מָ יתָ אִ נָה מֵ מוֹ שְׁ זָר וּ עָ לְ אֶ נָה מֵ מוֹ שְׁ רוֹת,  מָ שְׁ  ה מִ רֵ שְׂ שׁ עֶ שֵׁ ל  אֵ רָ שְׂ יִ ם לְ ן לָהֶ יקֵּ ה תִּ שֶׁ : מֹ ךְ ידַּ יָא אִ נְ תַּ

It was  taug ht in another Braisa: Moshe  instituted for Israe l s ixteen prie stly watches , e ig ht from Elazar and e ig ht from

Itamar.

BR AI SA

י נֵ אוּ בְ צְ מָּ  יִּ ״וַ ר:  מַ נֶּאֱ  שֶׁ ע,  בַּ  רְ אַ ים וְ רִ שְׂ ל עֶ ידוּם עַ מִ עֱ הֶ קוּם וְ לְּ ר, חִ מָ יתָ י אִ נֵ ל בְּ זָר עַ עָ לְ י אֶ נֵ וּ בְּ בּ רַ שֶׁ  וּכְ

ר שָׂ ה עָ שָּׁ   שִׁ בוֹת  ית אָ בֵ ים לְ שִׁ א זָר רָ עָ לְ י אֶ נֵ בְ קוּם לִ לְ יַּחְ  ר וַ מָ יתָ י אִ נֵ ן בְּ ים מִ בָרִ גְּ י הַ שֵׁ א רָ ים לְ בִּ זָר רַ עָ לְ אֶ

נָה״, מוֹ שְׁ ם  ית אֲבוֹתָ בֵ ר לְ מָ יתָ י אִ נֵ בְ לִ וְ

And when the  descendants  of Elazar became  more  numerous than the  descendants  of Itamar, they divided them and

established them as  twenty-four, as  it is  stated: "And there  were  more  chie f men found of the  sons  of Elazar than of

the  sons  of Itamar, and they were  divided: of the  sons  of Elazar there  were  s ixteen heads  of fathers ' houses , and of

the  sons  of Itamar, according  to the ir fathers ' houses , e ig ht,"

BR AI SA



ר״. מָ יתָ אִ ז לְ חֻ ז אָ חֻ אָ זָר וְ עָ לְ אֶ ז לְ חֻ ד אָ חָ ב אֶ ית אָ בֵּ ״ ר:  מֵ אוֹ וְ

and it says: "One  father's  house  taken for Elazar, and proportionate ly for Itamar."

QU E ST IO N

ר״? מֵ אוֹ ״וְ אי  מַ

The Gemara asks: What is  the purpose of quoting the second verse with "and it says"?

ANSWER

ה עָ בָּ  רְ א אַ רָ יקָּ עִ נָה, מֵ מוֹ שְׁ ר —  מָ יתָ י אִ נֵ י בְּ שִׁ י פִ נְ י דִּ כָא נָמֵ זָר, הָ עָ לְ י אֶ נֵ י בְּ שִׁ י פִ נְ י דִּ יכִ י הֵ כִּ א:  ימָ תֵּ י  כִ וְ

, הֲווֹ

The Gemara explains: And if you would say that just as  the  descendants  of Elazar increased, here  too, the  descendants

of Itamar increased to e ig ht, but orig inally they were  only four as Rav Hama bar Gurya claimed,

ANSWER

ר״. מָ יתָ אִ ז לְ חֻ ז אָ חֻ אָ זָר וְ עָ לְ אֶ ז לְ חֻ ד אָ חָ ב אֶ ית אָ בֵּ ״ ע:  מַ שְׁ א  תָּ

then come and hear: "One  father's  house  taken for Elazar, and proportionate ly for Itamar," which shows that the

descendants of Itamar remained as they originally were, without increasing.

R EFU TAT IO N

יָא! בַּר גּוּרְ א  מָ ב חָ רַ א דְּ תָּ  יוּבְ תְּ

The Gemara notes: This is a conclusive  re futation of Rav Hama bar Gurya!

R E SO LU T IO N

נָה. מוֹ שְׁ ר  מַ אָ נָּא דְּ  תַּ אי  י הַ כִּ י  רִ מַ אֲ נָא דַּ אֲ יא, וַ י הִ נָּאֵ  תַּ יָא:  בַּר גּוּרְ א  מָ ב חָ ךָ רַ ר לְ מַ אָ

The Gemara answers: Rav Hama bar Gurya could say to you: It is  a dispute between Tanna'im, and I stated my opinion in

accordance  with that Tanna of the first Braisa who said that Moshe originally instituted only e ig ht watches.

