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(BEHA'ALOTCHA - 1ST ALIYAH )

L/ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this first aliyah of Parshas Beha'alotcha, Hashem commands Moshe Rabbeinu regarding the lighting of the Menorah in the
Mishkan. Aharon HaKohen is instructed to kindle the lamps so that their light shines toward the center of the Menorah,
showing his absolute dedication to fulfilling Hashem's word exactly as commanded. We also learn about the precise, intricate
construction of the Menorah, which was hammered out of a single block of pure gold according to the exact pattern shown

to Moshe on the mountain.

The aliyah then transitions to the purification and dedication of the Levi'im for their sacred avodah in the Mishkan. Hashem
commands Moshe to set themapart from the rest of Bnei Yisrael through a process of purification, shaving, and immersion.
This preparation readies them to be presented before Hashemas a special offering, representing all of Bnei Yisrael in their holy

service.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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saying Moshe to  Hashem And spoke
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the face of the frontof toward thelamps —  whenyoukindle tohim andyoushallsay Aharon to  Speak
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Aharon that when he saw because the princes tothe parsha of the Menorah the parshaof isjuxtaposed ~why  Whenyouraise
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that one must ascending anexpressionof regarding their kindling it is written rises that the flame account on  when you raise
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towards  facing  the eastern ones three the branches the sixof thatare on six the lamps  thesevenof shall give light
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Tanchuma see  needs He foritslight theyshouldsay thatnot inorder andwhy the middle one
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commanded as itslamps  he kindled the Menorah the face of the frontof toward Aharon so And he did
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Sifrei  did he deviate thatnot Aaron of  thepraiseof  totell Aaron so Andhedid
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Sifra see  joining bymeansof bylimbs limbs was it made
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silver candlesticks of like the mannerof  hollow the feet whichisupon the boxlike base itis itsshaft itsshaft unto
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this inausage toserve until  and the way of beaten out all  thatisinit slender  work whichis its flower until
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saying Moshe to  Hashem And spoke
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tothe Omnipresent  servants tobe that youmerit praiseworthy are you with words take them theLeviim — Take
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the burnt offering  the bullock of  with idolatry forasinofferingof  tobring forthem  was fora goat itwas  the hour

Pasuk 9

N1y PP AN nPmRm Tyin DN C3sb onyn AN HIIRM

the congregation of allof —  and you shall assemble Meeting the Tentof before the Levites —  and you shall bring
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in theirstead atonement anofferingof aregivenas thatthe Levites Because the congregationof allof —  Andyoushall gather
BIPPY QU7 NN 1WRYN DI PY 1TRYNY N
uponthem theirhands —  andplace theiroffering over andstand let them come

Pasuk 10

by OPT MY XY %33 99y M v abn N nImem

upon theirhands — Yisrael the children of and shalllay Hashem before the Levites —  and you shall bring
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the Levites
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Yisrael the children of  from  Hashem before asa wave-offering the Levites —  Aharon and he shall wave
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the Levites  for toatone toHashem a burntoffering the other and —

Pasuk 13

TOUR DON NPT I3 C397) TN "39 ONPI NN DRI

a wave offering  them and you shall wave hissons and before Aharon  before the Levites —  And you shall stand
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to Hashem
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the Levites Mine and they shall be Yisrael the children of from the midst of the Levites —  And you shall separate

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with the mitzvah of lighting the Menorah, emphasizing Aharon HaKohen's faithful execution of the
command, and describes the Menorah's unique hammered-gold construction. It then details the purification process of the
Levi'im, which includes sprinkling purifying waters, shaving their bodies, washing their garments, and bringing specific
korbanos—a burnt offering and a sin offering. Finally, Bnei Yisrael lay their hands upon the Levi'im, and Aharon elevates

themas a wave offering before Hashem, officially setting themapart to perform their sacred service in the Tent of Meeting.
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commanded, without rushing or changing a thing.

My dear talmid, look at how the Torah praises Aaron HaKohen: "Aaron did so... as Hashem had commanded Moses.” Rashi
immediately points out the greatness here: "To tell the praise of Aaron, that he did not change.” Think about this. Aaron was
the High Priest, a holy giant of a man. Yet, his greatest praise in this moment was simply that he did exactly what he was told,
without adding his own twists, without seeking shortcuts, and without letting the routine dull his passion. He lit the

Menorah with the very same devotion on the last day as he did on the first.

In our own daily avodah, we often face the challenge of the routine. We put on tefillin, we daven, we make brachos, and we
learn Torah day after day. The yetzer hara whispers to us to make changes, to rush through, or to treat these holy acts as mere
habits. But true greatness lies in consistency. When we performa mitzvah exactly as Hashem commanded, with the same

freshness and care every single time, we are walking in the footsteps of Aaron HaKohen.

Today, choose one daily mitzvah or tefillah that has become a bit routine for you—whether it is saying Asher Yatzar with

kavana, benching froma siddur, or saying Shema before sleep—and perform it with absolute care, exactly as it was
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