*»%9 oy ¥wnin - PARSHAS HASHAVUA

I - AnPYnD - oY oy wnan

Complete Word-for-Word Interlinear - Navy & Gold Edition

CBEHA'ALOTCHA - 2ND ALIYAH )

LJ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, we continue learning about the special avodah of the Levi'im. After their purification process and being
designated as an elevation offering, they are finally ready to enter the Mishkan to perform their sacred service. Hashem
explains that the Levi'imare formally assigned to Himin place of the firstborn of Bnei Yisrael, whom Hashemhad consecrated

to Himself when He smote the firstborn in Mitzrayim.

We also learn about the age limits set for the Levi'imin their service. The Torah establishes the years during which they are fit
for the heavy labor of the Tent of Meeting, and at what age they must retire from this physical work and transition to assisting

their brothers by standing guard.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY




The aliyah describes how Moshe, Aaron, and all of Bnei Yisrael carried out Hashem's command to purify and dedicate the
Levi'im, who washed their clothes and were presented by Aaron as an elevation offering to make expiation for them. Once
purified, the Levi'imbegan their service in the Tent of Meeting under the direction of Aaron and his sons. Finally, Hashem
commands Moshe regarding the age requirements for the Levi'im, initiating theminto the work force fromthe age of twenty-
five, retiring them fromactive labor at fifty, and permitting them thereafter only to assist their brothers in guarding the

sanc tuary.
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My dear talmid, look at how the Torah describes the life of a Levi. When a Levi reaches the age of fifty, he retires from the
heavy physical labor of carrying the Mishkan, but the Torah says he does not stop serving. Instead, he transitions to a new
role: he stands guard, he guides, and he assists his younger brothers. Hashemis teaching us a profound lesson about our own
avodah. In life, our strengths and situations change. There are times when we can carry heavy loads, and times when our

energy or circumstances shift. A Yid never retires fromserving Hashem; we simply change how we serve.

Sometimes we feel down because we cannot do a certain mitzvah or learn with the same intensity as we did in our younger
years, or perhaps a new life circumstance like parnassah or family needs has shifted our schedule. The yetzer hara wants you to
think that if you cannot do what you used to do, your service is no longer valuable. But the Torah shows us the opposite. The
older Levites who stood guard and supported others were just as essential to the Mishkan as those carrying the heavy vessels.

Every stage of life has its own beautiful, holy mission.

Today, look at your current situation without comparing it to the past or to anyone else. Ask yourself: "What is the unique
avodah that Hashem wants from me right now, with the strength and time I have today?" Embrace that specific role with joy,

knowing that this is exactly where Hashem wants you to stand guard.
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