BR AI SA

ר. מֵּ י אִ חוּר, וְ שְׁ  פַּ ים,  רִ יָה, חָ עְ דַ ן: יְ וּ הֵ לּ אֵ לָה, וְ גּוֹ ן הַ לוּ מִ רוֹת עָ מָ שְׁ  ה מִ עָ בָּ  רְ נַן: אַ בָּ  נוּ רַ תָּ

The Rabbis  taug ht in a Braisa: Only four prie stly watches  ascended from the  Exile , and these  are  they: Yedayah, Harim,

Pashchur, and Immer.

BR AI SA

י. פִּ ל קַ נוּם בְּ לוּם וּנְתָ לָ ה, בְּ עָ בָּ  רְ אַ ים וְ רִ שְׂ ל עֶ ידוּם עַ מִ עֱ הֶ קוּם וְ לְּ חִ ם, וְ ינֵיהֶ בֵּ  שֶׁ ים  יאִ דוּ נְבִ מְ עָ

The prophets  among  them arose , and divided them and e stablished them as  twenty-four watches. They mixed them

and placed them in a lottery box (kalfei).

BR AI SA

ן כֵ חוּר, וְ שְׁ  פַּ ן  כֵ , וְ שׁ שֵׁ יו  לֶק חֲבֵרָ חֵ קוֹ וְ לְ ל חֶ נָטַ ים וְ רִ בָּא חָ  , שׁ שֵׁ יו  לֶק חֲבֵרָ חֵ קוֹ וְ לְ ל חֶ נָטַ יָה וְ עְ דַ בָּא יְ

ר. מֵּ י אִ



Yedayah came  and drew his  portion and the  portion of his  companions, s ix watches in total. Harim came  and drew his

portion and the  portion of his  companions, s ix, and likewise  Pashchur, and likewise  Immer.

BR AI SA

. מוֹ קוֹ מְּ יָה מִ עְ דַ ה יְ חֶ דָּ לֶה — לֹא יִ ת עוֹ רֶ מֶ שְׁ  יב רֹאשׁ מִ יָרִ וּ יְהוֹ ילּ פִ אֲ שֶׁ ם:  ינֵיהֶ בֵּ  שֶׁ ים  יאִ נוּ נְבִ תְ ן הִ כֵ וְ

And likewise , the  prophets  among  them stipulated: That even if Yehoyariv, the  original head of the  first watch, ascends

from Babylonia, Yedayah shall not be  displaced from his  place  as the head.

BR AI SA

. ל לוֹ פֵ יב טָ יָרִ יהוֹ ר, וִ יקָּ יָה עִ עְ דַ לָּא: יְ  אֶ

Rather, Yedayah remains the  primary head, and Yehoyariv is  secondary to him.

נָה שְׁ  מִ M I S H N A H

MISHNAH

ית. שִׁ א רֵ ה בְ שֵׂ עֲ מַ ין בְּ קוֹרִ ן וְ יהֶ רֵ עָ ין בְּ סִ נְּ כַּ  תְ ר מִ מָ שְׁ  אוֹתוֹ מִ בְּ שֶׁ ל  אֵ רָ שְׂ יִ וְ

The Mishnah taught: And the  Israe lite s  of that watch would g ather in the ir citie s  and read the  account of Creation.

א רָ מָ גְּ G E M A R A

QU E ST IO N

י? לֵּ י י מִ נֵ נָהָ מְ

The Gemara asks: From where  are  these  words  derived?

ANSWER

ר יֹּאמֶ  ״וַ ר:  מַ נֶּאֱ  שֶׁ ץ,  רֶ אָ יִם וָ מַ שָׁ ימוּ  יְּ קַ דוֹת לֹא נִתְ מָ עֲ לֵא מַ מָ לְ י: אִ סִּ ב אַ ר רַ מַ א אָ חָ בַּר אַ י יַעֲקֹב  בִּ ר רַ מַ אָ

נָּה״,  שֶׁ  ירָ י אִ כִּ ע  דַ ה אֵ מָּ  בַּ ים  לֹהִ ה׳ אֱ

Rabbi Yaakov bar Acha said that Rav Assi said: Were  it not for the  watches , heaven and earth would not endure , as  it

is  stated: "And he  said: Hashem Elokim, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it?"

ANSWER

דוֹר וּל וּכְ בּ מַּ  דוֹר הַ כְּ ם  ה לָהֶ שֶׂ ה עוֹ תָּ  , אַ יךָ נֶ פָ ין לְ אִ טְ ל חוֹ אֵ רָ שְׂ א יִ מָּ  שֶׁ לָם!  ל עוֹ שֶׁ נוֹ  וֹ בּ ם: רִ הָ רָ בְ ר אַ מַ אָ

ה? לַגָּ פְּ  הַ

Avraham said before  Him: Master of the  Universe ! Perhaps Israe l will s in before  You, and You will do to them as  You

did to the  g eneration of the  Flood and the  g eneration of the  Dispersion?

ANSWER

או. : לָ יהּ ר לֵ מַ אֲ



Hashem said to him: No ,  I will not destroy them.

ANSWER

נָּה?  שֶׁ  ירָ ה אִ מֶּ  בַּ י  נִ יעֵ דִ לָם! הוֹ ל עוֹ שֶׁ נוֹ  וֹ בּ יו: רִ נָ פָ ר לְ מַ אָ

Avraham said before  Him: Master of the  Universe ! Let me  know whereby I shall inherit it,  meaning how will they be

sustained?

ANSWER

׳״. גוֹ ת וְ שֶׁ  לֶּ  שֻׁ  ז מְ עֵ ת וְ שֶׁ  לֶּ  שֻׁ  לָה מְ גְ י עֶ ה לִ חָ ״קְ  : יהּ ר לֵ מַ אֲ

Hashem said to him: "Take  for Me  a three -year-old he ifer, and a three -year-old g oat, e tc.",  hinting at the sacrifices.

ANSWER

ה יָּים מָ  שׁ קַ דָּ קְ מִּ ית הַ בֵּ ין  אֵ שֶׁ ן  מַ זְ יָּים. בִּ  שׁ קַ דָּ קְ מִּ ית הַ בֵּ  שֶׁ ן  מַ זְ ינַח בִּ לָם! תִּ ל עוֹ שֶׁ נוֹ  וֹ בּ יו: רִ נָ פָ ר לְ מַ אָ

ם? יהֶ לֵ א עֲ הֵ תְּ

Avraham said before  Him: Master of the  Universe ! This  is  fine  when the  Be is  HaMikdash is  standing . But when the

Beis  HaMikdash is  not standing , what will be  of them?

ANSWER

וּ ילּ אִ ם כְּ יהֶ לֵ י עֲ נִ לֶה אֲ עֲ י — מַ נַ פָ ן לְ בָּהֶ ין  אִ וֹרְ קּ שֶׁ ן  מַ זְ נוֹת, בִּ בָּ  רְ ר קׇ דֶ ם סֵ י לָהֶ נְתִּ קַּ בָר תִּ כְּ  : ר לוֹ רַ אָ

ם. יהֶ נוֹתֵ ל עֲוֹ כׇּ ל  ם עַ ל לָהֶ חֵ י מוֹ נִ אֲ י וַ נַ פָ יבוּם לְ רִ קְ הִ

Hashem said to him: I have  already e stablished for them the  order of the  sacrifices . Whenever they read them before

Me, I credit it to them as  if they sacrificed them before  Me, and I forg ive  them for all the ir s ins .

BR AI SA

ן. צוֹ רָ ל בְּ בֵּ  קַ יִּתְ שֶׁ ם  יהֶ חֵ ן אֲ בַּ  רְ ל קׇ ין עַ לִ לְּ פַּ  תְ יוּ מִ ר הָ מָ שְׁ  י מִ שֵׁ  נְ נַן: אַ בָּ  נוּ רַ תָּ

The Rabbis  taug ht in a Braisa: The men of the  prie stly watch would pray over the  offering  of the ir brothers  that it

should be  accepted with favor.

BR AI SA

י, יעִ בִ בָּרְ י,  שִׁ י לִ שְּׁ   בַּ בָּת,   שַּׁ   בַּ י  נִ שֵּׁ   בַּ יּוֹת:  נִ עֲ תַּ ע  בַּ  רְ ין אַ בִ שְׁ  יוֹ ת, וְ נֶסֶ כְּ  ית הַ בֵ ין לְ סִ נְּ כַּ  תְ ד מִ מָ עֲ י מַ שֵׁ  נְ אַ וְ

י. שִׁ י מִ חֲ וּבַ

And the  men of the  non-prie stly watch would g ather in the  synag og ue  and observe  four fasts : on Monday, on

Tuesday, on Wednesday, and on Thursday.

BR AI SA

בָּרוֹת.  דְ י מִ כֵ לְ ל הוֹ י — עַ שִׁ י לִ שְּׁ   בַּ יָּם.   י הַ דֵ ל יוֹרְ י — עַ נִ שֵּׁ   בַּ

On Monday they fasted for those  who g o down to the  sea. On Tuesday they fasted for those  who trave l throug h the

deserts .

BR AI SA

ינוֹקוֹת. תִּ ל הַ ל עַ וֹ יפּ לֹּא תִּ  שֶׁ א  כָּרָ  סְ ל אַ י — עַ יעִ בִ בָּרְ



On Wednesday they fasted ag ainst croup, that it should not fall upon the  young  children.

BR AI SA

ם. נֵיהֶ ת בְּ יקוּ אֶ יָּנִ  שֶׁ יקוֹת —  ינִ ילוּ, מֵ פִּ לֹּא יַ  שֶׁ בָּרוֹת —  יקוֹת. עוּ ינִ בָּרוֹת וּמֵ ל עוּ י — עַ שִׁ י מִ חֲ בַּ

On Thursday they fasted for preg nant women and nursing  mothers: preg nant women, that they should not miscarry;

nursing  mothers , that they should be  able  to nurse  the ir children.

BR AI SA

. הּ מָ צְ בָּת עַ  שַּׁ   בַּ ר  מֶ חוֹ ל וָ בָּת, קַ  שַּׁ   ד הַ בוֹ כְּ י  נֵ פְּ  ין מִ נִּ עַ תְ יוּ מִ בָּת לֹא הָ  שַׁ ב  רֶ עֶ וּבָ

And on Erev Shabbos they would not fast due  to the  honor of Shabbos, and all the  more  so on Shabbos itse lf.

QU E ST IO N

א לָא? מָ עְ אי טַ בָּת מַ  שַׁ  ד בְּ חָ אֶ בְּ

The Gemara asks: On Sunday, what is  the  reason they did not fast?

ANSWER

ים. רִ צְ נּוֹ י הַ נֵ פְּ  נָן: מִ חָ י יוֹ בִּ ר רַ מַ אָ

Rabbi Yochanan said: Because  of the  Christians ,  who made Sunday their holiday, and fasting then would arouse enmity.

ANSWER

ה. ירָ צִ יְ י לַ שִׁ י לִ שְׁ הוּא  שֶׁ י  נֵ פְּ  ר: מִ מַ י אָ נִ מָ בַּר נַחְ ל  מוּאֵ שְׁ י  בִּ רַ

Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmani said: Because  it is  the  third day from the  creation of man on Friday, and a person is physically

weakest on the third day after a change in his routine.

ANSWER

בָּת,  שַׁ ב  רֶ עֶ ם בְּ דָ אָ בָּ וֹ  נָה בּ יתְּ ה נִ ירָ ה יְתֵ מָ שָׁ  : נְ ישׁ קִ ישׁ לָ ר רֵ מַ אָ ה, דְּ ירָ ה יְתֵ מָ שָׁ  י נְ נֵ פְּ  ר: מִ מַ ישׁ אָ קִ ישׁ לָ רֵ

. שׁ ה נָפֶ דָ בְ י אָ בַת — וַ שָּׁ   שֶׁ ן  יוָ כֵּ ״.  שׁ נָּפַ  יִּ בַת וַ שָׁ ״ ר:  מַ נֶּאֱ  שֶׁ וּ,  נּ מֶּ  הּ מִ ין אוֹתָ לִ טְ בָּת נוֹ  שַׁ י  אֵ צָ מוֹ בְּ

Resh Lakish said: Because  of the  additional soul (neshamah yeseirah). For Resh Lakish said: An additional soul is  g iven

to a person on Erev Shabbos, and on Motzae i Shabbos they take  it away from him, as  it is  stated: "He  rested and was

refreshed" (shavas vayinafash), which is homiletically read: Once  he  re sted and Shabbos ended, woe  (vai) for the lost soul

(nefesh). Therefore, one should not fast on Sunday.

נָה שְׁ  מִ M I S H N A H

MISHNAH

״. יעַ קִ י רָ ״יהִ ית״ וִ שִׁ א רֵ ״בְּ ן  וֹ אשׁ רִ יּוֹם הָ בַּ

The Mishnah taught: On the  first day,  Sunday, they read "In the  beg inning " (Genesis 1:1-5) and "Let there  be  a firmament"

(Genesis 1:6-8).



א רָ מָ גְּ G E M A R A

BR AI SA

ד. חָ אֶ ״ בְּ יעַ קִ י רָ ״יְהִ יִם,  נַ שְׁ  ית״ בִּ שִׁ א רֵ ״בְּ נָא:  תָּ

A Tanna taug ht: "In the  beg inning " was read by two  people, and "Let there  be  a firmament" by one  person.

STATEMENT

ווּ. י הָ סוּקֵ פְּ א  לָתָ ד — תְּ חָ אֶ ״ בְּ יעַ קִ י רָ ״יְהִ א  מָ לָ שְׁ  בִּ

The Gemara analyzes this: Granted, "Let there  be  a firmament" is read by one  person, because there  are  three  verses  in that

section, which is the minimum for one person.

QU E ST IO N

חוֹת פְ ל יִ ה — אַ וֹרָ בַּתּ א  וֹרֵ קּ יָא: הַ נְ תַ ין, וְ יִ וַ י הָ סוּקֵ פְּ ה  שָׁ  מְ א? חַ מָ עְ אי טַ יִם, מַ נַ שְׁ  ית״ בִּ שִׁ א רֵ ״בְּ לָּא   אֶ

ים! סוּקִ פְּ ה  שָׁ לֹ שְּׁ   מִ

But "In the  beg inning " read by two, what is  the  reason? There  are  only five  verses  in that section, and it was  taug ht in a

Braisa: One who reads  in the  Torah should not read fewer than three  verses ! If two people read, one of them must read only

two verses!

ANSWER

ק. סֵ וֹ ר: פּ מַ ל אָ מוּאֵ שְׁ לֵג. וּ ר: דּוֹ מַ ב אָ רַ

Rav said: The second reader repeats  (doleg) one of the verses read by the first. And Shmuel said: One of the readers splits  a

verse in half.

QU E ST IO N

ק? סֵ וֹ ר פּ מַ א לָא אָ מָ עְ אי טַ לֵג, מַ ר דּוֹ מַ אָ ב דְּ רַ וְ

The Gemara asks: And Rav, who said he repeats , what is  the  reason he  did not say he splits  a verse?

ANSWER

. יהּ ינַן לֵ קִ סְ פָּ נַן לָא  ה — אֲ שֶׁ יהּ מֹ קֵ סְ פַּ לָא  א דְּ סוּקָ פְּ ל  כׇּ בַר:  סָ קָ

The Gemara answers: He holds: Any verse  that Moshe  Rabbeinu did not split, we  do not split.

QU E ST IO N

ינַן? קִ סְ פָּ י  ק, וּמִ סֵ וֹ ר פּ מַ ל אָ מוּאֵ שְׁ וּ

The Gemara asks: And Shmuel said he splits? But do we  split verses?

O BJECT IO N

לָּא  סוֹק אֶ פְ י לִ יר לִ תִּ לֹא הִ ל וְ דוֹ גָּ ינָא הַ נִ י חֲ בִּ ל רַ צֶ י אֵ יָה לִ ל הָ דוֹ ר גָּ עַ א: צַ רָ ינָא קָ נִ י חֲ בִּ ר רַ מַ אָ הָ וְ

ן. יִ וּ שׂ ד עֲ מֵּ  לַ תְ הִ לְ יל וּ אִ ן, הוֹ בָּ  ית רַ בֵּ ל  שֶׁ ינוֹקוֹת  תִ לְ



But did not Rabbi Chanina the  Scribe  say: I had g reat pain studying with Rabbi Chanina the  Great, and he  did not

permit me  to split a verse except for school children, s ince  they are  made  to learn and cannot digest a whole verse at once!

R E SO LU T IO N

ר. שָׁ  פְ י לָא אֶ כָא נָמֵ ר. הָ שָׁ  פְ לָא אֶ וּם דְּ שּׁ  אי? מִ א מַ מָ עְ ם טַ תָ ל — הָ מוּאֵ שְׁ וּ

The Gemara answers: And Shmuel would say: There , what is  the  reason it is permitted for children? Because  it is  not

possible  otherwise. Here  too, it is  not possible  otherwise, so we may split the verse.

QU E ST IO N

לֵג? ר דּוֹ מַ א לָא אָ מָ עְ אי טַ ק, מַ סֵ וֹ ר פּ מַ ל אָ מוּאֵ שְׁ וּ

The Gemara asks: And Shmuel, who said he splits , what is  the  reason he  did not say he repeats?

ANSWER

ין. אִ צְ יּוֹ וּם הַ שּׁ  ה מִ זֵרָ ין וּגְ נָסִ כְ נִּ וּם הַ שּׁ  ה מִ ירָ זֵ גְּ

The Gemara answers: It is a decree  because  of those  who enter, and a decree  because  of those  who leave . Those entering

late might think the first reader only read two verses, and those leaving early might think the second reader only read two verses.

O BJECT IO N

יד. יָחִ ה — בְּ שָּׁ   מִ ל חֲ שֶׁ  יִם, וְ נַ שְׁ  הּ בִּ ין אוֹתָ ים — קוֹרִ סוּקִ פְּ ה  שָּׁ   שִׁ ל  שֶׁ ה  שָׁ  פָּרָ י:  יבִ יתִ מֵ

The Gemara raise s  an objection from a Braisa: A section of s ix verses , we  read it with two  people, and a section of five

verses, we read it with one  person.

BR AI SA

ת. רֶ חֶ ה אַ שָׁ  פָּרָ  ד מִ חָ אֶ ה זוֹ וְ שָׁ  פָּרָ  יִם מִ נַ שְׁ א  י קוֹרֵ נִ שֵּׁ   ה, הַ שָׁ לֹ שְׁ א  ן קוֹרֵ וֹ אשׁ רִ ם הָ אִ וְ

And if the  first reader reads  three  verses, the  second reads  two from this  section and one  from another section.

BR AI SA

ין. סוּקִ פְּ ה  שָׁ לֹ שְּׁ   חוֹת מִ פָּ ה  שָׁ  פָּרָ  בַּ ין  ילִ חִ תְ אין מַ אֵ שֶׁ י  פִ ה, לְ שָׁ לֹ שְׁ ים:  רִ מְ יֵשׁ אוֹ וְ

And some say: He must read three  from the next section, because  we  do not beg in a section with fewer than three  verses .

QU E ST IO N

סוֹק! יפְ ק — לִ סֵ וֹ ר פּ מַ אָ אן דְּ מַ לְ לוֹג, וּ ידְ לֵג — לִ ר דּוֹ מַ אָ אן דְּ מַ לְ

In any case, the Braisa says a five-verse section is read by only one person. But according  to the  one  who says  he repeats , le t

him repeat, and according  to the  one  who says  he splits , le t him split,  so that two people can read it!

ANSWER

ם, תָ י הָ אנֵ שָׁ

The Gemara answers: It is  different there ...

S U M M A RY



The Gemara discusses the structure of the twenty-four mishmaros (watches) of kohanim, explaining how half of each watch

would ascend from Jericho to help provide food and water for their brothers in Yerushalayim. We analyze a machlokes

between Shmuel and Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar regarding whether the main part of the Levi'im's shirah (song) was vocal or

instrumental, which determines what is indispensable for the korban. Finally, the Gemara explores different Tannaitic opinions

regarding how many watches Moshe Rabbeinu originally established—whether it was eight or sixteen—before David

HaMelech and Shmuel HaNozeh ultimately expanded them to twenty-four.

ה שֶׂ עֲ מַ לְ W H AT  T O  T A K E  H O M E

The Gemara teaches us a profound secret about how the world is sustained. When Avraham Avinu asked how his children

would survive if they sinned, Hashem did not just point to the physical sacrifices in the Beis HaMikdash. He established the

Ma'amados—the regular, structured prayers and Torah readings of the Jewish people. Hashem promised that even when the

Beis HaMikdash is not standing, when we read and speak of these service orders, He considers it as if we brought the

offerings ourselves and forgives our sins.

This is the power of our daily davening and learning. It is not just a personal obligation or a nice custom; it is the very pillar

that keeps the world from collapsing. When you stand to daven or sit to learn, you are not just an individual. You are

standing in the place of the Kohanim and the Levi'im, acting as the representative of the entire Jewish nation before the

Aibershter.

To make this real today, treat your set times for davening and learning with the same precision and respect as a Kohen

entering the Beis HaMikdash. Before you begin your next tefillah or learning seder, take ten seconds to stop, clear your

mind, and say to yourself: 'I am now entering my Ma'amad, standing before the King to bring down forgiveness and life for

all of Klal Yisrael.'
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